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DBATT DNCI,ANATION ON TIIE XLI}'4INATfON OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEI.I*

Note by the Secretary- General

I. The General Assemb\r, in resolution I92l- (X\IIII ) of I Decemb:r I!6J,
requested. the Economlc and Social Council to invite the Commissi.on on the Status

of Wonen to prepare a draft decfaration on the eliuj-nation of discrimination
against r.romen, with a viev to its consideration by the General Assenbly, if
posslble at its twentieth session, It also invited Governments of Member States,

the specialized agencies and appropriate non-governnental organizations to send

to the Secretary- General their comments and proposals relating to the prlnclples
that raight be incorporated in the draft declaratlon, r,rith a view to their being

brought to the attention of the Commlsslon on the Status of Women. The nconomic

and Social Councll, at its resumed thirty- slxth session, transnitted this
resolution to the Conmission on the Status of Women.

2- A...tr-din'lv +.hF rl.rmmission on the Status of Women had before it at its
eighteenth se6slon, held in I95,, thle conments and proposals received from thirty
Governments, four specialized agencies and flfteen non-governlental orgatrlzatlons
(E/CN.6/1426 and Add.f and 2). The Commission establistred a twelve-nember drafting
committee to consider al-I the proposals and su€gestions that had been submitted

end to prepare a single text for the consideration cf the Commission' The

Drafting Committee had before ii the text of a draft declaration subnitted by

the representalive of Porana (rrlcltl. 6,/LJ96) , a text proposed by Ghana in the form

of a vorking paper, and two vorking papers by the Cfiairman of the Drafting
Commlttee based. on the Polish proposal. In the course of seven meetings the

Committee preDared a text vhich l,las submitted to the Conmission for its

* Item !4 of the provisional agenda.
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consideratlon. After a brief dlscussion on this text, the Commissj-on decided to
ad.Journ fijrther debate on the draft declaration until its next sessi_on; to request
the Secretary- General to ci"culate ttre draft declaratlon, together with the
refevant working papers submltted to the Drafting Commlttee and the record.s of
the d.ebates in the Commisslon to the members of the Coomission for their comments,

and to request the Secretary-General to circulate such comments to all the
members of the Commission before it6 nlneteenth session.j/
1. At its nlneteenth sesslon, held in L966, t]ne Commission had before lt the
comnents received from nine members of the Cororni6sfon (e/CN,6/41+7 and Add,I),
including the text of a draft declaration subnitted by Ghana. A suggested ner,r

draft prepared by the United Klngdom vas also circulated to the Commisslon
(E/CN.6/L,417). The Connission decided to consider tbe text prepared by the
Drafting comnittee establLshed at its el-ghteenth sessioni/ as the basic text for
discussion, s.nd. to consider the other proposals as amendments to that text. It
also established a Style Comn:ittee, couposed of the representatives of trTance
(Cnairnan), Ghana, Hungary, Mexico and the Phih,ppines, to assist in the finat
worallng of the draft declaration in the various languages.
4. The commiseion devoted flfteen prenary rneetlngs to the consideration of th€
text of the draft declaration, vttlch ras ad.opted unanimously on B lr,lareh L966.1/
It subnitted this text to the Economic and Social Cor]ncil at its forty-first
session, together vlth a draft resorution under 

/whlch 
the councir woul-d transrnlt

the draft decl-aration to the General Assemlly,S/

al Further lnformation msJr be found in the re
Status of Women on its eiahteenth session

of the Commlssion on the
Offieial Records of the Economic

4,
puppJemeffi -rro. I \E/ 4o2> ) , para, r r.

and Soc Counci]- -ninth Session Nc,
r III ).

Ibid., Forty-first Session, Supplement No. 7 (E/\LTr), para. I5i. Further
infornation malr be found 1n the report of the Commission on the Status of
Women on its nineteenth session (ibid., cbapter II).

2/

!/ Ibi.d., chapter XVI, draft resolutlon I.
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,. The Econoniic and soclal council at its forty-first 6ession, in July-August

1966) decided not to embark on a detailed discussion of the draft declaration.

