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l. The Economic a$d Social Council, in lesolution ffle (Xlf) of aB ,luty t966,

requests the Secretary-General:

rt(g) ro prepare Ln L)66, r,rith the necessary revi-sions, a consolidated.
report'6ased on ihe annual memoranda on constltutions, electoral laws and

other legal instruments relating to politlcal rights of women, and to issue
thereafter annual supplement s to that report;

"(u) fo prepare biennally the reports on impJ-ementaticn of the
principles of the Conventlon on the Potitical Rlght s of \{omen, requested'
in Council resolution 95f B (Xrc{VI), and. to combine these reports with
the supplementary reports mentioned in sub-paragrapfr (a) above in a single
d.ocument entitled rPolitical Rlght s of llomen r;

"(g) lo circulate this document to the General Assenbly at itg
twenty-Third session, Ln L)68, and blennally thereafter' rl

D nha sa.r"oiq r.lr-Gene?al has the honour to circulate here1|Iilth the conso}idated

report on constitutions, electoral lar,rs and. other legal instruments }'elatlng to

potltLcaL rights of r{or(en, prepared in accordance vith operative paragraph (a) of

the above resolution. It may be recalled that the secretary-Genera} has 
rcirculated.

nemcranda on this question to the General As€embly annually slnce }gl+B'v These

memoranda have been prepared in accordance vith Economic and soclal council

I/ Al6Lg and Add.I and 2 and Corr.I, t\fLL51, Afr142 and' Corr.I,,-A/I9rI, 4/2151+ and'
- Add.I ana z. t'/2462, A/2692 and Corr.l, Af29r2 and' Add.], A/5r45 and Add'I,-

 l{3'il.:li "^i;;};'"i?'^?Tt2/.""' 
Al)+\a,' 4/4824 and corr'r' A/'L''' A/'45b

66-zagD'7
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resolutlons r20 A (VI) of , March 1!48 and 5BT B (rc() of J August t!!!, .and the
request of the Conmission on the Status of Women at its tenth sessior.,.?
1. The present consohldated repoxt is based on infonnatlon contained in the
above-mentioned. memoranda, which has been bTought up to d.ate lrhenever posslble.
The report contains the terb of Televant provisions of the most recent
constj-tutions, erectorar laws or other legal instruments relatlng to the r.ight
of vonen to vote and. to be el-igibre for electi-on to pubric office, vhich were
avail-abre to the secretary-Generat as at I septernber 1p66. Tt also includ.es an
annex containing the foltowing tables:

r. ccuntrles where vomen may vote 1n alr erections and. are el-isible for
electi.on on an equal basis vlth rnen;

II.

fII.

fv.

Countries vhere the right to vote and.r/or the eligibihty of vornen for
election are subject to Llmitatlons not inposed on men;

Countries where women have no voting rlghts and ere not el-igibJ.e for
electionl
Dates on which women were granted_ the right to vote;
Countries vhich have taken acti-on since the signature of the
United. Nations Charter (f!45) confirmi.ng, granting or extend.ing
ful-I or l-1mlted. political rights to womeni

\rl. Countries vhich have signed, ratified, acceded. to or notifled
acceptance of the Convention on the polltical- Rights of. Women as
at 1 september L966- The appendix to this tabre contains decraratlons
and Teservations to the convention and objections to these leservations.

Official Records of the Economiq- q4Ld SociaL Cotr.4], Twenty_se"ord Sejs ,=J
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AT'GHANISTAN

Constitution of I October 1964

Chapter III - Fundanents.l right s and dutles of the pgopl-e

Otat"a. ,:. AII Afghans trave equal ri-ghts and duties before the law without

discrimlnation or pri-vi1ege.

Chapter IV - The Parl-iaxAent (Shoura)

Articfe ltZ. The ?arllament shal-l consist of tvo chambers: WoLostDjirgah

(*a*rr"r- o""embly) and. Mashr6nou D.j irgah (Senate).

Adicle 43. The members of the Wolossi D.jirqah shal-I be elected by the Afghan

people by free, universal, secret and direct- suffraee i-n accordance vith the Iaw.

For this purpose Afghanistan shatt be divlded into electoral districts, the

number and. size of. vhich sha.Ll be estabLished by law. Each district shall elect

one representative. In each district, the candidate vho receives the majority

of votes, ln accordance vith ttre prccedure laid d.own by law, shall be declsJed.

elected.

Al"Er-Cre +).
t*r-r*
I. One third. of the members shal-I be appolnted, for a telm of fj-ve years, by

the King from among the eminent and- erperienced citlzens;
2. Tvo thiTds shalL be elected.:

(") $r each provincial Assembly vhich shall seJ-ect one of its members for a

+a*- ^f + lrsa6 rra-vc.

(t) By the electorate of each province r.rhich shall select one representative
'L1. fraa ,,nirrpr^cr'l sanr.6t gn{ direct suffrage for a term of four yeals.

:ji:::.:-:::, --'*'

Article 46. fhe cond.itions of eligibility for voters are ]aid d.own in the

electoral law. Every person who is appointed or elected to Parliament shall

futfil the follovlng conditions, in addition to the conditlons of eligtbllity
for voters:

The nembershi! of the Mashranou Diirgah shall be constituted as
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]. FIe rnust have been an Afghan national for at least ten years pri or to election
nr nrrai rl-.nanl: '

2. He must not have been sentenced to bhe loss of civiL rights since the entry
into force of bhe present Constitution;

.r1- !- faad AnA r.,?ira.).
l+. He must be over 25 years of age on the date of his election to the
Wolqssi Djirgah, or over J0 years of age on the date of his alpolntment or
e].ection to the MashrAnou Djireah.

AIJBANfA

Constitution of 4 Jul.y I95O

Arlac Le ltl

Every citizen, r.rithout d_istinction as to sex, nationality, race, creed,
degree of education or residence, who has attained the age of lB years, sha}} be

entitled to vcte and nay be elected to any organ of the State.

Article 26

All citizens shall- have equal access to government office und.er the conditions
prescribed by law.

ALGENIA

Ordina..nce. No. j::-OlO of ]6 JuLy 1962 establishing the procedure
for the eiection of members of the National Assembly

Article 5

The folloving shall be electors in a single col.Legel
(f) Algerian rnen and vomen who have r:eached- the age of 21 years on the

poll1ng date;
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(Z) Every tr'rench national r.rho has reached the age of 2I years on the polling

date and can satisfy one of the follor.dng requj-:.ements i

(") tre must have been born in Algeria r.nd. be able to !ro1e that on

L July 1952 he had been habitualty resident in Algerlan territory for ten years;

(U) he must be able to prove that on L JJ.L:iV. L962 he had been habltual\r and

regularly resid.ent in Algerian territory for ten yea"s and his father or mother,

born ln Al-geria, must be able to prove that on l July L96" he or she had been

habitual\r resident therein for ten years;

(") he must be able to prove that on L J'rIy L962 he had been habituallv and

regularly resid-ent in Al-gerian territory for twenty years.

Article B

Every elect,cr who has completed his twenty-third year and is not under a

judi-cial disabillty or under detention shall be eugible for elect1on.

farticles 9 and 10 of this act, vhich list the d.isqualificat ions for eligtbllity
for election to the National Assembly, nake no distinetion on the basis of

Constitution of B September 196,

Article Il

The Republic declares its adherence to the Universal leclaration of lluman

Bights. Convinced of the need. for international co-operation, it will glve 1ts

support to any international organlzation whlch fulfils the aspiratlons of the

Algerian people.

Artlcle 12

AII cltizens of both sexes shall have the same rlghts and the same duties.

Article It
Frravrr aiJ:i+an 

^lrcr 
'lO vcere nf ooa <hsll hq-.-ve bhe right to vote.

Article 27

Nattonal sovereignty is vested in the peopte, vho shall exercise it through

thelr representatives to a National Assembly, norninated" by the Natlonal Liberatlon
u'rnnn ond claaipd f.F q years by direct and secret universal suffrage.

/...

se{
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Article J9

Executive po{er is entrusted. to the Head of State, who shall have the title
of Presi.dent of the RePublic.

IIesha}lbeelectedforfiveyearsbydirectandsecTetuniversalsufflage,
after being nominated. by the party.

Any Moslem of Algerian orlgin who is over t, years of age and' 1s ir-

lcssessiQn of hi.s civil and potitlcal rights may be elected. ?resldent of the

Rgpubli c .

ARGEI{IINA

Articl-e L

Argentlna women shall have the sane political- riShts and' be subject to the

sa-rne obligations as are granted to or imposed on Argentine men by lav'

Article 2

Fenale al-iens resident in Argentina shall have the sar0e poli-tical rights, if

any, and be subject to the same obligatlons as are granted ta or imposed on mal-e

afiens by lav.

Article 5

fhe same electoral Lav shall be applicable to vonen as to nen. ...

Con6ti as amend.ed in 1860, fB66 andion of ]-

Artlcle 16

AlL its inhabltant s (of the Argentlne Confederation) are equal before

the Iaw, and admissibLe for employment vj.thout any other requlsite than fitness.

Equality is the basis of taxation and of the public burd-ens.
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Article J6

The legislative pover of the nation shafl be vested. in a Congres6 conslstlng
of two Chambers, a Chamber o{ Deputies of the Argentlne Nation and a Senate of
the Provinces and Capital.

Article 40

lo be elected. a deputy, a person must have attained the age of 25 years, have

exercised. civic rights for four years, have been born in the province or have

Tesided in the province for whlch he j-s to be chosen during the tvo years

innediate$ precedlng his election.

Article [7

Io be elected a senator, a peraon must have attalned the age of J0 yesJs,

have exercised civic rights for 6 years, have an annual lncome of 2rO0O pesos or

an equivalent salaryr have been born in the prov-ince or have resided in the
It province for whi. ch he is to be chosen during the tno years immediately precedi-ng

his electlon.

Legislative lecree No. 40f4 of 22 April- L957 ( -eirectoral bystem,/

Articl-e l. (As anrended. by leglslative Decree No. 151099 of I5 Novembex L957 )

A11 natural-born ci-tizens and citizens by optlon or naturallzation of both

sexes who al.e over l-B years of age are national electors, provid.ed. that they are

qualified and are registered. in the electoral list.

A]'tlcle 2

Eligibility to vote shal1 be estab.l-ished so].ely on the basis of the El-ectoral
Register drawn up i-n accor,i..nce with the provisi-ons of this Leglslative Decree.
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Arti-cle tl+

Al-L the functions conferred on electors by this Legislative Decree constitute
a public duty and. may not, therefore, be renounced.

Articfe 16

Each electaral offlce shall naintain a d"lstrict electoral register, vhi.ch

shal} i"nclude a card. for each elector domiciled in the elector:al d.lstrict. The

register shall be divided into tro parts a!.cording to sex and each part shal-I be

further divld-ed. lnto three sub-sections. ...

Artlcle 17

The national register of electors sirall be prepared. by the electoral maglstrate

of the Capltal of the Republic and shalL contain cop1e6 of the cards of all the

eleetors in the country, divided into trvo main categories according to the sex of
electors...

Adicfe 60. (as amended by Legislative necree No. 15,099 o.f f5 November L9r7)

ll/ithin forty days of the issue of the 1/rlt orderi.ng an election, political
parties shall lodge rnith the el-ectoral magistrate the lists of their publicly
annoLrnced. cand.ldate6. Candidates shall be qualified electors and ellgible to
hold office ...

AUSTRALIA

The CommonweaLth ElectoraL Act f91B - f955

Sectlon J9

^ , t-^ ,. . ,'-iI rr \,rh,a^t 1-^ 1-hA rli "^ UaJ-ificationS Set OUt in r.hrs tsal.t /^r'ThF al't/ all
\'/9Ll'.'|:.]'44L

persons not under 2I years of age, whether male or fernale, marrled or unrnarrled

shall be entitled. to enrokrent subject to the provisions of Part VII of this Act.

\t) Atl- persons whose names are on the rol-I ior any Electoral livision shall,
al,.}lia^t i^ +Lic ^-+ l^ entitled to vote at elections of Members of the Senate for
the State of l,rhi ch the Division forrns part and at elections of I'{embers of the House

of Repreeentatlves for the Divi,si.on ...
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Section 15. The quallfications of a senator shal} be tlle same as those of a

member of the House of Representati-ves.

becrlon )+. Until the ?arliament othe$j.se provides, the qualifj-cations of a

menber of the House of Representatives shal-l be as follows: (i) he must be of the

full age of 2L years, and must be an elector: entitled to vote at the election of

members of the House of Representative s, or a person qualifled to become such

elector, and must have been for three years at Least a resident within the limits
of the Coru,lonwealth as exlstlng at the tjme vhen he is choseni (ii) he must be a

subject of the queen, either natusal born or for at least five years naturall"zed

und.er a la'..r of the unlted Kingd.om, or of a c.olony r,ihich has become 01' becomes a

State, or of the Conmonwealth, or of a State.

AUSTIIA

pf"qlolql I"r.of rB l,fay f949 gover

Adicle 22

A-lI men and wornen l,'ho are Austrian ci{:i-zens, vho have comp}eted- their

twentieth year of age before the first January of the yea1' 1n 'which the elections

are held. and. r,iho are not exclud.ed from the rlglt to vote, are entitled to vote'

Article 4?

Atl nen and vomen who €Jle Austrj-an citizens, r,rho are not excluded ff.om the

right to vote and. vho have conpleted their tnenty-sixth year of age before the

first January of the year in r'rhich the eLections are held, may 6tand for election

notwithstanding the provlsions of artlcle 48.

NOtrE: The provisions of artlcle hB are irrelevant for the purpose of the

present document aE they do not affect the electoral rlghts of lromen.
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SEIGIUI4

E]_e_c!oggL Code of l-2 Ausust 1928 as a$ended by the Act of 2J Margh 19!n

Article I

fn ordex to qualify as an elector in lar}lamentary elections a person must:

(f) te a Bel-gi-an citizen by birth or be natural-ized wi.th full political rights:
Ia srande naturalisallon; (2) Have attained the age of 2I years; (J) trave leen
dorniciled in the same conmene for not l-ess than six months. Each elector is
entitled to one vote onIy.

AItrACIC 2

Iionen are entitled. to vote under the same cond.itions vith respect to age,

nationality and donicile.

Article 22J

fn order to be etigibte for eLection to the Charnber of Bepresentatlvee a

person must: (t) le fefgian by blrth or natuxalized with full poLitlcal- rightsr
la grande naturalisation; (e) le in possession of his civil and politica]- rightsj
(1) frave attalned. the age of 2! years; (4) le domiciled ln SeLglum.

Article 221+

fn ord.ex to be eligible for election as a senatcr, a person nrust: (f) le
nelgJ.an by birth or naturall-zed with fuII political rights: }a grande

naturallsatLon; (e) le in possesslon of his civi]. and political rights; (J) le
domlciled. 1n BelgiuriL; (l+) trave attained the age of 40 years.

SOIJVIA

Supreme lecree No. 4J15 of 9 Februa4r l!J6 (organic Etectoraf Lav)

Article I

A1I Solivians, men and r,rcnen, ',Jho nave attained the age of 2I years, shal] be

deemed to be citizens of the Republic lrreslectlve of their degree of education,
their occupation or their income. I
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Article 2

Citizens shall have the rtght (I) to participate, as electors or as elected'

persons, in the constltr-rtion or exefcise of the povers of governnent, subiect to

the conditions prescrlbed in this Decree; (e) to trave access to publlc office,

provided- only that they are not und.er any d.isability, except as othenrise provided'

by lav.

. ;t" citizen shaLl be bound: t. tc enter his name in the civlc Register;

t i^ 1.l1tp in everir Fleetj-on hetd. in his district; t. to perform such duties and

iunctions in electoral bodies as cannot be refused. under the Lavi " '

Articl-e J-?2

A candidate for Pre6ident or Vice-Plesident of .the Republic, senator or

d.eputy must: 1. be 3olivian by blrth; 2- knol't hov to read. and writei J' be of

the age specified in artiele 12[; 4. have cor,rp]eted his mi]i-tary d'utiesi 5' be

entered. in the Civic Register; ...

Artic1e. ]?l
women may hold all popularly elective offices, lrovlded that they conply lrith

the cond.itions faid dovn in the preceding article, save that nentioned under No. 4,

vhichis not applicable to vomen.

Arttcle I24

The Presi-dent and. Vlce-Presid€nt of the Republic and senators nlust have

attai.ned. the age of JO years, and deputies the age of 25 years on the day of the

election.

SRAZII

Constitution of LB Septenber L9l+5

Adlcle lli

It is obligatory for BEaEilians of both sexes to register and to vote,

the exceptions defined. by law.
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... A member of the NatlonaL Congress must: l. be a Brazlllan ...; 2. be in
full possession of hi-s political rightsj 3. ha\te attalned. 2I years of age for the

Cha,nber of Deputies and J5 years for the Federaf Senate.

Acc No. 1164 amending the El-ectoral Code of 24 July I!10

Artlcle 2

Brazlllans who are over the age of IB yeaxs and who register their names in
the electoral lists in the manner prescribed by 1aw shall be electors.

Article 4

It is obli-gatcry for BraziLians of elther sex to reglster thelr names in the
electolal li-sts and. to vote, ifith the following exceptions:

(dJ \romen \,rho are not gainful-Iy employed;

Article 46

Suffrage is universal and direct; votj-ng 16 compulsory and secret.

IUI,,,GARIA

Constitubion of 4 Decembex 1947

Article 5

All citizens of the Peoplets Republlc vho are above lB years of age

hrespectlve of sex, nationaL o"igin, race, religion, education, profession,
social status or material situation, with the exception of tho6e under judicial
disability or deprlved. of thelr civil and. political :cights, are eligible to vote

and to be elected.
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SUFMA

seclion 75 (4)

No }aws shall be enacted. or continued placing any citizen under disability or

incapacity for membership 1n the ?arliament on the ground of sex, race or religion

ordisquallfyinganycitizenfromvotingatelectionstotheParlls]]lentonany
euch ground ...

BIIRUNDI

constitution of I Jufv L962

Insplred by the Un1versaf Decla"atlon of Human Rights and- the Charter of the

United Natlonsi

The National Assembly has adopted and 1'/e confirrn the foLlowing:

Article Jo

The members of the National Assemb\r and of the Senate, elected in accordance

r,rith the lar,r, shall represent the nation.

Articte 44

The d.eputies shal} be elected dlrectly by the cilrizens of' Burundi of both

sexes lrho satisfy the requirements for voters laid down by law' Each voter shall-

have the rlght to only one vote.

Arricl-e l+9

To be e.Ligib].e for election to the National Assembly, a tr)erson must:

(") Be a citizen of nurundl by birth, or have been natrrallzed;

(b) 3e i-n possession of his political rights;
(") Have attained the age of 25 years;

(a) Have hls clonr:iciLe in }ururidi.

Article 50

TheSenatemaybeestab}ishedontheini-tiativeoftheLegislativepower;the
qualifications for election and the forn of election and organization shall be

Laid. dorrn by a Iaw. I ...



A/64)+7

_L-ag e 1+

BYEIOM]S SIAN SOVIET SCCIALTST BEPUBLIC

Constltution of 19 Februartr 19J7

Article ll0

Electlons of deputies are universaL: all citizens of the Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic who have reached. the age of l-8, irrespective of race or
nationaJ-ity, sex, religion, educationaL and residential qualifications, soclal
o"igin, property status or past activities, have the right to vote In the el-ection
of d.eputies and to be elected, vith the exception of insane persons and persons

vho have been convicted by a court of l-aw and rrhose sentences include deprivatlon
of electoraL rlghts.

Every citizen of the ByeloLussian Soviet Social-ist Republlc r,rho has reached

the age of 21, lrrespective of race or natlonality, sex, religion, ed.ucational and

residential qualification, social origln, property status o" past activities, has

the right to be elected. as a deputy of the Supreme Sovlet of the Byelorussian
Soviet SociaJ-ist Republic.

ArttcLe }I2

I{omen have the right to elect and be elected. on equal terms with men.

CAI"TBODIA

Decree (Kram) No. the Constitution
of

Articte 49 ( forrnerly arttcLe IE, as amended)

Every Cambod.ian citizen of either sex r^rho has attained the age of 20 years,
provlded. that he or. she has not suffered. deprivation of clvj_t rlghts and" fulfits
the requi"rements of the electoral fav, shal} be an elector ...

Artlcle 50 (fonnerly artlcle 4!, as arnended)

Electors. of either sex vho are not und.er the soe of 25 wesz's shnll be eligible
for election "' 

/"'

-NSof14J
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Article ?l+ (formerlY article 7o)

The Councii of the l(ingdom shall consj-st of nenbers who aJe appointed and

mernbers who are elected. by restricted suffrage. Members of the council shal} not

be J-ess tban 4O years of a8€ ...

Article 84 (nev)

A Popular Assembly, comprising representatives from afl the sub-prefectures

(Srotrs) of each province (tCret ), and. from aII the districts of the capital, sha1l

be estabfished- in the capital of each -lrovince and in the natl.onal capital.

ThemembersofthesePopu}arAssemb}iesshallbee]-ected.byuniversaland
dlrect suffrage by cambodlan citizens of both sexes 1.tho are not less than 20 years

of age and who reside in the sub-prefecture (EgE) ot district in questlon'

Afl cltizens of either sex who are not less than 2, years of age and who

reside ln the province in questlon or in tbe natlonal Capital shall be eligible

for election to the Popular Assemblies.

CAMEROUN

?reamble

The ca erounian people ... affirms its devotion to the fundamental freedoms

inscribed in tbe Unrversal Declaration of Human Rights and in the Charter of the

United Nations, notably the folJ-owing princlples: ...
The State guarantees to alL citizens of either sex the rlghts and freedorns

enunrerai:ed 1n the P"ea.nble to the Constltution.

Article 4

The legi€lative pover shalL be exercised by the National Assembly'

It shall consist of IOO nembers electpo for a tern of five years by universal

and. direct suffrage and by secret ba]]-ot ...
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Articfe 6

Any canerounian citizen, vlthout dlstinctlon as to sex, race or civil status.,
l.rho enjoys clvlc rights, has attained the age of 2, years on the date of the
election and. is abLe to read_ and_ wrLte French, ilay stand for election and. be
elected. tcr the National Assembl_v.

ArticJ-e ll-

Al1 persons of camerounian nati-onality are entitred. to exercise the poritlcaL
rights attached by the constitution or iry law to camerounian citizenship, vithoui:
distinction as to sex, race or ci.vil status, when they have attained the age of.
2l rrcqre .h; h?^lri/]a^ +L,!! ,reqrp qlru !ruvruc!,. ulrat they are not subject to any legal incapacity .,.
NorE: As a result of the prebiscite held in Februarxr l!5r und.er united Nations
auspices in the Southern Cedneroons (part of a former frust Territory under
united Klngdorn adrninlstration ) the forner Trust rerritonr feder:ated vlth the
forner Republic of Cameroun to form the Federal qep]tbtic of Ca.neroun.

Act No. 6L-2\ af L 19bI to reviee the tution wlth
Constitution to needs of a

Articl-e I

,o. 
".u"ra, 

Republic of cameroon is democratic, secular and. social. rt shal-r
ensure the equarity of alr citizens before the lar"r. rt afftrms its adherence
to the fundarnentar freedorns set cut 1n the universal Decraration of Human Rlghts
u"u t::.*rrter of the united. Natlons.

Article 2

National sovereignty shafl be vested- in the ceuneroonian people, whlch sharl
exel"cise sueh sovereignty either through its d.eputies in the Fed.eral Assembly or:

by vay of referendum.. No section of the people, nor any 1nd.ividua1, may assume
t}1e Fvar^l aa l-ha'6^f
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The vote shall be equal and secretj all citizens who have attaj-ned the age

of tventy-one years shaLl participate therein.

The authorities entmsted. with the guid.ance of the state shafl derive their

powers from the People through electlons held on a basis of universal suffrage,
's- ,l i -a.t ^j Li n^ i TAot h2.flo t ,v.i srf!vv

Alticle 2I

The electoral system of the !'ederation shall be deter"nined by a federal l-aw.

At:'LicLe ??

The iununities, the grounls of inel-igibility and inconrpaiibi Ii ty applica'Jle

to deputiesr their emoluraents and. privileges, shall be faid down by Fed'eral Law'

Artic le l+O

Legislative pover shal1 be exercised in each tr'ederabed state by a T,egislative

Asseubly to be el-ecred for a tern of five years by universal- suffrage, by direct

and secre.b ballot, under cond.itlons such as to ensule the lepresentation of each

adr0inistrative unit in plopoltion to the size of its population.

Nevertheress, in I'Ies-i:ern cameroon certain povells rla]r be exercised in nEtters

of legislation by the Assenbly of Traditional Chiefs.

The nature of tbose powers and the tems on which lJhey are to be exercised-

shall be laid down by a law of the tr'ec.erated state concerned, subject to the

provisions of this Constitu-tj-on.

The nurnber of representatives in the Legis lative Assembly of Eastern caneroon

shalL be loo and in tbe legisLative Assembly of i,iestel'n caneroon, thirty-seven.

ft-re electoral- systen, the qualifications for election, the system of

incompatibi lities and ilTmiulrities and the aniouilt of the parliamentary emoluments

shal-I be Iaid dor"n bv a federal law.
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CAI{IADA

ArIICl.e 44.

(1) nircept as hereinafter provided fthe dlsqualifications stated. elsel,rhere
1n this Act make no distinctlon on the basis of sex/, every person in Canada, nan
or 'troman, is entitled to have his or her name incr-udecr in 'r,he rist of erectors
-rlrelrared for the pollln3 division i-;r vhich he or she .was oudinarll)r xesident on
-ijhe clate of the issue of ',he I,rrit ord.ering an efec,rion in the erectorar .riq+yia,r
and is qualified to vote in sucl.r polling division, if.he ot: she

(") is of the full age of twenty-one yeaxs or i.rill a,ltain such age on or
before polling date at such eLectlon;

(O) is a Canadian citizen or other British subject,
(") ln the case of a BTitish subject other than a canadian citizen, has been

ordinaril:)r resident in canada for: the tr!'elve months inrrrediately precedin3 pouing
day at such electlon; anci

(C) at a try-election only, continues to be ordinarillr rssi4.r1 ,r.-r.
"l""a:::t district until- irolfing day at such by_election.

