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CREDEi{TfA],S OF REPRESEIITATIVES IO THE FITTH EMEBGENCY SPECIA]., SESSIO}I

OF THE GENURAL ASSUTLY

Report of the Credentials Committee

Chairman: Mr. Kurt WALDHEIM (lustria)

l-. At its 1!2!th plenary rteeting, on 1? June 1967, the General Assembly, in

accordance rqith ru]-e 28 of its rules of procedure, appointed a Credentials

Committee for its flfth emergency speelal session. On the suggestion of the

president of the Assembly, it decided that the credentials committee voufd consist

of the same nlembers vho served during the tventy-fi].st regular session and the

fifth speciaf session, nanely: Austria, EI Salvador, Guinea, fvory Coast, Japan,

Nepaf, Nicaragua, Union of Soviet Socj.afist Republics and United States of Amelica.

2. The Credentials Committee met on J July I)61 .

1. Opening the meeting, the representative of the Secretary-General referr'ed

tc rul-e 65 of the rufes of procedure of the Generaf Assembly, according to which

the president and vice -Pres id.ents for emergency special sessions shal-} be,

Taqr'p.l'.irrplv the chajanen of those delegatlons from vhich vere efected the

president and vice,Presidents of the prevlous session, and suggested that the said.

rufe coufd be equally applied to the chairmanship cf the cledentj.afs comnittee.

4. There having been no objectlon to the above-mentioned suggestion,

Mr. Kuat wal-dheim (lustria) took the Cha:lr'

5, The Chaiman cal-led the attention of the coffioittee to the memorandum of the

sec.xetary-General on the status of the credentials of replesentatives to the

fifth energency special session of the General Assembly'

6, The representative of the Union of Soviet Sociafist Repubfics stated that

hj.s delegation, fike many others., did not recognize the valldity of the credential-s
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submitted by the chiang Kai-shek r6gime, uhlch had unlavfully arrogated to itself
the titl-e of repreeentative of the Chlnese people. His delegatlon's positlon,
as stated on many previous occasLons, was that the onl-y goverrunent legally
enti.tled to represent the Chinese people was the Governnlent of the peoplers

Republic of China.

7. For the above-mentioned reasons, the representatlve of the Union of Soviet
socialist Republics proposed that the conmittee regard the credentlal-s in questlon
as invafid and to this end introduced the following draft resol_ution:

"The Credentials Corunittee

"Havlng considered the proposal- of the delegation of the Union ofgov-iet Socialist Republics on the non-recognltion of the credentials of
the persons calling themselves I repre sentatives of the Republic of
China t ,

"Decides to consider lnvafid the eredential_s of the persons calling
thenseffEF-es 'the representatives of the Republic of Chinar at the fifth
emergency special sessi.on of the Unlted Nations General Assembl,y owlng
to the incompatibility of these credentials with the requlrements of
ru.]e 2? of the rules of procedure of the General Assemb]y."

8, The representative of Guinea stated that he strongly supported the draft
reso].ution. fn the view of hls delegation the Chiang Kai-shek cLique did not
repxesent the chinese peopl-e and the General Assemblv should take note of that
fact.
9. ?he representatlve of Nepaf said that hls Government had consistently
maintained tha! a group of exll-es living in Tairvan coul-d nct claim to represent
the Chlneee people, The only legal representatives of that peopfe were those
appointed by the Peop1e's Repubfic of China. He r^rould, therefore, vote for the
USSB draft resolution.
10. The representative of Japan observed that the USSR draft resolution confused
two questions, namefy, the representation of China in the United Naticns and the
validity of the credential-s of the repre sentati.ve s of the Repubfic of chi.na. rn
hls view, the Cornnlttee r,ras not conipetent to deal with the fj"rst questlon; it
had been raised and settl-ed. at the twenty-first session of the General- Assembly,
vhlch had rejected a proposal- (a/f.\g6 and Add.I) that the repre sentatj.ves of the
Repubhc of Chj.na s hould be expelled from the United Nations, He therefore
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consldered that the USSR draft resol-utlon was out of order, but vtth a view to
avoldlng a procedural- debate he vould not object to its being put to the vote.
With regard to the second. lssue, he saw no grounds to question the I'alidity of
the credentials of the representatives of the Republlc of China, vhich had been

lssued by the competent autllorities of that State ln accordance vith rule 2T of
the rules of procedure of the Generaf Assenbly.
l-l-. The representatives of El Salvador, the Unlted Statee of Anerica, .Nicaragua,
and the Ivory Coast endorsed the rriens expressed by the representative of Japan

and stated that they would vote against the USSR draft resol-ution.
12. The Chairman put to the vote the d.raft resolution submitted by the
Tepresentative of the USSR. The dxaft resol-ution ras rejected by I votes to J,
with f abstention.
ft. The representative of Gulnea, referring to the credential-s of the South

