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1. The General Assembly, at its 1843rd plenary meeting, held on 18 Septewber 1970,
decided tc include item_85, entitled "Consideration of principles of international
law concerning friendly relations and co-operstion awcng States In accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations: report of the Specilal Committee on Principles
of Internationsl Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States”,
in the agenda of its twenty-fifth session and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee.
In accordance with General Assembly resolution 2533 (XXIV) of 8 December 1969, the
item had previously been included in the provieional agenda of the session.

2. The Genersl Assembly slso approved a recommendstion of the General Commlttee
that priority should be given to the consgiderstion of those items for which
documents were to be prepared for adoption at the commemcrative session. BSince

the present item is the only such item on its agenda, the Sixth Committee
accordingly decided to consider it first.

3. The Commitfee had before it, as a basls for its consideration of the item,

1/

Internaticonel Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States.—

the report of the 1970 session of the Special Committee on Principles of

This report contzined s draft Declaration on Principles of International Law

concerning Friendly Relatiens and Co-coperation among States prepared by the

;/ Official Records of the General fAssembly, Twenty-fifth Session,
Supplement No. 18 (A/8018).
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Special Committee. The representative of Mexico introduced the report at the
1178th meeting.
‘4. The item was considered by the Sixth Committee at its 1178th to 118Lth
meetings on 23, 24, 25 and 28 Septewmber 1970. The summary records of those
meetings (A/C.6/SR.1178 to 1184) contain, inter alia, the views and positions of
Members concerning the draft Declaration. '
5. At the 1183rd meeting, a draft resolution (A/C.6/L.79% and Corr.l) was
submitted. The list of co-sponsors of the draft resclution was as follows:

Afghanistan, Algerias, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi,

Byelorusgian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cambodia, Camercon, Canada, Ceylon, Chile,

Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Ghana, Greece, Guinea,

Guyesna, Haiti, Hungery, India, ITtaly, Ivory Coast, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon,

Libya, Madasgagcar, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands,

New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, FPhilippines, Poland, Homania, Rwanda,

Senegal, Singspore, Southern Yemen, Sweden, Syria, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet

Soclalist Republic, Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics, United Arab Republic,

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nerthern Ireland, Unlted States of America, -

Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zambia.

6. The Chairman announced at the 1183rd meeting that, following consultatiecns,
it had been determined that it was the consensus that the title of the Declaration
should read: "Declaration on Prirciples of International Law concerning Friendly
Relationé and Co-cperation among Statee in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations™.

7. At its 118b4th meeting, held on 28 September 1970, the Sixth Committee adopted
the draft resolution without objection. Statements in explanation of vote were
made before the vote by Togo, and after the vote by South Africa, Guatemala and

Uruguay .

RECOMMENDATTON OF THE SIXTH CCMMITTEE

g. The Sixth Coumittee recommends o the General Assembly the adoption of the

following draft rescolution:
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Declzration on FPrinciples of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation
among States in accordance with the Charter

of the United Nations

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resclutions 1815 (XVII) of 18 December 1962, 1966 (XVIII) of
15 December 1963, 2103 (XX} of 20 December 1965, 2181 (XXI) of 12 December 1966,
2327 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 2463 (XXIII) of 20 December 1968 and 2533 (XXIV)

of 8 December 1969, in which it affirmed the importance of the progressive

development and codification of the princlples of internaticnal law concerniﬂg
friendly relations and co-operation among States,

Hzving considered the report of the Special Committee on Principles of

International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-cperation among'Sfatesg
which met in Geneva from %1 March 1970 to 1 May 1970, ‘

Emphasizing the paramount importance of the Charter of the Unjited Nations
for the meintensnce of international peace and security ahd for the developuent
of friendly relations and co-operation among States,

Deeply convinced that the adoption of the Declaraticn on Principles of -

International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations during the celebration of the
twenty-£ifth anniversary of the United Rations would contribute to the
strengthening of world peace aend constitute a landmark in the developuent of
international law and of relations among States, in promoting the rule of law
among nations and particularly the universal application ¢f the principles
embodied in the Charter, _

Considering the desirability of the wide dissemination of the text of the
Declaration, |

1. Approves the Declzration an Principles of Internaticonal Iaw concerning
Friendly Belations ard Co-cperation among States in accordarnce with the Charter
of the United Nations, the text of which is annexed to the present resolution;

2. Lxpresses its appreciation to the Spécial Committee for its work

resulting in the z.aborstion of the Declaraticn;

2. Beccmmends that all efforts be made sc that the Declaration becomes

generally known.
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ANNEX

Declaration on Principles of Inlernational Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation
among States in accordance ywith the Charter

of the United Nations

Preamble

The General Assepbly,

Reaffirming in the terms of the Charter that the maintenance of internstlconal
peace and security and the development of friendly relations and co-operation
between nations are among the Tundamental purposes of the United Nations,

