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conclusion of a convention on the prohibition of tbe
use of nuclear weapons

On instructions froro the Governnent of tbe Union of Soviet Socia]-ist Republics,

I reguest the incl-usion in the agenda of the twenty-second session of the United -

Nations General Assenb\r, as an lmportant and urgent &atter, of ,an iten entitLed

'rConclusion of a conventj.on on the prohibition of the uge of nucfear weaponsrr '
Ever since nuclear weapons rlade thei? appear.ancer the Soviet Uuion, guided by

the interests of strengthening the peace and security of peoples, hae

consistently advocated the prohibition and the complete elinination of these

weapons of laass destruction. The concLuslon of an internatiolal agreenoent on the

prohibition of the use of nuclear rlreapons tlouLd be an ioportant step torards solvlng

this pr oblen and removing the threat of nuclear wax,

As ,fa^:r.back as 1961, the Unitecl Nations General- Asseublyr in adoptiDg the

Declaratioo on the prohibition of the use of nucfearc aDd ther&o- nuc l-ear weapons 2

decJ.€red. that the use of nuclear $eapons va6 contralTr to ttre spiritr lettea and

ai-o6 of the Unit ed Nations, to the ru-les of international law, and was a crime

ageinst nanklbd and civil-ization,
It is well- known that, with -a vie$ to putting in treaty foln the provisions

of the Declaration on the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons, consideration

has been given to the possibility of concluding a convention on the subiect.

Hovrever, in spite of the positive attitud.e of many Govexnments tcrwards guch a step,

it has so fa} not been taken.

67-2t t+2
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Now, u"ith the accumulation of huge stocks of nuclear 
'reapons 

in the vorl.
and the compllcation of the lnternationa-f sltuation as a resurt of the aggressive
action. of certain gtates' the solution of the prob.rem of prohibiting the use of
nuclear veapons acquires special urgency.

Desiring to pronote a speedy sofution of this probfen, the Goverrnent of
the USSR cafl_s on the Goverrjnents of a1I States M€rnbers of the United Natj_on6 to
glve due consideration at the tventy-second session of the General Assembly to the
item "concluslon of a convention on the prohibitron of the use of nucl-ear veapons,,.
The Soviet Govexriment is introducing a draft of such a conventlon for the ceneraf
Assenblyt s consideration. the Soviet Goverrment is convlnced that the exaninatlon
of thls iten and the adoptlon of a cl_ear decisi-on by the ceneral Assembly tn favour
of the concrusion of a convention on the prohibition of the use of nucr-ear .weapons

wil-l serve the cause of peace and the relaxation of internationaf tension and wi.l_l
be in keeping with the interests of a,Il peopl_es.

I shoul-d be grateful if you vou-1d. regard this 1etter as the expJ-anatory
nemorandum provided. for by rul-e 20 of the rufes of procedure of the General
Assembly a.nd if you would circufate 1t, and the attached draft conventlon on the
prohibition of the us€ of nucrear veapons, as officia-r- documents of the Generar-
Ass @bly.

(srenea) A. GROMYKO
Mlnister for loreign Affairs of the
Unlon af Soviet Socialist ReDublics
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DFAFT CON\TENTION

ON TIIE FBOHIBITION OF TI]E USE OF NUCLEAR WEAFONS

The Parties to the present Conventiont

Desl.Ilng to further internattona.f peace and security of peoples,

Avare of the exceedingly serlous consequences for a1l nankind of a nuclear

war,

ConfinolngtheDeclarati-onontheplohibitionoftheuseofnuc].earand
therrno-nuclear weapons ' adopted by the Generaf Assenbfy in 196f,

ConsideringthattheconclusionofaConventionontheprohibitionoftheuse
of nucl-ear veapons woufd significantly contribute to the solution of other

disaraament questlons,

Have agreed as foflovs :

Arlic].e f

Each Party to this convention gives the solenn undertaking to refrain from

using nuclearweapons, frorn threatening to use then e.nd from lnciting other States

to use them.

Articl-e 2

Each Party to this Convention undertakes to nxake every effort to arrive

as goon as possj.ble at agreelent on the cessation of production and the destruction

of all stockpiles of nuclear r^'eapons in confornity vith a treaty on geueral and

cor0plete disarmament r,rnder effective international control'

Article 1

1.. Thls Convention sha11 be open to afl States for signature'

2. Tbj-s convention sha1l be subject to ratiflcatlon by signatory states.

).. This Convention shalf be open to any State for accession'

4. fnstfl.:ments of ratiflcation and instruments of accession shal-f be

deposited vith the Governnents of ...., vhich are hereby desigrrated the Depositary

LJUV YI I!UgII U5 '
q Thi< oonwenl-ion sha]'l enter into force after its ratificatlon by all the

?artles to the Convention possessing nuclealweapons. 
/...
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6, tr'or States whose lnstrurnents of ratification or accession aJe deposlted
subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it shaff enter into force
on the date of the deposit of th€i.r instruments of ratificatlon or accession.

7. The Deposltary Governnents shalf lromptfy inform a_l_1 signatory and

aeceding States of the date of each signaiure, the date of deposit of each

instrunent of ratlflcation or accesslon, the date of the entry into force of this
Convention, and of ary other notificatlon.

Article 4

Ihis Convention sha]1 be of unlinited duration.

Articl_e 5

This Convention, the Russia.n, English, French, Spanish and Chlnese texts
of which a"e equally authentic, shaff be deposited. in the archlves of the
Depositary Govelnnents. Duly certified. copies of thls Convention shaLl_ be
transmitted by the Depositary Goverunents to the Governments of the signatory
and acceding States.