Certain amendments were subuittedr/ hovever, and a general exchange of vievs

took place. In resolution lf1f ()Ci.,I) of 26 July L966, tbe council transmitted

the draft decl_aration adopted by the commisslon on the status of women at its
nineteenth sesslon to the G€neral Assembly, together with the ame nd.ments submitted

at the forty-first session and the sumnary records of the discusslons on the

subject at that se6slon, as rell as the report of the commission on the status of

I}Jol]len on its nineteenth session and the sumnary records pertaining thereto.

5. Consequently, the above-mentioned documents \llere before the General Assembly

at its twenty-first session. The General Assembly r.ras not able to give6adequate

consideration to the draft decl-aration. A number Of further amend.nents:/ were

subnitted, however, and. a brlef general debate on the text of the draft declaration

vas held.,

7. The General Asseribly, in resolution 2L9g (WL), adopted at its L495th rneeting

nn l6lee,-mher 1a66, reouested. the Economi-c and Soclal Council to lnvite the

commission on the status of l/{omen to review the text of the dTaft Declaration on

the Eliminatlon of Discrimlnation against Women at its tventieth session Ln L967 t

beari.ng ln mlnd the amendments vhich had been subnitted, and taking into account

tbe observations of Goveanments and also the discussions at the nineteenth session

of the commission on the status of woinen, at the forty- first sesslon of the

Economic and social council and at the tventy-filst session of the Genel.al

Assembfy. Ihe General Assembly d.ecided that the draft Declaratj-on should be given

high priority at its t'wenty- second session.

B, The Economic and SociaL Council fornally transnitted resolution 2199 ()O(I) to

the Commission on the Status of Women at its 1l+59th plenary meeting, held on

2l rlecember 1965, At its tlventieth sessLon, held in tr'ebruary and l4arch L967, t]ne

2l E/AC.I/L.)+got E/^c.I/sR. t4o and 541.

5/ A/614s. annex rI; 
^/C.3/r'.L1+r/Rev.L, 

A/c.1fL. rr8t/Rev.1, A/c't/L'L1.BI+-LiB6,'='r i/c'.liL.tno ana'corr.i, A/c'1/L.LuoL, A/c.1/r'-L4o;D and' Af c.5/L.L\o6' rhe
amendments submitted at thb fody-first session of the Council and the
tventy-first session of the GeneraL AssembLy were presented to the commission

in tatular torn (e/cl.6/l+84, annex r).
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com'ission on the status of women estabrished a Drafti.ng committee to reviev the
draft Decl'aration and the various anrendments rS/ and to submlt a revlsed text to
the connlssi-on for its con.id.eration, The comulssion, in plenary neeting, based
its reviev of the draft Declaration on the text ratrich had been unanlmously adopted
at the nineteenth session in r!65 and on the report of the Draftlng conmittee
established at the tventieth session. The commissron revieved. these two rexls,
artlcle by articLe, and on 2 r4arch 196T unanlnously adopted the rerr.sed. draft
Decl-aratlon. rt submi-tted the revised tert to the Economic and sociar councrr at
its forty- second session, together vlth a draft resolution under vhich the Council-
voulal transmit the draft Declaration to the Ceneraf A66embb.9/
9. At the forty-second session of the Economic and social couneil, herd ln &ray

and June l-967 ' the social cornmittee decided not to entertain any d.ebate on the
specific provisions cf the draft Deelaration, or on any amendments tkrat mieht be
subndtted to it, but to forvard them to the General Assembry for consldera tion.!
Amendnent. r\'ere subsequentty presented by Jndia (E/Ac.7/L.5r2) but not d.iscusseir
1n the council. rn resolution 1206 ()o,II ) ot zg w 1967, l\e counclr submitted
the draft Decraration adopted by the connission on the status of wonen at its
tventi-eth session to the General Assembly for consideration.
r0. The full text of the draft D€craration rvhich is before the GeneraL Asserxbry
for consideratron a+" the twenty- .econd ses6r-on bas been reproduced ln annex r of
the present note' The anendnrents submitted by rndia at the forty-second session
of the Council may be found in annex II.