Recalling that the peoples of the United Nations are determined Go praciise
tolerance and live together in peace with cne another as good neighbeours,

Bearing in mind the importance of maintaining and strengthening international

peace founded upon freedom, equality, justice and respect for fundamental human
rights and of developing friendly relations among nztions irrespective of thelr
political, economic and socizl gystems or the levels of their develcopment,

Pearing in mind also the paramount importance of the Charter of the United

Nations in the promotion of the rule of law among nations,

Congidering that the Caithful observance of the principles of international
law concerning friendly relations and co-operation among States, and fulfilaent
in good faith of the obligations assumed by States;, in accordance with the
Charter, is of the greatest importance for the maintenance of international
peace and security, and for the implementation of the otiier purposes of the
United Maticns,

Hoting that the great political, eccnomic and sccisl changes and seientifie
progress which have tgken place in the world since the adoption of the Charver
of the United Nationg give increased importance to these principles and to the
need for thelr more effective application in the conduct of States wherever

carried on,



A/B082
English
Page 5

Recalling the established principle that oubter space, including the Moon and
other celestial bhodies, is not subject to national zppropriation by claim of
sovereignty by means of use or occupation or by any other means, and mindful of
the fact that consideraticn is being given in the United Nations to the question
of establishing other appropriate provisions similarly inspired,

Cenvinced that the strict observance by States of the obligation not to
intervene in the affairs of any obher State is an essential condition to ensure
that naticons live together in peace with one another since the practice of aay
form of Intervention not only violateg the spirit and letier of the Charter of
the United Nations bubt also leads to the crealion of situstions which threaten
international peace and security,

Recalling the duty of States to refrain in thelr internaticnal relations
from military, political, economic or any other form of coercion aimed against
the political independence or territorial integrity of any State,

Congidering it essentigl that all States shall refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of force againsgt the territorial integrity or
politieal independence cf any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with
the purposes of the United Nations,

Congidering it egually essential that all States shall settle their
international disputes by peaceful means in accordance with the Charter,

ReaflTlrning, in accordance with the Charter, the basic lmportance of soverelgn
equality and stressing that the purposes of the United Nations can be implemented
only 1If States enjoy sovereign equality and comply fully with the reguiremenis of
this principle in thelr internationsl relations,

Convinced that the subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination
and exploitation censtitutes 2 major obstacle to the promction of international
peace and security,

Conviaced that the principle of equal rights and self-determination of
peoples constitutes a significant contribution to contemporary internationsl law,
and that its effective application is of paramount imporitance for the promotion
of friendly relations among States, based on respect for the principle of

soverelgn equality,
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Convinced in consequence that any attempt aimed at the partial or total
disruption of the national unity and territorial integrity of a State or country
or at its political independence 4is incompatible with the purposes and principles
of the Charter,

Considering the provisions of the Charter as a whole and vaking into account
the reole of relevant resclutions adopted by the competent organs of the United
Nations relating to the content of the princlples,

Considering that the progressive development and codification of the
following principles:

{a) The principle that States shall refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of forece against the Territorial
integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Natilons,

(b) The principle that States shall settle their internationsl disputes
by peaceful means In such a manner that international peace and
security and justice are not endangered,

{e) The dubty not to intervene in matters within the domestic jurisdiction
of any State, in accordance with the Charter,

(d) The duty of States Lo co-operate with one another in aecordance
with the Charter,

(e) The principle of egqual rights and self-determination of peoples,

(f) The principle of sovereign equality of SBtates,

(g) The principle thet States shall fulfil in good faith the cbligations
assumed by them in accordance with the Charter,

50 a8 To gecure thelir more effective application within the international
community would promote the realization of the purposes of the United Nations,

Having considered the principles of internationsl lawv relating to friendly

relations and co-operation among States,

1. Solemnly proclaims the following principles:

[oes
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The principle that States shall refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of force mgainst the territorial
integrity or political independence of any State, or Iin any other
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United lations

Every State has the duty to refrain in its international relations from the
threat or use of force againgt the territorial integrity or politicsl independence
of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United
Nations. Such a threat or uwse of force constitutes a violation of international
law and the Charter of the United Nations and ghall never be employed as a meahs
of settling international issues.

A war of aggression congtitutes a crime against the peace, for which there
is responsibility under international law.

In accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations,
States have the dubty to refrain from propaganda for wars of aggression.

Iivery State has the duty to refrein from the threst or use of forece to
violate the existing international boundaries of another State or as a means of
solving international disputes, including territorial disputes and problems
concerning frontiers of States.

