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The meeting was called to order at 1Q,3Q a.m. 

TRIBUTE TO MR. NELSON MANDELA 

1. The CHAIRMAN s a i d that the r e l e a s e on 11 February 1990 of 
Mr. Nelson Mandela marked the work of the Commission more than that of any 
other United Nations body, si n c e i t was i n the Commission that the s t r u g g l e 
f o r j u s t i c e had been waged over so many years. 

2. Nelson Mandela, during h i s imprisonment, had become a s}nnbol of much of 
what the Commission was about: the s t r u g g l e f o r j u s t i c e was s}nnptomatic of 
the s t r u g g l e to dismantle a p a r t h e i d . With the r e l e a s e of Mr. Mandela, the 
peaceful but d e l i c a t e path to j u s t i c e was f i n a l l y being taken. 

3. Much remained to be done, but the Commission had seen that a dialogue 
based on mutxial respect and f a i t h i n the r i g h t s and freedoms of the i n d i v i d u a l 
was the best i f not the only t o o l a v a i l a b l e . The seriousness of the moment 
was best u n d e r l i n e d by the statement i n a r t i c l e 1 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n 
of Human R i g h t s : " A l l human beings are bom f r e e and eq\ial i n d i g n i t y and 
r i g h t s . They are endowed w i t h reason and conscience and should act towards 
one another i n a s p i r i t of brotherhood." 

4. Mr. SENE (Senegal) s a i d that the r e l e a s e of Mr. Nelson Mandela, long 
awaited by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commiinity and the Commission, had f i n a l l y become 
a r e a l i t y and represented the triumph of m o r a l i t y and law over crimes against 
humanity and human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . People everjwhere manifested t h e i r 
enthusiasm and expressed hopes r a i s e d by the r e l e a s e of the o l d e s t p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r i n the world. 

5. The statement made by Mr. Mandela upon h i s r e l e a s e gave hope f o r the 
acceptance of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y by that h i s t o r i c man, c a l l e d upon to b r i n g 
together a m u l t i t u d e of o r g a n i z a t i o n s f i g h t i n g a gainst a p a r t h e i d during the 
d i f f i c u l t p e r i o d i n which he was to lead h i s country i n t o a new era of peace, 
s o c i a l j u s t i c e and respect f o r human d i g n i t y and f r a t e r n i t y . 

6. Mr. Mandela had become a great hero, immortalized by h i s example of 
courage and d i g n i t y . He would remain the symbol of 30 years of s t r u g g l e , 
s i l e n c e and d e t e n t i o n , but a l s o of r e s i s t a n c e against white domination, 
i n j u s t i c e and r a c i a l segregation. In h i s statement, Mr. Mandela had c a l l e d 
f o r the r e l e a s e of a l l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , the l i f t i n g of the s t a t e of 
emergency and the maintenance of e x i s t i n g sanctions u n t i l the complete 
dismantlement of a p a r t h e i d . 

7. Another event of great importance i n southern A f r i c a had been the 
unanimous adoption on 9 Febrviary 1990 by the Constituent Assembly of Namibia 
of the c o n s t i t u t i o n f o r that former South A f r i c a n colony i n an atmosphere of 
n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . Mr. Sam Nujoma, the f u t u r e Head of State and 
a r c h i t e c t of that r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , had s a i d that h i s country had taken a 
g i g a n t i c step forward on the long road towards independence. 

8. One of the o p p o s i t i o n leaders representing most of the 80,000 white 
Namibians had s a i d that they intended to remain i n the cotmtry and xmdertook 
to serve f a i t h f u l l y the new Republic of Namibia, i t s people, i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n 
and i t s l e g i s l a t i o n . The C o n s t i t u t i o n provided f o r a system of p o l i t i c a l 
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p l u r a l i s m , a b i l l of Ьглтап r i g h t s , a two-chamber l e g i s l a t u r e , the independence 
of the j u d i c i a r y and a ban on c a p i t a l punishment. I t a l s o f i x e d a f i v e - y e a r 
term of o f f i c e f o r the Presi d e n t of the f u t u r e R e p u b l i c , which would be 
proclaimed on 21 March 1990. In that connection, i t should be noted that 
SWAPO had given up i t s M a r x i s t o r i e n t a t i o n and was opti n g f o r a mixed economy. 

9. The new C o n s t i t u t i o n was one of the most l i b e r a l i n A f r i c a and he hoped 
that the example of Namibia would i n s p i r e a l l the South A f r i c s m peoples i n 
t h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s to con s t r u c t a u n i t a r y , democratic and n o n - r a c i s t n a t i o n 
based on respect f o r human r i g h t s and fimdamental freedoms. 

QUESTION OF THE REALIZATION IN ALL COUNTRIES OF THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL RIGHTS CONTAINED IN THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND IN 
THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS, AND STUDY 
OF SPECIAL PROBLEMS WHICH THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FACE IN THEIR EFFORTS TO 
ACHIEVE THESE HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING; 

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RIGHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING; 
FOREIGN DEBT, ECONOMIC ADJUSIMENT POLICIES AND THEIR EFFECTS ON THE FULL 
ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND, IN PARTICULAR, ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE DECLARATION ON THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT; 

(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXISTING UNJUST INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER ON THE 
ECONOMIES OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT THIS 
REPRESENTS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL 
FREEDOMS; 

(c) POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN ITS VARIOUS FORMS AS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN 
DEVELOPMENT AND IN THE FULL REALIZATION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS 

(agenda item 7) (continued) (E/CN.4/1990/8 and 66; E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/19) 

QUESTION OF THE REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 8) 
(continued) (E/CN.4/1990/9 (Part I I I ) , E/CN.4/1990/33; E/CN.4/1990/NG0/18 and 
E/CN.4/1989/10) 

STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS (agenda item 17) 
(continued) (E/C.12/1988/1; CCPR/C/2/Rev.2 and A/44/441) 

EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF BODIES ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO UNITED NATIONS HUMAN 
RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS (agenda item 18) (continued) (E/CN.4/1990/39; A/44/539 
and 668) 

10. Mr. BARSH (Four D i r e c t i o n s C o u n c i l ) s a i d , w i t h regard to the l i n k between 
economics and the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s , that a l l human r i g h t s were 
a s p l r a t i o n a l i n the sense of undergoing c o n t i n u a l r e d e f i n i t i o n and 
improvement. That process, which was both s u b j e c t i v e and o b j e c t i v e , i n v o l v e d 
changes and views about the nature of a j u s t s o c i e t y , such as the proper 
balance between i n d i v i d u a l freedom and c o l l e c t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , as w e l l as 
changes i n the m a t e r i a l foundation f o r supporting and p r o t e c t i n g the enjoyment 
of r i g h t s . Therefore, the development process was e s s e n t i a l i n a l l c o u n t r i e s , 
s i n c e even the most i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s continued to change and to 
increase t h e i r a s p i r a t i o n s , both s o c i a l and m a t e r i a l . 



