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REQUEST FOH Tt!E l:NCWSION OF AN .1\DDJ.TIOiiAL ITEM D1 THE 
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AGEJ!IDA OF TEE NI:NTH P.EGT.JLAR SESSION: . ITEM PROPOSED BY 
'l'HE UNION C'F SOVBT SOCIJI.LIS'r ;REPUBLICS ,. . 

Ne~r York, 3~ Seytembe:c 1954 

.•,. • J. • 

I have the honolll' to·reg:u"st
1

you to include in the agenda of the ninth 

session of the General Assembly, 1 ~s an Hem of an important and urgent cbare.cter, 

the fol101-ririg :. "Vi'olation of tJ,~; freedom of navigation in ·the area vf the 

China seas 11 
• 

In accorcliance 1·lith rule 20 ¢f the rules of proced.u:ce I appe
,, 

memorm1a.uni on this subject. 

( Sif21ed) A. VYSIIINSKY 
Chair!l!Wl of the USSR delega~.;ion. 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORJUIDUM 

concerning 

Violation of the freedom of navigation in the area of the China seas 

In recent months, oases of piraticill attack on merohant vessels of varia~ 

C!Ouritries in the China seas and of the seizure of suoh ships by Kuom:tntang 
-

naval vessels have become more frequent. One of the victims o:f' these cri:ninal 

acts has been the Soviet tanker "Tua.pee", vrhioh was sei;:ed by the 

Chiang Ka.i~shek :f'oraea on 23 June 1954 and. :has still not been set free uh:l.:!.e 

aaoordi:ng to the :Lni'orma.tion available 'che members of the orew of this Soviet 

ship are being ;;n;.bjected. to :f'Z.a~t ct:er::~ic:n. J\.r;c·t;."ler instance of such 

cr:L!Jrlnal aots was the seizure by Kuom.i:::~arg nu.ve::. vessels of the Polish merchant 

vessels "President Gott;roldn, on 13 Muy 1954, o.nd ''P:c-uca" 1 on 4 October 1953· 
A number of other piratical acts have been carried out by the Chiang Y~·sh~ 

forces against merchant vessels of Deil!l!B.:ek, the United Kingdom and o·ther 

co'Jlltrie s. 

SUch acts are a grccs violation of the· universally recognized prinaiple of 

freedom of navigation on the high seas, and constitute a crime whiah l:;he 

General Assembly is bound to C!Ondemn in strong te:rma, particularly since those 

guilty of these a~ts are not only the Chiang Kai-shek foroes b~G also those 

1;ho enco\ll:"a.ge them. 

'l'l!e USSR delegation believes that the above :f'acts ~rarra.nt the inclusion 

o:f' this important and ugent question as a new item :!.n the agenda of the 

General Assembly. 
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