Article f9

Excep ir as in this Act o-bherwise provided. f,he dis quali fications stated.
elsewhere in this Act nalie no distinciion on
or woman, who is

(a) A Canadian citizen or othet: Brliish
(b) a qualified elector under this Act,
(") of the lhll age of ttrenty-one years,

nay be a candidate at an eLection.

the basis of sexlt t any person,

subJect,

and
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CNNTR{L AI'RICAN RNFUST,IC

Constitiqtion qf l-5 February 1959, as qnended by Constituti.onaL

Article 2

The er:ercise of the franchise nay be direct or ind.irect under conditions
,tAt-a1miharl h\r chA.iat ta...'-r^+:^, T+ -16^rr ^+ ell f.inlFc hF rrn irrercal prrr.lu,/ J!-! vE utrrvcros!, rYuur

ancl secre b.

All nationals of the Central African Republic of both sexes r,''ho are of full
le.al age ar.d in full lro.sessior. o: bheir civil and rofitical rijhbs shalf be

entj.tled to vcibe under the conCi'rions determined by lav, as also shall cltizens

^f +h6 .^nr,,hil-rr rrnAor 'l n cqrc nnndi tinr< <r,lr jp.l f^ ?'a.in]^.r'i1-.1r!vJ, ulrsrr uuvJlvv

Ariicle lt

mh6 rlrnt 6? ^f nahr,j..o- l;- rL- nr^-,^--t r^-a-Ft../ .r'a;i r annlrrmanl-.< thaIrrtr riu.lrlus.L ur L]cPuur cD l-LrI Lrrc H>bqruvtJ/ , urrl!r qNfuusLruJ, urrv

.-n.li ti^nc ^ al ioihi li1-.r, rnd 1-.n o nr'laq n.]nl.Frninc inalr'i-=lit, oh4 innnnrnal.ihi I i i.rr
-rrrr 

| 'r! 
*!6! w 4

of offices shall be established by an organic law.

CEYI,ON

(oo"rie-pn1q-.r ;tccr:ions) Order ir Council 19)+6\-".ffi

Secticn 4

No lrerson shall be qualified to have his na.ae entered oT retained in any

.e-isLec oi eleclors in ary year ii such person (a) is no- a British subiecL,

o" is, b:/ vi.rtue ol'hjs ovn act, und.er any ac rnovled3enent of allegiance, obed.ience

or adhcrence to a foreigr Pover or Siace; (b) vas less tirart tventy-one years o,-

^F- ^6 :r^ .r-.- ^! r,rha nF .. her r.^a- /certain _.easons for@Jr wlr urre rrrbu s4J ur (rurrs. Jcd! ' 
.... ,

r'l i cnrre l i Fi nn ti nn aF6 Iicial/
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Section 6

Any )erson not othei:wise disqualified shal-l be qualified to have his nane

entered rn a register of elec'r:ors 1n any year if he is able to read. and write
nnglish, Sinhafese or Iani I and if he has or hofd.s one of the folloliing
qualif icatj.ons fertain proper'r,y qualif ications are listed/.

Section 7

There shall be a Pal:l-ianent of the I s l-and. rarhich shafl consist of llis Majesty,
represented. by the Governor Generar, and two chambers to be known resFectivery as
1rhe Senate and the House ojl Repres entative s.

Section rJ (2)

A person shafl be disqu-allfled for belng erected or aDpointed as a senator ,.
if he has not attained ure age of i;hlrty-five years.

Sectron -1, (rJ

A person shalf be d-isquarified for being elected or appointed as a senator
or a Member of the House of Fepresentatives ...

(") if he ie not a British subject or is by virtue of hi! ovn act, under
any acknowredgement of allegi.ance, obed.ience 01- adherence to a foreign power or
State; ..,

iiecllon zo

Any 1:erson erigible for efection as a Member of parli-anent mav be noninated.
as a candidaLe for elect-ion.

Arti. cle 4 provides , !!sl el:!e, that: No person shall be qual-ifj.ed to have
his name entered or retalned in any register of el_ectot:s in any year if such
person - (a) is not a citizen of Ceylon, or if he is by virtue of his act, under
any aclmo'ledgenxent of arlegiance, obedience or ad,herence to any foreign power
or state 'hich is not a menber of the connonweaLth;ll (l) vas ress than erghteen
years of age on the firsi; day of Junej ,.. ?/

!/
CeyIon

(Parliamentary Elections) Anendnent Actr No. 48 of I!49.
(Parllementary nlections) Anenclnent Act, No. tl of f959.

Order in Council 1

DI
=l
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Preamble

The peopl-e of Chad solennly proclaim their adherenee 'bo the principles of

denocracy as set out in the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citlzen

af L7B9 and. in the Univelrcal Declaration of I!4E, and as guaranteed by tile present

Constitutlon.

Article 2

fhe relresentaLives of the people sha]l- be

and equal suffrage by secret vote.
' AII nationals of Chad,, of both sexes, who

and political rights, shall be electors, in the

ArticLe 22

selected- on a basi-s of universal

are in possession of their civil
condj-tions deternined bY }aw.

Deputies ftn 'cne Natlona] Assembly/ sha]I be el-ected by direct unj-versal

suffTage from a national list'

CJtrLE

Citizens vith the ri3ht to vote are those Chileans who have completed

tventy-one years of age, r'rho can read and wrj-te, and ave inscribed' ln tlie

electoral registers . "

A'e+i o1 e 27

To be elected DePutY or Senator it is necessary to possess the requirements

and never to have been condenned. tofor citizenship wi-th the ri3ht to l'ote

punishment involving the l-oss of civic
Senators rust, in adLlition, have

rights.
completed thirty-five years of age.



codifi ed Presidential
Decree

?itle If . Tqqegister

Artlcle Il+

The el-ectoral register for the el-ection of the pTesident of the lepubric and
of senators and deputies sharl be divlded into an erectorar register of men anal

an electoral register of wor'en. These registers, suppLemented by the uunicipar
registers of aliens, shall be used for the eleetions of nunicipat councillors.

A/6t+\7
English

Law I{o . Electorallon

Artlcle 27

The followlng persons are entitled to be
aliens) nale and female, over 21 years of age,
consecutive years of residence in the country,
donicifed in the nunicipality, sub_delegation
by the registers in which they are registi:red.

I

CHTNA

registered in the nrunicipal register:
who show proof of more than flve
who can read and write and are

o" civll registration district covered

Artlcle Ir0

Any cltlzen of the Repubric of chi.na, having attained the age cf t.,ren ty years
shall, in accordance ith law, have the right of suffrage except as othervise
provided by this constitutlon and laws; alr cltizens having attained the age of
tventy-three years shal-l-, in accordance rrith law, have the rlght to be elected to
office.

ATT]CIC I'4

rn the various kinds of erections, the quotas of vonen to be er_ected 6harr be
fixed) and measures pertaining thereto shall be prescribed by law.



CO IOMBTA

Constitutional- Amenoment of I December 1957

Article I

Legislative lectee No. 2t 7 at 1957 concerninq q ole-biscite
on ConEtitutlonaL reform

Of 4 Cctober 1957, as arojlLdgd_by lggislative decree No. 251 of
y u c-co Der ry) I

SoIe article:

Colombian nen and women, over the age of ti'enty-one years, who are not deprived

^f +ha yi-l-+ i^ ir^fA h1f i,r.li--iol cah+Fh.F cLall be Sunmoned on the firct Sunday invvwv eJ

December L957, to e)'press tfeir approval or disapproval of the following text,
whlch shaLl be indivl sible:

ll' fn the name of God, Supreme Source of all authority, and in oxder to guarantee

- national- unity, \'rhich is fcunoed in part on the acknolrled genent by the political
parties that the Apostolic Ronan Cathalic Beligion is the reli.gion of the nation and

that a6 such the public powers shall protect it and shall ensure that it is
respected as an essential elenent of the social order, and in order to ensure the

benefits of ju6tice, liberty and peace, the Colonbian people, in a national

Dlebiscite.

Decree

The Political Constitution of Colombia shall be the Constitutlon of 1886 with
the permanent reforns introduced up to and including the Legislative Act No. f of
l9l+7, with the following amendments:

Article l-

Women shall have the same political rights as men.
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Article 14

This reforn shall beconce

of the voting are known.:'

CONGO (BRTZZAVILLE)

Preamble

The Congolese people soleunly proclajn
rights as set out in the Declaration of the

1789, and ln the Universal Declaration of 10

this ConstltutLon.

effectlve inmediately after the official results

their adherence to the fundamental

Rlghts of Man and of the Citizen of
lecenber I!)+8, and as guaranteed by

Article )+

Suffrage shall- be universal, direct, equal and secret,
Congolege nationals of both sexes who are of full- legal age

possession of their civil and politicaf rights shall be entitled
conditlons deteruined by law,

Article 25

and in fuII
to vote under the

Deputies of the National Assenbly shall be elected by djrect universal
suffrage from a single natlonal list.

The number of members of the National Assembly, the conditions of eligibillty,
the rules concerning ineligibility and inconpatibility of offices, polling
procedures and the circumstances in which elections should be held in the event of
seats becomlng vacant) shall be establ-ished by law.

=l
A plebiscite was held undel' this
constitutional amendments set out

enactment on I December 1957, when the
'th67ai h r.1616 6d 

^h+ad

Constitutlon
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CONGO ( DEMOCBATTC BEFU3LIC OF)

constitution of r August I!641

Tltle If - trqndanental- rights

Article 1J

AI1 Congolese are eq.ual before the law and have the right to equal protectlon

by the law.

ATT]CIE -Lq

No Congolese shall be subject to discrimination, in respect of education and

access to public office 1n the Republic, in the iilxplementation of any 1aw or any

act by the executive, on the ground of religlon, tribal associationr 6ex, ancestry,

or place of birth or residence.

Title IV - National institutions

Section If - The national- l-egislature

Mflbership and operation of Parliament

AItICIe lc)

--'"ry 

congolese over eighteen years of age who is not disqualified under

the national electoral l-aw shall have the right to vote.

Every Congolese over tventy-five years of age who is not disqualified under

the national electoral law shall be elieible for election to the Chamber of
Deputies.

Every Congolese over thlrty years of age who is not d-isqualified under the

national electoral law shall be elieible for election to the Senate.

The Pernanent Mission of the Democratic Republic of the Oongo to the Unit€d
Nations ha6 informed the Secretary-Genera} that the President of the Republic
has declared, on Jo June 1966, that full political rigbts would be granted to
women in 1970.

!/
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slative Decree cf 5 October 1
elections for the es

instituti national and provincial
hment of the new tive institutlons

provided for bv the Constitution+

J-lrle -L - Election of members of the Charnber of Deputj es

Chapler fI - Eligibility to vote

Article 7

Every male Congolese over eighteen years of age on the date on uhich the
el-ectorar roll-s are finarry closed and who is not disque-lified under the present
Legj.sLative Decree shafi- have the right to vote.

Cbapter W - Eligibility

ATTfCIC IO

Every male Congolese over twenty-five years of age on I January L96j, lhe
closj.ng date for registering candi.dates, shalr have the right to stand for eLectian
and to be elected, unless oisquaLified for any of the reasons specified
hereinbelow.

COSTA RICA

Decree No. I of 10 DecembeI I El-gctoral Code )

Article I

All Costa Ricans of either sex over tuenty years of age vhose names are
included. in the electoral section of the Civil Register are eLectors . ..

o



^ 1r'l.
A /b44.(
Engl_1sh
Page 2'l

Article 5

Every elector who can read and wrLte ii eUgible for election to bhe offices
mentloned in article J above) provided that, in each case, he also meets the
reouirements listed in the fofloffing paragraphs:

(a) To be President or Vice-President of rhe depublic, a person nust: (I) be

a Costa Rican by birth and in possession of hi6 civil rightsj (e) le a laynan;
f4) htr 

^var 
thiTi\/ r'a.,a of age.

(l) To be a Deputy to the LegisLative Assenbly or, should the case arise, to
a National Constituent Assembly a person rnust: (f) le in possession of hls civil
rights; (a) te a Costa Rican by birth or by naturalization anJ) in the ]atter case,
he must have resid-ed in the country for ten years since his naturalization; have

compfeted hi6 tr'ienty-fiTst year.
(c) To be a runicipal councillor or official, a person must: (I) le over

twenty-one years of age; (e) be a laynan; (1) be resident in the distaict in which
his duties are to be perforncedj (l+) be a costa Rican by bj.rth or by naturalization
and, in the ratter cese, he must have resided in the country for four years since
his naturalization.

CIJBA

Bqsic lau of 7 Februery 1959

Article 20

A11 Cubans are equal before the law. The Republic does not recognize
exemptlons or prlvileges.

Any discrimination by feason of sex., race, colour or class, and any other
kind. of dlscri.mination destructive of human dignity., is declared lllegal anri.

punishable.

The law shal-l establiah l-hc nerol tiaa f^F I hfringenents of this provision.

.Article 97

Universal, equal and secret suffrage is established as a rlght, duty and

function of all Cuban citizens.
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This f\rnction shall be obliSatory and any person who, in the absence of an

inpedilxent recognized by ]aw, fails to vote in an election or referendumr shall be

subject to the penalties imposed by lav and sha1l be disqualified fron holding a

uagistracy or any other public offiee for two years fron the date of the comission

of the offence.

Article 99

-AII Cubans of either sex who are over tnenty years of age are entitled to
vote, with the foll-owing exceptions...

CYPRUS

constitution of 16 Augustjg6o

article J9

l. The el-ectlon of the President and the Vice-President of the Republic shau

be direct, by universal suffrage and secret ballot ...

Arti cle l+O

A person shall be qualified to be a candj.date for electlon as Presid.ent or

Vice-President of the Republic if at the tir0e of el-ection such person:

(u) is a citizen of the lepublic;
(b) has attained the age of thirty-five yearsj
lc) hcs not heen. on of after the date of the coning into operation of this\"/

Constitution, convicted of an offence involving dishonesty or moraL turpitude or

is not under any disquali fi cation imposed by a competent court for any electoral

(d) is not suffering from a uental disease incapacltating such person from

acting as President or Vice-President of the Repub11c.

{rtlere 6l

I. :ubject to paragraph 2 of this Article /Tne di squa li fi cation listed in
paragraph 2 lxakes no distinction on the tasil of sex/,, e.rery cltizen of the

o
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Republic who has attained the age of twenty-one years and has such residential

qualiflcations as nay be prescribed by the Electorel Law shalL have the right to

be reglstered as, an elector in either the Gleek or the Tr.rrkish electoraL list:
Provided that the nembers of the Greek conncunity shall only be registered in

the Greek electoral list and the menbers of the Turkish conniunity shall only be

registered in the Tr.rrkish electoral 1ist.

Article 6l+

A person shalL be qualified to be a candidate for elections as a

Representative if at the time of tbe electlon that person:

(.) is a citizen of the Republicj
(u) has attained the age of twenty-five yearsi

(") has not been, on or after the date of the cosing into operation of this

constitutlon, convicted of an offence involving dishonesty or moral turpitude oT

is not under any dl squali fication j.{rpo sed by a competent court for any electoral

of fence;

(e) is not suffering fron a mentaf disease incapacitating such person from

acting as a Representative.

CZECHOSIOVAKIA

Constitution of II July 1960

(f) The right to elect aII representative bodies shall be universal, equal,

direct and by secret ballot. Every citizen shall have the right to vote on

reaching the age of lB. Every citlzen shall be eh.gible for election on reaching

tn" "::..' tt'

Article 20

(r) f"l"n and women have equal status in the fanily, at work and in public

activity.

Adicle,
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Article 27

The equar status of women in the faniry, at wo rk and in pubric life shalr be
secured by the special adjustnent of i.,orking condi.tions and speciaf heaLth care
during pregnancy and naternity, as werf as by the developr.ent of facilities and
selvices i,ihich will enabre woren fully to partlcipate in the fife of society,

DAHOMEY

tbe Ccnstitution

Preamble

The peopre of Dahomey ..' soremnry proclain their adherence to the pri"rcipres
of democracy and human rights., as set out in the Declaration of the Rights of
and of the Citizen of l7B9 and the Uni.versal Declaration of 1![8, and as
guaranteed by this Constitution.

Aqlicle 5

The vote shaLl be universal, equal and secret.
All Dahoncean nationals of both sexes ffho are of

possession of their civiL and pollticaL rights shall
the condltions established by law.

AIT1CIC IO

Ordinance No. B of ll J

and Vi.ce-President of the Republic

for a term of five years...

full age and in full
be entitled to vote under

fir" P"u"ia"nt
unlversal suffrage

Artlcle lr4

shall be elected

The deputies to the Nationat Assembly shalr be erected by direct universal
suffrase .
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The number of members of the National Assembly, the conditlons of
eligibility, the rules concerning ineligibiljty end inconpatibility of offices,
polling procedures ar-d the prccedure for filling seats shall be established by

1av.

a
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DET{MARK

Constitutlon of 5 June 1955

Section 29 (t)

Any Danj.sh subject whose permanent resldence is in the Realm, and who has the
age qualifications for suffrage provlded for in sub-section (2) of thls section
shall have the right to vote at FolkqLlng elections, provided that he has not been

d.eclared incapabLe of cond.ucting hi6 or/,'n affalrs ...

Section J0 (l)

Any lerson who has the riglrt to vote at Fol-keting electicns sharr be eligibte
for rnemberghip of the FoLhe:b:!4g, unless he has been convicted of an act vhich in
the eyes of the publie rnakes him unworthy of being a member of the Folketing.

DCMINICAN REzuBI,IC

Constitutlon of 29 Aprif L96J

Article q0

lomi.nican nationals of both sexes over 18 years of age, as rvell as those vho
have not yet reaehed. that age but are or have been narr1ed., are citizens.

Artlcle 9I

Cltlzens have the following rights:
(f) The right to vote; and
/^\\2) -Ejlrgibl].ity for elective offices subject to the llmitations set forth

1n thls Constitution.

l:Article !2 vhich enumerates such li,mitation€, doe€ not mahe any distinction on the
basis of se4r/

Article 95

Senators and. deputie s shall be elected. by di-rect, secret and popular vote.
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A?ticle 100

Tn order to be eligible for electlon as senator o]l senatorrs alternate, a

person must be a }ominican national in full- possession of civil- and political

rights, must have attained the age of tventy-five years, and rnust be a native

either of the province whlch elects him or of the National District, as the case

may be, olt have resided permanently in the said provlnce or District during the

five years prior to the election...

Article I0,

In order to be eligibfe for election as cleputy or deputyrs alternate, a

lerson must be a Domlnican national in full possession of civil and political

rights, must have attaj,ned the age of tl,renty-five years, and must be a native

either of the province which elects him or of the Nationaf District, as the case

may be, or have resided permanently in the said prcvince or District during the

five years prior to the el-ection...

ECUADOR

^^-dFi.l 
,,1-i^h ^r <1 fanenhcr I OL6

Article 17

Every Ecuadorian, nan or womanr who has conpleted

knows how to read and trite, and is a citizen, may, as

be elected or appointed to public office.

Article 22

eighteen years of age,

a general rule, vote and

A voter must be In full possession of the rights of citizenship and possess

the other quaLifications requtred by ]aw. Subiect to these qualifications, lhe

vote in population el-ections is obligatory for a man and optional for a woman'

The law shall determine the penalty appfylng to the non-fulflfment of this duty.
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Artiele 44

A senator mustt 1. be an Ecuadorian by biTth and be in full possession of
the rights of citizenship.,. 1. have completed thirty-five years of age. ,..

Article 48

A deputy must: 1, be an Ecuadorlan by birth; 2. be in ful1 possession of
the rights of cltizenship; l. have completed tventy-five years of age. ,..

EIJ SAIVAMR

Constitutlon of 24 January 196a

Article 2J

AII SalvaCoreans over the age of eighteen years are citizens, ffithout
dlstinction as to sex.

Article 24

Suffrage is a right and a duty of citizenshlp, subject to the exceptions
provided in this Constitutlon.

tu'ticle 41

To be elected Deputy a person nust be over the age of twenty_five yealE,
a salvadorean by birth, and of honourable repute and educationj he must noll have
lost his righte of citizenship during the five years preceding the erection and
nust have his place of origin or residence in the co"responding erectorar district.
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Constitution of )+ Noveniber f9551/

Article 95

A-11- Ebhiopian sDbjects by birth, of tventy-one years of age or more, vho

are regularly doniciled or habituauy present in any electoraf district and. nho

possess the qualifications required by the elecioral law, shall have the right
to vote in such electoral distrlct for the candidates for such district, as

mernbers of the Chamber of Deputies. The system of voting shall be secret

and. direct. Details of procedure shaff be prescribed by }aw.

A/6\17
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eligible as a Deputy, a person must be, by birth, an Rbhiopian subiect

has reached the age of twenty-five yearsi (t) is a bona fide resident

of property in his electoraf distt-ict, to the exbent required by bhe

law; and (c) is not disqualified under any provision of the electoral

To be

and olrner

e]-ectoral

f aI^'.

FINIAND

Dieb Act of 15 January l92ti

Article 6

Every tr'innish citizen, man or woman, r,Jho before the year in whicfr the

election takes place, has reached twenty-one years of age, shalf be an elector...

Articl-e 7

Every elector shalI be eligibl-e to become a representative withoub regard

to doniclle. . .

Eritrea, an autonomous unit federated wlth Ethiopia under the sovereignty
of the Ethi.opian Crown, possesses legj,slative, executive and iudicial powers
in the field of domestic affairs. Under articl-e 20 of the Eritrean
Constitution of I95? the franchise is limited to men. /...

=t
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FNANCE

uonsrlrurlon ol /j Uctorler 1L)5O

Article J

National sovereignty belongs to the people, r^,hich shaff exercise this
sovereignty through its representatives and by means of referendum...

Suffrage may be direct or indirect undet: the conditions stipulated by the
Constitution. It shaIl always be universal_, equal and secret.

A1-I I'rench cltizens of both sexes ffho have reached their najorlty and rarho

enjoy civil and political, rights may vote under the conditions to be determinec
by 1aw.

of 24 October I c 1aw

n ror r.l-]-arnen

Article I

Any cltizen who is a quallfied elector may be eLected bo the National
Assembly and to the Senate under the conditions and subject only to the
reservations set forth in the folloving articles.

Article 2

No one rnay be elected to the National AssembLy unless he has completed his
tr,renty-thlrd year.

No one may be elected to the Senate unless he has completed his twenty-fifth
yeaT .

Article l

No one may be elected to Parliamen.b unless he has fully satisfied the
statutory requirements in respect of actlve mititary service.
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GAAON

Consbil,ulional Lav No. f/6f of 21 February 196I

Preamble

The leople of Gabon, aware of their responslbility before God, inspired by
the vish to safeguard theiT national independence and unity, sorernnly reaffirm
the hurnan rights and freedoms defined in L7B9 and enshrined Ln the universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1!l+8.

Arttcle t

The exercise of the franchise shall be universal, equal and secreL, Ib may

be direct or indirect, under the conditions determined by the constitution or by
larrr.

A11 nationals of Gabon of both sexes who have attained the age of twenty-one
years and are in ful1 possession of their civil and pol-itical rights shatt be

entitled to vote under the conditions determlned by law.
The age nay be reduced to eighteen years in cases deterr0ined by 1aw.

Artlcle 27

The number of Deputies fin ttrc National Assernbly7, the conditions on vhich
they shall be elected, the ruLes concerning ineligibil-ity and incompatibility of
offices, and the emofuments of Deputies shall be established by }aw.

GAI'tsIA

Independence Qrder, f965

Chapter If - Protection of Fundanentaf rights and freedons

o
I1. Whereas every person in The Gambia is entitlect to the fundamental rights and

freedoms, that is to say, the right, vhatever his race, place of origin, political
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^hini^nc e^l^rr- ereo.t .\1 cF... hrrl srrhiFi"h to -especb for the rights and freedomsvvrrrlutr9,::j:'vgv

of others and, for the lubfic interest, to each and a1I of the fol-Ioirting, '..

Chapter IV - Parlianent

Part I. Composition af Parliament

a)-L s,rhiF.t f'^ the nr.\/lsions of Section Jl+ of this Constitution, a person shall
)-. vuvdevv wu wuv I,+v!

be qualified to be nominated for election as a voting member of the llouse of

Representatives or to be appointed as a nominated member if, and shall not be so

qualified unless, at the date of his nomination for election or, as the case may

be, at the date o[ his appolntment -
(a) He has attained the age of twenty-one yearsi

(u) He can sleak English r'iell enough to take an active part in the

proceedings of the House;

(") fn the case of a voting member, he is a citizen of The Gambia i and

(a) In the case of an elected member, he is registeTed in sone constituency

as a voter in elections of electecl members of the House and is not disqualified

from voting in such elections.

/Irticle J5 lists the di squalifi cations to be nominated fo'' election as a

voting menber of the House of Representatives or to be appointed as a nominated

member, making no clistinction on the basi.s of sex./

16. (f) The Gambia shall, in accordance vith the provisions of section J5 of

this constitution, be divi.ded into conotituencies and each constituency shall

elect one elected member to the House of Representatives in such mannel: as may,

subject to the provi-si-ons of lrhj.s Constitution, be prescribeal by or under any

lalr.
(a) The election of elected members of the House of Representatives shall

be based upon universal adult suffrage, that is to say:

(u) Every cltizen of The Ga bia who has attained the age of t'wenty-one

years shall, unless he is disqualified by Parliament f].om Tegistration as a votel

for the purposes of elections of elected members of the Eouse of Repre sentatives,

be entltled to be registered as such a voter under any law in that behalf, and

no other person nay be so regisheredi and
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(b) Every percon who is registered as aforesaid in any constituency

shall, unless he is disqualified by ParliamenL from vobing in thab constituency,

in any election of elected members of the Ilouse of Repre sentatives, be entitled
so to vote, in accordance vith the provisions of any 1aw'in that behalf, and no

other person malr so vote.
(t) In any election of elected members of the House of Representatives

the votes shal1 be given by ballot in such manner as not to disclose how any

particular person votes .

GERMANY ( FEDERA], REPUBLIC OF)

Ar+i^l- <.-.
t (I) A1I men are equal before the law,

(l) No one may suffer disadvantage or obtain
descent, race, language, homeland or origin,
opinions .

(2) Men and women have equal- rights.
privilege resulting frorn sex,

faith or religious and political

Section 1. Electoral systern

1. (1) The Bundestag shall, subiect to the exceptions provided for under

this Act, consist of !06 repre sentatives . The latter shalL be elecled by Germans

vho are entitled to vote, in universal, direct, freer equal and secret elections

and in accordance with an electoral system combining direct elections with
proportional representat-i on.

Sect_iJn. J. Right to vote and to be elected

f2. (l) The right to vote is recognized to any German wiLhin the meaning

of article 116 (1) of the Basic Law, vhoJ on the day of the election: (1) Is
tventy-one years of age, (a) Has been domici.led or permanently resident ldthin
the electoral district for not less than three months, and \3) Is not

disqualified from votlng under paragraph lJ.
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16. (f) Any person may be elected who, on the day of tbe election:
(l) Has been a German national within the meaning of article ]16 (1) of the Sasic

Law for not less than one year, and (2) fs tr^renty-five years of age.