!/ offic Records the Tne sion
agenda item 56,

Further information madi be found in the
Status of Women on its twentieth session

report of the Commisslon on the
Records o

Soc Councll

2/ E/436r, paras. 4 and !.
Session No.
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ANNry I
DFATT DECI,ARATION ON TI.IE ELIMINATION OF DTSCBIMII{ATION AGAINST WOMFN

Preamble

The General Assembly,

Considering that the peoples of the United Nations have, in the Charter,
reaffirned. their faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and uorth of
the hunan person and in the equal rights of men and vom.en,

Considering that the Unj-versal Declaration of Hunan Rlghts ascerts the
principle of non- dis crimination and procfalnE that aLl huuan beings are born free
and. e qual- in dignity and. rights and that everyone ls entitled to a1l the rights
and fleedons set forth therein, vithout distinction cf any kind., incLudlng any

dj.stinction as to sex,

Taking into account the resolutions, d.eclarations, conventions and

recoumendatlons of the United Nations and the specialized agencies deslgned to
eliminate all forms of d.iscrimination and to promote equal rights for nen and

women,

Ccncerned. that, despite the Charter, the Unive"sal Declaration of Hunan Rights

and other lnstruments of the United Nations and the specialized agencies and

despite the progress made in the matter of equallty of right€, there continues to
exist conslderable discrlmlnatlon aga5-nst vonen,

Consid.ering that discrimination against l.romen is incompatible vith human

dignity, and rllth the {elfare of the famlly and of society, prevents their
participation, on equal terms with men, j-n the polltlcal-, social, economj-c and

cuLtural life of their countries, and is an obstacle to the full development of
the potentialities of vomen in the service of their countries and of huaanity,

Convi-nced that the full and conplete developrnent of a country, the velfare of
the norld., and. the cause of peace require the maxiuum partlclpatlon of women as

vell as men in all fields.
.1^--rr ,l^-; -^ +t^^+ .l +vu'Druqr rrr.i

*u ,i-EIEhe principle of eq\rality of men and vonen,
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Solemn\r procLaims this Declaration:

Article I

Discrimination ba6ed on sex, denylng or liniting as it does equal rights
between men and eomen, 1s fundanentalLy unjust and constitutes an offence against
uuu4rr ur6rrt uJ .

Article 2

A1I appropriate measures shall be taken to abollsh exlsting }avs, customs,

regulations and practlces vhich are d.iscriminatory against uonen, and to establish
adeouate legal- protectlon for equal rj-ghts of men and women, in particuLar:

(g) The principle of equal-lty of rights shall be enbodied in the

constitution or equivalent le.v of eaeh country;
(l) The l-nternational instruments of the United Nations and the specialized

agencles relatlng to the elimination of discrimination against vomen shall be

ratifled and fully inplenented as soon as practicable.

Article 1

AII appropriate measr.:res shall be taken to educate public opinion and diTect
natlonal aspirations tovard6 the eradj.cation of prejudj.ce and the abolltion of
customary and all other practices vhich are based on the idea of the inferiority
of romen.

,{rticle l+

AII appropriate measures sLrall be taken to ensr.rre to women on equal terms

with men lithout any dlscrlnLnation:
(g) The right to vote in aI1 elections and be eliglble for election to a}l

publicly elected bodies;
(!) The right to vote in all public referendal
(S) The right to hold public office and to exercise all public functions.
Such rights she,l-I be guaranteed by legislation.
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Articl_e 5

Women shal-l have the sane rights as men to acquire, change or retain thelr
national-ity. l{arriage to an a}ien sbalt not automatically affect ttte nationa}ity
of the \"ti fe either by rendering her stateless or by lorcing on her the nationality
of her husband.

AT-tlcre o

l. Atl appropriate neasures, partlcularly l"egislative neasures, shal} be

taken to ensure to vomen, married or unmarried, equal rights vittl men in the fleld
of civil- lalr, and in particular:

(g) The right to acquire, administer, enjoy, dispose of and inherit property,

ineluding property acquired during the marriage;

(!) The right to equality in legal capacity and the exercise thereofi
(_g) The rlght to freedom of movement.

2. All approprj.ate rrieas ures shatl be taken to ensure the principle of
equality of status of the husband and wife, and in particular:

(C) \,tromen shall have the right to free choice of a husband and. to enter

into marriage only with their free and ful-I consent;

(l) tr{omen sha}l have equal- rights with men drlring marriage and at its
dissolution;

(9) Parents shall have equal rights and duties in matters relating to their
childven. In al-I cases the interest of the children shall be paramount.