African d.elegatlon, stated that he formally reseyved the position of his delegation
regarding the credentials of persons who cl-almed to represent South Africa. In
his view, they represented a fascist Government vhose policies of apartheid ffere

a flagrant viofatlon of the prlnciples of the Charter and of the laws governlng

relations betrieen States.
1l+. The representatives of the Tvory Coast and the USSR associated themselves

with the vievs expressed by tlle representative of Guinea and al-so wished to put

on record. the reservations of their delegations regarding the credential-s of the
representatives of the Govelnrdent of Pretoria. The representatlve of the USSR

further stated that his del-egation had repeatedly expressed 1ts opposltion to
the raclst r6glme ln South Africa, vhere the nnjority of the African population
were the oppressed victims of a Goverrment vhich by terrorism deprived then of
their rights and freedoms and $hich had fl-outed several- General Assembly

resol-utions ca}}lng upon it to end its pol-lcles of apartheid and racial-
discriminatlon. It was clear, he sald, that the representative of such a r6gime

coufd not represent the people of South Africa.
$. The representative of El- Salvador 6aid that his Government had always been

firml-y opposed. to apartheid but that did not alter the fact that the Government

of South Afrj.ca vas a legally constituted Government and the onfy one entitled
to issue the credentials for the representatlves of South Africa to the Unlted

Nations. As to the violations of hurnan rlghts and other rights ln South Africa,
that vas a question for other bodles of the United Nations to d.ea1 with and not
the Credentia.l-s Committee, 
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:.6. The representatives of the United States and Japan stated that their
Goverlments also categorically rejected the policies of racial discrimlnation
and apartheid practised by the Government of South Africa. They vere of the view,

however, that nelther the abhorrence of apartheid nor their Governmentrs

reservations regardj-ng other pollcies and acts of the South African oovernment

affected the val-idj-ty of the credential-s of the South African delegatlon, which
Frr'if i i lerl lha ronrliranor*c ^f v"la )'7 ^f r^^ vr'lac ^f rr^aoArvc

f7. The Chalrman stated that afl- reservations expressed. in the Conmittee

concernlng the representation of China and South Africa voul-d be resolved in the

Committeers report to the General- Assembly and proposed the following resolution
for the adoption by ihe Committee:

"The Credentials Committee

"Having examined the credentials of the representatives to the
fifth emergency special session of the General Assexnb]-y,

"Reca]ling the dlfferent views expressed during the d.ebate,

"Accepts the credentials of alf representatives to the fifth
emergency speciaf session of the General Assembl-y and recommend.s to
the Generaf Assembly that it approve the report of the Credentiafs
Connnittee. "

1B rFha ran7'FeFrl-.al.i \/a rf i-l-F IIsqP sAi,l thpi. in vievi of the fact thaL the

proposed resolution did not take account of the objections and reservations
expressed. regarding the credentials of representatives of China and South Africa,
he would abstain on the draft resol-ution proposed by the Chairman and vould be

unabfe to support the reconmendatlon that the General Assembly shculd approve the
r'a^trm-i ++ 6a I a ?ah^T+

19. The representatives of Nepal and Lhe lvory Coast stated that they voufd vcte

for the draft resolutlon proposed by the Chairman on the understanding that all-
reservations expressed by their delegations during the debate lrould be recorded

in the Committeer s report.
20, The draft Tesolution proposed by the Chairman was adopted by 7 votes to none,

wlth 2 abstentlons.
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RECOMMENDATTON OF TIIE SREDEMIAIS COMMITIEE

21. The Credenti.als Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the foll-owing draft resolution:

Credentlals of representatives to the fifth
of the Gene

The General- A s senbly

Approves the report of the Credential-s Committee,