GHANA

ConsLibr'.Lion oT l JLly 1060

Articl-e I

The povers of the State derive from the people, by whon certain of those

porrers are nov conferred on the institutions established by this Constitution and

fiho shafl have the right to exercj.se the remainder of those powers, and to choose

their representatives in the Parliament nov established., in accordance vith the
f^I I^.'i-d nrin^in-l 6.

Thab, vithout distinction of sex, race, religion or political belief,
every person who, being by law a cltizen of Ghana, has attaj.ned- the age
of t!r'enty-one years and is not disqualified by law on grounds of absence,
infirmi by of mind or criminality, shall be entitled to one vote' to be
cast in freedom and secrecy.

Article 1l

i;; Provision shall- be made by law for regulatlng the el-ection of a President,

and shall be 6o rnade in accordance vith the following princlples:
(u) any citizen of Ghana shall be qualified for efection as President

if he has attained the age of thirty-five yearsi ...

Article 21

(f) The Natlonal Assembly shal-l consist of the Speaker and not less than

1o4 llembers, to be knovn as Members of Paxliament.

(a) The lviembers shall be eLected in the nanner provided by a ]aw framed

in accordance wlth the prlnciple set out j"n article I of the Constitution, and

+L^ qh6oL6F chol l ha 6-1 6.+^^urrc JPcdAcr eJ urls frc4vsr r '. '
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Act of f2 Xecernber 1959

Section J

There may be elected under this Act as addltional Members of the National
Assembly not more than ten wonen who, when duly efected as prescribed by this
Act and sworn, shall be knol'n ao Members of Parliament and hofd offlce and be

subject to the sane disabiliti.es as if they had be.en duly elected as Menbers of
Parliament under the provlsions of the Electoral Provisions Ordinance, 195J,

anythj.ng in the Ordlnance or in the Constitution nr^A? +^ +La ^^h+ra,.r
notwithstand.ins .

/According to sections 4-7, elections are to be effected through eleetoral
colIeges, one in each Region, elected by the female voters on the r:egister of
eLectors.T

GRIECE

Act No. 2f of June l vomen the
to vote

Article I

(I) The right to vote in parl-iamentary elections sha1l be exercised also

by vomen who have compfeted thelr tventy-first year of age. The restrictions
on the exercise of the voting right provided for in the legislation on

parfianentary e1ections shall also apply to women. (2) wonen registered on

the electoral rol-ls or the lists of electorsr identity cards of their rrunicipality
or regional admlnistrative unit shall- be entitl-ed to exercise the aforenention€d

right, (l) fn. registratlon of vomen voters on electoral rol]-s or fists of
electorst identity cards shall be compulsory. (t+) fne exercise of the voting
ri.ght shaI1 be compul-sory al-so for women. The penalties provided for men in
the act concerning parliamentary el-ections shall apply a]-so to wonen r+ho fail
to comply with this obligation.
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Article 2

\,Iomen vho have

right to be e.Iected

relevant provisions

con-pLeted their trienty-fiftlt year of age sha1l also have the

in parliamentary elections and shall also be subiect to the

of ttre tegislaticn concerning parliamentary electione.

T,av No . of 2I

Articfe l-

l^i^m-h mr\r avprn{ ce p l l hllLl i aruuL$ rqJ ort Puwllw

be appointed to all posts of civil
Entities (fultic Corporatlons ) on

Artlcle 2

Public Offices exercised

functions, except ecclesiastlcal ones and

servants of the State or Pub1ic Law Legal-

equal terms vith men.

In the armed forces of the l-and, sea and ail: forces, the Gend.armerie,

City Polj.ce, Harbours I Corps, tr'lre Brigade, tr'orest Service and Coast Guard,

r4romen may occupy auxiliary posts' as deteruined through Royal ltserees to be

issued on the proposal of the comtr)etent Ministers.

Article J

(t) The regulations in force concerning qualifications for occupying a

State post or one wlth a public corporation apply also to wonen, except the one

relative to nilitary service. (a) ffre cj.tizenship of women is established

through certificate of the competent lvlayor or conmunity President relative to
their entry in the General Register (of citizens) and their age ascertained

und.er the tentrs of Law f8l-f/f95f i'Concerning Code of status of Admini.stratlve

civil Servants ".

Article 4

(f) The Clauses of Legislative fecree 1o7, /L954 (Concerning Amendment and

Supplementing of Law !026 concerning I Court of Asslzest " are rnaintained in force.

(z) Any other general or special clause conflicting vith the present law is

abr:ogated.

Article 5

rrfia r?c(Fnt la cnters in force as froa its publication in the Offlciaf Gazette.
/...
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GUATEI,{AIA

Constitution of 15 September 1965

Article }J

The follor,ring persons are citi"zens:
AfI Ouatenalans of either sex who are over the age of eighteen years.

Artlcle lL
!i,

The fol,lowi:iig rights and duties are inherent in citizenship:
l. To el"ect and be elected;
2. To hold publ-ic officej
1. To engure freedoms and effective exercise of suffrage and regularity

of el-ectoral- proceedings i
4. To defend the principle of a.Iternation and non-el-lgibility for

re-election vith regard to the offlce of President of the(, Republic, in vhatever
form it nay be hel-d, as an invariable rule 1n the po]-itlcal- system of the State;

5. To enter oner6 name on the el-ectoral ro}l;
6. To exereise the suffrage, except vhen this is optional.

Article l-9

The suffrage is universal. Voting is secret, compulsory for those who can

read and \,rrlte and optional for illiterates.

Artrc_Le +)

Ort ,.*"n beings are free and equal in dignity and rights in Guatema.Ia.

Any discrir0ination because of race, colour, sex, re-Ligion, birth, economic

or social position or polltical opinion ls prohibited.
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GUIIGA

Atltlcfe 4

Parliarnent shall- consist of a Single National Assembly, vhose nembers shaff
be elected on the basis of a national list for a tern of five years and eha-lf
}reor f ha 1-i J- l a nf rJarr.f iru_wu ur€s. 

n?+iela q 

The nethod of election, conditions of eligibility and grounds of
di squal-i,fication of nenbers of the lfational- Assembly, and the nunbe" of deputies,
shafl be determined by lsv.

A?f.l .l F 4Q

A11 citizens and persons under the jurj.sdiction of the Repubfic of Guinea,
wlthout distinction as to race. sex, or rel-iglon, shaf.L be entit.led to efect
and be e.Iected in the nanner prescribed by lalr.

GUYAIA

l'nncJ- i+rrl-iar ^+ lAaA

(Independence Order, 1966)

PIiNA}iELE

lillereas the Feople of Guyan€r

(b) affirrn the entitlenent of a,It men to the fundanental rights and freedons
^f +L- ihaiarial'^r.

(") recognize that the said rights and freedons are best establlshed and
secured. in a deuocratic society founded upon t,1e rule of l-av.
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CHAPTER VI

Farliament

Part 1

make no d"istinction on the basi.s of
as a nember of the National- Assenbly

(a) fs a Commonvealth citizen of the age of twenty-one years or upwards;

(b) has resided in cuyana for a period cf one year immediately preceding

such day before the day appointed for the holding of the election as may be

prescribed by Parlianent or is domiciled and resident in Guyana on the first-
hah+i^hod 

^err..hd

(") is abl-e to speak and, unless incapacitated by blindness or other physica]

cause, to read the Engl-ish l-anguage with a degree of profi-ciency sufficient to
enable him to take an active part in the proceedings of the Assembly.

Part 2

65. (]) No person shal1 vote at an efection unl-ess he is registered as an

elector .
- , i-.(2) 3ubject Lo Lhe provisions ol paragraphs /Lhe provisions of

razroranhe 4 rn.a IL har.a no distinction on the basis of sex/ (5) and (4) of this
-r.ii.la. cl-oll hc ^rrolific.i t.l ha rcoi stered as an elector for elections
if, and shall not be so qualified unless, on rhe qualifying date, he is of the

age of twenty-one years or upwards and either -
(u) is a citizen of Guyana raho is domiciled in Guyana or who is

resident in Guyana and has been so resjdent for a period of one year- ifirrnediately

preceding the qual-ifying datej or
(b) is a Conmonwealth ci-tizen ..rho is not a citizen of Guyana and vho

is donicifed and resident in Guyana and has been so resldent for a period of
one year immediately preceding the qualifying date.

59. Subject to the next fotlor,/lng article, /Ehe provisions of Article 50

a person shafl be quallfied for electi.on

and shall- noE be so qualified unfess,
sex/
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HA] TI

Constttutign of 2] June 1964

Arllql-e B

A11 Haitials, tventy-one years of age, of one or the other sex, exercise
politlcal and civil rights, 1f they ful-fif the cond.itions d.etemined by the
Constitution and by the law.

Arrlc_Le lb

Alf Haitians have the right to take an effective !a-rt in the goverment of
their country, to hold publ-ic offlce and to be aplointed to positions in the

::1tt"Ur."a 
of the State, regardless of colour, sex or religion.

Article 59

Citizenship and civil and pol-itica1 rights entail civic d.uty.
Ci-vic duty is the aggregate of the citizenrs nora]-, political, soclal and

econonic obligations tovards the State and the Fatherl-and.

A.rIIC-LC 4U

Suffrage is not merely a right for the citizen, but also an obligatlon

:::"r"- 
out of his civic duty.

Ar!!c1e l+5

llatlonaf sovereignty 1s vested in a].]' citizens.
The peopl,e exercLse the prerogative of sovereignty directl,y: I. through the

el-ection of the Fresident of the Republic; z. through the election of the members

of the Leglsl-ative Chanberi J. through the el,ection of con:mune councillorsl and
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4. through the opinions that they n€y express, by neans of a referendum, on aI1

guestions vhich concern then and about which they are consufted by the Chief

Executive.

ATticle 51

The quallfications of a rnenber of the l-egislature are:

1. He nxust be a Haitian ard never have renounced his nati.onality;
?, He nust have conpleted his tventy-fifth yeaT;

1. He nust be in enjoyment of his civil and politlca] rlghts;
4. He must hsve resided for at least five years in the circonscriptton to

}1o ran?acah tad

Artlcle 90

Executive Power shafl be exercised by a citizen receiving the title of
President of the republic, vho shal-f be assisted by secretaries of state and

under- secretarles of state.

Article 9.1

To be efigible as Presldent of the republ-j.c, a person nust fuH11 the
folloving conditions:

1. He nnust be a native-born Haitian who has never renounced his nationality;
2. He nust have completed his fortieth year;

1.. He must be in enjoJftlent of his civil and pol-iticaL rightsi
l+. Ile nust have his donicile in the country;

5. He nust al-ready have received ar honourable discharge frorn h1s duties,
if he has been responsible for the managenent of public fund,s.
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fiONUMAS

Constitution promulgated by Decree Jo. 4_€
19 December L951 ot the Constiruent Assembfy

ATf,lCIC )+

Citizenship is a legal statu€ by vlrtue of vhich Hondurans have rights and

dutie6 of a po.Iitical and patriotlc charactep.

Article J5

nvery Honduran man and wonan ovey eighteen years of age shalf be a citizen.

As regards their rights, citizens sha1l be entitled to: vote and stand for
electl-on . . .

Article 59

Suffrage is an essential civic function. lts exercise by cibizens is a

right which cannot be renounced and a duty the fulfilrnent of r,r'hich is compulsory.

Article l7J

Legislative powers shal]- be vested in a Congress composed of deputi.es elected

wJ urr cu u -urf r d6s. r .

In order to stand for el-ectlon as a deputy, a person must be a citlzen over

twenty-five years of age enjoying the f\]ll exercise of his ri8hts, a Honduran

by birth or born outside the country of Hondurans by bi-rth who retalned their
nationality, and a natlve or resident of the department for which he stand.s.

Article 186

The efection of deputies to the National Congl:ess sha1l be on the basis of
one deputy and one alternate for every J0r00O inhabitant6 or for every fraction
theireof exceeding 15 1000.



a
A/61+)+7
Engltsh

Decree No. iol: Parliamentary E].ections Act of 16 lvlay 1960

Article 2

Al-l nale and female Hondurans over eighteen (tB) years of age are citizens.

Article J

The rishts of citizens are as fo}}ows: to vote and to be elected; ...

Axticle 9

All Honduran citizens registered on the National Efectoral Census, to vhom

the prohibi.tions laid dovn in the Act do not apply 7|t-tne fimi.tations ]isted in the

Act make no distinction on the basis of sex/, have the right to vote.

HUNGARY

Article 50

In the Hungarian Peoplers Republlc, women enioy equal rights with men.

Artrcre o)

-1*,-r- 

citizens of the Hungarian peoplers Republic who are of age have

the right to vote. (Z) Enemies of the rrorking people and those who are unsound

of nind are excluded from suffrage oy law.

Arf,1Cre o)

AIl citizens vho have the right to vote are eligible for election.

Act II of 195,

Article 2

fl) Flverv llunEarian citizen is entltted to vote who has reached his

eighteenth blrthday before I January in the year of the eLection.



A/6\\7
English
Page 50

(Zl No suffrage rights are granted. to anyone who

(") has been banned from publlc affairs by the court and. the ban is
in force,

(b) is serving a prlson sentence for a crime or is confined under
remand,

(") is in police custody, o? under police surveillance,
(d) is mental-ly unsound - ir espective of whether he is under

interdiction or not.

Act IIT of 1958

. Article l
(J.) Afl Hungarian citizens who have come of age, shal_l have the rlght to vote.

Any person vho possesses the rlght to vote may be elected a Member of
Parfiament .

ICEIA.I\ID

Constitution of f7 June 1944

Article JJ

Every person, nan or wonan, r,rho has attained hls or her twenty-first year
of age at the time of the election and who is an fcel-andic citizen and has been

domicifed in the country for five years prior to the election, shall have the
rlght to vote. No person shall have the right to vote unless he or she is of
unblex0ished character and financially solvent.

Article J)+

Every citizen who has the rj.ght to vote is eligible for the Althing.
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INDTA

Article f6

There shall be equah.ty of opportunity for a1t citj-zens in matte1!6 lelating

to enployoent or appointment to any office under the state.

No citizen sha1l, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, d'escent,

place of birth, residence, or any of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated

against in respect of any emplolment or office under the State..'

Article 84

A person shal-l not be qualified for election to ?arliament unl-ess he:

(a) is a citlzen of Ind.ia; (t) is, in the case of a seat in the council of stateB,

not }ess than thirty years of age, and in the case of a seat in the House of the

People, not less than twenty-five years of age; and (c) possesses 6uch other

qualifications as may be preseribed in that behaff by or under any Iaw rnade by

Parliament.

ArlicLe 1?5

There shall be one general electoral IolI for every territolial constituency

for election to either l{ouse of Parliament or to the House or ei-thel House of the

legislature of a state, and no person shal-t be ineliglble for inclusion in any

sueh ro11 or claim to be incl-uded in any speciat electoral roll for any such

constituency on grounds on]-y of religion, race, caste, sex or any of them'

Article 62. Right to vote

(f) No perscn who is not, and. exeept as expressly provided by this Act,

every person who 1s, for the time being entered in the electoral ro}} of any

constituency shall- be entitled to vote in that constituency'

Act [..,III of I Act No. L,X\rII of I
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INDONESTA

Articfe 26. Section l-. Citizens shal-I be native-born Indonesians and those rrho
take out naturalization papers.

Section 2. Ivlatters affecting citizenshi.p shall be provided by lav.

Articl-e 27. sectlon I. Alf citizens have the same status in law in the sovernment
and shall, without exception, respect the law and the government.

]FAN

Article I

Articfe 10, paragraph f, and Artlcle lJ, paragraph Z, ot the Efectoral Law
of the House of Representatives (Majr-es shoraye xieli ) of 1r2! Hejri Gharnarlv
vhich deal 'oith the quarifications of candidates and voters, as werl as the word
"rnare" as found in Articles 6 ancl, ) of the mectorar Law of the senate of
5 May 1960 (14 Ordibetresnt f:til,4 are hereby repeared.

=t
Article 10, paragraph l, of the EJ-ectoral l,aw of the House of Representatives
(lvlaJles shoraye Meli) had deprived the women of the right to vote whil-eArticfe lj, paragraph 2, had deprived then of the right to be er-ected.
Articles 6 and ! of the Efectoral Law of the Senate had made the right tovotre and the right to be elected the prerogative of rnafe citizens.

I.law lecrge of the Council of Minlsters of

tl
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IRAQ

Interi.n Constitution of 29 April 1,964

Arf'ir'l a Io

AII lraqis are equal before the lav. They are equal in thelr public rights
and obl-igations without distinction of race, origin, language, religion or creed....

Article J9

Voting is a right of al-l- Ir-aqis in accordance vith the l-aw, and perticipation
in nrhlia lifa ie q nqfianal ,lirl-lr f^F thah

Arf,lcre oz

ltre National Assernbly shall consist of members who shall be elected in a

general secret baflot. The number of elected member6, the method and rufes of
election, and the cafl for election sha1l be defined and prescribed by a law to
be issued vithin not ]-ess than six months before the end. of the transitional period.

IBII,AND

Constitution of 29 Decenber f9l7

Al'rlcre lo

(I) Every citizen wlthout distinction of sex who has reached the age of
tr'renty-one years, and who is not placed under disability or incapacity by thi6
Constitution or by Law, sha].]. be eugibte for membership of &{1f ii""urro.

(e) Every cibizen, without distinction of sex, vho has reached the age of
tventy-one years vho is not disqualified by lav and complies lrith the provisions

of the fal,r rel,ati-ng to the election of members of DiiI ii""urrn shalf have the

right to vote at an efection for members of DiiI Eireann.
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ELectoraf Act,, I92J

Ariricle 2

Every per6on, without distinctlon of sex, who is a citizen of Saorstdt ii"""no
and has attained the age of thirty years and is not subiect to any legal incapacity,
vhether lmposed Fy tnis Act or othen'ise, sha1l be entitled to be registered as a

seandd elector in the constituency in vhich he or she is regj.stered- as a Mil
elector.

Article 57

/r) TkrFrv nitizFyr of Saorstdt f;i"""no without distinction of sex Lrho ls
\+,/

of the age of thixty-flve years or upwards and is not subject to any of the

disqualifieations mentioned in th16 Section shall be efigible and (subject to

compliance vith the Stand.ing Orders of Seandd) to sit as a member of the Seandd.
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Basic laff passed by the ihesset on l-2 tr'ebruarv l95U

Section [. Method cf e]-ectlons

The Itoesset sha1l be elected by general, nati-onal, direct, equal-, secret

and proportional eLections, in accordance vith the l(resset Elections lJar'r. -..

qc.ti6n 5 Tha ri/'ht tn vote

-*o' 

rsraer nationa l ^f ..r ^lrpr thc ape nf eighteen years sharr have the!vs!J +erqe!

r ight to vote in eLections to the l{nesset unless a court has deprived him of
that right by vj-rtue of any lav. The Elections Lav shall deternine the time at

vhich a person shall be consj-dered to be eighteen years of age for the purpose of

the exercise of the rlght to vote in elections to the itoesset.

Section 6. Ihe right to be elected

Every Israel national wbo on the day of the submlssion of a candidaters

]ist contai-ning h1s name is tl,\renty years of age or over shall have the right to

be electecl to the ltresset unless a court has deprived hlm of that r18ht by virtue
of any law.

ITALY

Constitution of 2? Decenber 19h7

Artlcle l+8

AtI citizens ' rnale or female, who have attained thelr naiority are electors'

Ihe suffrage ls personal, equal, fTee and secret. I1,s exercise ls a civLc

duty.

The right to vote may be restricted only on the grounds of loss of civll

rights or by reasons of an irrevocable penal sentence or ln cases of moral

turpitude cpecified by law. 
I
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AIL cltizens of either sex nay hol-d public offices or elective positions
on a footing of equatity in accord.ance xith the requlrements laid dovn by law.,,.

IVORY COAST

November I the Constitution

keamble

The people of the Ivory Coast proclain theiT adherence to the prlnciples
of democxacy and human rlghts, as set out in the Declaratlon of the Rights of l.[an

and of the Citizen of }JB9 and in the Universal Declaratlon of 1948, and as

**"":::"u by this constitution.

Artlcle 5

The exercise of the franchise 6ha1] be universal, equal and secret.
AII nationals of the Ivory Ccast of both sexes who are of ful"L age and in

full possession of thelr civil and potitical rights sha1I be entitLecl. to vote
under the conditions determined by lav,

Article 6

the RepubLic shalI ensure equality for al} before the lav, wlthout
distinction as to orlgin, race, sex or reLigion.

Article 29

The number of nembers of the National Assembly, the conditions of
eligibility, the rules concerning ineligibiliby and incompatibility o-t offlces,
pouing prccedures and the circunstances in Vhich new elections shall- be held ln
ttre event of seats beconing vacant, sha]-l- be establ-ished by ].av.

Act No. 60-
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JAMAlCA

Section 1?

(Constitutlon) 0rder in C-ouncil of 6 Aueust i962

/ r '\ (rrh ionl-. t^ thA ^r^rri ci nn< nf <,lh-<-^+i ^- /t \ 11-'
\-/ \- / oMl-S SeClJ-on /lne

disqualificati ons listecl. in sub-section (2) nake no distinctlon on the basis of
-7 . -- -se5/ a person shaLl be quaufied to be registered as an elector for eLections

to the House of Representatlves if, anal shall not be so quallfied unfess, he 16:

(u) a citizen of Jamaica resident in Janalca at the date of registration, or
(t) a C offncnr4realth cltizen (other than a cltizen of Jamaica) who is resident

in Ja@ica at the date of regj-stration and who has been so resident for: at least
twelve months inrnediately preceding that date, and has attained tbe prescribed

age....

Section 19

Subject to the provisions of sectj.on l+O of this Constitution /ihe
dlsqualifications l16ted in section l+O make no distinction on the basis of se1/,

any pel:son, vho at the date of his appointment or nomlnation for election:
(a) is a C onrnonwealth citizen of the age of twenty-one years or upfiards i and

(b) has been ord inarily resident j.n Jaraaiea for the imnediately preceding

twelve months,

shall be qu.alified to be appointed as a Senator or elected as a member of the

i'louse of Representatives and no other perscn shall be so qualified"

JAPAN

Constitution of 5 Noverober 1946

Articl-e 44

The qualifications of members of both Houses and their electors shal-l be

fixed by law, However, there shalt be no discrimination because of race, sex,

creed, soclal status, farnily orlgin, ecl.ucatlon, property or inccme.
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Act of I Apri} 1945 for election of members of the House of_Repres entatj-ves

Article 5

Any Japanese natj.onal who is over tventy years of age shal-l have the right
to vote.

Any Japanese national who is over twenty-f1ve years of age shaLl be eligible
for election.

Act of 24 tr'ebruary L94?. for election of members of the House of Councj-llors

ArticLe 1

Any person who has the right to vote 1n the election of members of the House

of Representatives shall have the same right ln the electlon of menbers of the
House of Councillors.

Article 4

Any Japanese national who Ls over thirty years of a€e shalL be eligible for
election /as a/ member of the l{ouse of Councillors.

JOADAN

Article 1

Frravrr -ala T^7dahiq!vv+J .*!L uvae*!{*n not being a Bedoui.n, who has completed his eighteenth
year of age shaLl be entitled to elect members of the Council of Repres entatlves.

Article 10

Two memberg of the Council of Representatlves shall be elected for the
Bedoulns ,

NSIE: According to article 2, the vord "Bedouin" means any male menber of
the ncnadlc Sedouins.
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. Law of LJ December 1949 amending the electoral lalr

Every Jordanlan \,ihose nane has been entered .n one of the lists of electors
can be elected member of the Council of Re;ores entatives , , , .

KENYA

Sectlon 40

(r) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (2) af this section and of

a person

tlonal
Assembly 1f, and shall nol be so qualLfled unless, at the date of h1s nominat ion

for election, he

(") ls a citlzen cf Kenya vho has attained the age of tventy-one yearsl and

(b) is able to speak and, unless lncapaci-tated by bl-i-ndne6s or other phyeical

cause, to read tbe English language vell encugh to take an active part in the
proceedirgs of the National Assemb\r.

Part I

section )+I of thls Constltution /ine afsquatifications tisted in sub-s

of section l+O and section 4l rnake no disti-nction on the basis of s e;,-/-,

shall be qualifietl to be elected as a member of eLther House of the Na

L subjeet to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this part of t,hls schedule /the
disqualifications l-isted in paragraph 2 nake no dlstlnction on the basis of sey,
a person shall be qualified to be registered as a voter in elections to the Senate

if, and shall not be so qualified unless, at the date of hi6 application to be

?ari a 1- A?aA ha

(") is a citizen of Kenya; and

(u) has attained the age of twenty-one year6; and
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(") possesses any one of the followir€ q ualiflcations, that is to say,
(1, is, in the current val_uation roll, assessment Toll, area roII or

rate roll of a local government authori.ty havi.ng juriscliction
over the place ln vhich he applles to be registered, named as

the rateable ovner or rateable occupj-er of rateable property
included in that rol_l and has paid all rates l_n respect of that
property due frcm him in the year ending r,r ith the JI Decer0ber

ne* before the date on which he sc applies; or
(ii) has, in respect of each year in the pericd of three years ending

with the Jl December next before the date on which he eppl_ies to
be registered, paid to a local government authority having
ju-r:isdlction at the date of such paJment over the place in vhich
he so applies a rate or tax (by what ever narne called) levled by
thpL arrthnritrr f^r^ oahoi Al Pq! _ueo ce 

' 
er

(j.fi) has, for a period of, or for periods amounting in the aJgregate to,
not less than flve years in the seven years immediately precedi-ng

the date of his application to be registered, ordinal:l-l_y resided
in an area that, at that date, i_s l,rithin a local government

authority area that includes the place in r\rhich he so applies; or
(i") is the spouse of any person fal-ling vithin sub-paragraph (") (i),

sub-paragraph (c) (ii) or sub-paragraph (c) (iii) of this paragraph.

