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ONE DAY OI' WAR FOi PNACE

l,etter dated 2l+ Septenber 1968 from the representatives of Cambodla, Gabon
.q.nd Madase.seA.y to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary- General--'-'.

F\rrther to our letter dated 22 August I!58 (gllt])), we have the honour

to send you herewith an explanatory memorandum on the question entitled "One

u4,y uf wdr rvr |Js4!c .

(sieneo) HUOT SAMBATII (cautoaia )

Marcet SANDOUNGOU! ( Cauon )

Blaise RABEIAtr'IM (!4adagascar )

@-t9957



A/'( Ld)iAda.r
Ergli.sh
Page 2

D(P IANATORY ME\4ORAN'UM

l-, At its elghth aesslon the General Assembly unanimousiy adopted resofutlon
724 A (vrrr) concernlng an undertaking by Me&ber co'ntries to devote a portian of
the savings nade possible by disarmament to the development and reconstructlon of
the unde t"-developed countries.
2- rn this connexion, mention shourd be nade of c,eneral- As sernbry resolutions
L37B (XW), 1516 (xV) and IBjT (XWf ). rn th: tetrer resolution entltfed
"Declaration on the conversi-on to peacef\rl needs of the resources 

"eleased 
by

disarmament", the General Assembly recognized that "dlversion to peaceful uses of
the resources nor,r in military use can be accomplished in a manner vhich wilt benefit
a1] countries and vil-l lead to the improvement of economic and social conditions
throughout the vorld". This dec],aration inpried that all states ohourd first
reach agreement on generar and complete dlaarDaxnent and at l-east begln to put lt
into effect.
t, Ttie development of the situatlon in recent years i-ndicates that the
disar0lament which the United Nations and all the peoples of the world deslre ls
sti1l, and wifl doubtl-ess remain for a long time, an empty wish, We note sadly
that arsenals of nuclear and conventional weapons continue to grow and are
swallowing up vast Tesources. ln L)66 (according to a rough estimate) these
resources amounted to $US15O, oco nillion as against $USI2O,oOO nlllion in 1!62, or
in other vords ttrey amounted to IO per cent of the gross national product of the
developed countries. This aTms race constitutes a growing danger for the
naintenarrce of world peace.

4. The Governnents of Cambodla, Gabon and Madagascar, l.ike other Governments

which consider peace to be one of the highest and most urgent aspirations of the
wolld, befieve that it is desirabl-e and pcssible, in the interests of relaxing
tension and establ-ishing a lasti-ng rrorl_d peace, to slov down the rate of increase
of rnilitary expenditure with a view to general and complete dj-sarnament.

5. Ttre resources released by this process wouLd without any doubt serve the
interests of all countries and would lead to an improvement of economLc and sociaf
conditions throughout the woTld. We 6hare the sentlment that it would be desirable
if a falr portion of these resources was devoted to lnternational aid in all its
forms on a parallel with the national utj.fi-zatlon of such resources.
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6, We draw the attention of all Member States to the urgent need to resolve the

grave problems lthich beset many hundreds of milllons of men' These problems

concern, i.n parti-cular, on the one hand, the struggle agalnst infectious and

endemic diseases, hunger and illiteracy, and, on the other hand, economic

advanc enent '

7. It is essential that the United Nations should be concerned over the fate of

anyhumanbeingwhodoesnothaveamininrumstandaldoflivlngorwhoiSsuffering
f]lomdiseasesvhichdisappearedflomthedevelopedcountriesmorethanacentuly
ago. We wish to pay tribute, of course, to international efforts on behalf of the

mostneedycountriesandpeoples,butitmustbeadmittedthattherneanshavenever
been sufficient for theil needs. It ls generally admitted, moleover, that the gap

between prosperous countries and poor countries is not one of the rninor thTeats to

stabilityandpeaceandthattheeffortsoftheinternationafcommrrnitytowaTds
economic and social advancement are anong the best guarantees for the rnaintenance

of peace.

B, Consequently, ve should llke to propose that this session of the General

Assenbly should launch an appeal to the effect that one dayts alfocation to

military expenditure under the annual budget should be devoted to easing the

suffering of nankind.

9, Such a contribution vould make it possible to accourpllsh a considerable

amountofvorkwhichwoulddohonourtoourOrganizationandwhichvou}d
emphasize the interdependence betr,reen peace and development' We leave it to

the Assembly to determiner vithin the framewr.' k of international co-operatlon'

the form ln whlch this solidarity fund liould be admj'nlstered and dlstri'buted '