E/CN.4/1990/SR.19 
page 5 

11. With regard to the statement by the United States r e p r e s e n t a t i v e that the 
implementation of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s cost n o t h i n g , as a lawyer from 
the same country who had f r e q u e n t l y been i n v o l v e d i n defending the r i g h t s of 
the poor, he could a t t e s t to the f a c t that the United S t a t e s , l i k e other 
c o u n t r i e s , had ongoing problems i n meeting the standards contained i n 
a r t i c l e s 9, 10, 14 and 24 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R i g h t s . Such problems were a reminder that money was e s s e n t i a l to b u i l d an 
e f f e c t i v e and f a i r l e g a l system that could provide equal j u s t i c e f o r a l l and 
to strengthen many other c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . 

12. The same i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic s t r u c t u r e s which played a r o l e i n 
promoting i n e q u a l i t i e s and undemocratic régimes i n developing c o u n t r i e s had 
adverse e f f e c t s on the d i s t r i b u t i o n of power w i t h i n the developed c o u n t r i e s . 
For example, GATT s t i l l d i s c r i m i n a t e d between t r o p i c a l and temperate crops i n 
a way that depressed the incomes of farmers i n developing c o u n t r i e s . Combined 
w i t h i n t e r v e n t i o n by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l banking system to support the value of 
the d o l l a r , that p o l i c y had a l s o l e d to a debt c r i s i s f o r North American 
farmers. Support f o r the d o l l a r and high United States i n t e r e s t r a t e s had not 
only drawn funds out of the t h i r d world to re f i n a n c e the United States budget 
d e f i c i t s but had a l s o drawn d o l l a r s out of domestic United States production 
and s o c i a l programmes. 

13. The growing gap between the r i c h and the poor i n the United States was 
being d r i v e n by the same f i n a n c i a l process that had worsened economic 
d i s p a r i t i e s i n the developing coxmtries through e x t e r n a l indebtedness and 
s t r u c t u r a l readjustment. R a c i a l t e n s i o n s , which had begun to le s s e n i n the 
1970s as a r e s u l t of p u b l i c investment i n education and community development, 
were re-emerging, as i t became c l e a r that some s e c t i o n s of n a t i o n a l s o c i e t y 
had made l i t t l e or no r e a l progress over the past decade. 

14. Even i n r i c h c o u n t r i e s . Governments tended to respond to economic 
st a g n a t i o n by reducing expenditure on the b a s i c needs of the poor. S t r u c t u r a l 
adjustment was s t i l l a process of s h i f t i n g p u b l i c investment from ma i n t a i n i n g 
a minimum standard of human d i g n i t y to rewarding the s e l f - i n t e r e s t of the 
r e l a t i v e l y r i c h . 

15. The d e c l a r a t i o n on the Right to Development gave p r i o r i t y to human 
r i g h t s , p a r t i c i p a t i o n and democracy and made i t c l e a r that human r i g h t s could 
not be f u l l y p r o t e c t e d without b r i n g i n g human co n s i d e r a t i o n s i n t o the design 
of a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic, f i n a n c i a l and trade i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

16. His o r g a n i z a t i o n b e l i e v e d that the recommendations made by the g l o b a l 
c o n s u l t a t i o n on the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development (E/CN.4/1990/9 
(Part I I I ) ) to ensure the c o m p a t i b i l i t y of u n i t e d Nations a c t i v i t i e s w i t h 
human r i g h t s norms were p r a c t i c a l and necessary measures that would give human 
r i g h t s f a r g r e a t e r weight and at the same time help to address more 
e f f e c t i v e l y some b a s i c o b s t a c l e s to the f u r t h e r r e a l i z a t i o n of those r i g h t s i n 
most c o u n t r i e s . While the recommendations appeared to be wi d e l y acceptable to 
members of the Commission, i t might be h e l p f u l to c l a r i f y a few p o i n t s . 

17. F i r s t of a l l , the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n recommended that i n t e r n a l 
United Nations system c o - o r d i n a t i o n should be c a r r i e d out i n s e v e r a l ways: 
there should be a network of f o c a l p o i n t s i n a l l the re l e v a n t United Nations 
programmes and s p e c i a l i z e d agencies; a c o - o r d i n a t i n g o f f i c e r should be 
appointed i n the Centre f o r Htunan R i g h t s , together w i t h an o f f i c e r i n New York 
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to e s t a b l i s h l i a i s o n w i t h the economic agencies; the matters should be 
included a n n u a l l y i n the agendas of both the economic and humanitarian 
committees of the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l and the General Assembly; there 
should be an annual review by the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Committee f o r C o - o r d i n a t i o n ; 
a system-wide programme of co-operative research and promotional a c t i v i t i e s 
should be e s t a b l i s h e d ; and a s i n g l e , system-wide expert committee should be 
c o n s t i t u t e d to oversee the process of i n t e g r a t i n g human r i g h t s i n t o a l l 
aspects of United Nations work. 

18. His d e l e g a t i o n d i d not b e l i e v e that those tasks could be c a r r i e d out 
e f f e c t i v e l y by the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , which met i n two separate 
s e s s i o n s , one d e a l i n g w i t h humanitarian matters and the other w i t h 
economic ones. That was a b a s i c s t r u c t u r a l o b s t a c l e to c o - o r d i n a t i o n and i t 
would probably be e a s i e r to e s t a b l i s h a small expert body r e p o r t i n g to both 
sessions of the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l . Nor could complete r e l i a n c e be 
placed on the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Committee f o r C o - o r d i n a t i o n , which had no s p e c i a l 
e x p e r t i s e i n e i t h e r human r i g h t s or economics. 

19. The proposed new committee of experts would be i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y , 
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y balanced and d e a l i n g w i t h the l i n k a g e of human r i g h t s and 
development a t two l e v e l s : the d i r e c t impact of United Nations a c t i v i t i e s on 
the enjo3nment of himian r i g h t s ; and t h e i r i n d i r e c t e f f e c t s on the i n t e m a t i o n a l 
economic environment and resources a v a i l a b l e f o r development. No e x i s t i n g 
United Nations body had a comparable mandate or e x p e r t i s e . 

20. The proposed committee would not be a monitoring body patterned a f t e r the 
Human Rights Committee. Most of the informat i o n handled would concem the 
fxmctioning of United Nations programmes and would be used c h i e f l y to prepare 
recommendations f o r i n t e m a l United Nations c o - o r d i n a t i o n purposes. The cost 
of the proposed committee would be about $200,000, which represented l e s s than 
3 per cent of the current human r i g h t s budget and was a small p r i c e to pay f o r 
p u t t i n g the the United Nations economic and s o c i a l development machinery to 
work f o r the advancement of human r i g h t s . 

21. There were compelling reasons f o r the Commission to act on those 
recommendations without f u r t h e r delay. In 1990, the General Assembly was to 
adopt an I n t e m a t i o n a l Development Strategy f o r the Fourth United Nations 
Development Decade. In a d d i t i o n , the General Assembly would convene a s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n devoted to i n t e m a t i o n a l economic co-operation i n A p r i l , w i t h a 
mandate to c o n t r i b u t e to the design of the i n t e m a t i o n a l development 
s t r a t e g y . I t should a l s o be noted that the Preparatory Committee f o r the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, to be h e l d i n 1992, 
would meet l a t e r i n 1990. 