Part TI

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this part of bhis schedule /ihe
d isqualifications listed i-n paragraph 2 nake no distinction on the basis of sey',
a person shall- be qualifled to be registered as a voter ln elections to the
Ilouse of Representatives if, and shall not be so qualified unless, at the date of
his application to be reglstered, he

/\
\a ) is a cibizen of Kenya; and
/r^\
\ u./ ',oe age of tlatenty-one years ; and

(c) ha6 been ordinarily resident in Kenya elther
(i) for a pericd of not less than one year inmediatel-y precedlng that



A/6U+7
English
fage oI

(f,i) for a perlod of, or periods amounting in the aggregate to, not

Iess than fcur years in the eight years immediat ely preceding that
date; and

(d) has, for a period of, or periods amounting 1n the aggregate to, not
less than five months in the twelve months irnmed iately preced.ing thaii date, been

ordinarily resident in the constituency in vhich he applles to be registered, or
1r6d f^, d,,^1r o -^-i^i -- nc?i.ds eprr.i or't 

^n hrrcinass thcr.e ^r ha< fnT cuch a

6rericd or pericds been employed there or has for such a period or pericds lawful}y
possessed any land or resi-d ential buildlngs there.

KOREA ( REzuBLfC OF)

l,alr concerning the election of members of the National Assembly,
L.,aw I'To. 121 of l2 April- 1950 as amended

Article I

Anrr aini zan tr,rontrr_ana .1-,r'l t 1.acr< -.F a.f a <h. r'r L6,,- +La 7i -h+ +^ r,-+anrrJ utu!!urr u{u.reJ-ertu rqt! J\orp Lr u6e J-rd!r Ir4vtr urlc If6llu uu vuuc.

Artlcle 2

Anvr'itizc- tve'rl,v-fJrre fl)lI vcars .'f FsA shAll hc elisihlc for Alpction t,o

the l{ationa} Assembly.

]Gl\'IAIT

Electoral T,aw Goverll_ing th9 Election of Memlels to the
ITational As semblg (le.1l_!l9r_ll_9!_p!3 )

Article I

Every male Kuvaiti who has attalned tr,renty-one years of age shal-I have the

right to vote, except thcse persons vho have been naturalized for less than ten

years folloving the coming into force of the Nationallty LalI (]-aw No. l-5 of
roco\

t
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Artlcle 19

Candidates for membership to the Naiiional Assembly nust have their names

listed 1n an electoral resister,

n of the

I,AOS

tex-u revised and
on 29 Se

Article 5

AII citizens of both sexes having reached their naiority and enjoyirg clvll
and potiticaL rights shall be entitled to vote, subject to the conditions

^rac^?i 
hAtl h1' I o\r

Arrr-cre 14

The NationaL Assernbly shall be cclilpcs ed of deputies elected every five years

by universal suffra€e In accordance with the provisions of the electoral 1av.

order /[ct7 of 5 February 1960

Artlcle B

All Lao nationals of both sexes, vho are in eni oyo.ent of their civil and

political rights, are duly registered on the electoral- ro}J-s and have attained

the age of twenty-one years on I January of the year in question, shal-L have the

aight to vote.

Article L1

I,ao natlonals of both sexes shall be deemed to be el-iglble provided that

they:

l. have the right to vote;
2. are not Less than thlrty years of age on I January. A decisi'on of the

court, a birth certlficate or other identity certificate 1n place thereof, shall
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be accepted ae evldence of age, provided that the said docurnents are dated. not

]ess than one year before the closing date for submitttng appllcatlons for
TAoi e+?q+l ^h'

1. hold at least the Certiflcat dtdtudes primaires compldmentajres

(certiflcate of addltional primary studies) or a diploraa for teachlng ?ali,
ninth grade; or have served for at least fifteen years as a publi.c official or
ln a simllar capacityi or are engaged in trade and during the last five years

have paid regularfy a licence of the tenth (Ioth) cl-ass or e.bove;

4. have resided in the national terrltory unlnterruptedly for at least
five years before t January 1!60.

LNSANON

Chanbel of Deputies E}ection Act of 26 Apr1l -960

Suffra€e 6hall be universal, direct and by secret ballot.

Article 6

A person shall- not be elected to the chamber: of Deputies unless he is a

Lebanese national, is registered in the roll- of electors, is over the age of

t9{enty-five years, is in possession of his civiL and pol-itlcal rlghts, and is
educated. A naturalized Lebanese shall not be ellgible until ten years have

elapsed slnce the date of hls natural-ization.

AralcLe I

AIL male and femal-e l-,ebanes e ffho have reached the age of t{enty-one years

shall have the right to vote i.f they are ln possesslon of their clvil and

potitlcal rlghts and are not disqualified for any of the reasons speclfled in
this Act fthe disqualifications stated elsevhere in this Act rnake no distinctlon

\rr D c1/ .o
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LIBERIA

Article 2

Constitr:tion (as arnended through May, 1955)

Sectlon 2

... No person shall be a representatlve r,rho has not resided 1n the County
or Province tvo whole years irnned iat e ry previous to hls or her election, and vho
sharr not lrhen erected be an inhabitant of the county or province, and xho doe6
not cwn unencumbered real estate of not ress vafue than one thousand. dollars in
the county in vhi.ch he or she resides, or fihc in the p"ovinces shall not oirn a
hut in whlch he or she resides and for r,rhich he or she pays the hut tax, and who
shall not have attaineci the age of twenty-three years,

Section 5

... lio person shall_ be a Senator Vho shalt not have resided three vhole
years irnmediatel y previous to his or he:: eLection in the Repubfic of l,iberia,
and vho shall not, rrrhen elected, be an inhabitant of the County whlch he or she
represents, and vho does not own unencumbered real estate af not less tha,n
one tbousand two hundred doLlars in the county, and who shar] not have attaLned
the age of tirenty-five years.

Article 10, tr{ho rnay register

(f) Every cj.i:izen cf Liberia who is at least twenty-one years of age and

vho owns real estate in fee simpte nay register as a voter except one who:

(a) is of unsound nind; or
(b) has been disfranchlsed as a result of convlctlon of crime and has

not been restored to citlzenship; or
(") is vholly d ependent on rellef from the State.
(2) For the purposes of this titl-e, ownership of real estate j-ncludes

possession of a hut, on vhich such citizen pays the hut tex., j-n a prcvjnce or in
a tribal area in a county. 

/ ,..

o
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LfBYA

Constltutional Amendment ot ?6 Apvl'L L961

Article l-02

Aq cnecif{ed hrr .taw ^r.,i+ r.i1-,.^*^ -D- --+;tled tO VOte. \lOmen may eXeIClSenr rI-!!rrtLu wJ f+s, duuru !!uJdrrD

tbis right gubject to the eonditions set forth by the 1av.3

],]ECI{IENSTE ]N

Article 2

1. All- male Liechtenstej-n citlzens over tlrenty-one years of age, who are

not legally disqualified, vho have resided in the Principality for one nonth

before the election or referendum and. whcse right to vote in elections or

referenda has not been suspended, shall have the right to vote and to be

-1 aa* aA

LI]]GMBOTIRG

Article !2 (as amen<1ed on t5 l.{ay }91+B and 15 M y 1949)

Electors muEt: (t) le luxerntourg nationals; (2) enjoy clvil ancl polltical
rights; (3) trave conpletecl their tventy-f1rst year; (4) be dcmiciled in the

Grand Ducby. To these fouf conditions shal_l be added such other conditions as

the l-av may deternine. llo property qual-lfication nay be imposed ' In order to

I / AccorclinE to information fu-rnished to the S ecretary-General by the Pernanent
=J Mission of Libya to the United lrlations, as a result of thls constitutional

amendment, vcmen have also an j.mplied right to be eleeted to all public offices.
1...
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quallfy for election, a person u.ust have conpleted hls twenty-fifth yeal: and
fulfil the other three condltions enumerated above. No other qualLfication for
el-ectlon shalt be required.

MADAGASCAR

C onsti of29A I as arnended the Consti
Law of

!reamble

Afflrming their belief in God and in the eminent dlgnlty of the hunan

Resolved to guarantee fund.amental human rlghts,
Iallshing to further the economic, soeLal and cultural advancement of the

country and of each of its inhabltants,
Inspired by the United Nations Unlversal Declaration of Human Rights,

::: 
t"t"**" peopLe soler0nJ_y procfain. .. .

Article I

The authorlties entrusted vith the guidance of the state shal-L derive thelr
povers frcm the peopre through electlons held on a baBls of unlversal suffrage,
direct or indirect.

Article 19

The merdbel's of the Natlonal. Assenbly shall be elected for a tern of flve
years by dlrect universal suffrage. They shall_ be styled Deputies.

The number and method of election of Deputles, the conditions of eliglbt}1ty
and the rures concerning lnconpatibillty of offices shall be estabLlshed by }av,
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MALAWI

Chapter fV - Part I

Section J4. (1) Subject to the provi-sions of sub-section (2) of thls sectlon

sub-section (2) of section JL and. in section J! make no distinction on the basls

of sex/, a person shaff be qualified. to be elected as a member of the National
Assembly if, and. shal-l not be so qualified unl-ess, he -

(a) is a citizen of Malawi who has attained the age of twenty-one years; and.

(b) ls able to speak, and un]-ess i.ncapacitated. by blindnes€ or other
physical cause, to read the English l-anguage vell enough to take an active part

in the proceedings of the Assembly.

Sectign J4. (2) The qualifications and di squalifications for registrati-on as a

voter Ln a general rol-1 constituency and as a voter in a special role constituency

shal-l be set out in the Schedufe to this Constitutlon.

Schedule to the Constitution

Qualifications and di squal-j-fications for regi.stTation as a voter

l. Subject to the provisions of paragraphs l+ and 5 of this Schedule fthe
di squalifications }isted in paragraphs 4 and J make no d.istinction on t-hu U""1"

^'iof se1/r a person shal-} be qualified to be registered as a voter in a gs3lgg
constituency tf, and shal-I not be so quaLified unless, at the date of his
for registration, he -

(a) is a cltizen of Malawi;
/1^ \\u/ "he age of twenty-one years;

(c) is an African, an Asian or a European;

(A) is ordinarily resident in Malawi and has been ordinarily resld.ent in
Malavj. or the former Nyasaland Protectorate at any time for a continuous period

^f 
1-r.'^ lraq rc ' an']

(e) is ordinarily resj.dent in that constituency or was born there or 1s

eEployed or carries on a business there. 
/...

fnd.ependence order, l!64 and. Constitutlon of
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2. Subject to the provisions of paragraphs l+ and ! of this Schedule fthe
disquafifications fisted in paragraphs L and 5 make no distinction on the basis
of se{-r a person shafl be qualified to be registered as a voter in a speciaf roll
consti.tuency if, and shal_l_ not be so qualified. unless, at the date of hi8
appl-ication for reglstratlon, he -

(") is a citizen of Ma1aw1;

(b) has attained the age of tventy-one years;
(c) is a Europeanl

(d) is ordlnaril-y resident in Malavi and has been ordinarily residenr rn
Malawi or the forfier Nyasaland. Protectorate at any time for a continuous period
of two years; and

(e) is ordinarily resldent ln that constituency or vas born there or is
employed. or carries on a business there.

MAI,AYS]A

Constitution of as amended bv the Act of I

AItrACIC 4 /

-* cltizen resident in the Federation is qualified to be a nember -
(u) of the Senate, if he is not less than thirty years old,
/. \(b, oJ the House of Repre sentative s, lf he is not less than trnrenty-one years
old,

unless he is disqualified for being a member by this Constitution or by any 1aw

made in pursuance of articfe 48 /the disqualificati.orE listed in articl-e ]+B make

no distinction on the basis of sex/.

Article 119

(1) Every cltizen who has attained the age of twenty-one years on the
qualifying date and has been resident in a constituency for at least six months

innediately preceding the qualifying date is entitted to vote in that constltuency



in any election to the House of Representatives or the Legislative Assenbfy:/ unless
he i6 disqual-ified under clause (J) fttre disqualiflcations listed in clause (J)
rake no distinction on lhe basis of sex/ or under any lau relating to offences

committed in connexLon with elections, but no person shall in the sane election
vote in more than one constituency.

IltAL,I

Constitution of 25 J
as amended b

Preamb].e

^ 
The republic of Mali solernnly reaffirms the rights and freedons of man and

- of the cj.tlzen, enshrined j"n the Universal Declaration of l{uman Bights of
_LU ijecemoer J_94o.

TAIIE J.. AII1C]C 2

Snvcr cic"hj-.v shpll h^ \'ae.fA^ ;h iha -a^nla os a whOle. No SectiOn Of the

people nor any individual may assume the exercise of sovereignty.

The people shall exercise their sovereignty through their representatives
and, in certain cases, by referendurn. The vote shal-I be universaf, equal- and

secret. It may be direct or indlrect, under the conditions established by 1aw.

Al-l- Malian citizens of both sexes who are of full age and in flrIl possession

of their civil and political rights shall be entitfed to vote under the condi.tlons

establ-ished by lau.

A/6\\7
English
fage oy

Under the provisions of article 160, as amended, the term "Legislative
Asserubly" means the Representative Asseubly in the States of the Federatlon.Otr
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MAIJTA

Chapter fV - Part 1

Indepgndence Order, Constitution f964,
2I Septenber 1964

d.isqualifications l-isted in section 55 make no distinction on the basis of sex/, a

Seetion 54. Subject to the provisions of section 55 of this Constituti.on /the

person shafl be qualified tc be elected as a nenber of the House of Representatives
if, and shall not be qual-ified to be so elected. unless, he has the qualifications
for registration as a voter for the election of members of the House of
nepresentatlves mentioned in section 58 of this Constitutj-on.

Qualifications of voters

can+i ar cA clrl.\'ia^+ +^:-j::::-_l:. -- the provisions of section 59 of thi6 Constltution /f,he
di squalifications l-isted j.11 section 59 nake no distinction on the basis of "u*/, a

person shall be qualified to be reglstered as a voter for the election of members

of the House of Bepxesentatives if, and shall- not be qualified to be so

(a) he is a cltlzen of Malta;
(b) he has attained the age of twenty-one years; and

(c) he ls a resldent ln Malta and has during the trro years lnnediately
preceding his registratlon been so resident for a continuous period of one year

or for periods anountlng in the aggregate to one year.

MAURlTANIA

the Act of 22 March l

Preamble

fhey proclaim their adherence to the Moslem refigion and to the prlncip.Ies

of denocracy, as set out j.n the Decl-aration of the Ftghts of Man of l-789 and the

Universal Decl-aration of l-O December 1948.
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Articl-e B

Suffrage may be direct or indirect in the conditlons e6tabl-ished. by law.

The vote sha.Il in all cases be universal, equal and secret. Al-1 citizens of the

Republic of both sexes who are of full- age and in fu}l possesslon of thelr clvll
and political- rights shall be entltled to vote.

Article l-0

TIre President of the lepublic shal-l be the Head of the State.
He shall- be of the Moslen relision.

Article l-J

He shall be el-ected for a term of five years by direct universal suffrage.
Any citizen of the Bepublic who is not fess than thirty-five years of age

and is i-n fu].f possession of his civil and. pollticaf rlghts may stand for electlon.
Nominations shall be received by the Supreme Court, which shall decld.e as to their
regularity and shalL announce the results of the voting.

Artlc_Le 20

lEbrorqelvr ywwcr rs vested in the National Assenbly.

Artiel-e 27

The National Assernbly shal-I be elected for a term of five yeaTs.

The conditions for the election of nembers of the National Assembly' the

nur4ber of menbers and the conditions of eligibility, and. the rules concerning

ineligibility and lncompatlbil-ity of offices, shall be detenrined by }aw.

A1l- citizens of the Republic who are not less than tventy-five years of age

and are in fuff lossesslon of the1" civil and political rights may stand for
election.
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MENCO

ATIIC-LC )+

Al] men and women who, in addltion to being Mexicansr possess the following

qualifications are citizens of the Bepubljc: (t) ttrose lrho have reached the age

of eighteen years and are narried, or twenty-one if they are not; ano (2) tnose

who have an honest means of livelihood.

Articfe 15

Privlleges ol- citizens are: (1) to vote in popular electionsr (2) to be

eligibfe to al-l popular efective offices and. qual-ified for any other position

or conrnission, lrovided they have the qualifications prescribed by law.

MONACO

Constitution of 17 tecember 1962

Arti.cl-e 17

Citj-zens of Monaco shall be equal before the Iaw. There shafl be no

privileges among them.

Alticle 5,

The National Council- sha]l consist of eighteen members, elected for a term

of five years by direct universal suffrage, vith voting by the list system.

Cltizens of both sexes who have attained the age of twenty-one years and

have been nationals of Monaco for at lea6t five years, excluding those who are

debarred fron voting on one of the grounds specified by law, shal} be efectors-

Electors of iroth sexes who have attained the age of t'wenty-five years and

are not ineligible on one of the grounds specified by fav shall be eligible for
election. . .

Constitution of 5 February l-9I7
as amended on 6 October I95J
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MONGOTTA
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Article 4

The Hurals of Peoplers Deputies are el-ected by citizens of the Mongolian

Peopfets Republic on the basis of universal-, equaJ- and direct suffrage by secret

ballot .

The system of election of deputies to the organs of State pover is laid- do'w'n

in a special- ordinance.

Citizens of the Mongolian leoplers Republic enjoy equal rlghts irrespective

of sex, race, and nationality, religion or soclal origin and position.

Article 8l

Citj.zens of the Mongolian Peoplers Republic have the right to participate

freely in the administratlon of the State and society and also in guiding the

economic life of the country both direetly and through their representative bodies.

Thls right is ensured by grantlng aII citizens the real possi-bility to play an

erbensive part in al-I spheres of the countryts polltical, economic and cuatulal

llfe, in particular, to pavti-cipate in elections, referendums, the organization

of various dernocratic societies, etc.
AII citizens of the Mongollan Peoplets Republ-i.c vho have attained the age

of IB, with the exception of those found insane, are granted the right to vcte

in efections and to be efected to afl organs of State power.

Artlcte 84

Women in the Mongolian Peoplets Republic are accorded the same ri'ghts as

men in al-l spheres of economic, State, cultural, social and lol-itlca] life' The

realization of these rights ls ensured by according women the same condltions of

work, leisure, social insurance and education as men, by the State promotion of

nother-and-child welfare, State assistance for mothers of l-arge families, leave
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of absence from work before and after conflnenent wlth ful1 pay and the extension
of the network of maternity hospltals, nurseries and kindergartens.

The lnfrtngement, in any form whatsoever, of the equal rj.ghts of men and

women is forbidden by ]-av.

MoBOCC0

Constitution of l4 leceraber 1952

Art. B. Men and {omen shal-l have equa} political- rlghts. Af1 citlzens of both
sexes who are of fuIL age and. in full possession of thei-r civil and.

poli.tleal rights shall be entitl_ed to vote.

Art. l-2. A-I1 citizens shal-l have access, on the same terms, to the publ-ic servi.ce
and pubtic employment .

NEPAI

|AII .L.L.L .

Constitution of 15 December 1962

tr\md amental- Tights and" duties

(2) No discrimination shall- be made agalnst any citizen in the appllcation of
Seneral- l-avs on grounds of religlon, race, sex, caste, tribe oT any of them.

f < ) Thero eLa l I 1.,^ h^ A:\r t -- -- *iscrimination against any citizen in respect of appointment
to the Government service or any other public service onJ_y on ground.s of
rellglon, Tace, sex, caste, tribe or any of them.
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NETI{NRLANDS

The ienrbers of the l,ower llouse shalf be elected directly by the j.nhabitants

vho are Netherl-ands cltizens or recognlzed. by law as Netherl-ands subjects and

have attalned the age prescrlbed by J-av, $hich shall not be less than

twenty-three years...

Art].c-Le o)

fhe Upper House shall be composed. of flfty members. Ihey shall be el-ected by

the provincial- estates according to the principles of proportional representation.

To be eligible as a menber of the L,oweT House, a person is required. to be a

cltlzen of the Netherland s or recognized by 1aw as a Netherfand.s subject, to have

attained the age of thirty years, not to be deprived of el-igibility or excluded

from the exercise of the right to vote...

Articfe 9f

fn order to be eligible to membership in the Uppe" House the requirements for
membership in the Lover l{ouse must be fulfilled.

Efectora.I Act of ? September 1896

Article I

The menbers of the Second Chamber of the States-General shal-l- be elected by

Netherlanders or persons recognized by l-aff as Netherlands subjects who are resident

ln the Real:a and have attained the age of twenty-three years.

tr'or the pulpose of this Act the test of residence shall be the actual-

uwcfrurb vrquc.

constitutj.on of 24 August 1815
as anoend ed to fO Septenber L956
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NE\,i ZEALAND

Eiectoral Act, 1927

Section 28 (2)

Every adult person vho has resided for one year in New Zealand, and lrho has
xesided in any electorar- distriet for not less than three nonths ifinediater-y
preceding the date of his application for regl6trat10n as an erector of trrat
district, and who is a British subject either by birth or by naturarization in
New Zealand, is entitled, subject to the provisi-ons of this Act, to be regrstered
as an elector of that distrlct... 

Section 15 (2)

A wonan shal-f nat be disqualified by sex or narriage from being elected as a
member of the House of Representative, or froir sitting or voting as a menber
thereof, anything to the contrary in any other Act notvithstandins.

NICARAGUA

Conjstitution cf 1 Novenber l- as amended on 20 A

Nicaraguan nationals, of either sex) over
nationals over 18 years of age who can read and

and Nicaraguan national-s under lB yeers of age

are citizens.

2l- years of age, Nicaraguan

write or vho are uatried,
holding an academic certificate

The following are the rights of citizens: to hol_d public office, to
to associate and to present petitions, in accordance r,/ith the tav. l/omen
a l -^+a.ic-Ltrs ueu u-r' appoanT,ee ro public office.

assemble,

nay be
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The fol-loi^ring are the

el eetora.l resister: (2) to
obligations of citizens: (l)
vote in popular elections.
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to register ln the

NTGER

Preamble

Tire people

and hu:man rights
Cltizen of I7B9

Constitution.

of Niger proclaln their attachment to the principles of dellDcracy

as laid down in the Decl-aratlon of the Fights of Man and the

and the Unlversal Declaratj-on of 1948, and as guaranteed by thls

Article 5

Suffrage shafl be universal, equal ancl secl'et'

Alf citizens of Nj-ger of both sexes who are of fuU legal age and in fu].]

possession of thelr civil and political rights shall have the right to vote,

subject to the conditions ].ald down by the ]ar'r.

Article 6

The Bepublic shal] ensure equality before the law for aU- without distinction

as to origin, race, sex or religlon'

Article 10

The conditions governing etigibility, the submission of candidatures' the

method of polling and ol' counting votes., and the proclamation of results' shall

be established by 1aw. The Supreme Court shal] verify that these operations are

carried cut in sood order.
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Article 29

The Deputies of the National- Assenbly shall be elected by direct universal
suffrage on a single national- ]ist.

The nrmber of menbers of the National Assemb1y, the conditions of ellglblltty,
the rul-es concerning fneligibiuty and inconpatibility of offices, polling
procedureg and the circunstances in r.rhlch nen elections shall- be held in the event

of seats becoming vacant, shall- be establ-1shed by ]aw,

NIGERIA

tr'edexal Constitution of L 0ctober l-96]

44. Subject to the provisions of section 45 of this Canstitutlon -
(") a person shatl be qual-ified for sel-ection as a Senator if he is a

cj-tizen of Nigeria and has attained the age of 4O years;

(b) a person shal-]. be qualified for election as a member of the House of
Representatives if he is a citizen of Nigeria and has attained. the age of 21 years

and, in the case of a person who stands for election in Northern Nigeria, is a

male person.

,2, (1) Every constituency established und.er section !1 of this Constitutlon
shal-l return to the House of Representatlves cne member who shall be directly
elected in such nanner as may be prescribed by Parl-iament.

(2) The registration of voters and the conduct of elections shall- be subject
to the direction and supervision of the Electoral Coirrnission of the Federation.

Constitution of Northern Nigeria of l- October l-96J

8,. (1) Subject to the provlsions of section 9 of the Constitution, a person
shafl be qualified to be a nember of the House lf Assenbl-y 'f he is a citizen
of Nigeri.a who is a nafe person of the age of 2I years or more and -
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(") vho rras born in the Region; or

(b) vhose father was born in the Regi-on; or
(") who has resided in the Region for a continuous period of at least

thTee years inmediately before the relevant date:

16. (I) Every constituency established under section 1l of this Constitution
shal-I return to the Eouse of Assenrbly one member who shal"] be dlrectly elected

in such nanner as may be prescribed by the Legislature of the Reglon.

(2) The registration of voters at elections to the House of Assembl-y

and the conduct of such el-ections shal1 be subject to the dj.reetion and superrision

of the Electoral Cornnission of the Resion.

Constltution of Eastern Nigeria, 196J

7. (f) Subject to the provlsions of section B of this constitutlon., a person

shall- be quallfled to be a member of the House of Assembly if he is a

citizen of Nigeria who has attained the age of 2l- years and -

(.) vho l+as born in the Region; or

(b) whose father va6 born in the Reglon; or
(c) lvho has resided in the Region for a continuous period of at

. least one year inmediatefy before the relevant date'

f5. (f) Every constituency established under section 14 of thls Constitution

sha}}returntotheHouseofAssemblyonemenbelvhoshaf].bediyect].y
elected ln such nanner as may be prescribed by the Legislature of the

Begion.
/.\ rla y--r-+r4+.ion of voters at electjons to the House of Assembly and\.) r.us r c6!o ur o !r

the conduct of such elections shall be subiect to the direction and

srrnerwision of the Electoral Conmission of the Region.
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Constitution of !trestern Nigeria of I October l!5J

7. (I) Subject to the provisions of section B of this Constitutiorr, a

person shall be qualified to be a member of the House cf Assenbly if he 1s a citizen
of Nigeria who has attaj-ned the age of 2l years and -

(a) vho r./as born in Lhe Region; or
(l) vhose father vas born in the Regionj or
(c) who has resided in the Region for a continuous period of at least one year

immediately before the relevant date.
15. (1) Every constituency established under section 1l+ of this Constitution

;half recurn to the Eouse of Assembly one flember r"'ho shall- be directly efected
in such rranner as nray tle prescribed by [he Legislature of the Region.

(2) fbe registration of voters at elections to the House of Assembly and

the conduct of such elections shall be subject to the direction and supervision
of the EfectoTal- Coruot-ssion of the Resion.

NORI^IAY

1\rticle 50

Norwegian citizens, rnen and women,

l-ave been do!:ticifed in this country t-or

shafl have the right to vote.

