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fo"inltaI: EnslishT-I N6venrber WBA -
The questlon of the desirability and praetieability of estabLlshlng a

pernanent Unltetl Nations organ for fect-finding, as a neans of pronroti.ng frienttly
relatlons ainong States, was ftrst suggested by the Netherland.s at the seventeenth
session of the General Assenbly when the i.tem I'Consideration of principles of
international l-ar concerning flend]-y relations and co-operation among States
ln accordance ra'lth the Charter of the United Nationstr was dlscussed by the Slrbh
Comnittee. In its rr'ritten counent in pursuance of resolutlon l8li (XVII), nrhlch
was adopted as a resu-l-t of the discussion of the item, the Netherlands Goverrinent
submi-tted explanatory observations with regard to the functlon of a fact-flndlng
organ and proposeal further study of aL]- the relevant aspects of the natter, on
the basis of a report to be r0ade by the SecretarJr-General.

Sfter dlscussLon at the elghteenth session fn 1965, 1n the Speclal Couulttee
on tr'rlendly Relations at Mextco Ci"ty in 1!64, and at the twentleth sesslon of
the Genera]. Asserbly in f96j ) resotutj"ons 196? (X\nII ) and. 2104 (:X) were adopted
inv:lting ]vlerrber States to submit wf,ltten conments on the subJect and requesting
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the Secretary-General to report on the relevaJrt aspects of the subject, in
partlcu].ax as regards past United Nations practice. trfritten corunent s, in vhich
the questlon of methods of fact-flnding was referred to, were received fTom

fourteen Governments, and two studies vere p"epared. by the Secretary-General-
(A/j694 and A/6zpB).

These stud.i,es vere for the raost part purely tlescriptlve 1n their account
of the. fact-finding activities of various lnternational bodies, most of them

ad hoc. The Secretary-Generalr s reports did not attenrpt to evaluate - nor did
most of the couments received fron Governments - vhettrer it might now be possib].e
to lroceed to a further stage so as to consid.er, in accordance 1^'tth

resofution 21O\ ()fi), what insti.tutlonal d.evelopments might be feasib]-e
at the present time. For that purpose, a nuxnber of observations and. suggestlons
'were subndtted by, the Netherland s Governnent to the present session of the General
Assenbly (t/6lll).

fhe Netherlands Government earnestly hopes that the proposals which it has
made ]fii]-]. receive serlous conslderation, as a srnall but distinct advance in the
p?ogress of the international cornmunity toi'e.rd.s securlng aJtd maintaining friendly
relations betr,v€en States. It is the belief of the Netherlands Governuent that
more ambitious plans vi1l prove i-I1usory, even to thelr most fervent suplorters,
unl-ess some practical means car be founcl which wou.l-d aid States ln the
difficulties they encounter i-F ensuring respect for the principles of the Cha"ter
and. of their rights as States. Whilst the rnere existence of a pemanent United
Natlons fact-finding bod.y vould not, of itself, resolve all the riorld.t s political
ills, acceptance of the principle invol-ved wou-l-d. undoubtedly be enormously
beneficial 1n the daily l-ives of States.
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