22. The documents being prepared so f a r f o r the Fourth Development Decade and 
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development made no reference 
at a l l to human r i g h t s . The Commission had not yet taken a f i r m p o s i t i o n on 
the r o l e of human r i g h t s i n development s t r a t e g y or environmental p r o t e c t i o n . 
I f i t d i d not respond to the opportunity a f f o r d e d by the work being done i n 
New York, the v i c t i m s of human r i g h t s abuses around the world might w e l l 
wonder whether the Commission was s e r i o u s about enhancing i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 
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23. Mr. HLOPHE (Swaziland) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n was heartened by the 
encouraging signs of a l l - r o u n d progress i n the e v o l u t i o n of human r i g h t s . I t 
hoped that the Commission would take advantage of the p o s i t i v e developments 
o c c u r r i n g throughout the world and conduct the march of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
commimity towards a s a f e r and more democratic world. 

24. While h i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the views and recommendations put forward 
by previous speakers and agreed on broad p r i n c i p l e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those 
ftindamental to the advancement of socio-economic and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , i t 
s t r e s s e d that they would remain l a r g e l y meaningless i f they were not 
accompanied by the p o l i t i c a l w i l l of the v a r i o u s Governments. 

25. On the other hand, h i s d e l e g a t i o n noted w i t h dismay t h a t , d e s p i t e the 
economic recovery achieved i n some i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s , the p e r i p h e r a l 
developing c o u n t r i e s continued to be confronted w i t h an adverse e x t e r n a l 
environment which n u l l i f i e d the strenuous e f f o r t s they made to a t t a i n the goal 
of economic s e l f - r e l i a n c e . 

26. Swaziland was a small land-locked country whose economic development 
depended mainly on e x t e r n a l trade. Consequently, the unprecedented d e c l i n e i n 
commodity p r i c e s and the unfavourable i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic scenarios had 
extremely s e r i o u s consequences f o r i t s f r a g i l e economy. 

27. His d e l e g a t i o n f u l l y shared the view that the r e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s 
was d i r e c t l y l i n k e d w i t h the r i g h t to development. I t s t r o n g l y b e l i e v e d that 
the p r i n c i p l e s u n d e r l y i n g the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States 
and the establishment of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order remained 
indi s p e n s a b l e f o r the achievement of the f u l l enjojnment of human r i g h t s . 

28. His Govenment's p o l i c y was thus designed to i n t e n s i f y the development of 
i t s a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l b a s i s i n order to enhance the q u a l i t y of l i f e and improve 
the l i v i n g standards of i t s c i t i z e n s . Swaziland was an a c t i v e member of the 
Southern A f r i c a n Development Co-operation Conference (SADDC) the c a r d i n a l 
p r i n c i p l e s and purposes of which amounted to the c o n s o l i d a t i o n of the hard-won 
socio-economic and p o l i t i c a l independence of that region of A f r i c a . 

29. Mr. RONQUIST (Sweden) s a i d t h a t , although some 25 years had passed s i n c e 
the adoption of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i g h t s , the number of 
r a t i f y i n g States remained low. His d e l e g a t i o n urged the Governments that had 
not yet done so to increase t h e i r e f f o r t s to become States P a r t i e s to the 
Covenants and a l s o advocated an i n c r e a s i n g r o l e f o r the Centre f o r Human 
Rights i n a s s i s t i n g such States i n t h e i r endeavours to that end. Governments 
which were faced w i t h s e r i o u s a l l e g a t i o n s of human r i g h t s abuses but declared 
t h e i r innocence should manifest t h e i r commitment to human r i g h t s by acceding 
to the Covenants. 

30. The implementation procedure provided f o r under the human r i g h t s 
instruments should p l a y an e s s e n t i a l r o l e i n the p r o t e c t i o n of those r i g h t s , 
but that was not always the case. Many States P a r t i e s f a i l e d i n t h e i r d u t i e s 
to submit p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s and a small number of States had not yet recognized 
the r i g h t of i n d i v i d u a l s to submit communications to the r e l e v a n t t r e a t y 
bodies. In that connection, h i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the accession s i n c e 1989 
of s i x new States p a r t i e s to the Optional P r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . 
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31. The study by Mr. A l s t o n on p o s s i b l e long-term approaches to enhancing the 
e f f e c t i v e o p e r a t i o n of the bodies e s t a b l i s h e d under human r i g h t s instruments 
(A/44/668) contained ideas and suggestions which the Commission and the t r e a t y 
bodies should take i n t o account. 

32. The r e p o r t i n g system was o f t e n r e f e r r e d to as a burden on S t a t e s . Even 
i f i t was burdensome, i t served v a r i o u s important o b j e c t i v e s , such as the 
p e r i o d i c review of law and p r a c t i c e regarding each of the r i g h t s , and the 
promotion of p u b l i c s c r u t i n y of govemment p o l i c i e s . Therefore, the r e p o r t i n g 
procedure should be seen as an e s s e n t i a l i n g r e d i e n t i n the implementation of 
human r i g h t s . A s s i s t a n c e to the States concemed, w i t h i n the programme of 
ad v i s o r y s e r v i c e s f o r example, should be used to a l l e v i a t e the problem of 
inadequate or u n s a t i s f a c t o r y r e p o r t s . 

33. With the adoption of new conventions i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s , the 
problem of the overlapping competence of v a r i o u s t r e a t y bodies was 
i n c r e a s i n g . As proposed by Mr. A l s t o n i n h i s study, a system of 
cross-references might be h e l p f u l i n order to avoid unnecessary d u p l i c a t i o n . 
A c l o s e r dialogue between the committees and the States p a r t i e s would a l s o be 
welcome. For i n s t a n c e , the committees might adopt the p r a c t i c e of p r o v i d i n g 
the States i n advance w i t h a l i s t of questions to be d e a l t w i t h during the 
examination of the r e p o r t s . 

34. The previous s e s s i o n of the Commission had been a very s u c c e s s f u l one. 
Two important d r a f t instruments had been t r a n s m i t t e d to the General Assembly: 
the Second Op t i o n a l P r o t o c o l to the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l Rights aiming a t the A b o l i t i o n of the Death P e n a l t y , and the 
Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d . He welcomed the adoption by the 
General Assembly of both those instrtunents and noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n the 
announcement by the Under-Secretary-General f o r Himian Rights that the 
Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d had al r e a d y been signed by 60 States -
i n c l u d i n g Sweden - on the f i r s t day on which i t had been opened f o r 
si g n a t u r e . His Goverranent was a l s o ready to s i g n the Second Op t i o n a l P r o t o c o l 
as soon as i t was opened f o r s i g n a t u r e , and was t a k i n g steps to r a t i f y both of 
those instruments i n 1990. 