Article 6I

ffho have completed

f i rro rrao nc a h.] a ra

their twenty-first year,
TAc i nAn+c +hd'.a^f

No one nay

hre rae i aa.]

be dl-ected as a representative unless

in the Kingdom far ten years and has

he has attalned 21 years

urrs r fE!u

of



A/6)+t+7
English
-rage or

PAKISTAN

Constitution of I March l-962

A4i4s-]o-Z

(I) nxcept as provlded in this A''ticle, a person i-s qualified to be etected

as, and to be, a menber of an Assembly if
(a) his name appears

(i) in the case of the Nationa] Assembly - on the electoral roll

for any electoral unitj or

(ii) in the case of the AssenDlY oi
rofl- for an electora] unit in

(l) he is not less than 25 years of age

a ?rovince - on the electora]

the Province; and

I Articre ]-5t)

An efectoraf roll shal.L, in accordance Irith 1aw,

for each electoral unit.

be established and malntained

Artlcle 157

Except as provided by }aw, any citizen
(") who is not less than 21 years of age;

(l) vho is not of unsound nindi and

(.) who is a resident of, or who is deemed by 1aw to be a resident of'

an electoral unit,
sha]lbeentitledtobeenro].].edontheelectoralrollforthate}ectoralunit.

Article 152

a Chief
vho sha]-]-

(f) Ior the purpo6es of the election of srembers to the seats in the

PraovinciaL Assemblies reserved exclusively for women, the connissionerg shal}' in

accordance vlth law, fron time to tine dlvide each ?rovince into five zones'

Artic]-e 147 of the Constitution reads as fol]ows: (f) ftrere shal-l- be

Election Comr0issioner (in ttris part referred to as the Cormissaoner'"
be appolnted by the Presldent. 

- (2) The Corunissioner shall have such

and functaons as are conferred on hin by this Constitution and law'

!/
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(2) For the purposes of tbe election of nembers to the seats in the
Natlonal Assembly resexved exelusively for ffomen, the conmissl.oner shal-l-, in
accordance with lav, from tiu,e to time divi-de each provlnce into three zones.

AI'ra c_Le l.bg

.(1) After a general election of members of a provincial Assembly, the
persons elected as flernbers shal-f, before :e first meeting of the Assembly, eleet
five members to the seats in the Assembly reserved exclusively for wonen, so

that there is one uoman menrber for each zone referred to in cl-ause (t) ot
Artl-cl.e lb2.

(2) Subject to cfause (l) of this Article, after a genera] election of the
menbers of the National Assembly, each pro:rincial- Assembl-y shafl, before the first
meeting of the National Assembly, elect three menbers to the seats in the National
Assembl'y reserved exclueive]y fo" vonxen, so that there is one woman roember for
each zone referred to in clause (2) of Articl-e f52.

G) Where a general election of the membeys of the National Assembl-y is O
hel-d at or about the same time as a general- efection of the nnembers of a ?rovincial
Assenbly, the persons elected as nerbers of the provincial Asserobly may, before
the first meetj-ng of that Assembly, conduct the election referred to in cl-ause (2)
of this.r,rtlcLe.

PANAI\4A

Constitution of f }4arch 19!5

All Panamanians'of either sex who have attalned 2r years of age are citlzens.

Arfinlc aA

citizenship incfudes the rlght to vote and to be elected to public positions
r'rhich are filJ-ed by popular election, and the capacity to hol-d official- po6itlon6
r,rith power and jurisdiction...



Article 1]2

A Deputy to

2, years of age.

PA&AGUAY

Articl-e 2

Frrpr.rr ni ti zcr r.r]^n has attained the

cf the rights of citizenship and meets

shall be enti tled to r,ote.
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the National- Assenbly must be an active citlzen and have attained

El-ectorat !ai+ of 28 July 1!l!

age of IB year6,

the requirements

is in ful-l possession

]a1d down in this law

Persons

(a) To

(l) ro

entail,
Decree.

entitled to vote shaf] have the

elec! those \"rho are to exercise

be el-ected ano to discharge the

in accordance with the National

right:
the functions of the public authoritlesi
various duties which those functions

Constitution and this Leglsfative

Article I

'!',lomen sha}} have the same Politlcal- rights and obligations as nen'

Ar:ticle 2

Regulations governing this Act ehall be issued by the Executive '

recognizing the
of vomen
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Constitution of as amended

Article 84

A.lf Peruvian inen and riornen who have reached the age of najority, married

persons vho havc altalned 18 years of age and those who have been efi.ancipated

are ci-ti zens.

Article 86

Citizens vho know how to read and vrite have the rieht to vote.

,ATtf cre 9.J

rln he q denrrJrr i1-. ic rie.Fqcafir *a hc ' 
p.arrrvirn lrw hi rt.h i. cnio\r -ho Fidl-fy (v vL uJ vrl qu,

of suffrage, to have completed 25 years of age and to be,a native of the

departnent to irhich the electoral circumscriptlon oelongs or to bave bad in jt
three years continuous residence.

To be a icnator it is necessary to be a Peruvian by birth, to enjoy the right
nnmnlofarl <q 1'aq?c 

^f 
aor surrrage, anq ro nave -_ _ge.

PMLIPPINES

Republic Act No. fBO of 2l June 1947

ATIAC LC 9O

Every citizen of the Phi1jpp-ines, r.rhether nafe or r'enal-e, 21 yea-rs of age

oI over, abl-e to read and write, vho has been a resident of the Philipoines for
one year and of the mLinicipality in r'rhich he has registered during the six months

imnediately preceding, vho is not othervise disqualified, nray vote in tl-e said
precinct at any election.

Act No. 1219I
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Section lt

vt L-J))
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No person shall be a Senator unless lie be a natural-born citizen of the

Philippines and, at bhe time o.[ his e]ecrion, is at least J5 years of age, a

qual-iiied elector, and a resident of Lhe P;rilippines for not less than two years

inr:nediately prior to hls election.

Section 7

No person shall be a member of the Hcuse of Representatives unless he be a

natural-born citizen of the Philippines and, 6t the tlne of his election, j-s at
'lpFst 25 rrcars of al).e- rr ^rrolif.i F.r FlF.l-.nr. 2nd r '"a<i.lanf .f thF nrnwinCe in

vhich he is chosen for llot less than one year inmediatel-y prior to his el-ection.

TOLAND

El-ectoraf Lar+ of 24 October 1456

Artlcre a ( 1./

The elect,lons sha.l} be universal: every Polish citizen, }U years of age on

the day ol the efections, without Tegard to sex, nationaf and racial appurtenance,

creed, education, llir-e of residence in rhe voting districtr social- extraction,
profession and material circumstances shaff have the right to vote.

Artic]e l

Flvervone who has tbe -irrht l-.o vote is elicible for efection if he is
2l years of age.
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PORTUGAL

Etectoral Act No. 2,Q15 of 2B Mav f945

Articfe I

The follolring persons sha1l be entltled to l'ote in efections for the President

of the Republic5 and the National Assembl-y: I. I{ale Portuguese citizens who

have attai-ned thelr majority or have been emancipated and can read and i^Irite

Portuguese; 2. A,Iale Portuguese citizens who have attained their maiority or have

been emanci-pated, and r'rho, although they cannot read or write, contribute to the

State and adnrlni strative bodies a sr.:m of not less than 10O escudos in palment of

any of the followi.ng taxes: property tax, industrial tax, professionaf tax or

tax on the use of capital; J. tr'emale Portuguese citizens vho have attained their
majorj.ty or have been emancipated, possessing the following ninirnun qualificatione:
(a) general- secondary schoo.l- course; (b) elementary teaching course; (c) courses

at schools of fine arts; (d) courses at the National Conservatory or the oporto

Conservatory of Music; (e) courses at industrial or cornmercial institutesi
L, f'emale Portuguese citizens who have attained their nxaiority or have been

emancipated and tho, being heads of families, posseso the qualifications
prescribed in paragraphs L and 2 above; l. Ferla}e Portuguese citizens who are

married and can read and write Portuguese and pay a srlm of not fess than

2OO escudos property tax on singly or jointly-owned property.

1/ o" Z9 August 1959' the constitutlon of Portugal r'ras amended to read as
fol-Iows:

Article ?2 The Head of the state shaff be the President of the Republic who

EEEff-TE-Ele c ted by the Natlon by an efectora] coflege consti.tuted by serving
members of the National Assembly and of the Corporative Chamber and by the
municipal representatives of each district or of each overseas province not
divlded lnto dist1'icts and al-so by representatives of the legislative councils
and the Government council-s of the provinces under Governoxs General and

Governors respectively...
Article 85 The National Assenbly shafl be composed of IJO rnernbers, elected
FTEETITect vote of the citizen electors, and its mandate vill continue for
a period of four years, which may not be prolonged save in the case of events
vhich rlake realizatlon of the electoral- act impossible.
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Ar:ticle T

' Portuguese citizens r.rho are duly registered as voters, can read and wrlte

and are not disqualified on any of the grounds enunerated i-n the fol-lowing

artlcle may be elected nembers of the National Assembly.

RO}4ANIA

Al-I vorking peopl-e, citizens of the Ronanlan Peoplers Republic, who have

reached the age of 18, irrespective of race or nationality, sex, religion,

education, profession or domiciIe, have the right to vote in the election of

deputies, with the exception of insane persons, of persons who have been

sentenced by a court of lalt to deprivati-on of electoral rights, and of pelsons

decfared unworthy by lav.
Any working person, cltizen of the Romanian leoplers Repubfic, riho has

reached tbe age of 2l and who has the right to vote, is ellgible for election

to the Grand National AssenblY.

women have the right to elect and be el-ected to the Gland National Asserobly

and the PeopJ-ers Councils on equal terms with men.

RIiANDA

Articl-e J

The R\tandese Republic shafl ensure the quality of al-l- citlzens witbout

distinction as to race, origin, sex or religlon...

o



A / ni'7
English
fage bo

Articl-e 9

Alf Rwanilese national-s of both sexes r'rho are of full legal age ancl in ful-l
rosscssirr ^f ;r'il thcir- .iviI a-.1 rnliti^al -ipht,s shall be entitled to vote

under the conditions laid dovn by the electoraf ]aw.

Article j0

Ilen and r,romen shall be equaf before the far"J. . .

lffticIe 7-

A person may not be efected a deputy to the Nationa]. Assembly unless he is
a citizen of the Rliandeee Republ-ic, has attained the age of 2l yearsr and

satisfies the other conditions prescribed by the el-ectoral faw.

The number of deputies, their emoll]:]1ents, the qualificalions for voters and

tlrp rrr'le< nnnncrnir - inc.\r"r"re1-.ihilit...lf .)ffi^Fq shpll he l"id rlr^ r.rn b', lP\i.

SI,N MARINO

Article l

Al-L cltizens of San llarlno of fuu- age, including naturalized citizensr
A-e erhitlcd fr- 1..tp. nrnr/'de.l t.hp l- therrcre \.t .lr cnrralificd in acnnrdance wi!h

the provisions of artic]-e 2.

/,rticl-e 2

Tbe following persons shal] be disqualified .lrorn voting: (") Persons p]aced

under legal disabilities or incapacitated by 
"eason 

of infirmity of mind:

(b) Persons permanenLly or temlorarily deprived of full legal- capaciLy by sentence

of a court or sentenced to criminal penalcies for corrupt electoral practices or

o1'fencesj (c) Persons permanently or ternporarify deprived of po.Iitlcal- rights by

sentence of a court.
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Artlcfe 4

The el_ectoral l-ists, of vhich there shall be one for each section, shall- be

compiled officially, in dup-ljcate, nen and ]romen being .Listed separately in

afphabetical- order and the foll-ovlng particulars belng Siven for each voter:

(a) Name and surname and, in the case of married women or vidows, husbandls

s urname; (l) t;ianes of mother and father; (c) ttace and date of birth; (cl) Acaderric

qualificaticns; (e) lrofession or trade; (f) Place where the voter is living and,

if the voter resides abroad, State and place of residence and address abroad; " '

Articfe fB

In addition to the generaf quafificatlons for voters set out in articles ]

and 2, all persons sbeking efection nust: (a) le alle to read and r'rri te;

(l) ttave conpleted 25 years of age on the day of the electicns; (c) Not hold

chlrrch office.; (O) ge dorniclled in the RepubJ-ie; (e) Be of the mafe sex'

Article 19

The conmencenent of the active electoral riShts for women sha11 be fixed

by a forthcoming leSlslative provlsion which shafl be promulgated by

,o April 1959'

Law af

Under article 59 of the electoral j:av of 23 December 1958, No' J6,

connencement of electoral rights of vomen vifl be effective as from

l. J anuary lyou.

SAUDI AMBIA

Articfe 28

A Council- shau be organized in the capitaf under tbe nane of Advlsory

Council.ThisshouldconsistoftheAgentGeneraf,hlsadvlsersandsixnotables'
The latter must be able and competent persons, and shatl be nominated by his

l4ajesty the King. t
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SENIGAI,

PREAMBLE

The peopl-e of senegar forrnally proclaims its independence and its devotion
to fundamentar rights, as defined in the Declaration of the Rights of llan and of
the Citlzen of I7B9 and ln the Universal Declaration of fO Decenber 1948.

o

Article 2

The exercise of the franchlse may be direct or indirect. It shal-l at aLl
tines be universal, equat and secret.

Al1 Senegal nationals of both sexes r,rho are of full legal age and in full
possesslon of their civil and poritical rights shalJ- be entitl-ed to vote 1n the

::."uttt"* 
deteunined by lav.

A11 human beings shall be equaf before the l_aw. Men and women shaJ.l have
equal ri-ghts.

ArticLe 12

Deputies to the National Assembly shaLl- be etected by dj-rect and universal-
suffrage for a term not e{ceedlng fi.ve years.

The number of members of the Assenbfy, their emoluments, the conditions
of eligtbility and the ruJ-es concerning ineligibiHty and incoupatibility of
offj-ces shal-I be established by an organic law.

o
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SIERM IEONE

(consti.tution) Order in Council into force

Section l0

(f) The House of Representatives ehal] consist of a speaker and the

follcwing members (who shall be known as "Members of Parlianent"), that is to say,

(u) one member for each District who shall, subiect to the provlsions of

thi6 Constitution, be eleeted in such nanner as may be prescribed by or

under any Iav frorn among the persons vho, under any faw, are for the

tinxe being Paramount Chiefs; and

(l) such nunber of othev members as Parliament may prescribe who, subiect

a6 aforesaid, shal} be elected in such nanner as may be prescribed by or

under any lav: .. .

Section ll

SubJect to the provisions of section J2 of this Constitutlon 2lEhe

di- soualj-fi. cations llsted in section 12 make no dl6tinction on the basis of se3/1

any person who

(") is a citizen of Sierra Leone; and

(l) ha6 attained the age of 2l years; and

(") is abfe to speak and, unless incapacitated by blindness or other

physlcal cause' to read the Eng}lsh }anguage vith a degree of proficlency

sufficient to enabl-e him to take an actlve part in the proceedings of the

House of nepresentative s,

shall be qualtfied for election as such a member of the Elouse of Representatives

as is referred to 1n paragraph (b) of subseetion (1) of section Jo of this

Constitution, and any such person vho, und.er any law, is for tbe time being a

Paramount Chief shal-l- be qualified for election as such a member of the Eouse of

Representatives as ls referred to 1n paragraph (a) of that subsectlon, and no

other person shall be qualified to be so el-ected.
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Section 6

(1) subject to the provlsion of section B /Trre di squalificatlons flsted in
section B make no distinction on rhe basj.s or seI/- every person, whether ma]-e or
femare, vho has attained tlre age of 2l years and is ordinarily resident in the
r^rp rd , n J.ha dr+F <-pai l.i ed f.r tha h,r']11 i n,+i ^h ^orcLrrr_- -f notices inviting c_'_aims

under section l)r:i shal} be entitled to be registered as an elector in a rarard

of a constituency and, when so registered, to vote in such ward at the election
1f a member to represen! cuch constituency in the Eouse of Representatives or of
a riember to represent such ward iD a local_ authoritv.

SOMALIA

ra,ce, natiolal origin, bil.th, language,
or opinion, shal_l have equal rights and

1, Al-l- citizens who possess the quallfications prescribed by lar,r shal-l_
have the right to vote,
2. The vote shafl be personal, equal, free and secret.

=f
Section U cf the Act provides, lnter a1ia, that an authorized official_ shal_Ipublish in each r'rard a notice re[iliri!rev-ery person who claims to beentitl-ed to be registered as an eiector in tie ward to deliver to suchauthorlzed official a notice of his clalm to be resj-stered.

Constitution of I Jul-:r 1960

All ^itjz4ns, r,rithout distlnction of
Teligion, sex, soCial eh.l a^^h^h.i ^ sfatrrs
rearv,ha.i}itiLies hefore the law,

Article 8



Articl-e 9

A11 citizens vho possess the qualifications prescribed by lav shall have the

right of access on equal terms to public office.

Articl-e 5l

1. The National Assembly shall be composed of deputies elected by universal,

free and direct suffrage and secret ballot, and of deputies by ri,;ht.
?. The number of deputles and the e.lectoraf systexn shalf be lajd dovn by law.

3. Alf citizens who possess the right to vote and who are at least
?5 years of age in the el,ection year shall be eljgjble for the office of
deputy. The grounds for inefigibility and tne functions inconpatibl-e vith
thp .ff i.p r T dphr1t,. -l-- r'r l,.^ 1- i a a -,,- ".. l-aw.ur uc}JuuJ f4!u uuwrl uJ

SOUIE AFRICA

Electoral Ccnsrl-idation Act, l-945

Section j

Frronrr.rhiip ir r| nr over the aae ofEVCjJ rvlr! L,s lrt.Lburr wrru !4ufurrdr,

2I years... shall., on compliance r,tith the provisions of the Act, be entitled to

be registered as a voter.

Secrron l-r+ (r,,

A \.rhite wonan shalf not be disquallfled by sex or marriage from being

nn"ri rptcrl . elcr,l.cd -r fr^- -' -,^-:n- ^- a Senator of rqember of Lhe HouserrvJ.rr-qlvu, Dr uultr6 ur vvlru6 @D

of Assemb.ly or of a provincial council.

SPAIN

NOTE: /IHe lational Leglslative Assenbfy (Cortes) is conposed of certain
ex officio members and of members el-ected by the national- syndicates, by the

provincial assemblj-es, by the royal academies, lry the Higher Council of Scientiflc
Research, and by various professional associationsy'
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Articl-e t

To be a member of the Cortes, the fo]J-oir,ing q'aliflcations are required:
(f) To be a Spanish citizen and cf age; (2) To enjoy fu.l-l- civil rights and not
to be under cj.vil and public i-nhabilitatlon consequent to lenal- sentence.

Decree of l0 SeDtember 1Q.L8 conccr"nJn' R1r'tae f^r

Article 4

The following perscns sha.l.l be electors: (f) Ior the election of that
third of the cor:ncif consisting of fandly repre sentativea, every spanish citizen,
whether nale or fenal-e, vho is resident in the municipal dj-strict and has
attained 2I years of age, or has attajned 18 years of age and is sui juris,
and is entered on the electorar- rolr cf heads of fanilies; (2) For the efection
of that third of the council conslsting of trade-union representative s, any
spanish citlzen of either sex who is resident in the nunlcipar district and has
attained 21 years of age, or has attainec.t _18 years of age and is sui juris,
and who, being affiliated T,iith the trade -unian orga"nization through direct
membevship in one of its unit6 estabrished in the municipar district, has been
appointed as a delegate for the purpose of such electlon. (, For the eLection
of that third of the councl conslsting of repre sentatil'es, of eeonoroic, cur-tural
or professional bodles, any person resident in the municipa] district vho has
the quallfications of a r-nrrnei l lnr plcn*oA rrrr.rhe two preceding groups.

Article 7

Any person shal] be eligible for the post of councillor who is a Spanish
citizen, vhether nal-e or feroale, is resident in the municipal distriet, has
attained 2) years of age, is ab]-e to read and !ffite and has, in addltion to these
general qualifications, the special qualifications required for cne of the
follovl.ng grcups of repre s entative s .

To be eligible as a fanily representative, a person must without exception
have the etatus of head of a fa,:dly.

September l-9)+,9 concerning,
Munl cipal EIe ctions
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To be eligible as a txade-union representative, a person nust wlthout

exceptionbeaffiflatedwiththetTade-unionorganizationthloughdlrect
menbership in one of its units established in the municipal- district'

To be eligibfe as a representative of economic, cu.].tural or professional-

bodles established in the nuniclpal district, a person must be a member of such

a body, but if, i-n the absence of any such body in the district, this group

rust be represented by perscns vho are not meubers of such a body, it shal-l be

sufficient if they enjoy prestige in the locality'

Article 9

The offlce of councillor shall
the office shal} not, hovever,

S\,IEDEN

AIIACIE.Lb

Every Slredish citizen irrespective

provided that he attained the age of 2l
l-ast preceding.

Riksdag Organj-c Act of 22 June l-866, as amended

obligatory and unremunerated.

obligatory for. '. women, '. '

of sex shall have the right to vote

years during or before the calendar

be

be

SI]DAN

NOTE:

In the information suppfied to the Secretary-General under Economic and

Social Council resofution g6f S (XUVI), concerning the inaplementation of the

Convention on the Politi"al nigtt" of lr'lomen, the Government of Sudan states:
"Although no woman has been elected to the national legislature, or named to
any higf, governmental, judi-cial or diplomatic post, the Sudan cornplies -fith 

the

tnree Jutitantive articles of the Convention on the Potiticaf Rights of Uomen

in that vomen are permitted by 1aw to vote, stand for election and hold publlc

"if i"". " y- ftre sl"tetary-Geiteral- has been inforrned that for tbe first tinre women

participa{ed in the nattonal e}ections he}d during 1!6)'

!/ E/cN.6/\9, para. r52.

year
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Article 9

A man or voman shal-l- not be entitled
Chamber un.less he or she has attained the

^h 
h,.t^ t ;vlr !ruUI I U tr.cl L LU.r's lrI L,Ire COmmUng.

to be elected a member

dac a! )) J€df- dlu fb

of the First
entitfed to vote

Article 19

A man or wonan shalf not be entitled to be elected a member of the Second

Chamber unl-ess he or she has attained the age of 25 years and is entitled to vote
jn a constituency or, in r"he case cI a city consisbing of more than one

constituency, in one of several cons tj- tuencie s.

Sl,J]TZERLANDV

Fcdera.L Consricutjon of 2) NIay IB'l \

National Counci].

Article 74

Every Sviss who has reached the age of 20 years and vho is not excluded from
tLe rights of active citizenship by the legislation of the canton 1n r.rhj-ch he is
domici.led has the right to t,ake part in elections and referenda...

Articl-e 75

Every lay S\,,'i ss citizen entitled to vote is eliEibte for membershj D in the
Nationa] Council.

! Sviss wonen do not have the rigbt to vote or to be elected in federa] or
cantonaf efections, vith the exceptlon of the omen in the Cantons of Vaud,
Neuchetel- and Geneva. As a result of recently approved amendments to the
cantonaf constitutions, the women of Vaud (amendment approved I I'ebruary I!)!),
Neuch6tel- (anendment approved 26-2? September f9r9) and Geneva (amendnent
approved 5-6 llarcin 1!50) were granted the right to vote in cantonal elections,
becane eligibte for election to both houses of the cantonal- Parl-iament, .rra *iso !becane eligible for election to the Federal_ Councif of States.

Moreover, r'/omen may vote and are eligible for erection in nunicipal- elections
in various cantons of the Federation.
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Constitution of the Canton of Vaud of l€Q as a&ended

Article 22

sovereignty is exercised by the acttve citizens neeting in comnunaf assemblyl

and 1n their name by the constitutional- authorities...

Articl-e 2l

All- Swiss men and wornen who have completed theil twenty-fifth year, have

been estabfj-shed oI residing !n the Canton for three uronths and do not exelcise

their political rights in any other State of the Confederation, are active

Articl-e 25

The conmunal assembfies shalf consist of active citizens who have thelr civil

domicile in the counnune...

Arxlcl.e zo Dl- s

The conlruna] assenblies shal-l elect the cantonal deputies to the Council

of States...9 A single member of the State Council may be elected to the

Council of States.

Article JJ

The legislative functions are exercised by a Grand Council composed of

deputies elected directly by the corununal assembliesr...

To be eligible for election to the Grand Council, a person must be an active

Article 51

The executl-ve functions and the administration of the canton are vesteal in

a state counci-l composed of seven nembers selected from among the active citizens.

2/ The council of States is composed of forty-four deputies from the cantons'
Each canton elects two deputies... (article 80 of the Federal Constitutlon
o-[ the Sviss !'ederation) .



English
Pa.r o OR

... The nembers

assenbfies, , .

of the State Councif are el-ected directly by the communal

Constitution of the

Grand Council

All Neuchatef men and wornen who have completed
aLl- Swiss men and wonen of the same age born in the
principal domicile there for three months after the
have the right to vote.,,

their twentieth year, and

Canton or having their
fifing of their papers, shall

Al-f electors who have completed their tventy_fifth year are eligible for
efection.,.

A--+, ^r ^ 2^

The Grand Council... shall designate the deputies to represent the Canton in
the Council of States...

State Council

Article 42

The executive
in a State Council-

Al-1 Sviss men

por,rer and the general administration of the
composed of five members el_ected dj-Tectfy by
and vomen enjoying cirric rights are el-j.gible

Canton are vested

the people.

for efection.

Constitution of the

Article 41

Citizens, vithout distinction as to
to exercise polltica] rights, . .

Canton of

sex, aged 20 years or nore are entitled

I (as amended
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Articl-e 5l-

T.re Genevan deputies to the Council- of States are elected by the body of
elanl-^ve uhn pninrr ih r].a nah+^h +ha ?idt1+ +^ ,,^or,\, €IJUJ _Lu ur.rv v-4rw!rr "- "_te on cantonal matters, and ln
accordance vith the prccedure estabrished for the election of the state counc1l.

Conposition and election of the Grand Council

Article 7O

The l-egislative por./er is exercisecl by a Grand Council- of l-OO members el_ected
z/by the General- Cor.mcilz{.. by l-ist.

Artlcle 72

AIl lay citizens 'who enjoy electoral rights and have completed their
tventy-fifth year are eligible for election.

Conposj.tion and el-ection of the State Counci]

Article I0l

The executive por'ier and the general admlnistration of the Canton are vested
in a State Council- composed of seven members.

Article 102

zl
The State Council shall be el-ected by the Generat CounciP by list....

Arti-cl-e 1C4

Lay electors who have attained the age of 27 years are eligibl-e for electlon
to the State Council.

f/ According to article 46 of the Constitution of the Republic and Canton of
Geneva, "The electorate acting collectively constitutes the General Councili
lt does not del-i-berate. "
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SYRIA

Article 7

Every Syrian, male or female, who has attaj.ned 18 years of age at the
beginning of January of the year of the el-ections, shall have the right ro vote.
Each person shal] vote in the electoral- district where he is listed in the census
register, provided that he is in enjoyment of his civil- and politlcal rights and
that he has not previously been deprived of his right to vote.

rn addltion to the above-mentioned. conditions, women must have at least a
certificate of primary education or its equivalent. separate polring booths shal_l
be estabLished for wonen voters.