3, Child marriage and the betrothal of young girls before puberty shafl be

prohibi-ted, and effective action, lncluding legislation, shall be taken to specify

a ninimum age for marriage and to make the registration of narriages ln an officlal
registry compulsory.

Articl-e 7

All provisions of penal codes vhlch constltute discrimination against vomen

shall be renlaced.

Articl-e B

ALt appropriate reasures, including legislation, shall be taken to combat

al-I forms of traffic 1n vomen and exploitation of prostitution of vornen. /...
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Article 9

Arr appropriate ueaslrres shall be taken to ensure to girls anrl uoaen, narried
or unnarried, equal rights vlth men in educatton at aII level_s, and in particular:

/\(8,, .Uqual condltions of access to, and study in, educational lnstitutions of
alL types, lncrucling unlversities, vocational, technical and professional schools;

(!) The sane choice of crlrricula, the same examinations, teaching staff with
quarificatlons of the same standard, and school prenises and. equlpment of the same

quality, vhether the institutions are co-ed.ucational or notj

k) Equa] opportunities to benefit from scholarships anal other study grantsi
(g) Equal opportualties for access to prograrunes of continuing education,

includlng adult literacy programnes;

(S) Access to educational inforuatio:t to heLp in ensuring the health and
vell-being of families.

Article 10

1. AIl appropriate measrres shalt be taken to ensure to women, married or
unmaffied, equar rights vith nen in the field of economlc and social- life, and in
partlcular!

(g) The right, r,rtt hout discrimination on grounds of marital status or any
other grounds, to recelve vocational- tralning, to work, to free choice of
profession and enployment, and to professional and vocational_ ad.vancenent;

(l) The right to equaL remuneration xith nen and to equality of treatment in
respect of Hork of equal value;

/.'l nha ,i ^h+ +^ 1.\:/ !u reave wj-th pay, retlrement privlleges and provigion for
security in respect of unemployment, sickness, old age or other incapacity to rork;

f .r 'l qrha ei ^h+ +^ -,\:, "- ,eceive family allowances on equal terus vith men,
2 Th ^r^a' +^ n-,uv prevent discrinlnation against ronen on account of maternity

and to ensure thelr effective right to vork, measures 6hair be taken to provlde
paid naternity leave, vith the guarantee of returning to forne" employment, and to
provide the necessary social- services, including child-care facil1t1es.
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Article 11

The principl-e of equali ly of rights of men and uon.en deaands implementation

in al]- States in accordance I,ri.th the principles of the Untted Nations Charter and

of the Universal Deelaration of Human Rishts,
Governments, non- governmental organizatj.ons and individuals.\Rge urged,

therefore, to do all in their porer to promote the lmplementation of the
princioles contained in this DecLa.ration,
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ANNEX II

India: amendments to the draft Declarati.on on the Elimination
of Discrinination against Women

(Annex to draft resolution I (Xx) of the Commission
on the Status of Women)

(t) artiete 6, para. r
The words "as far as

ensurett.
(ii) erticte 6, para, 2

possible" be inserted after the words "to

The vords "as far as possiblerr

be take n to ensure",
Ar+i.'la 6 .^-. 2 (e\

be added after the 'words "shafl

( l1r./
The r,lord.s "to free choi-ce of a

(iv) article 6, para. 2 (c)

The r,rords "as far as possible"

snall .

(v) articte 6, para. J

The llords "and betrothal of young girls before puberty" be onitted

and the vords "as far as possible" added before "to nake the

registra bion. , , compulsory".

(vi) Article rO, (lJ and (1) (a)

Paragraph I and sub-paragraph I (a) be redrafted as follovs:

"1. AII appropriate measures shall be taken to ensure to women,

marriedorunmar}ied.,eqr.ralrightsvithneninthefie]dofecononic
and social life, and in Particular

"(a) trre right, vithout discrirnination on grounds of marital status
or any other €rounds, to receive vocational training; to ltorki
to free choics of profession and employnent subiect to
conslderations of suitability to a particular type of
employment and to professional and vocational advancement' "

(vli) Article ro (2)

The words "and. to provide the necessary social services, includlng

child-care faciLities" be omitted.

husband. and" be omittetl.

be ad.ded. after the words "Parents