35. The adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d should be seen 
merely as the s t a r t i n g - p o i n t i n the work of p r o t e c t i n g c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s . 
S u f f i c i e n t a t t e n t i o n should t h e r e f o r e be given a t forthcoming meetings of the 
Commission to the question of the implementation of those r i g h t s . 

36. Tuming to the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n on the r i g h t to development h e l d 
r e c e n t l y a t Geneva, he s a i d that the importance of the r i g h t to e f f e c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a l l aspects of development and a l l stages of the 
decision-Hnaking process, and the importance of respect f o r htiman r i g h t s i n a l l 
development s t r a t e g i e s , had been among the iss u e s discussed during the 
c o n s u l t a t i o n . The human person should be the c e n t r a l subject of human 
r i g h t s . A l l e f f o r t s should be d i r e c t e d towards the f u l l enjosrment by a l l of 
c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s as both the necessary 
c o n d i t i o n f o r and the aim of the r i g h t to development. 

37. Those c r i t e r i a were i n keeping w i t h the goals of Swedish development 
a s s i s t a n c e , which s t r o n g l y emphasized the promotion of democracy and human 
r i g h t s . 
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38. Paying t r i b u t e to the numerous i n d i v i d u a l s and non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s throughout the world who played an i n d i s p e n s a b l e r o l e i n the 
promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s , he s a i d that there were many 
i n d i v i d u a l s who r i s k e d t h e i r l i v e s or l i b e r t y i n t h e i r devotion to human 
r i g h t s and ftmdamental freedoms. The s p e c i a l need f o r safegtiards f o r such 
defenders of htman r i g h t s was the subject of the ongoing d e l i b e r a t i o n s on a 
d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n tmder agenda item 24. His d e l e g a t i o n attached great 
importance to that work and welcomed the considerable progress made i n 1990 by 
the working group. He hoped that the d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n could be f i n a l i z e d and 
submitted to the Commission not l a t e r than i n 1992. 

39. Mrs, dos SANTOS PAIS (P o r t u g a l ) s a i d that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commtmity and 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the United Nations system had r e c e n t l y taken s i g n i f i c a n t 
steps which confirmed t h e i r renewed i n t e r e s t i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on 
Human R i g h t s . For i n s t a n c e , the General Assembly had adopted the Second 
Optional P r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights 
aiming at the A b o l i t i o n of the Death Pe n a l t y , thus strengthening the scope of 
a r t i c l e 6 of the Covenant, r e l a t i n g to the r i g h t to l i f e . P o r t u g a l , which had 
a b o l i s h e d c a p i t a l ptmishment more than a century e a r l i e r , welcomed that 
measure and r e a f f i r m e d i t s i n t e n t i o n of r a t i f y i n g the new instrtiment. 

40. Furthermore, the Htmian Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, 
S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights had continued to take d e c i s i v e a c t i o n w i t h regard 
to the implementation of the r i g h t s recognized i n the two Covenants tmder 
which they had been e s t a b l i s h e d . 

41. In a d d i t i o n , during the previous year, Mr. A l s t o n , an independent expert, 
had submitted a very comprehensive and i n t e r e s t i n g study on enhancing the 
e f f e c t i v e o p e ration of bodies e s t a b l i s h e d tmder United Nations htjman r i g h t s 
instrvunents (A/44/668). She agreed w i t h Mr. A l s t o n that the r a t i f i c a t i o n of 
human r i g h t s conventions by a l a r g e ntimber of States was a d e c i s i v e component 
of United Nations a c t i o n i n that f i e l d . 

42. I t was e s s e n t i a l , t h e r e f o r e , to r e a f f i r m the importance of the bodies set 
up to monitor the implementation of such instrvunents. P r i o r i t y should thus be 
given to ways of enhancing the r o l e of the t r e a t y b o d i e s , whether by a s s i g n i n g 
an adequate number of s p e c i a l i z e d S e c r e t a r i a t s t a f f members, by o r g a n i z i n g and 
disseminating f u l l and updated i n f o r m a t i o n , or by funding those bodies from 
the r e g u l a r United Nations budget. 

43. She was of the o p i n i o n that funding by States p a r t i e s could not only 
j e o p a r d i z e r a t i f i c a t i o n by a l a r g e r number of S t a t e s , but could a l s o 
compromise the independence of the t r e a t y bodies. The example of the 
Committee on the E l i m i n a t i o n of R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n was u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
i n c r e a s i n g l y r e l e v a n t i n that regard, d e s p i t e the f a c t i t had been e s t a b l i s h e d 
by the most wid e l y r a t i f i e d htunan r i g h t s convention. She t h e r e f o r e welcomed 
the f a c t that the General Assembly had, at i t s most recent s e s s i o n , adopted 
the s o l u t i o n of recourse to r e g u l a r budget funding i n the case of the 
Committee on the Rights of the C h i l d . 

44. She drew a t t e n t i o n to the p r e l i m i n a r y report of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on 
the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/19) 
submitted to the Sub-Commission on Prevention of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n 
of M i n o r i t i e s at i t s most recent s e s s i o n , and p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s conceptual 
approach to economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s i n r e l a t i o n to c i v i l and 
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p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . H i s t o r i c a l l y , i t might be s a i d that the promotion of hiunan 
r i g h t s had been b a s i c a l l y a r e a c t i o n to the a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m and i n t o l e r a n c e 
which had ravaged Europe during the Second World War. As a r e s u l t , p r i o r i t y 
had been given to c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . However, the two ca t e g o r i e s of 
r i g h t s were i n d i v i s i b l e and interdependent. The State should promote and 
pr o t e c t such r i g h t s f o r a l l i n d i v i d u a l s without any d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

45. None the l e s s , there was an advantage i n studying the d i f f e r e n t nature of 
the two c a t e g o r i e s of r i g h t s , not f o r the purpose of p l a c i n g them i n 
h i e r a r c h i c a l order, but r a t h e r to strengthen t h e i r implementation. 

46. The t r a d i t i o n a l view of the d i s t i n c t i o n between c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s , on the one hand, and economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , on the 
other, was that the r o l e of the State d i f f e r e d , being a b s t e n t i o n i s t i n the 
f i r s t case and i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t i n the second. However, that approach was not 
borne out i n p r a c t i c e . C e r t a i n c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s were r i g h t s to 
b e n e f i t s , such as the r i g h t of everyone charged w i t h a c r i m i n a l offence to 
have l e g a l a s s i s t a n c e assigned to him without pajmient or to have the f r e e 
a s s i s t a n c e of an i n t e r p r e t e r ( a r t i c l e 14 of the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on 
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s ) . On the other hand, economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s i n c l u d e d r i g h t s to n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e , such as the r i g h t to s t r i k e or to 
form trade unions. 