Article 22

lhe candidate for Parl_iament must fulfil the followlng conditlons:
(") the candidate, nale or female, must have been a Syrian national_ for
the l-ast ten years at leasU
(b) the candidate must have been listed in the efectoral register;
(") the eandldate must have completed his thirtieth year of age at the
beginning of Januaxy of the year of election;
(d) the candidate must have passed the fifth primary grade, or obtained
a certificate of primary education, or compl-eted a courfse of study equlvalent
to either of themj

(") the candi-date must stand for eLection in one e.lectoraL distrlct onl-v.

TRAILAND

N0?E1 Accordlng to informati n suppl-ied to the secretary-General- by the permanent

Mlssion of rhalland to the l'.i.ted Natlons, the constituti-on of rhailand of
lo Eecenber \i)2 (as anend. I up to and including 12 March 1952) was abr.ogated on
20 October 1!!8, and untl the enactment of a new constitution electoral rights of
both men and rronen aie t:mporarlly suspended. under an interlm constltution of

o

slative Decree No.
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29 January I!!p a Constltuent Assembly has been set up for the purpose of diafting
the new Constitution. Members of the Constituent Assenbly are appoj.nted by the
King and may be nen or Lromen.

TOGO

Constitution of 5 May ltfij

Preamble

The Togolese people, lndependent and sovereign, placing itself under the
protection of God, sol-emn1y proelaims its devotlon to the prlnclples of
dercocracy and of Human Rights as set out in the Unlversal Decl_aration of
lu lecenber .I94d.

Ti.tle f

The State and Sovereignty

ArticLe I

The Togolese Republic is indivisible, secular, denocratic and socia*.
It shal} ensure the equality of afl citizens before the l^aw, wlthout

:l:at*t*" 
as to orisin, race, sex or refigion.

Articl-e 2

NationaL sovereignty belongg to the Togolese people, who shall exercise
it through their repre sentativec.

Suffrage may be dj-rect or indirect. It shal] always be unj-versal, equal

and secret.
AIl Togolese nationals of either sex who have reached thelr majority and

are in possession of their civil- and pol-itlca] rlghts shau be entitled to vote
under the condltlons determined by law.
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Titl-e II

Civil fiberties and the Hunan PeIg

Article 5

All Togolese national-s shal-I have equa] rights, nithout distinction as to

sex, ancestry, race, Ianguage, belief or opinion.

Title III

The President of the Fepublic, the Vice-President and the Governnent

Articl-e 2?

The President and the Vice-President of the Republic shall be efected

for a term of five years by universal direct suffrage. They nay be re-elected, O
^h-6 ^hl\. +^ ^h6 ^T ^+ha, ^f thaca n^ate

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Constitution of Jl Auqust 1962

Section ].

(f) ft is hereby recognlzed and decl-ared that in Trinidad and Tobago

there have existed and. shal] continue to exj-st without disclindnation by reason

of race, origin, colour, religion or sex, the fol'l-ol,Iing hunan rl8hts and

fundamental freedoms, narnely, ...
(l) the right of the individr.ra] to equality before the fav and the pyotection

of the lar+;...
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Sectlon tO

Subject to the provisions of section J} of this Constitution /The
di squalifi catlons fisted in section Jf make no distinction on the basis of sey,

a person shafl be qualified to be elected as a member of the Eouse of
Representatives if, and shaLl not be qualified to be so elected unl-ess, he -

(a) is a citlzen of Trlnidad and Tobago of the age of 2I years or ulh/ard s, and

(l) fras resided in Trinidad and Tobago for a period of two years in:nediately

before the date of his nomination for election or ls domicil-ed and resident

in Trinidad and Tobaso at that date.

Subject to such di squalifications a5 Parliament may prescribe, a person

shall be qualifled to vote at an e.l-ection of nembers to serve in the House of
Bepresentatives if, and shall not be qualified to vote at such an el-ection unless,

he-
(") is a Comonwealth citizen of the age of 21 years or upwards, and

(b) has such other qualificatlons regarding residence or registration as

may be prescribed by Parliament.

TTINISIA

Constitution of 1 June 1959

Article ]9

The National Assembly shall be elected by free unlversaf and direct suffrage

and by secret baffot in accordance with the conditions prescribed by law.

Article 20

Al-] citizensV who have possessed Tunisian nationality for at l-east five
years and have attained the age of 20 years are entitled to vote.

!/ According to infornation supplied to the Se cretary-General by the Pernanent
Mission of Tunisia to the United Nations, the term "citizen" incfudes vomen ancl

men.
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Article 2I

AII el-ectors born of a Tunisian father and aged J0 years or more are

eLigibl-e for el-ection to the National Assembly.

Article J9

Any Tunisian whose father arrd grandfather remained Tunisians without
discontlnuity, who has attained at feast 40 years of age a$d vho enjoys afl- his
civic rlghts, may stand for efection to the offlce of President of the Republic,,.

Article 40

The Preeident of the Republj-c shal-l- be el-ected for a term of five years in
a universaL, free, direct and secret vote by efectors as defined ln artj.cl"e 20...

TURKST

Constitution of Jl- l"lay l-961

Artlcle 12

A11 persons shal-l be equal before the law, ithout distinction of language,

race, sex, po].ltlcal- opinlon, philosophical belief, religlon or creed....

Article 55

The citlzens fulfi ing the statutory conditlons shal-l- have the right to
vote and be elected. 'l

El,ections shall be free a.nd equal-, by secret bal-Iot and direct and unlversal
suffragej . . .

Artlcl-e 68

Every Turk who has attained the age of jO years may be elected deputy

7io tne Natlonal Assernb{. . . .



A/64t+7
English
Page 105

Article ?1

Every Iurk entltled to vote in electj-ons to the Nationa] Assenbfy shal]
sfunilarly have the right to vote in e3-ections to the Senate of the Republic.

Article 72

Every Turk who has attained the age of 4O years, possesses a hlgher education

and is not disquallfled frotr being e.l-ected to the National Assenbly, fthe
disqualifications for eUglbluty to the National Assemb1y as l-isted in artlcle 68

make no distinction on the basis of se{ shafl be eligib}e for nembership of the

Senate of the Repubf1c....

UGANDA

Constitutlon of 9 October 1952

Section 10

Subject to the provisions of section ,l- of thls Constltution /the
disqualifi cations l-isted in sectlon tO nake no distinction on the basis of seg/,

a person shall be qualified to be el-ected as an Elected Member or a Specially

Elected Member of the National Asserrbly if, and shal} not be qualified to be so

elected unl-ess, he -
(") is a Sritish subject or s. British protected person who has attained

the age of 2l years; and

(l) ls abl-e to speak and, unless lncapacitated by bl-indness or other

physical cause, to read the official language vell enough to take an

actlve part in the proceedlngs of the Assembly.

Sectton 1l

(l) A person who -
(u) has attained the qualifying age;

(l) is a Sritish subiect or a Sritish protected person or, not being a

British subject or a Srltish protected person, has been resident in Uganda

for flve years out of the elght years irmediately preceding the date on which

he applies for registration as a voterl and
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(") has been resldent in Uganda for six months i"r,mediateLy precealing the
date on r,rhich he appfies for -registr^atlon as a voterr 6hal_I, unl-ess he is
disqualified for registration as a voter ulder any 1aff, be entitled,
upon his naklng application in that behal-f at such time and in such nanner
as may be prescribed by any lar.r, to be registered as a l'oter for the purposes

of efections of Elected Menbers of the National Assembly.
/ ^\(2) The qual--ifying age 1'or the pulposes of this section shal1 be such age

(not belng fess than 18 or nore than 21 years) as the legisJ-ature of Uganda

may prescribe and until- that Legislature so prescribes shalf be the age of 2l years.

UKRAINIAN SSR

Constitution of J0 January 19JT

Articl-e 1I5

ELections of deputies are universal: al-.l- citizens of the Ukrainian Soviet
Sociafi6t Republic who have reached lhe age of 1"8, irrespective of race, or
nationality, sex, religion, educational- or residential qualifj_ catio ns, social
origin, property status or past activities, have the right to vote in the
election of deputies and to be elected r.dth the exception of insane persons
and persons r,rho have been convicted by a court of law and vho6e sentences include
deprivation of el-ectoral rights.

Every citizen of the ukraini-an soviet socialist Republ-ic who has reached the
age of 21., irrespective of race, or nationality, sex, religion, educational_
or residentiar qual-ifications, sociar origin, property status or past actlvities
may be elected as a deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian Sovlet Social-ist
Republi c.

Article fl?

Women have the right to elect and be elected on equal terms with men.
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UNION OI' SOVIET SOCIAI,IST REPUSLfCS

Constitution of 5 Dece ber l_9J6

Arti cl-e l-r5

Efections of deputies are universal-: afl citizens of the union of saviet
socialist Republics vho have reached the age of rB, i-rrespective of race or
nationafi-ty, sex, rel-igion, educatlon, domicile, social origin, property status
or past activities, have the right to vote in the election of deputles, with the
exception of insane persons and persons \^rho have been convicted by a court of ]aw
and vhose sentences include deprivation of electoral- rights.

Every citizen of the union of soviet soclalist Republics vho has reached the
age of 21 is eligible for election to the supreme souiet of the unlon of soviet
socialist Republ-ics, irrespective of race or nationality, sex, religion, education,
domicile, social orlgin, property status or past actj-vities.

Articfe fJ'7

l,lomen have the right to elect and to be elected on equal terms wi.th men.

UNITED ABAB REFIIBLIC

Provisional- Constitution of 25 March 1964

Article \9

The Nationa.l- Assembly is coruposed of members elected by secret universar
suffTage.

The number of elected members and the condltions of membership are detemined
by the lav. The nethod and the rufes of the el-ection are defined by the faw.

O 
Article 50

The age of the National As seirrbly member on election day should not be less
than JO years, calculated in.accordance with the Greqorian calendar.
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ArticLe 101

.rhe r,cfs.,n t., l,)e elected Presldent of the Republ-ic nust be an Egyptian born

to Egyptian parents and enioying clvil and polltical rights. His age must not be

less than JJ years, calcul-ated accordj-ng to the Gregorian calendar.

UNITED KINGDOM OF GBEAT BBfTAIN AND ]VORTHERN IBEIANF

Representatlon of the People Act, 1949

Section L

(]) The persons entitl-ed to vote as electors at a parliamentary electlotr
in any consti.tuency shall be those resldent there on the qualifylng date who, on

that date and on tbe date of the poll, are of ful-} age and not subject to any

legal incapacity to vote and either Sritlsh subjects or citizens of the Repubflc

of lrels.nal.

l-. A woman shal-1" not be disqualified by sex or marriage for being elected

to or sitting or voting as a nember of the Cofimons Eouse of Parlj-ament.

Life Peerages Act, t95B

Section I

(2) A peerage conferred under this section shall, during the life of the

person on whom it is conferred, entitle hinL (a)... (t)... to receive writs of
surmons to attend the Eouse of Lords and sit and vote therein aecordingly, and

shal-l- exDire on his death.
( 1) A I i fe Deer"aoe mav be conferred under this section or, r "otan,4

=t
El-ections to the Parlianent of Northern lre.l-and are governed by the El-ectlon€
and Franchise Act (Northern Ireland), 1!46.

Eereditary peeresses are not entitled to sj-t in the House of lords.
=J



A/6t+I+7
English
Page 109

-Lne feerage Act, r-yo)

Section 6

Peeresses in own right. A wonan who is the holder of a hereditary peerage 1n the

peerage of England, Scot1and, Great Britain or the United Kingdom shall (vhatever

the term of the letters patent or other instrument, if any, creating that
peerage) have the same right to receive r,ffits of slnnmons to attend the House of
Lords, and to sit and vote in that House, and shall be subject to the sa-ne

disqualifi catlons in respect of nembershlp of the House of Conmons and elections
to that Eouse, as a utan holding that peerage,

El-ections and Franchise Act (t'torthern lreland), 1946

Section l-

(f) Subject to the provisions of section t of this Aet, a person shall
be entitfed to be registered as a parliamentary elector for any constituency
(other tban the universlty constituency) Ieturning a nember to serve in tbe

Parlianent of Northern Ireland at any election initiated after the first day

of July, nineteen hundred and forty-slx, if on the qua.Iifying date (as deflned

in this Act) he is a British subject of fulf age and not subject to any legal-

incapacity and either va6 born at 6ome place which is situated within Northern

Ireland or has during the whol-e of the period of seven years ending on the

qualifying date been resident in the United Kingdon, and

(") has the requisite residence qual-i flcations;
(U) has the requisite business prenises qualification; or
(") has th€ requisite service quallficatlon.

Section 5

(A\ A+ ner]ianph+ar\. ala.{'i^nc rlrr'lrr rooi ctayF.t maw -\ u,/ - u lar rraxw.r uor J Lr! L s:vlrs e Pel !v!r

(") in the case of a general election, vote by virtue of a residence

qualification, and roay also vote by vj-rtue of one other qualiflcation but

no more in a constituencv other than that in which he hol-ds the residence

qualifications;
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(l) ln the case of a by-el-ecti-on in any constituency, vote by virtue of the
quafification of vhatever klnd in reEpect of vhich he is reglstered in that

lil"ttt""'""'
Sectlon 6

(1) A person shalJ- be entitl-ed to be registered as an el-ector for the
unlvexsity constituency if he is a British subject cf fulr age and not subject to
any legar incapacity and has received a degree (other than an honorary degree) at
the Universlty whether before or after the passing of this Act.

(2) A person possessing the said quatifications shal} be so registered
lthether he has or has not made appllcation for such registration.

o After the passj-ng of this Act no fee shall_ be payabl-e by or on behalf
of any person in respect of such registration.

IINITED STATES OT' AMERICA

Constitution of l-789 Ni4eteenth Amendrrient of 26 August 1920

The right of the citizens of the united states to vote shal-l- not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Congress shal-I have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation,

Constitution of l7B9

Article I

Section 2 (2). No person shal-l be a representative who shall not have
attained the age of 2! years, and been seven years a citizen of the united states
and Lrho shall not, uhen elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which he
shal-l be chosen.
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Section J (5). No person shal-l be a Senator who shall uot have attained the

age of ,0 years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States and vho

shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in vhich he shafl be chosen.

UPPER VO],TA

Constitution as approved by the referendum of 27 Novenber f96o

Preamble

The people of Upper Volta proclaim rheir adherence to the principfes ofl

democracy and c,f hu.flan rights, as seL oub ln rhe Decfaratior. of the RLghts of Man

and of thc Citizen of 1lB9 ar:d the Universaf Decfaraticn cf l!l+8, and as

guaranteed by this Constitution.

Ar'ticle 5

The vote shaff be universal, equal and secret.
Alt r,ationals of Upper Volta of both sexes ltl-o are of full age and in ful-I

r\.c6oci.h ^l. +h6i. air.i.1 ^-r -i "L+- -half be enritled to vote.I]U-rc-DruI f !ti! uo

Article 29

nFnrrtips tn 1-.h,- Nr1.i-r:-l Acsemhlr. .h2 ll hc clc^iad h1. ,ii?e.i-. lrrivprsaf

suffrage from a singfe national .Iist...
The nunber of members of the National Assembly, the conditions of eligibi]-ity,

the rules concerning ineligibility and incompatibility of offices, pofl-ing

procedures ard the circumstances in r,rhlch nev elections shal]. be held in the

event of seats becorning vacant, shal-l- be estabfished blr 1aw.

UTUGUAY

cons ti tuti on oil4llg!g!!l!2tf
Article 77

Frrcflr -i1-l"eh i- nrrl- nf rhe cnrrenej dn+'. .f ,.h^ n!+i^n. pq cnnh hF -iS a

voter and efigibfe for election in the cases and ln accordance vitb the procedure

"ni "f, 
*itt be set forth.... /...
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Article 90

To be a representative lt is necessary to be a natural citlzen in fu]-l

exercise of civil rights, or a legal cltizen who has exerclsed hls civil- rights

for five years and, in both cases, to have attained 25 years of age'

To be a senator it is necessary to be a natu]'al- citizen in ful} exercise of

civil rights, or a legal citizen who has exercised these rj-ghts fol. seven years

ard, in both cases to have attained ,O years of aga

VXX{EZUE]..A

Constitution of 2, January f961

Alticle l-l-O

The exercise of the franchlse is a rlght and a public duty. It eha]l be

compulsory within the linits and conditions established by law.

Article I11

Alf Venezuelans who have attained the age of 18 years and are not subject

to civil disability or ]oss of political rights shall be entitled to vote'
.Fha rioht t. a/.'tp in nuaicipal elections nay be extended to a"l-iens, subject

to conalitionG of residence and otber conditions established by law.

VrET-NAM (nnnmlrc or')

Constttutloq of 26 Pctober l-956

Article 5

AI1 citizens, without any dlstinction based on sex, are born equal in dignity,

rights and duties. They shatl act towards each other in a spirit of fraternity
drru Durfqor ! aJ.
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Article l-8

In accordance with the procedures and condltions prescribed by law, every

citizen has the right to vote and to take part in the conduct of pubfic affairs,
either di-rectly or through his repre sentatives.

Article 19

Every citizen has the right to ho]-d publ-ic office, according to his

abil-j-ties and on a basis of equality.

Article jO

The Pregident of the Repubfic shall be efected by universal and direct
suffrage with secret baffot, j-n an election in which all- el-ectors throughout

the country noay participate.
The procedure o.f the presidential- electlon shall be }aid dor,rn by leglsfative

provi sions.

Article l+9

The deputies shal-l- be el-ected by universal- and direct suffrage with secret

bal-Iot, according to the procedures and conditions prescribed by the electoral
.l-aw.

Article 50

A person shal-l be eligibfe to the National Assembly if he: (f) has

possessed Vlet-Namese nationality within the l-ast five years, cr recovered

Viet-Namese nationality r.dthin the l-ast three yearsl this three-year time lindt
shaLl not apply to persons who recovered Viet-Namese nationality before the date

of the promulgation of the Constitutlon; (2) enioys the rights of citizenship;
(t) attained the age of 25 years before r'he date of the elections; (4) fulfils
a].l- the other conditions laid dovn in the electora]- l-aw.

o
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WESTERN SAI"OA

Constj-tution of 28 october 1960 as aflended on 19 December ]"961

Part II - tr'undamental ri.ghts

Freedom from discrimlnatory leAislation

L5. (]) A11 persons are equal- before the faw and entitled to equal protection
under the l-aw.

(2) Except as expressl-y authorlzed under the provisions of this Constj.tution,
no l-aw and no executive or adnlnLstrative action of the State shal"l, either
expressly or in its practical appli.cation, subject any person or persons to s.ny

dlsabiLity or restrictlon or confer on any person or persons any privilege or
advantage on grounds only of descent, g, language, religion, political or

:::"" 
.nt"t.., social origin, place of birth, family status or any af then.

Part V - Parlialrent

QuaLifications for membershiD

4>. (IJ Any person shall- be qualified to be el-ected as a Member of parl_iaJrent

who -
(") is a cltizen of i{estern Sanoa; and
(b) Is not disqualj-fied under the provlsions of thls Constitution or of e,rly

El-ectoral Act, 196,

Part II

Qualifications of Menbers

(I) Subject to the provi-sions of the Constitution and of thi6 Act, is
qualified to be a candidate and to be elected as a Menber of Parliament for that
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constituency, and any person nho is registered as a rioter on the indlvidual

voterts ]'o}} ls qualified to be a candidate and to be e.l-ected as a Member of

Parliament representing the individual voters, if 1n either case, as required

by Article 45 ot tne Constitution, he -
(u) is a citizen of llestern Samoai and

(b) is not dlsqual-ifj-ed under the provlsions of the Constitution or of any

Act.
(a) Any other person shall be disgualified for being a candidate for, or

being eJ-ected as a Member of Parflament

(l) A person shall be disqualified for being a candidate for, or belng

el-ected as a Member of Parliament representing a constituency 1f he loses any

qualification required to enable hin to be registered as an elector of that

^^h c ii i,,ah 
^r'

(1+) A person shaLl be dlsquafified for being a candidate for, or being

elected as a Member of ParLialrlent @ if he

Ioses any quaJ"tfication required to enable him to be legistered as an indi'ddual

voter.

Part III

Registration of eLectors

16. Qual-lfications of electors

(f) Subject to the prov-isions of the Constitution and of thi- s Act every

person shal1 be qualified to be regi-stered as an elector of a constitu ncy if -
(") He j.s the holder of a Matal Title; and

(l) His name appears for the tine being on the Register of N{atais establ-ished

and kept pursuant to the lancl and Titles Protection Ordinance I!JL; and

(") Ee is not disqualifled as a candldate for election by virtue of any of
the provisions of sectj-on 5 of this Act.

Part IV

19. Qualification of voters

(f) Subject to the provisions of the Constitution and of this Act every

per8on shall be qua]ified to be an individua.l- voter and to have his name entexed
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on the individual- votersr rofl if he is a citizen of Western Samoa of over the
age of 2I years and not disqual-ified as a candidate for election by virtue
^r ohr. ^r +h^ h$-"i.i^6- ^f cpni.i^n q 

^. i.hie 
^/t /the di squafifi cations listed

in se.tilrn q r.ake n. dietinction on the basis of sex7. and if -
(a) His name was entered on the Eu.ropean electora.I rofl on the lOth day of

L\OVemDer l.9br; or
(b) IIe -

(i) is the chifd of a father rvhose name rnras entered on, or vho 1f afive
on the lOth day of November f96t vould have qLralified to have his name entered on,
1-hc I'rrranoq n A1A-+^"1 rr,rl-] on the Joth day of November 1951; and

(ii) was unborn or had not attained the age of 21 years on the

JOth day of November I96Ji or \I(") ge acquired his citizenshLp of i,lestern Samoa by naturalization; or
(d) Be acquired his citizenship of llestern Samoa by birth and is Lhe child of

a father who is not a citizen of i"/estern Samoa or of a father who if al-ive at the
date of the conmencement of the Citizenship of Viestern Samoa Ordinance 1959 \,roul_d

not have autonatj-cal-Iy qual-ified to be a cltizen of l,trester.n Sanroa by virtue of
any provision of that Ordinance,

YUGO SLAVIA

Constltution al 1 Ap}"il I96t

Chapter III

Article JJ Tte citizens are equal in rights and duties regardless of differences
.i^ 

^tn.i*tnnr, 
?aliai^r 1-F-,'--^---Lrgfon, sex, language, educational_ or social- posltion.

AlI shal-] be equal- before the lav.

Article J5 Every citizen who is -LB years of age shall have suffrage. In
realizing this right, the citizen shall- nominate candidates and el-ect delegates to
the representatlve bodies and organs of social seff-gcvernment and may stand for
election for these bodles and orsan6.
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Every member of a vorking connnunity shall be eligible to elect the organs

of nanagement of the \,/orki ng organizatlon and to 6tand for e.l-ection to then.

ZAI'tsIA

Independence Order, 1964 and Constitutionr 23 October 1964

ChapterV-PartI

Section 51. Subject to the provisions of sectlon 52 of this Constitution l:tbe
di sqr.:alifications l-isted in section 62 nrake nodistinction on the basis of sey', a

person shal-l be qua].ified to be elected as a member of the Natlonal Assenbly if,
and shal-l not be qualified to be so elected unlesa, -

(o) he is a citizen of Zambia; and

(b) he has attained the age of 21 years.

Section 66. (L) Every citizen of Zambia ho has attained the age of 21 years

sha]-l-, r.rnless he is disqualified by Parfiament frorn registration as a voter

for the puTpose of elections to the National Assenb]y, be entitfed to be

registered as such a voter under a 1aw in that behalf and no other person

m-1r laa c^ ra-i c+a?aA

(2) Every person vho is registerecl ln any constituency as a voter for the

purposes of efections to the National Assernbly shaf}, unless he is dlsqual-ifled

by Parllanent from voting in such elections on the grounds of his having been

convicted of an offence in connexion vith efections or on the grounds of his

having been reported guiJ-ty of such an offence by the court trying an election
petition or on the grounds of his being in l-awful custody at the date of tbe

election, be entitled so to vote in that constituency in accordance with the

proyisions made by or under an Act of Parl-iament in that behalf; and no other
d^ rr^ f a
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AIiINEX

TABLES COIIIAINI}Ni IMOBMATION CONCffiNII.]G COI]I{IRTES I,IHICH ARE MzuBP,NS
oF TIrE UNImD NATTONS AND/OR SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND/OR PARTIES TO

TIIE STATI]IE OF THE ]MXRNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

\r bepremDer lybo,l

TABLX 1

Countries where wcmen may vote 1n at]- elgctions and are g.ligible
for election on an equal basls wtth U.en

AfghanLstan
ALbanla
Algerla
Argentlna
Australla
Austria
Belgium
Bolivia
BtazLL gll
Bulgar ia
Surma

- Surundl
Byelorusslan Sovlet Soclallst Republ-ie
Canbodia
Caneroon
Canada
CentraL AfTlcan nepubllc
CeyJ-on
Chad
Chile
China
Colonbia
anncrn {nnaqza.'i I Ia)
costa Rl-ca
Cuba
Cyprus
Czechos lovakla
Dahoney
Dennark

Ecuador b/
EI Salvador
]rEn].op].4 g/
tr'lnland
I'i ance
Gabon
Ganbia
uermany .(-Bederar fiepuolac oI,l
Ghana g/

Greece
Guateroala
Guinea
Gqyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
Ieeland
Indi-a
Indonesi.a
fran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
ltaly
Trrnrr llao<f

Janalca
Japan
Kenlra
Korea (Republic of)
IJaos
Lebanon
Llberla
Libya
L.,uxemboufg
tuIanA!tra.qt"
I'{alawi
Malays ia
Mati
Malta
Maurltania.
Mexlco
Monaco
Mongolia
!4orocco
Nepal
Netherlands
Nev Zealand.
Nicaragua



A/6Il+T
English
Annex

Niger
Iiligeria (Eaetern and l,trestern Regions )
Norway
Pakj.stan y'
?anama
Para€uay
?eru
PhlUpptnes
Poland
Romanla
Rwanda
Senegal
SLerra Leone
S omalia
S outir Africa
Spain s/
Sudan !
Sv eden
r nar-rand v

TABLE I ( contlnued )

IoAo
il TrinLdad and Tobago

Tunis la
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Sovl-et Socialist Republic
Union of S oviet Socia}lst Fepubllcs
Unit ed Arab Republic
Unlted Kingdom of Great Srltain and

Northern Ireland
TfniJ.erl Rcn,rhl SF ^+ 

rt'arz^r: 
^ : /

United States of America
Upper Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet-Nam (RepubLic of)

""'*"" 3
YugosLavia
Zambla

il

Y]

92J

L/

il

t</

Vot ing is ccmpuls ory for aII men and for nromen who are enga€ed in gainful
occupations,

Voting ls compulsory for men, optional for women.