Every 3tate likewise has the duty to refrain from the threat or use of
force to violate international lines of demarcation, such as armistice lines,
established by or pursuant to an international agreement to which it is a party
or which it is otherwise bound to respect, Wothing in the foregeing shall be
construed as prejudicing the pogitions of the parties concerned with regard to
the status and effects of such lines under ﬁheir special régimes or as affecting
their temporary character.

States have a duty to refrain from acts of reprissl involving the use of
force.

Every State has the duty to refrain from any forcible action which deprives
peoples referred to in the elaboration of the principle of egual rights and
gelf-determination of their right to self-determination and freedom and
independence.

Iivery State has the duty to refrain from organirzing or encouraging the
organization of irregular forces or armed bands, iIncluding mercenaries, for
ineyrsion into the territory of ancther State.

Every State has the duty to refrain from organizing, instigating, assisting

or participating in acts of civil strife or terrorist acte in another State or

’
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acquiesecing in organized activities within itz territory directed towards the
commission of such acts, when the acts referred to in the present paragraph
involve a threat or usge of force. '

The Territory of a State shall not bhe the objeet of military occupation
resulting from the use of force in contravention of the provisions of the Charter.
The territory of a State shall not be the object of acquisition by another State
resulting from the threat or use of force. HWo territorial acguisition resulting
from the threal or uge of foree shall be recognized as legal. Nothing in the
foregoing shall be construed as affecting:

(a) Frovisions of the Charter or any international agreement prior to the

Charter régime and valid under international law; or

(b) The powers of the Security Council under the Charter.

A1l States shall pursue in good faith negotiations for the early conclusion
of a universal treaty on general and complete disarmament under effective
international control and strive to adept appropriate measures to reduce
international tensions and strengthen confidence among States.

A1l States shall comply in good feith with their obligations under the
generally recognized principles and rules of international law with respect to
the mainternance of international peace and security, and shall endeavour tc nmake
the United Nations sescurity system basged upon the Charter more effective.

Hothing in the foregoing paragrarhs shall be construed as enlarging or
diminishing 1n any way the scope of the provisions of the Charter concerning

cases in which the use of force is lawful.

The principle that States ghall settle their international disputes
by peaceful means in such a manner Lthat international peace and
security and justice are not endangered

Every State shall gettle its international disputes wilth other States by
peaceful means, in such a manner that international peace and security, and
Justice, are not endangered.

States shall accordingly seek early and just settlement of their International
disputes by negotiation, inquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial

gettlement, resorl to regionel agencies or arrangements or other peaceful means

/...
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of their choice. In seeking such a settlement, the parties shall agree upon such
peaceful means &8 may be appropriate to the clrcumstances and nature of the
dispute.

The parties toc a dispute have the duty, in the event of failure to reach a
solution by any one of the ahove peaceful means, to continue to seek a setilement
of the digpute by other peaceful means agreed upon by them.

States parties %o an international dispute, as well as other States, shall
refrain from any action which may aggravate the situation so as to endanger the
mainbenance of international peace and security, and shall act in accordance with
the purposes and principles of the United Wations.

International disputes shall be sgettled on the basis of the sovereign
equality of States and in accordance with the principle of free choice of means.
Recourse to, or acceptance of, a setilement procedure freely agreed to by States
with regard toe existing or future disputes to which they are parties shall not
be reparded as incompatible with sovereign equality.

Hothing in the foregoing paragraphs prejudices or derogates from the
applicable provisions of the Charter, in particular those relating to the pacific

settlement of international disputes.

The principle concerning the Jduty not to intervene in matters
within the domestic Jjurisdiction of any State;, in accordance
with the Charter

No State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or
indirectly, for any reason vhatever, in the internal or external affairs of any
other State. Cansequently, armed interveation and all other forms of interference
or attempted thrests against the personality of the State or against its political,
economic and cultural elements, are in violation of international law.

No State may use or eancourage the use of economic, political or any other
type of wmeasures to coerce another State in order to obtain from it the
subordination of the exercise of its sovereign rights and to secure from it
advantages of any %ind. Also, no State shall organize, assist, foment, finance,
ineite or tolerate subversive, terrorist or armed activities directed towards
the violent overthrow of the régime of another State, or interfere in civil strife

in another State. /
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The use of force to deprive peoples of their national i1dentity constitutes
a viclation of their inalienable rights and of the principle of non-intervention.

Iivery State has an inalienable right to choose itg political, econocmic,
social and cultural systemg, without interference in any form by another State.

Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall be construed as affecting the
relevant provisions of the Charter relating to the maintenance of international

peace and security.

The duty of States to co-operate with one another in
accordance with the Charter

States have the duty to co-operate with one another, irrespective of the
differences in their political, econocmic and social systems, in the various
spheres of_international relations, in order %to maintain international peace and
security and to promote international economic gtability and progress, the
general welfare of naticns and international co-operation free from discrimination
basged on such differences.