47. Moreover, the Human Rights Committee had confirmed that States p a r t i e s to 
the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights were r e q u i r e d not 
only to p r o t e c t , but a l s o a c t i v e l y to promote the r i g h t s embodied i n that 
Convention f o r a l l persons under t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

48. Among the o b l i g a t i o n s o u t l i n e d i n the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, 
S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights were immediate o b j e c t i v e s such as the p r o h i b i t i o n 
of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , the a l l o c a t i o n of the maximum a v a i l a b l e resources, and the 
adoption of measures which would g r a d u a l l y ensure the f u l l e x e r c i s e of the 
r i g h t s recognized by the Covenant. The f a c t that the adoption of any measure 
con t r a r y to those o b j e c t i v e s would c o n s t i t u t e a v i o l a t i o n of the o b l i g a t i o n s 
entered i n t o by each State a t the time of r a t i f i c a t i o n c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d that 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , l i k e c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , were 
enforceable by the c o u r t s . 

49. The i n d i v i s i b i l i t y and interdependence of b a s i c r i g h t s underscored the 
importance of the question of extreme poverty, which was not merely a r e s u l t 
of the non-enjosrment of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , but was a l s o 
c l o s e l y l i n k e d to the l a c k of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . Hence, p r i o r i t y 
should be given to studying the scope of the concept of extreme poverty, which 
would make i t p o s s i b l e to d i s c o v e r the causes of poverty and the measures that 
could help to e l i m i n a t e i t . 

50. In that context, there were two fundamental notions to co n s i d e r , namely, 
the need to combat p r e j u d i c e against the poor, who were o f t e n regarded as 
simply people unable to cope, and the need f o r s o l i d a r i t y towards every human 
being , which would make i t p o s s i b l e to recognize the most disadvantaged as 
pa r t n e r s , thus f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e i r s o c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n and p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the 
democratic process. 
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51. Tuming to the question of the e x t e m a l debt, she s a i d that i t would be 
u s e f u l f o r the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s to take i n t o account the approach r e c e n t l y adopted by the 
Committee on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights w i t h regard to a r t i c l e 22 of 
the r e l e v a n t I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant. The Committee had recognized t h a t , while 
s t r u c t u r a l adjustment programmes l e a d i n g to grea t e r a u s t e r i t y were of t e n 
i n e v i t a b l e , measures to p r o t e c t fundamental economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s were even more e s s e n t i a l tmder such circumstances. The States Members 
and s p e c i a l i z e d agencies of the United Nations should thus s t r i v e to 
incorp o r a t e such p r o t e c t i o n i n t o adjustment programmes and p o l i c i e s . The 
p r o t e c t i o n of the r i g h t s of the poorest and most v u l n e r a b l e should, i n a l l 
circumstances, c o n s t i t u t e a b a s i c o b j e c t i v e of the economic adjustment. 

52. Mrsf Regazzoli (Argentina) took the Chair. 

53. Mr. RIETJENS (Belgium) s a i d that the p r i n c i p l e of the i n d i v i s i b i l i t y and 
interdependence of human r i g h t s , which was f r e q u e n t l y a f f i r m e d but o f t e n 
ignored i n p r a c t i c e by speakers who continued to uphold the primacy of one or 
other category of r i g h t s , had emerged c l e a r l y during the d i s c u s s i o n s i n the 
Commission on the r i g h t to development. His d e l e g a t i o n had noted w i t h 
i n t e r e s t the rep o r t of the Secretary-General on the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n on the 
r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development (E/CN.4/1990/9 (Part I I I ) ) . He f u l l y 
shared the Secretary-General's c o n c l u s i o n that the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n was 
merely a f i r s t step towards a b e t t e r imderstanding of the r i g h t to development 
and that the complexity of the subject would r e q u i r e f u r t h e r analyses and 
d i s c u s s i o n s . 

54. The r i g h t to development e n t a i l e d an e n t i r e programme which should l e a d 
not only to the economic and m a t e r i a l w e l l - b e i n g of the i n d i v i d u a l but a l s o to 
the p h y s i c a l , moral, p o l i t i c a l , i n t e l l e c t t i a l and c u l t u r a l development of the 
human person. To that end, e f f o r t s should be made to o b t a i n respect f o r 
fundamental r i g h t s as a whole, whether of a s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and economic or 
of a c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l nature. Indeed, development and democracy were 
i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d , o f f e r i n g f u r t h e r proof of the interdependence of a l l 
human r i g h t s . 

55. One of the most important aspects of the r e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s was 
the primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the State towards i t s c i t i z e n s . Each State had 
the o b l i g a t i o n to respect and promote the c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s of i t s 
c i t i z e n s and to guarantee them appropriate recourse i n case of v i o l a t i o n , as 
w e l l as to ensure g r a d u a l l y , to the l i m i t of i t s a v a i l a b l e resources, the 
e x e r c i s e of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s w i t h a view to economic and 
s o c i a l progress and the w e l l - b e i n g of i t s e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n . 

56. I t was true that d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s of development and types of s o c i a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n r e q u i r e d d i f f e r e n t methods of a r r i v i n g a t the o b j e c t i v e s embodied 
i n the human r i g h t s instruments. I t was a l s o true that the l e v e l of 
development of the S t a t e , i n c l u d i n g the a v a i l a b i l i t y of the necessary 
resources, had an i n f l u e n c e on the c a p a c i t y of that State to guarantee to i t s 
c i t i z e n s the e x e r c i s e of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s and even to 
provide the necessary i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f o r the guarantee of c e r t a i n c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . In the face of obstacles i n that area, h i s Govemment 
advocated i n t e m a t i o n a l co-operation to m i t i g a t e the inadequacy or la c k of the 
necessary resources, and had long time a s s i s t e d the e f f o r t s being made by the 
developing c o u n t r i e s . 
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57. A c t i o n by the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s should not be l i m i t e d to mere 
a s s i s t a n c e , however, new approaches were necessary. That a l s o meant that the 
developing covintries should ensure that t h e i r own populations enjoyed the 
b e n e f i t s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation. The ex i s t e n c e of s e r i o u s o b s t a c l e s to 
the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n no way absolved a State from i t s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to p r o t e c t and promote such r i g h t s on behalf of i t s e n t i r e 
p o p u l a t i o n . The e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n of goods was a l s o a p r i o r i t y a t the 
n a t i o n a l l e v e l f o r every S t a t e , whether i n d u s t r i a l i z e d or developing. 

58. Moreover, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation advocated by the Charter of the 
United Nations should not be l i m i t e d to economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s , but should 
a l s o extend to c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . The promotion and encouragement of 
respect f o r a l l human r i g h t s , i n accordance w i t h the purposes and p r i n c i p l e s 
of the Charter, e n t a i l e d the shared r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Organization and i t s 
Member S t a t e s . In that context, he f u l l y supported the recommendation of the 
Secretary-General, on the b a s i s of the conclusions of the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n , 
that e x i s t i n g United Nations machinery f o r the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of 
hvunan r i g h t s must be f u r t h e r strengthened and a d d i t i o n a l resources provided to 
the Centre f o r Human Rights (E/CN.4/1990/9 (Part I I I ) para. 55). 