See under Ethiopia, p. _ above.

Electoral colleges, elected by female voters on the reglster of el-ectors,
effect the eLectlon of ten addltional_ women nembers of the Natlonal Assembly.
V/onen, m31 not_vote and are not eligible for electlon in Northern Ni.gerla
( see -caol-e .l"-Lt l.
Certain seats in the I\ational and Frovlnclal Assemblies are reserved
excluslvely for women.

Tlrere are no general electlons for the ltrationaL Legislative Assembly.

See und er Sudanr p. _ above.

The Constitution of Thaifand of lO December L9j2, as amended, was abrogated. on
20 October I!!8. Xl-ectoral rights of both men and vomen are temporari-Ly
suspended. An interim Constituti.on of 29 January l9r9 is presently in force.
On 26 April I!64, Tanganyika and Zanzlbar united to form the UnJ.t ed Republic
of Tanza.nia. A BiII No. f, cf ,O June I!6f (Interira Constltution of Tanzanla,
f965) fras been reaci by tbe House and vlII become an ord inance in due course.
No legal llnltations against women participating in elections ex16t, but under
Samoan custom, the "Matai" or Chlefly title, which is the basic eLectoralqualtfication, 16 usually held by nen.
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are subject to Iimitations not imposea on men
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TABLE II

l{omen may vote in al} elections and are eliglble for
electlon subject to educational requlrements not
itllposed. on nenj vhen futfj-lling the same ta,..
quallflcatlons as those prescaibed for nen, women

must be heads of famLlies.
Women may vote but are not eligible for election.
Itromen may vote ln all electLons subject to educational
requlrements not imposed on men,

Portugal:

San Marino:
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eS lthele

TASLE III

have no
Ie for
countries

are not

Congo (Democratic Republic of )y'
Jordan

Ifuwait

Liechtenetein
Nlgeria (Northern negion)V

-/Saudi Arabiay
Switzerland (except cantons of Geneva, Neuchdtel and Vaua )V
-. cl
i. enen'

t^al See foot-note L, page 11.
In the Province of Sarduana of the Northern Reglon ( fornerly the Northern
Caln'eroons \.rblch r^'as a part of a Trust Terri.tory under Unit ed Kingdom
administration) prior to independence rromen once voted in the plebiscite
held. under the ausplces of the United Natlons in f961. llomen may vote and
are el-igible for election in the Eastern and \,trestern Regions (see table I).
No electoral rights for men or women.

Svlss wcmen do not have the right to vote or to be elected in fede"al
electlons; they cannot vote and are not eugible in cantonal elections,
except ln the cantons of Geneva, l,treuchatel and Vaud. Women may vote and
are ellgi.ble for election 1n s ome nunlcipalities in the Federation.

YJ

:J

9l



AFGHANISTAN

A.],BANIA

AI,GERIA

ABGEIIIINA

AUSTIALIA

Annex
Page 5

TABLE rV

Dates on which wonen were granted the right to vote

Womeh were first granted. the rlght to vote in

I,y'ouen were fir6t granted. the right to vote in

Prior to independence, women who had tr?'ench civlt
status vere granted the rlght to vote in
'l{omen of "Moslera origin" .were first granted the
right to vote in
(The necessary enabling legislation to nake this
rlghl effective was not enacted.)

Women were granted the right to vote in

Upon independence, thi€ right was confirmed. in

l,Iomen vere first granted the right to vote in the
?rovince of Santa Fe in .
Thls right was reetricted to municipal electione and.
only wornen of majority age vhdTEFG-T-Effifnrster
their own estate or had a degree entltling them to
exercise a liberal profession,

Tbe right to vote in all- elections vitbin the
provlnce was first grfr:EdT6l6E6n in the
Province of San Juan ln

1953

196"

'l o21

]-96l+

L9\6

1 oh6

1 olz

r qoL
'r qoo

r9o2
t903
190t
1903

1900

I Ont

The right to vote in all el_ectlons
vj.th men was granted to women fn-.

on equal terns

Women were first granted the right to vote ln
6tate elections in the follor.ring states in the
years indicated below:

South Australla . . .
Western Austral-la
New South Wales
Tasmania
queensland
Victoria

The right to vote in federal- electlons was granted.
in the Conmonwealth Constitution to persons who
had the right to vote in state el-ections i.n . .

Universal suffrage in 3l:LjEIlg wrs
granted ln a1l States Ln
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AUSTBIA

BELGfI]M

BOLIVIA

Women were firs

This right was

TABLE IV ( continued. )

t granted the right to vote in .

restricted to rnunicipal elections

L9I9

except for widows or wldor"ed. mothers of soldiers
or civil-ians kilfed in action or by thc enemy
d.urlng the First Worl-d War as \,r'elf as r4romen
imprisoned for patriotic reasons during the same
fiar, who were granted. the right to vote in national
elections.

Universal suffrage in natlonal el-ectlons vas
granted. in

ltTomen were first granted the right to vote in . . . .

Thls right was restricted to municipal elections,

The right to vote 1n a1L el-ections on equal terms
r^rith nen was granted Eo women-E-.

BRAZIL

BULGARIA

B{.,BMA

I{omen were flrst granted the right to vote

Women were first granted the Tight to vote

Prior to independence, certain categorl"es
women were granted votlng rights in

Universal- suffrage for men and I'romen was granted in . . . .

This right vas confirmed by the Constltution, upon
independence, in

in

tn

of

1A\2

'r oqt

'r qh7

'r (]6l

1A62

'I At 7

SURUNDI

BYELORUSSIAN
SOVIET
SCC IALI ST
RE?IDLIC

CAMBODIA

Prior to independ.enc
r.i ^L+ +^ r.^+^r fErrv !u vvus, r! a
Nations auspices in

e, women were first granted. the
plebiscite held und er United-

This right was confiTmed. by the Constltution, upon
independence, i-n

Women we "e first granted the right to vote ln

Upon independ-ence, women we e granted the right
to vote in LY)O



CAMEROON

Ea6t
Cameroon

West
Cameroon
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TABIE IV ( continued )

Prior to independence., in the forner Trust Terrltory
of the Cameroons under French administration the right
to vote lras granted., without distinction as to sex, to
persons who met specified statDtory requirements in . . . .

Universal suffrage for uen and women was granted ln . . . .

This right was confirmed by tlte Constitutlon, upon
independence a6 the former Republic of Camerounr in

Prior to independence, the Southern Cameroons, a part
(see belor,r under MGERIA for infolmation concerning
the Northern Caneroons ) of a former Tru6t Teryitory under
United Kingdom administration, ffas administered as a part
of Nigeria. Women were first granted the right to vote in
territorial electtons for the federaf leeislature of

'l qq lr

This right lras granted. to all adult taxpayers. llen were
l-lable to pay taxes, while nomen vere c ompetent to pay ta:les.

Women voted on equal terns with men 1n the pleblsci,te
held und.er United Nations auspices tn J-yoI

Upon lndependence the Southern Cameroons federated wi';h
the former Republic of CamerounJ as l{est Cameroun, to fontr
the Federaf Republic of Caneroon. Equa1 voting rights for
nen anc] women were conflrmed in the ConstiLutlon of the
federated reputlic in . . L96I

Wcmen were first granted the right to vote in plo,ri4qrql
electlons in the Provinces of Alberta, Manitoba and
SffiEiGwanin... 1916

Wonen in active military service and certain.female
reLatives of men in such service were first granted
the right to vote in dominion elections in L9I7

L9+6

L960

rg13
'1010

L92O
1 c'22

191+o

CANADA

!'ederal, franchise was
h?^rriha^e ih

The rieh'[ to vote in provincial elections was qranted
to wonen in the other provinces as fol-lows:

granted" to women in alf

Nova Scotia
Nev lrunswick and Ontario
lritish Co].unbia
Prince Edward Island .
Queb ec .
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CAI{ADA
( continued )

CENTNAL
AI'RICAN
REPIISLIC

CETLON

CHAD

CHILE

TABLE W ( cont inued )

Women vere first granted. the ri.ght bo yote in
New'foundlandin... l!925

This right was subject to a higher age requirement
than that of men. Upon unificatlon as a province of
Canad.a, women were granted the right to vote on an
equal basis with rnen in . . . 1948

Prior to independence, the right to vote was granted,
without distinction as to sex, to persons who met
specified statutory requirernents in . , . 19\6

Unlversal suffrage for uen and- rnromen rt/as granted in . . . . 1955

confirmed by the Constltution, upon
fn . 1960

?rior to independence voroen vere flTst granted the
right to vote in 't all
but the age requl.rement was higher than that for men.

lhe age requireaent ras made eq.ual for men and women in . , l91L

Upon independence, equal suffrage was confirmed in 1948

This right was
independence,

Prior to lndrependence. the right to vote was granted.,
without d.istinctlon as to sex, tO pers6ns who net
sBecified statutory requirements 1n . . .

Universa] suffrage for men and i{omen Lras granted ln . . . .

independencer in

'I Cll-LFl

L96o

t91r

This right was confirmed by the Constitution, upon

Women were first granted the right to vote in .

This right llas restrlcted. to munieipal electiong and to woruen
of twenty-five years of age wEi-i-FIEEd-EffiTrite and either
owned Teal estate in the municipality for which they were paying
taxesj or exercised independently a professional, ind.ustrial or
corrmercial actlvlty under a nunicipal ficence and pald taxes
of not ]es6 than 60 pesos annua1ly.

Women were granted the rigtrt to vote 1n municlpgl efections
on equal terins r{ith men in l9)4

Women r4/ere granted. the right to vote in national elections
on equaf terms with men in . . .- .-;;-::-. .* . L9\9



CHINA

COLOMBIA

CONGO

(lruzzevrr,r,r)

COSTA SICA

c{_r3A

CYPRUS

CZECI{OSLOVAKIA

DAHOMEY

DENMARK

DO} INICAN
RE'PIIBLIC

ECUADOR
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TABLE IV (continued )

Wonen were first granted the right to vote 1n

Women lrere first granted thc right to vote in

Prlor to independence, the right to vote 'was granted
withou-b distinctlon as to sex, to persons who raet
specified statutory requirements in

Unlversal suffrage for men and women was granted 1n

This right was confirmed by the Constitution in

Wonen were first granted the right to vote in

Women were first granted the right to vote in

This ri,ght was confirmed by the constitution., upon
i hdahand6h^6 ih!rrqsI/slrqs!vs !rt

Wonen were first granted the rlght to vote in

Prior to independenee, the right to vote vas granted,
withou'c distinctlon as to serr, to pe"sons who net
specified statutory requirements in

Unlversa] sui'frage for men and. nomen was granted in

This right was confirmed by the Constitution, upon
independence, in...

Women were flrst granted the right to vote in

Women nere flrst granted the rLght to vote in. , , . .

Prior to ind.ependence, wonen were first granted the
right to vote in f959

I ql+"

L95\

L946

'r 06r

'l OhO

L9'E

:-960

'ro10

r oc6

1960

1q]5

1o!.2

o

Women were first granted the right to vote in . 1929

Subsequently., the right to vote was made cornpulsory
for men and optional for vomen in L9l+6
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EL SALVADOR

ITHIOPIA

FNVLAN!

I"'FAI{CE

GABON

GAMBIA

GEIMANT
( I''ETTERAT.

REPUBLIC OF)

GHANA

TABLE IV (conttnued )

Wonen were first granted the rigbt to vote in . . . .

This right appJ-led to all elections but women .were

subject to higher age (twenty-five years as against
eighteen for men) and. higher educational requirements
than men.

\,tromen were granted the right to vote in all el_ections
on equal terns with men in . . . ....- .

Wonen were first granted the right to vote in

Women vere first granted. the rlght to vote in

Women vere first granted the right to vote by
d.ecree of ttre Provisional Government in

This }lght was confirmed by the Constitution in

Prior to independence) the rigbt to vote v'as granted
wlthout distlnction as to sex, to Dersons who met
specified statutory requirements in

Universal suffrage for men and wonen was granted in

Thts right was confirmed by the Constitution, upon
1'h/l ahah,4ahFA ih

10l!6

r950

L9o6

1944

19\6

19h6

r o6r

Prior to ind-ependence, suffrage for women was
r nCr

61 4rrvgu L>eL

This right was confirmed by the Constitution, upon
independence,in... 1965

Iy'omen v/ere first granted the right to vote in
German in L9L9

This right lras subsequentl-y conflrned (Easic Law
ol tne }ederal- fiepubJ-].c or Germanyj ln . . . LY+>

Prior to ind.ependence, in the former Non-Seff-
Governinl Territory of tne Gold Coast, equal
universal suffrage for nen and wonen was granted ln

In the former Trust Territory of Togoland under the
United. Kingdom administration (which was subsequently
united with the Gold Coast) unlversal suffrs.ge for
nen and rromen wa6 grant ed 1n . . .

Upon independence, ttris right was confirmed by the
Constitubion in 1957

/...

L9ro

'! oEq



GREECE

GUATE['4AI,A
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TABLE IV (continued)

Wonen were first grented the right to vote in I92g

Thi6 right was restricted to gunic ipgl-* election6. and

wonen were subiect to a higher age requirellent than
nean (thirty years as against twenty-one) and to
literacy requirements not applicable to men.

The votlng age for women was reduced to twenty-five
years tn l9lt9

I{omen wel:e granted equal rights \^iiih men to
rarticipate in all elections in

'I O52

1 ollq
Women wet:e first granted tbe rlght to vote in

This right .!/as subiect to educational requi'reraents
not imposed on men.

O GUINEA

GUYANA

HATTl

HONCTMAS

This restriction was renoved in the Constitution of

Prlor to ind.ependence, the right to vote was granted
wlthout distinction as to sex, to persons wbo me'L

specified statutory 
"equirenent 

s in

Universal suffrage for men and women \'ras granted in

Upon independence thi6 right vas confirned by the
Constitution in

Upon ind.ependence, women were granted the right to

19\6

L9r6

L958

vote in

l{omen were granted the right to vote f"-'g!itiBu!
electionsin...

Wonilen wer'e granted the right to vote in all
elections on equal terms with men in '

Women were first granted the right to vote in

This right was cornpulsory for men and optiona]
for women.

This d.istinction was removed and women were granted

the vote on the same terms wtth men in '

1950

ryoo

19r7

10q5

L957
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HUNCARY

ICEIAI\ID

INI)IA

INXCNISIA

TABLE IV ( continued )

l,icnen were first granted the rtght to vo.be in

This right applied to al-I elections but women were
sub ject to higher aee GAu-TmE;-( tventy-four
years for women as against t,renty-one for men).

Voting age vas increased to twenty-four years for
men and thirty years for women, except for
university graduates who could vote at twenty_

The right to vote r^ras further restricted in

. r92O

1425

1 a3q

'I qoo

It was then Limited to women who had at least six
years of schoofing and were either seff_supporting
or rtrere rives or widows of clualifiecl voters. Womenvith at least three living children r,rho lrere wives
or lridovs of qual_lfied_ voters were entltled to voteif they rtrere l-iterate. i^iomen graduates of secondaTy
schools coulal vote autonatically at the age of tl.renty_
six and vomen university graduates and professional
vomen vere entitled to vote on equal terms \.rith men.

Women were granted equal_ political_ rights with nen in

The right to vote vas firsb granted to women in
ttrunicipal el-ections in. . .

granted
to Fomen in L9I5

Prior to inclependence (under legislatlon which r,ras
also applicable to the territory whic]t nov comprises
Paki-stan), certain categories of women were granted.
the right to vote in certain provinces in Lgi1,

After independence, universal suffrage for men and
r,romen was granted by the Consticution in L9\9

lrior to independencer r,[omen we]re first eranted the
right to vote in t945

Thi c rif,h+ 1r.<
ih/iabah,lah--

confirmed by the ConstituLion upon
1n l OhO
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I'ABLE IV (cont inued )

fP,Alt

IITAQ

IRNLA}ID

JAIiiAICA

JAPAN

]lnI\TA

KOEEA
/ ---rr-r r^
\ -nEr u.f!-L \,

LACS

ri ohi +^ rraia in Innqll.Iarn^h r.rara ftvohl 6,l +L^
r'.r\rF}'ni-..nf Fl a.J-i 

^he 
in

iJ.1r^n .r^T^ ryrrrfa; l-ha T1'rh+ 1-. rrnf+ i n e.l 1

granted,
]I:et

I ol+a

ryo )

) 422

'I o]rq

J,Y+>

I qlr6

L956

L96o

I o)il

1a62

1 Ohq

1a61

r oh8

elections in

l\romen I,/ere
nat ional e

g]'arrlecl
lect ion

Ll - ti,:Lt Lo vote in
in (see t,able I) L90+

ir:ls firsr . rant,.d tc romer in 1918Thr ri oh+ +- v^ia

lr.r.,a\/+y ,:r: t^r-l l.1 h:^1.-- ,rop FFat,irenenLs
lnan rlen .

I1.].-.. ir.-- n' -n.a 1r'ar r.rFr.q a?.rl-.Fi f f a yr d'.f tO

-J.1rn.-n -re e ii qt - ..lnJlF.i c r lliritfSP,ATL

ITALI

IVORY COAST

/.man 1.a J or-,'iied rlrc n;oh, Ir. rr. a in

F,i^? l-. inrlar aripnae Fh, ri.rh +^ \t.-jl a

.rii,ho'JL r;si Lnct ion as to se-/ -o ppr"sons
was

lfho
...Fli-iF: cf ri.r)l-.n.\. r* rrritereJ.LS i r'I

-rr'iVFrs., s tffrr:e oor rpr errr vr.ma- w.. at"onla4 in

.Lhis rii;ht 1/f3 cor I ir"'rcd Ly Ll.e Corst iLLiticn, upon
i n/:l6n6nn ^-- a rhrlqq tr( 1r LULrL c 

'

ir - - 1 ahr.- 1r-i1-F1 s r. s rrr'-r -e fOI'
n-an and lronren was iniroc|-icccl in

Thi- rigl i- \'as con[irrei bj t.l.c Constitution, uFon
rrrLrsLrqrlucr:! u J

I!-omelr ve:re first gt:anted bhe righl t,o vote in

T,..n ihdFn n.;F'noe r.mFn ,a F ^2YtF^ J:h^ Tinhl toUPL I r,ru r:Ir! lrs

vote in

l,roiren it'cr-- f irs L granted tire righ-I, 1io vote in

ITh..h i hA -hdri,.l ^fl ^^

o!')

to vo'ae in
o crqnJ+ I ftc rioht

ry)o
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IESANON

I,IBERIA

LTBYA

LUXEMBOIIRG

MADAGASCAR

MALAWI

MATAYSIA

^"^-^ -.. | , ,.|lr{]jllj IV ( cont rnued J

Women were flrst granted the right to vote ln , 1952

this right was re€tricted to women who vere abfe to
furnish proof of a primary education,

Wonen were granted the righ-b to vote on equal terns
'wlth men in

llowever r voting was conpulsory for uren and. optional
for vomen .

This distinction vas removed- and wonen began to vote
on the same terms as men in f9r7

Women were ftrst granted- the right to vote in , l9\6-L947

Wonen'were first granted the right to vote in L961

Women were first granted the righr to vote in 1918

Pxior to independence, the right to vote was granted,
without distincti-on as to sex, to persons who met
speclfied statutory requirements in

Universal suffrage for men and lr'omen wes granted in

This "ight was confirmed by the constitution upon
i hA anah^ ah^a i-!Lru.s1rsl]qcuuc rrr

Upon ind.epend.ence, nomen were granted the right to

Upon independence of the tr'ederation of Malaysla,
women were granted the rlght to vote in

L9)o

L96o

I95t+

'I Oq7

This right vas confirmed and erbended ffhen the former
Non-Self-Governing Territories of North Borneo,
Sarawak and. Singapore federated. with the existing States
of the Ted.eration of Malaya to form Malaysia in L96t

(On ! August 1965, Slngapore separated fron Mal-aysia
and becane an independent State.)

Prior to independence, tbe right to vote was granted,
without distinctlon as to sex' to persons who met

MALI

specified statutory requirements in r aL6
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TABIJE IV ( continued )

MALI (continued) Universal suffrage for wcm--n and men vas granted. in

This right r,ras confirmed by the Constitution, upon
i nrl ononn arn a ih

MAI.,TA

I"IAIJNIIATWA

Upon ind.ependence, rt/omen fiere granted the right to
vote in

. ry)o

1959

r90+

Prior to lndepend.ence, the right to vote was granted,
without dlstinction as to se:1, to pergons who met
specified. statutory requirements in f9\6

Universal suffrage for women ancl men 'was granted. in L956

fhi6 right was confirmed. by the Constitutlon upon

Women were first granted the right to vote ln state
elections in the following States:
San Luis Potosl and Yucatan in

MEXICO

MONACO

MONCOI,IA

M0R0cc0

NEPAI

NETHERI.AN!S

NEW ZEAT.AND

urIdl/dD
uqorrdJuduu ru

In this state, the right was restricted to wornen who
vere self-suppolting or haal a business o" professicn.

Women vere granted. the right to vote in

i,/omen were first granted the right to vote in

Women were first granted the right to vote in

Women were flret granted the rlght to vote j-n

Women were flrst granted. the rlght to vote in

I A24

].926
1916

1040

Wor0en 1fere granted the righir to vote in nunicipal
elections on equal- terurs vith men in . .-;-.-;. . . . 191+7

Women vere granted the right to vote ln all- electj,ons
on equal terms vith men in . . l95t

Women vere flrst granted the right to vote in
nuniclpal elections 1n . . . L94,

Wonen were granted. the right to vote ln al-l electlons
in Lg62

I o2h

'r oqo

L95L

I9LT

L39J
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TABL'I nr (c ont inued )

I{ICAIiAGUA I,r-omen.,.rere firsi; granted tre right to vote in f955

]'NGER p?i^F +n ih;ah6h l-h^a l.\ ,,i -L 1 - -.^+- --^- -rnh--d!:ruq}/crF crlr rL,:u LU Lralrucu,
i,rilhcut distinction as to ser.. to r:crsons rr'ho net

'I rr)-16.na-.i ciF l e' ,.J- rJ-n-r. -- ..-irctncnbs in

iini\rcr c,l q:r'ff rroo tar rnan rril rrrrna' r,rc r-ranf'-d i" L7 )v

Ihie yirhl r..rc .-hFi.rA/i lr1/ +ha

t96o

NIGERIA Prior r,J [hc irdcpendence o-L' t]e ]cderation of lligeris,
unive:rsal aCult suffTage was introduced and wonen l{ere

!'s1-.a-F fircL or-.,r.d.r f F- 7{ -1.r +. ..^+a On Lhe Same terrns r.rith
Begion rcr in rpr.i r--rrF l Fl-.t-io,1s 1o- lhc fpoerar lesislatr_re

tn...!J)+

'Tlhi.: ?idh+ ,.,rc ^^hfiTn6n ,'n^n ih.r^^ah a^.a in I f6arlrJo f ft-,c , (rFUrL r,,uq!q'ruct,Lc, rrr tTev

lfustern Prior to the indepenctence oi' the i'ederation of
1l: 'a?i. fi'cr ...-*! -1- L I ^ ate{:farlLqu L rL rJ6r'u vv v

in -adj.n-I lrldlr! jr,'q foT -l - r^,1-rr1 lF)-iqr"l-,,-e in . . Ij5\

_nl-,i - - -l1l 1.roa -y,-1,1 -.1 J^ md- l.rn^ ir *ha rrnnnd--'- '---'*lniwc.,r^ I ad r.'i - l F'- l:,vr. r./, r.'h.. ir the
r^-'r *^r I ta::es at a raLe of not less!a cLculrr! JEaf, lrau !q!q

than I pound (gl) .

This distinction 1./as relroved and universal adult
suffraAe fcr nen and woinen vas intrcduced in . ' 1953

Itn^h ih,la-^h.loh.o ,,nirrorc ,l A.rr 'l I crif-Fr'at-.. 'ras
t96aconfirmeal foi'rnen ancl women ln

llortbern Frior to indeFenaLence ) thc llortLern Carneroons (see
above rrnder CAl,ir,FOON for irfolnafion concern. ng lhe

(?rovince ot forner iouthern Camerocns ) r parL of Lhe 'l'rust lerl iLory
Sarduana) of Camerccns unr:'!er Lrnited. KiDgdonl admini strat ion '\^'as

adininistered- as a part of tLe Nol'thern Region of Nigeria.
1n the forner IrusL Territor]', v ic a:l"er independence
becaine the ?rovince of Sardu-ana of the llorthel:ll Region,
wonen once voted in the plebiscibe held uncl-er United
Nations auspices in J96L
lsee raores J ano _Lrr.l

TTh^h i h,.l an6h.l a.^d

Constitution 1n
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TAXLE IV ( eontinued )

I,/onlen were first granted. the right to vote in . . . . .

This light wa6 restricted to municipal- electtons and
limited to wonen who pald ta*Ei?ili-liE6il6-iFat
least 100 crorr'ns in rural districts and 4OO 1n cities
oI vhose husbands paid the required. alnount.

1901

The right to vote in nati-onal- elections was grsnted
to wonen who had the right to vote in municipal
p'l ent i nnc i n

l,Iomen vere grarted equal rnunicipal votlng rights
vithnenin... 19fO

tr^Ionen vere granted eq.ual national_ votlng rights vith
1911

Prior to lndependence (under legislatlon vhich was
also applicabLe to the territory which non comprises
Indi"6.) certain categorles of wonen vere granted the
right to vote in certain provinces in . . . l.9l9

A limlted ntrnber of women were granted the right to
vote in national efections in . . . f9lf
After independence, the Constitution granted voting
rlghts to certain categories of wonen for provinclaf
electlgqs in , . _;-. . . fg\7

I'u]l- voting rights to nen and i.ronen vere granted for
provincia-l- elections in . . . IgrP

Itronen wexe granted equal rights wlth nen to vote in
natl-onal eleetions ln... L9!6

l'ionen were first granted the rlght to vote in . . . . . Lg\6

I,/cnnen vere first granted the right to vote in . . . . . L96L

Women we?e granted the right to vote in irrunicipal
elections i.n , lgij
llonen were granted the right to vote in aIl el"ections
on equaf ternxs vith men in : -. . . . :rgr:-
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PHlLIPPINES

POI,AND

PORTUGA],

ROMANIA

Rj^/ANDA

SAN MABINO

SENEGAL

SIEFRA LEO\,E

SOMALIA

TABLE Iv ( eontinued )

Prlor to independenc€, wonen were granted the right

I4)on lnd.epend.ence, rmiversaf adult sufflage vas
^^-fr --^a r-

Wonen were first gra.nted the right to vote in

i^Iomen were first granted the ri.ght to vote in

Ttri s right is subject to linitatlons not inposed on
nen ( see taDle 11,,.