To thig end:

(a) States shall co-operate with other States in the maintenance of

international peace and security;

(b) States shall co-operate in the promotion of universal respect for
and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, and
in the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination and all
forms of religious intolerance;

(c) States shall conduct their internatioral relations in the eccnomic,
goclal, culbural, technical and trade fields in accordance with the
vrinciples of sovereign equalify and non-intervention;

(d) States Members of the United Nations have the duty to take joink
and separate action in co-operation with the United Nations in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter.

States should co-operate in the econcmic, social and cultural fields as well

as in the field of science and technology and for the promotion of international
cultural and educatioral progress. States should co-operate in the promotion of

gconcmic growbh throughout the world, especially that of the develcping countries.

/...
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The principle of equal rights and self-determination
of peoples

Ly virtue of the principle of equal rights and self~determination of peoples
enshrined in the Charter, all peoples have the right freely to determine, without
external interference, their political status and to pursue thelr economic, social
and cultural development, and every State has the duty to respect this right in
accordance with the provisions of the Charter,

Lvery State has the duty to promote, through joint and separate action, the
realization of the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples,
in accordance with the provisions of the Charter, and To render assistance to
the United Nations in carrying oulb the responsibilities entrusted to it by the
Cherter regarding the implementation of the principle 1n order:

{a) To promote friendly relations and co-operation among States; and

(b) To bring a speedy end to colonialism, having due regard to the Treely

expressed will of the peoples concerned;
and bearing in mind that subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination
and exploitation constitutes & violation of the principle, as well as a denial
of fundamental human rights, and is contrary to the Charter of the United Naticns,

Every State has the duty Lo promote through joint and separate action
universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms in
accordance with the Charter.

The establishment of a sovereign and independent 3State, the free association
or integration with an independent State or the emergence into any other
political status freely determined by a people constitute modes of implementing
the right of self-determinaticn by that people.

Zvery State has the duty to refrain from any forcible action which deprives
peoples referred to above in the elaboration of the present principle of theilr
right to self-determination and freedom and independence. In their actions
ageinst and resistance tc such foreible action in pursuit of the exercise of
thelr right to self-determination, such peoples are entitled to seek and to

recelve support in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter

of the United Nations.

Jons
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The territory of a colony or other non-self-governing territory has, under
the Charter of the United Nations, a status separate and distinct from the
territory of the State administering it; and such separate and distinct status
under the Charter shall exist until the people of the colony or non-self-governing
territory rave exercised their right of self-determination in accordance with the
Charter, and particularly its purpcses and priunciples.

Nothing in the foregoing pearagraphs shall be construed as authorizing or
encouraging any action which would dismember or impair, totelly or in pert, the
territorial integrity or politieal unity of sovereign and independent States
conducting themselves in compliance with the prirciple of eqgual rights and
self-determination of peoples as describved above and thus possessed of a government
representing the whole people belonging to the territory without distinction as
to race, creed or colour.

Eyery State shall refrain from any action szimed st the partial or total
disruption of the national unity and territorial integrity of any other State

or country.

The principle of sovereign equality of States

All States enjoy sovereign eguality. They have egual rights and duties and
are equal members of the international community, notwithstanding differences of
an economic, social, peolitical or other nature.

In particular, sovereign equality ircludesz the Tollowing elements:

(a) States are juridically equal;

{b) BEach State enjoys the rights inherent in full sovereignty;

(c) Eech State has the duty to respect the personality of other States;

(@) The territorial integrity and political independence of the State

are inviolable;

{(e) Each State has the right freely to chcose and develop its pclitical,

gocial, econcmic and cultural systems;

(f) Each State has the duty to comply fully and in good faith with its

international obligations and to live in peace with other States.

/o
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The principle that States shall fulfil in good faith the cbligations
assumed by them in accordance with the Charter

Every State has the duty to fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed
by it in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

Every State has the duty to fulfil in good faith its obligations under ithe
generally recognized principles and rules of international law.

Every State has the duty to fulfil in good faith ite obligations under
internaticnal agreements valid under the generally recognized principles and
rulesg of international law,

Where obligations arisging under international agreements are in conflict
with the obligations of Members of *he United Nations under the Charter of the

United Nations, the cobligations under the Charter shall prevail.

General part

2. Declares that:

In their interpretation and application the above principles are interrelated
and each principle should be construed in the context of the other principles,

Wothing in this Declaration shall be construed as prejudicing in any manner
the provisions of the Charter or the righte and duties of Member States under
the Charter or the rights of peoples under the Charter taking into account the
elaboration of these rights in this Declaratiom,

3. Declares further that:

The principles of the Charter which are embodied in this Declaration
congtitute basic principles of international law, and conseguently appeals to
all States Lo be gulded by these principleg in their international conduct and

to develop their mutual relations on the basis of their strict observance.