59. The study by Mr. A l s t o n on the e f f e c t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g of bodies 
e s t a b l i s h e d pursuant to United Nations hvunan r i g h t s instruments (A/44/668) 
deserved s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n . I t showed c l e a r l y that the monitoring system was 
i n a c r i t i c a l phase. The interdependence and i n d i v i s i b i l i t y of human r i g h t s 
i m p l i e d the interdependence of the t r e a t y bodies e s t a b l i s h e d under the va r i o u s 
instruments. A c c o r d i n g l y , a comprehensive a n a l y s i s of the f u n c t i o n i n g of 
those bodies and the v a r i o u s f a c t o r s impeding t h e i r smooth op e r a t i o n was long 
overdue. His d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d that Mr. A l s t o n ' s conclusions and 
recommendations were h i g h l y u s e f u l and should l e a d to d i s c u s s i o n s of long-term 
approaches to the r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of r e p o r t i n g procedures. 

60. Some of the e x i s t i n g monitoring mechanisms, such as the complaint 
procedure e s t a b l i s h e d under a r t i c l e 41 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l 
and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , had so f a r been of t h e o r e t i c a l value o n l y . Not only was 
i t true that b a r e l y 24 States had recognized the competence of the Hvunan 
Rights Committee i n that area, but sin c e the entry i n t o f o r c e of the Covenant, 
the procedure had never been a p p l i e d . 

61. He wondered whether i t would not be a good idea to make another attempt 
to secure i n t e r n a t i o n a l acceptance of the a p p l i c a t i o n of such a system i n the 
higher i n t e r e s t of respect f o r human r i g h t s , without impeding the good 
r e l a t i o n s between the States concerned. The f a c t that comparable machinery 
was f u n c t i o n i n g a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l augured w e l l f o r the attempt. 

62. Mrs. RICO (Spain) s a i d that her d e l e g a t i o n supported the conclusions 
reached i n the p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t on the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r e r i g h t s (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/19) regarding the importance of fo c u s i n g on 
extreme poverty and s t r u c t u r a l adjustment and the r e a l i z a t i o n of those 
r i g h t s . Her d e l e g a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned about the question of 
extreme poverty, and i t intended to be a sponsor of a r e s o l u t i o n on the 
sub j e c t . I t was a l s o e s s e n t i a l , however, to give p r i o r i t y a t t e n t i o n to 
implementing r e a l i s t i c , r a t i o n a l and e f f e c t i v e n a t i o n a l economic p o l i c i e s . 
Hvunan r i g h t s being i n d i v i s i b l e , c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s could not be 
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r e a l i z e d without the enjo3anent of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s as 
w e l l . Durable progress i n the implementation of human r i g h t s depended on 
e f f e c t i v e n a t i o n a l and i n t e m a t i o n a l economic and s o c i a l development p o l i c i e s . 

63. The current imbalances i n the i n t e m a t i o n a l economic orde r , i n p a r t i c u l a r 
the heavy e x t e m a l debt burden, were an enormous o b s t a c l e to f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n 
of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . R e q u i r i n g debt payment from 
co\intries beset by a f a r - r e a c h i n g economic c r i s i s and the unemplo3anent and 
poverty that i t e n t a i l e d was hard to j u s t i f y from a moral standpoint and 
d i f f i c u l t to achieve f i n a n c i a l l y . Moreover, the adjustment p o l i c i e s might at 
times i n t e r f e r e w i t h the alr e a d y d i f f i c u l t t r a n s i t i o n to democracy i n 
developing covintries and endanger the s o c i a l consensus, upon which any f r e e 
p o l i t i c a l system must be based. 

64. The Commission must ensure that States respected human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms. Although poverty, hunger and i l l i t e r a c y were grave 
v i o l a t i o n s of human d i g n i t y . Governments must not use economic development as 
an excuse f o r t o r t u r e , enforced disappearances or a r b i t r a r y executions. At 
i t s f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n , the General Assembly had adopted the second Optional 
P r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights aiming a t 
the A b o l i t i o n of the Death P e n a l t y , and her d e l e g a t i o n , which had been a 
sponsor of the r e s o l u t i o n that had l e d to the adoption t h e r e o f , was t a k i n g the 
necessary steps so as to be able to s i g n the P r o t o c o l on the day i t was opened 
f o r s i g n a t u r e and would proceed w i t h i t s r a t i f i c a t i o n as soon as p o s s i b l e . 
The Spanish C o n s t i t u t i o n had ab o l i s h e d the death p e n a l t y , and i t was to be 
hoped that other States p a r t i e s to the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l R i ghts would f o l l o w s u i t . 

65. Mrs. EKONG ( N i g e r i a ) , having s t a t e d that her Govemment welcomed the 
re l e a s e of Nelson Mandela and hoped that a l l other persons i n p r i s o n because 
of t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n to a p a r t h e i d would be re l e a s e d immediately and that 
genuine n e g o t i a t i o n s would commence w i t h the leaders of the South A f r i c a n 
m a j o r i t y on e s t a b l i s h i n g a n o n - r a c i a l , f r e e , u n i t e d and democratic 
South A f r i c a , s a i d that i t took the view t h a t economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s were on an equal f o o t i n g w i t h c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . A l l human 
r i g h t s were i n d i v i s i b l e and interdependent, and one s e t of r i g h t s should not 
be accorded g r e a t e r importance than another. 

66. Economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s and the r i g h t to development de r i v e d 
t h e i r l e g i t i m a c y from the Charter of the United Nations and from a host of 
conventions and d e c l a r a t i o n s i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . T h e i r importance 
had been r e f l e c t e d i n the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n on the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t 
to development as a human r i g h t . The whole iss u e of development was c l o s e l y 
r e l a t e d to numerous United Nations a c t i v i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y ways of 
implementing human r i g h t s standards and machinery to deal w i t h problems of 
hunger, m a l n u t r i t i o n , extreme poverty, i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y , i l l i t e r a c y , debt, e t c . 

67. Her d e l e g a t i o n endorsed the conclusions and recommendations contained i n 
the r e p o r t on the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n (E/CN.4/1990/9 (Part I I I ) ) as w e l l as 
those i n the p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t on the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s (E/CNi4/Sub.2/1989/19). The Commission should forward the 
repo r t on the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n and the p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t , together w i t h 
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the Commission's own i n p u t s , to the 1990 United Nations s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the 
General Assembly devoted to i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic co-operation f o r 
development and to the r e l e v a n t body concerned w i t h preparing the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Development Strategy f o r the United Nations Development Decade. 

68. Extreme poverty, i l l i t e r a c y , the c r i s i s i n a g r i c u l t u r e i n the developing 
c o u n t r i e s , the unintended severe impact of some aspects of s t r u c t u r a l 
adjustment programmes, the debt c r i s i s and the attendant negative net t r a n s f e r 
of resources, as w e l l as racism, a p a r t h e i d and the d e n i a l of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n were a l l p r e j u d i c i a l to the r i g h t to development and to the 
r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . 

69. The debt c r i s i s i n p a r t i c u l a r had had de v a s t a t i n g e f f e c t s . The current 
debt of the developing covintries exceeded $US 1 t r i l l i o n . In sub-Saharan 
A f r i c a , t o t a l debt had increased from $US 6 b i l l i o n i n 1970 to $US 134 b i l l i o n 
i n 1988. According to the most recent World Bank re p o r t on sub-Saharan 
A f r i c a , by the end of 1988 the r e g i o n a l debt had been equal to i t s GNP and 
three and a h a l f times i t s export earnings, and d e b t - s e r v i c i n g o b l i g a t i o n s , 
amounting to 47 per cent of export revenues i n 1988, had reached the poin t 
where they could be met b y only 12 per cent of a l l sub-Saharan c o u n t r i e s . The 
d e b t - s e r v i c i n g o b l i g a t i o n s of the low-income economies amounted to 30 per cent 
of t h e i r e x p o r t s , a crushing burden i n a region where poverty was 
a l l - p e r v a s i v e . 

70. In 1970, N i g e r i a had had a manageable e x t e r n a l debt of $US 452 m i l l i o n , 
which had then r i s e n to $US 5 b i l l i o n i n 1980 and c u r r e n t l y amounted to 
$US 30 b i l l i o n , s e r v i c i n g of which r e q u i r e d approximately 35 per cent of i t s 
export earnings. In A s i a and L a t i n America, the c r i p p l i n g e f f e c t of the debt 
burden was sometimes even g r e a t e r . 

71. The most a r r e s t i n g s t a t i s t i c r e l e a s e d by the World Bank had been that the 
developing c o u n t r i e s as a group had paid $US 50 b i l l i o n i n 1989 i n debt 
s e r v i c e to t h e i r c r e d i t o r s , the l a r g e s t net negative t r a n s f e r of resources i n 
h i s t o r y . 

72. The 1980s had thus been a decade l o s t to development. For sub-Saharan 
A f r i c a , as f o r many pa r t s of the developing world, the 1980s had brought 
f a l l i n g per c a p i t a incomes due to the d e c l i n e i n commodity p r i c e s - l a r g e l y as 
a r e s u l t of p r o t e c t i o n i s m and u n f a i r terms of tr a d e , f l u c t u a t i n g exchange 
r a t e s , a d e c l i n e i n p r o d u c t i v i t y and a l o s s of world-market shares. The 
segment of the popul a t i o n i n the development c o u n t r i e s hardest h i t had been 
the women and c h i l d r e n . I t was r e v e a l i n g t h a t , i n the p e r i o d under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n , s i x c o u n t r i e s i n sub-Saharan A f r i c a , namely, E q u i t o r i a l Guinea, 
Ghana, L i b e r i a , Sa'o Tome and P r i n c i p e , Zambia and N i g e r i a had been 
r e c l a s s i f i e d by the World Bank from middle-income to low-income economies. 

73. Extreme poverty, hunger, m a l n u t r i t i o n , disease and other problems had 
been a major o b s t a c l e to the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s and the r i g h t to development. Her Government c a l l e d f o r gr e a t e r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation to f i n d s o l u t i o n s to e l i m i n a t e the problems f a c i n g 
the developing c o u n t r i e s . D e b t - r e l i e f measures, reduced i n t e r e s t r a t e s , 
increased o f f i c i a l development a s s i s t a n c e and other forms of a i d were needed. 
The United Nations must m o b i l i z e i t s resources w i t h a view to a c h i e v i n g the 
true r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . 
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74. Mr. ALDORI (Ir a q ) s a i d that the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Right to Development 
marked a considerable step forward i n the promotion of human r i g h t s , and could 
be compared to the two I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenants on Hvunan R i g h t s , on whose 
concepts i t was based. The r i g h t to development could indeed be seen as 
underpinning most human r i g h t s , s i n c e i t s implementation was e s s e n t i a l i f a l l 
mankind was to a t t a i n a standard of l i v i n g s u f f i c i e n t f o r the enjos^ment of 
other r i g h t s . 

75. The D e c l a r a t i o n recognized that the development process should aim at the 
w e l l - b e i n g , and i n v o l v e the a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n , of the e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n and 
of a l l i n d i v i d t x a l s i n development and i n the f a i r d i s t r i b u t i o n of i t s 
b e n e f i t s . The primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of States was recognized i n a r t i c l e 3 of 
the D e c l a r a t i o n , and a r t i c l e 8, paragraph 1 r e f e r r e d to the measures States 
should undertake f o r the r e a l i z a t i o n of that r i g h t ; i n a d d i t i o n , s p e c i f i c 
o b l i g a t i o n s were imposed on the i n t e m a t i o n a l community f o r that purpose, as 
could be seen elsewhere i n the t e x t . 

76. The Commission i t s e l f had responded to i t s a d d i t i o n a l follow-up d u t i e s i n 
that regard, i n t e r a l i a ^ by i n v i t i n g the Secretary-General, i n i t s 
r e s o l u t i o n 1989/45, to organize a g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n , the rep o r t on which was 
before the Commission (E/CN.4/1990/9 (Part I I I ) ) . His d e l e g a t i o n , which had 
spoken, at the Commission's previous s e s s i o n , on the need f o r such a 
c o n s u l t a t i o n , f u l l y supported the conclusions set f o r t h i n the r e p o r t . 

77. At the n a t i o n a l l e v e l . States should r e a f f i r m t h e i r commitment to 
s u i t a b l e approaches and p r a c t i c e s , g i v i n g due weight to the e x e r c i s e of 
fundamental human r i g h t s and freedoms. At the i n t e m a t i o n a l l e v e l , measures 
should aim at the comprehensive development of the t h i r d w o r l d , whose 
c o u n t r i e s faced c o n s i d e r a b l e o b s t a c l e s stemming from f a c t o r s such as 
imbalances i n North-South r e l a t i o n s and reverse c a p i t a l f l o w s , u n f a i r 
commodity p r i c e s and burdensome debt s e r v i c i n g . Talks should be resvuned on 
the establishment of a new i n t e m a t i o n a l economic order; and South-South 
dialogue should be f u r t h e r encouraged, e s p e c i a l l y i n view of the emergence of 
major economic groupings from which the developing n a t i o n s were being excluded. 

78. The Commission had an important r o l e to p l a y i n i n t e m a t i o n a l a c t i o n , and 
the Centre f o r Human Rights should co-ordinate the D e c l a r a t i o n ' s 
implementation, as recommended i n paragraph 57 of the r e p o r t . His de l e g a t i o n 
a l s o supported the recommendation, i n paragraph 60, that the Secretary-General 
should appoint a h i g h - l e v e l committee of independent experts to rep o r t 
a n n u a l l y to the General Assembly, through the Commission and the Covin c i l , on 
progress made i n that regard. 

79. I r a q attached the highest importance to the need f o r development; i t had 
been ad v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d by e i g h t years of warfare and as a r e s u l t had to apply 
the utmost e f f o r t , husbanding human and f i n a n c i a l resources, to promote 
development i n a l l f i e l d s , e s p e c i a l l y economic and s o c i a l . For that purpose, 
i t was intended to enhance the r o l e of the p r i v a t e s e c t o r , and to take an open 
view of a l l the d i f f e r e n t development p h i l o s o p h i e s , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e the 
adoption of a new C o n s t i t u t i o n would pave the way to p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m , 
wider freedom and grea t e r eqtxality. 

80. Mrs. Quisumbing ( P h i l i p p i n e s ) resumed the C h a i r . 
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81. Mr. DAP ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour Organisation) s a i d that the questions being 
considered under agenda items 7, 8, 17 and 18 were of great concern to ILO, 
which focused much of i t s a t t e n t i o n on economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s . I t 
intended to c o n t r i b u t e to United Nations a c t i v i t i e s aimed a t r e a l i z i n g those 
r i g h t s , and i n that connection, i t had r e c e n t l y submitted to the Economic and 
S o c i a l C o u n c i l i t s t w e l f t h report on progress i n a c h i e v i n g observance of the 
p r o v i s i o n s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l 
R i g h t s . 

82. He had noted w i t h i n t e r e s t the study by the independent ex p e r t , 
Mr. A l s t o n (A/44/668), i n p a r t i c u l a r i t s references to ILO s t a n d a r d - s e t t i n g 
procedures and monitoring. ILO would f o l l o w up a p p r o p r i a t e l y the conclusions 
and recommendations contained i n that study. 

83. He had a l s o taken note of the p r e l i m i n a r y report on the r e a l i z a t i o n of 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/19), i n p a r t i c u l a r the 
references made to the r o l e of ILO standards i n d e f i n i n g the r i g h t s recognized 
i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s . ILO 
a c t i v i t i e s to combat extreme poverty, aimed p r i m a r i l y at a c h i e v i n g f u l l 
employment, were based on ILO standards regarding emplosmient p o l i c y and were 
part of i t s World Employment Programme, lavinched i n 1969. In accordance w i t h 
that Programme, n a t i o n a l development p o l i c i e s should give p r i o r i t y to 
promoting employment and meeting the b a s i c needs of the p o p u l a t i o n . 

84. With regard to the question of s t r u c t u r a l adjustment, the High-Level 
Meeting on Eraplo)rment and S t r u c t u r a l Adjustment, convened by ILO i n 
November 1987, had h i g h l i g h t e d the need to i n t e g r a t e the s o c i a l dimension i n t o 
d e c i s i o n s taken regarding such p o l i c i e s . 

85. ILO had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n on the r e a l i z a t i o n of the 
r i g h t to development as a human r i g h t , a t which i t had underscored the 
relevance of i t s p r i n c i p l e s and o b j e c t i v e s to the r i g h t to development. When 
preparing the i n t e r n a t i o n a l development s t r a t e g y f o r the Fourth United Nations 
Development Decade, i t was important to i n c l u d e the question of emplo3niient and 
to devote the necessary a t t e n t i o n to the key r o l e of ILO standards. A 
reference to such i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards might help to determine the l e g a l 
content of the r i g h t to development as a human r i g h t , d e fine development 
p o l i c i e s and o b j e c t i v e s and ensure that development s t r a t e g y placed the 
i n d i v i d u a l a t the centre of i t s concerns. 

86. He was pleased that a number of po i n t s that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had developed 
at the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n were r e f l e c t e d i n the report (E/CN.4/1990/9 
(Part I I I ) ) ; ILO would duly f o l l o w up the conclusions and recommendations 
contained t h e r e i n . 

87. Mr. FRAMBACH (Observer f o r the German Democratic Republic) s a i d that the 
current h i s t o r i c developments i n Europe provided an opp o r t u n i t y to usher i n a 
q u a l i t a t i v e l y new phase of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g co-operation i n 
the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . His M i n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s had s t a t e d , i n a 
recent memorandum, that the German Democratic Republic was f u l l y committed to 
guaranteeing human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms and adhered to the 
indis p e n s a b l e p r i n c i p l e that c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s were equal i n value and i n t e r r e l a t e d . 
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88. An honest hvunan r i g h t s p o l i c y must always be pursued f i r s t i n one's own 
country. His country's new Government, whatever i t s composition, would face 
up to that task. Democracy would henceforth be understood as the people's 
guaranteed r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , openness i n a l l s o c i a l matters and the 
comprehensive r u l e of law; a u t h o r i t i e s would be l i m i t e d by the r i g h t s of the 
i n d i v i d u a l . In that l i g h t , the German Democratic Republic would s h o r t l y 
withdraw a number of r e s e r v a t i o n s entered w i t h respect to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants on Human Rights and would f o l l o w i n t e r n a t i o n a l mechanisms and 
procedures. 

89. As i n the p a s t , h i s d e l e g a t i o n would continue to speak up f o r equal 
treatment of r i g h t s , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l as w e l l as c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l . But i n i t s sustained e f f o r t s towards strengthening economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , i t would seek a consensus among a l l S t a t e s . A 
j o i n t approach was a l s o needed to the sustained promotion of the r i g h t to 
development, f o r which the re p o r t on the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n (E/CN.4/1990/9 
(Part I I I ) ) was an important s t a r t i n g p o i n t . The p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t by the 
Sub-Commission's S p e c i a l Rapporteur on the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/19) could a l s o help i n m o t i v a t i n g a l l 
States to give those r i g h t s c l o s e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

90. Mr. GLAIEL (Observer f o r the S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e 
of the r i g h t of r e p l y , s a i d t h a t , i n the past few days, a non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n which h i s d e l e g a t i o n h e l d i n hig h esteem had v o i c e d g r a v e l y 
erroneous contentions which i t should have checked c a r e f u l l y before 
d i s s e m i n a t i n g them as charges a g a i n s t h i s country. 

91. There was no "Kurdish problem" i n the S y r i a n Arab Republic. A l l 
c i t i z e n s , r e g a r d l e s s of p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l or e t h n i c d i f f e r e n c e s , worked 
together i n a common n a t i o n a l purpose. S y r i a was an an c i e n t country, i n which 
many c i v i l i z a t i o n s had merged, and d i f f e r e n t e t h n i c groups had long s i n c e 
learned to l i v e i n harmony. Although the current n a t i o n a l boundaries were not 
those of the ancient n a t i o n , because of p o l i t i c a l " s o l u t i o n s " imposed i n 
recent h i s t o r i c a l times, S y r i a had not acquired any land to which i t was not 
e n t i t l e d , and the Kurds l i v i n g i n the country were there by cho i c e . No groups 
of c i t i z e n s were d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t on any grounds whatsoever. A l l were 
f r e e to use t h e i r own language and c u l t u r e , and l i v e d under the C o n s t i t u t i o n 
and the r u l e of law, s h a r i n g the same d u t i e s and r i g h t s » i n c l u d i n g equal 
r i g h t s to education. I t was not true that Kurds had been d i s p l a c e d to make 
room f o r o t h e r s ; any p o p u l a t i o n movements which occurred were the r e s u l t of 
economic trends and had nothing to do w i t h p o l i t i c a l o r e t h n i c i s s u e s . 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 