I all?

'Iqtq

I qhq

Women vere flrst granted the rlght to vote in glljisile"}
efggtionq in. . . a929

I,lomen were gralted equaf rights lrlth nen to vote in al,l
elections in. .. l9+6

Prior to independ.ence, wonen vere flrst gvanted the
right to vote in a plebiscite hel-d urder. Unlted Nations
auspi.ces in 1961

Upon independence, r^'omen vere first granted the rlght
to vote by the Constitution in . ]1962

The right of wonen to vote became effectj,ve in . 1960
( see afso table II,

kior to independ.ence, the right to vote va6 gra-r'rted,
vithout distinction as to sex, to persons who net
specified statutory requirements 1n ]r9]i+6

Unj.versa] suffrage for rnen and lronen uas granted in 1916

This right was confirned by the Constltutlon, upon
independenc€, ln... 1960

Upon independ.ence, vonen were gLsnted the right to
vote 1n 196I

In the forner Tbust Teffitory of Sonaliland, women
vere first granted the right to vote in g!4igipgf,
and sub se quently in nationaL el-€ctions in f95B

This right was confl.rmed, upon independence, in
the Constltution in a96O
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SOMALIA
( continued )

SOUTH AFRICA

SPAIN

ShEDEN

Si,rI TZERT,AND

SYBlA

TABLE IV ( continued )

In the former Non-Seff*Governlng Territory of
Sonal-iland (vhlch vas uni,ted wlth the Trust Territory
of Somafilarrd), vonen vere firot granted. the right to
vote, upon lndependence, by the Constitutlon in

wonen vere flrst grai:tted the ri8ht to vote in ' . ' . .

Wonen vere first granted the right to vote in . . - . .

'lfonen ve?e first granted the right to vote in . . , . ,

This right w€rs r€stricted. to mrnicilal electlons and
linlted to unmaryiellwonen who pald a certain etnor.:nt
of taxes.

The right to vote it ryiPgf-=kg!19.u vas extended
to mgglsg-Ig*gt on the same condltions as unnarried
vonen in

Equaf voting rlghts with nnen 1n q!glgi!dgfss!:9!9
vere gralted to wonen in

Equaf voting rlghts vlth men in a-}f elections vere
granted to women in . . .

I,,Iomen ver.e first granted the rlght to vote in
cantonal elections in the foflowing cantons in the
y""." i-di.'"t"d b"low (see atso table III):

Geneva in
Neuchatel in
Vaud in

Wonxen were first granted the rlght to vote in . . ' . .

Thls right j.s subject to linltatlons not inposed
on nen [see tabl.e IIr.

Women vere first granted the rlght to vote in . . . .

Prior to ind.epend.ence, the rlght to vote was granted.,
without distlnction as to sex, to persons who met
specified statutory requlreuentG in . . .

Universaf suffrage for nen ard wonen was granted. in .

Thj. s right -"ras conflrmed upon ind.epend.ence by the

a96o

tgto

10<l

1861

19oB

ral8

'tatq

I qqq
l AqA

19)+9

. r91?

. L9+6

THAILAND

TOGO

196]
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TIINIDAD AT.]D

TOBAGO

TI]NI SI A

TIIRIEY

UGANDA

UXFAINIAN SOVIET
SOCIALIST
REPUSLIC

UNION OF SOVTET
SOCIALIST
NEPL,BIICS

UIIITED AFAB
REPTDLIC

TINITED KII,iGDOI'II

OF GREAT
BRI?AII{ AND
NORTHERIi
IFEI,AND

UNIIIED BNPUBLIC
O!'TA}JZANIA

m^hrh rrr / ,. '\t AIJLtl tV (COnIrnUeO,i

Irior to independence, universal adult suffrsge for
nen and r^ronen uas introduced in . . .

This right vas confj-rued by the Constitution, upon
i hdFnFhdFhaa ih

ly'omen verc granted equal mul4g! q€I voting }ights

Equal voti-ng rights were extended to natlellal
ala.+J^hc-ih

l{omen wexe first granted the right to vote in
mlnicipal- elections ln
'tr^/omen wel-e granted the rlght to vote in all
al F.'+i 

^h. 
ih:=::-::=::: -.'

Upon independence, r{omen were granted the right to

Irlonen were first granted the right to vote in . . . . .

lbmen were first granted the right to vote in . . . . .

I,,/onen vere first granted the right to vote in . . . .

llomen were first granted the right to vote ln . . . .

This right was appllcable to a]l elections but woqen
vere subject to hlgher ag. ".ffir"-ilEiilEarr men,

I{onen vere granted equal political rights with nen in

Frior to independence, vonnen in Tarrganyika who met
the specifieo statutory qualifications vere gr€ltted
the rlght to vote in the first texritorj-al el.ectlonsfor certain seats in the tenttiilF-IEEiiGEGfi-.
Upon independence, universeLl suffrage r,ras introduced.in the Constitution for nen and women in

This grant was confimed vhen Tsnganyiks. and
Zanzlbar united to forn the Unlted Republlc of
'Tr^ha^F.i ^ l-

L9\6

1 0q7

I Aqq

19)o

t9)4

'IOt 7

'I At 7

rqrS

I A28

I qc7

I A6t

)-96+

o



A /6hl!'7

Annex

UI'IITED STATNS
O;I AItsRICA

TAILE I\i (continued )

The first grant of equal suffrage to women was before

Thi.s gra:rt l/as in the State of l\iev Jersey. I\ronen nay
have voted as earl-y as fT76. Suffrage ln I{ew Jersey
was then restrj-cted to property-holders, but those
vho qualified voted in eII efections, includlng
national eLections. l/onen fost their suffrage r^ights
in ],lev Jersey ln IBO?, lfhen the State adopted a nev
lav l-imiting suffrage to nen.

Thereafter, beginning with Kentucky in . . .
various States alloved r"ronen property-holders to
vote in certain school and tax efections. Kansas
granted women nu:ricipal suffrage in 1887.

the first grant of equsl suffrage to irornen on a
universaf basis vas in. . , : ...

Iti s grant uas in the ler]'itory of .L'/on-ing. A]1
cifizens coul-d vote, vithout race, sex, pr.oper^ty
^r ^{har 

rlicl-irnfr'nr },rri ar'lrr ih +6vrii^ri-lvrr+J rrr
elections. The citizens of L0romlng, men and women
6like, obtoined the right to votc in federal
(national) e.Iections when r,Iyoming becane a State in. .

After lB9O, other Stetes gave worien equal rights to
vote in el-ections. It should be noted that in the
TTrited !1,aiec ..)f.fnr-i1'. to deternine voter
qualifications for all elections, national as welf
as State, rests with the separate SteteG, subject
to basic standard.s in the federal Constltution.
Iefore 1!20, when the Constitution vas a.nended to
r"'-^rrira a.'l]'l errff?6dF l'^. L'^han Firiaan ^f +La

fort).-eight States and the Territory of Al-aska had
granted vomen full and equal voL-ing rights and
slxteen additional- St6tes permitted women to vote
in sone but not all electi-ons.

Equal right to vote was assured all vornen in the
v1l! Lsu r Lal !rj 5

by the llineteenth amendment to the federal
Constitution stating that "the richt of citizens
of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
al-rridged by the United States or by any State on
account of sex".

i,Iomen vere first granted the rigbt to vote in the
Conmonwealth of Puerto Rico, vhich is associated
with the United States of .linerica. in . ., ; . . . .

l79o

r A"A

1869

189o

L920

10ro
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TABLE IV ( continued )

UPPER VOLTA Prior to independ.ence, the rlght to vote vas granted.,
without distinctlon as to sex, to persons vho met
gpecified statutory requirenents in . . . L9+6

Universal- suffrage for nen and vonen was granted ln . . f9j6

This rlght L'as confirmed by the Constitution, upon
independence, in I95O

URUGUAY I,Ionen vere flrst granted the right to vote in , . . . . l|gl?

VINEZIIELA I{omen vere flrst granted the right to vote in . . . . . Lg47

RXPUBLIC O!' Upon independencer' uonen w'ere first graxted the
WET-NAM right to vote in Lg 6

I,IESTEFII SAI,I0A ltromen particlpated in the pleblsclte held mdele
United Nations auspices in l96f

Upon i"ndependence, the Constitution establ-ished no
]ega-]. lirnitations against wonen partlelpating in
elections (see table I, foot-note !/).

YUGOSLAVfA llonen vere first gra,nted the right to vote in . . . . . I9t6

ZAMBIA Upon lndepend.ence, wonen r^'ere granted the right to
vote in Lg6+
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or

Afghanlstan

Allania

a/Argenl rna"
a/

^ -. . a/]J0rrvra-

Bulgaria

* -.a/ljurund a-

Ca.rnbodia

^ a/uameroon-

Constitutlonal Amendment

Constitutlon of 1950

Constitutlon of fP!! (as
1960)

Ceylon ( Constitution and

^F,l6rd 
ih r^a,rrn{l rOhA

J h+- f^r.a i. lohg)

uonslaruraon or ryou

Act of I!4t

Constitutlon of L947

C ons t ltut ional Anendment

ot 1956

nodlfled 1n

Independence)
and 1!\l ( comlng

of 1951+

Country in vhich previous actlon had been taken concerning the grant of
suffrage to women (see table fV).

O lr*.4

Central Afrlcan Republicr

u/ueyron-

unao-

unare-

China

Colombla

actLon s ince

TA3I,E V

Constitution of 1!64

Constltutlon of f)\6

Act af L962

Act of 1947

Act of L!48

Fresidential Decree of 1952

Constltutlon of L9L7

Consti.tut ion of f9lt7

Constltutlon ot L)52

e./
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^lQongo (Brazzaville )y

Corgo (Denrccratic FepubLic of)

Costa Rica

a/llanomey-

TABLE V ( cont inued )

Act of l96L

Constltution

Constitution

Constitution

Constitution

Constitution

Con6titution

Constitution

Constitution

Constitution

Ae+: of l))?

Iil Salvador/

Ethiopla

Gabon-

camlia4

Ghanar

ufeece-/

0uatemala

a/Liulnea-

Haitiz
a/flonouras-

Tndia=

- al
_Ln00nes laJ

Iranf,

Israel

^f I 06]1

.)t t94c]

-f I o6n

.f I ofn

of 1950

of 1955

^f l C)6r

or ryo)

of t95'l

:/

Ccnstltution af L955

flnneti *-.rrti an af 1 ocB

Ildependence Ard.et L)66

ur Lt) |

fl-ha 1-i li,,i i ^r nf 1Oc?

Constltutlon of 1949

Provjstonal 3or:stlbution of fpL!

Lalr lrecree oI lyb,

Constitution ot ::96+V

Election Ordinarco of I!!B

hor- haan taLAn .^h^a?riho +ha or^y'+ 
^f

.:a,.-]-v.' ir r.rr i nL

suffrage to wcmen

See table I.

previous action

!./
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J amarca-
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Laos
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TASLI V ( contlnued )

ucnsrlrurl-on or rrtJu

larel-i nrrti nr -l' I 062

Indcpender,ee .rrer in Council ot L961

Act of L!48

Revisec Cons bitutior: of 1956

lf],ectlon Anendment Act cf L)J'I

Cor-stitutional Amsndmenb of 1946-I94?

^unstitutional Amendment of I96t

^r 1 .r,'\wL L)vv

a/! e Danon"

Liberia

LLbya

ilior occc

ltrepa1

I'iicaragua

tJ lger-'

Iligeria (Easbern and ,Iestorn Eeglons -
see raoLes r an(] rLL) a

o/ r.^,,-+-,. ir rrninh n?6vious action had been taken concerning the grant Of
=J'..''-.''.'r1 T'. \suffrate ro women \see raDre rv./. 

/...

a/I.ladagascar-

Lialav i Independence Order in Council of f95J+

Ilialays ia Constltutlon of 2l August g)l (as
amended by the Malays ia Act L)6J)

Maliy Constitution of I9r9

UaLta Constitution of 1!64
^/l,lauritania9 Constitution of L96L

a/!lexaco- Constitutional Areendment at L951

n^hcl-i+',f i ^h ^f lAA)

Decree of I!l!

Act of 1951

Constitutional Amendment of L95,

a^'c+i+,,fi^h ^f lClAa

u ons I a-cuti f on or lylf,u

_. a/
rvlonac o-
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rati.stard

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

- a/i-nlILpplnesJ
_ ot.rortuga-LJ

^ .al
-KCmanIaJ

^ -a/I1ranoa-

San MarlnoV

Sierra Leone

) cmaraa-

Sudan.a

Swltz erl-and (Cantons of Geneva,
NeuchAtel and Vaud - see
raoles _LJ_ anct .t]l_,

^ - otJyrra-

United Repubtic of Tanzanlad

TABLE V ( contlnued )

Constitutlon af 1956

Cor:sti-tution of 1!46

Law of 1961

Consti.tutionaf Amendnent of L955

Act of 1947

Decree-Law ot L9\,

ElectoraL 1,aw of lp46

uons.ul.Eull-on or Lyaz

-EjlectoraMv of 19)6

Constitution of 1960

Constitution of L96f and Sranchise and
El-ectoral Registration Act, 196I

Constitutj-on of f96O

Transitional Constitution of L9r5

Constitutj.on of Geneva (as amended in
1960), constltutlon of weueh6tel (as
anended in L959), Constitution of
vaud \as amendeo an L2>y )

Leglslatlve Decree of I9l+9

^e 1.\lEuurrD ufuuuturr v! L)a )

Constitution of L96L

uonslrlu!].on or J-yot

been taken concernlng the gxant of

'l ogo-

Trinidad and Tobago

Country in vhlch previous actlon had
suffra€e to k'omen (see table fV),
Country wbich impcses lj.mitations on
women (see labl-e l1 ).

s.l

ol the exercise of politlcal rights by
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^ .a/'.LUnasaar

Uganda

United Arab Republic

-- ---. alupper v ol.la-

Venezuela

Vlet-Nara (Republic of)

ilestern Sa0.oa

Yugoslavia

Za}Ibia

TABLE V (contlnued )

n ^h<n { +,r+i ^h af 1O5O

Constltutlon ot L962

A& of rlJ6

Constitution of 1950

Constitutlon of L947

Constitution of L955

Constitution of 1960

Constltution of L)\6

Constitution of IPSI+

./ r'^r'-+r.' in uhioh nr"ayisus action had been taken concerning the grant ofqI wlulrvfJ rr1 nutulr t/rv

suffrage to wcmen (see table IV).
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Country Date of
signature

TABIE VI

Countries which have s ratified. acceded to or
notified ac a/ of the Conve
lolitical Rj-qhts of W:men, as at I Septemf eil-965

na+p ^f r'l annc i {

of instrument of
ratification

Date of deposit
of instrument
of accession

TL* o nf T6^6ih+

of letter of
notificaticn of

errcr,+anoa a /*--'!vg..v" 
:/

AIDanra-
DIAlgentfna-'

Austria
ot5eJ-gLulrF'

Bolivia
Brazil

- DtlJurgalfa-'
Burma

Byelorussian
Sovlet
Socia].is t

^ - ol
Uanada-'

9

?o

Maych L951
Onf al-,ar 'l O<o

April 1!)l
May r95,

Central African
Republic

UNI-LE

China

Congo
(lJrazzav]_L_Le ./

Cos ta Ri-ca

Cuba

r-) Augusr ryD,

14 September 1!!)+

1l March L95) 11 August 1!!4

J1 March 1!!J
) Jtune l)Jj 2l December 1!)l

lf March 195J

1L March 1951 3

6

7

April 1!!4
April 1955

Ju].y I!!4

April 1!!4
11

2V

Czechoslovaki a!/1t uarcn ir95r
^ - ott erutrarK-'

Dominican

DIl!cuacLor-'

E1 Salvador

JI March I)Jj
jL March L)J)
14 tUne r9)t
tL Match I9r3

cr r eoruary r>oJ

12 May I)JJ

20 May I!64

'17 Mrrnh I OcL

J0 January 1957

4 September 1!62

'I c n.+ -ror 'i o62



Country late of
s ignature
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of instrument cf of
Tatification of
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of deposit Date of receipt
instrument of l-etter of
aceession notification of

acceptance

I rnaon"riu!/
IsraeL

Jamaica

Japan

Lebanon

Liberia
Madagascar

llalavi
D/

rlexac f-
h

Mongclia:
-- - D/

Nicaaagua

Ni oer

ol.EaKlstan-'

Philippines
r,l

forano-

-bl rflLand-

France

Ghana

Greece
h

Grla1]emara-

Haiti
h

nungarlF

Iceland
lndta-

Jl March 1951

I April- l-95J

3I March I9r1
?1 [u]-v L957

t qon+amhor l oqh

2) April L)JJ

11 Marc]n L955

14 April r95t

I April" 1955

24 r'eDruary ry)+

1L March r95t

r) Septemoer -Ly),

18 laay 1954

Itl l\cvember l9),

al Mevnh I Otra

22 April 1957

29 December 1951

7 October 1959
'l t T'ahrrrarrr 1 (16.1

20 January ]-955

,u June ry?+

J- I'{OVenOer rtol-
l.{tr !ecenoer ry?o

5 "rury 1954

11 JuIv L955

) dune -Ly)o

24 August 1996

7 December 1954

, i ^-1.r-I AUgUST J-y)+

6 nntnr'er 'l oc.q

25 ,ecenDer ayo)

14 August I$5

12 F'ebruarY 1!6tt

?) Jrne I)66

l:i August l.yo?

z6 aprIl L$6
l-7 January 1957

I Decenber 1!64
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TABfE VI (continued)

Cruntry Date of Date cf oeposit Date of deposit Date of receipt
signature of instrument of of instrument of l-etter of

ratification of accession notification of
acceptance a/

Republic of
Korea

Ronania!/ 27 Aprl: I95\ 6 August 1!!4

h
5Lerra Leonts

21 June 1959

lJ llfry riol

t Njay r>o)

Sweden 5 Octcber l95J J1 March I!!4
Thailand J March t!!4 lO Novenber 1954

Trinidad and
Tobago 2L' h:.ne I)56

Turkey l-2 January l-954 25 January 1!60

trhrainian Soviet
Sccialist
Republic !/ 3L l4avcb L95J 1) Ncvember 1!!4

Union of Soviet
S ccialist
Republics b/ 3L March !91'; J May I)J\

Uruguay 2b ltay I)JJ
Yugoslavia 3l- I'Iarch L951 21 June I95\

a/ The notification rf acceptance denotes a decl-aration by a State recognizing
itsel-f bound, as frcm the date of its independence, by the Convention, the
applicatlon of which had been extended to its territory by a State then
r^eqnnnsillc fnr 1.h- conduct cf its foreipn rel-ations, The date shown is Lhe
dal-.p -f rF.ai nt hrr {ha Sp nr^aie rw-Ge nere l 'r' bbe notj-Cicaticn lo that effect.

bl See anoendix to this tabl-e fcr declarations and reservaticns to the Ccnvention
and obiecti:ns to the reservations.
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APFENDU

Declarations and reservations to the Convention on the Po].itical
of licmen and. ob ect to the reserva ons

ALBANIA

Reservation to article VII:

"The Peoplets Republ-ic of Albania declares
sentence cf article VII and considers that the
is to nake the Convention cperative as between
ancl a}J- other States parties to the Convention,
part thereof t: ',rhich the reservation rel-ates."

its disagreement with tbe last
juridical effect of a reservation
the State nakj-ng the reservation
with the excepticn only of that

Obiections to this reservation

Canada
China
Derimark
Ethicpia
Israel-
Nor-way
Pakistan
PhiJ.ippines
Sveden

Reservation to article IX:

"The People's Republic cf AJ-bania does nct conslder itself bound by the
provisions of article IX r,rhich provides that disput,es bet'ween Contracting Parties
r',.rccrni no l-.he intcr^nra+'+i-r nr annliaofi^. ^f rhis Convention shal_]" at the
request of any one of the parties to the dispute be referred to the International-
Court of Justice for decision, and declares that fcr any dispute to be referred to
the International Court of Justice for decision the agreement of atl- the parties
to the dispute shal-l- be necessary j-n each indiviclual case."

Oqlectiong to this reseryg4ion

Canada
China
Dennarh
Ethiopia
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Sweden
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ARGENTINA

Reseryatio4 !o altic].e TX:

"The Argentine Gover:rment reserves the right not to submit to the lrocedureset out in this articre /articre TL/ 
"nv 

dispute r'rhich is directly or indirectty
connected with territcries which fal-I within Ar:gentine sovereignty."

Objections to this_reseryation

Norway
Pakistan
Sr,iede n

BEIGT(,J1,I

Seservation:- to grti"1eIII:

l-. The Constitution reserves the exercise of royal pciwers to nen. As regards
the exercise of the functlons of regency, articl-e III cf the Convention shal_l not
prevent the application of the ccnstitutional rules as interpreted by the Belgi-an
State.

2. Both vith respect to the past and the future, the Conventlon cannot prevent
the public authorities from establishing conditions for access to public functions
when without any thought of d.is crimination, they are guided either by the desire to
protect women from certain pbysical cr noral- xisks or by objective considerations
deriving from requirements indispensabl-e to the satisfactory operation of certain
lublic selvices.

Obiections to this reservaticn

None

BUIGARIA

Reservatio! !o article yII:

The reservation is the sane as that of Albania.
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Ob.jections to this reservation

canada
China
Dennark
Ethiopia
Norway
Pakistan
Sl,red e n

Reservatio4 to article D:

The reservati-on is the sane as that cf Albania.

Objections to this reservation

Canada
China
Denmark
Ethiopia
Not"way
Pakistan
Swed-en

SYEIORUS SIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST RXPUB],IC

SeserVaticn lo artl :

The reservation is the sarne as that cf Al-bania.

Obilections to lhis res eraation

Canada
China
Denaark
Ethiopia
Is rael-
Norway
Pakistan
Sweden

Reservation to article fXl

The reservation is the same as that cf Albania.
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Ob.lecticns k this reservation

Canada
China
Den.mark
Ethiopia
Norway
Pakistan
Sweden

CANADA

99nelgf_Is-qsrvalion:

"fnasmuch as under the Canad.ian constitutional- system legislative jurisdicticn
in respect of pcl-itical right is divlded between the provinces and the Federal_
Government, the Goverment of canada is obliged in acceding to this convention tc
make a reservation in respect of rights rithln the legislative jurlsdlction of the
'orovince . "

Oqjgltigns to this reservatio!

Ncne

CZECHOS]TOVAKIA

Reservation to article VII:

The reservation is the same as that of Al-bania.

Cbjections to this reservation

Canada
China
Denmark
Ethiopia
Norway
Pakistan
SweCen

Seservation t! arti :

The reservation is the same as that of A1bania.
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^r-i6a+i^h- +^ +1-i. Ieselvation"'%

Canada
Chi.na
Denmark
Ethiopia
Nonray
?akistan
Swed.en

DENI'{ARK

Xeservation to artiele IIf,:

"Subject to a reservation with respect to article III cf the Conventicn, in
so farl as it relates to the right of wonen to hcl-d miritary appointnents or to
act as head.s of recruitnent services or to serve on recruitment board.s.rl

Objections to this reservation

None

ECUANOR

Reservation to article f:

"The Government of Ecuador signs thls Convention subject to a reservation i,rith
respect to the l-ast phrase in article I, rwith:ut any discriminationt since
articfe 22 of the Pol-itical Constitution of the Republic specifies that ra vote in
lopuf-ar el-ections is obl-igatory for a nan and opti_ona1 for a llouan I ."

Obiections to this reservation

None

I'INLAND

Reservaticn tq article ITf:

"A decree may be issued- to the effect that cnly men or rromen can be appointed
to certain functions, which because of their nature, can be properfy discharged.
either cnfy by men or by women,"

Ouectio4s to this l:eservation

None
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GUATXI'{AIA

Reservation to artic]-es I II and flf:

"Articles I, II and III shaLl apply only
accordance with the provisions of article 16,
rne HepuDJ_1"c.

Ohip.ti nns 1-.'.r 1-.hi s reservation

Nor.llay
Pakistan
S !,red en
YugosJ.avia

Reservation to article IX:

"fn order to satisfy cons l;itutional-
interpretated subject to the provisions
the Constitution of the Repub1ic."

Obiections to this reservation

requirements, articl-e IX shall- be. - /.\or arfrcre r+y, paragrapn , \D.t, 01'

to femal-e citizens
paragraph 2, of the

of Guatemala in
Constitution of

Norway
Pakistan
Swed.en
YugosJ-avia

HUNGARY

3es"r"ati.n to "rt :

The reservation is the safle as that of Albania.

0biections to this reservation

a"tr*
China
Denmark
Ethiopia
Israef
Norway
Pakistan
Slreden

Reservation to articl-e IX:

The reservaticn is the same as that of Al-bania.
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Qb.i e ct ions to this reservation

Canada
China
Dennark
Ethiopia
N Orway
Pakistan
Sweden

INDIA

Reservation to articl-e III:

"Article III of the Ccnvention shaLl have no application as regards recruitment
to and conditions of service in any of the armed forces of Ind.ia or the forces
chargeal r,ri th the maintenance of public order in India."

O\ i cnti nnc tn ihic reservation%

None

INDONESIA

Reservation to articfes VfI and IX:

"That the last sentence of article VII and the r,rhofe article IX does not

Objections tc this reservatiJn

Ncne

MEXICO

lecl-aration:

"It is expressl-y understooiL that the Government of Mexico wil-l not depcslt its
instrument of ratification pending the entry intl force of the amendment tc the
PoLitical- Constituticn of the United Mexican States 1rrhich is now under
cansideration, providing that citizenship rights sha]l be granted. to lvlexican woBen.rr

MOlfGOtfA

Reservation to articles fV and V:

"The Government of the Mongolian Peoplers Republic declares j-bs disagreenent,
with paragraph l- of article W and paragraph I of article V and considers that the
present Convention should be o;len to alf States for signaiture or accession.'
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O!.jections to this reservaticn

None

Reservation tc articl-e VfI:

"The Government o-C the Mcngolian Peoplets Republic declares its disagreeoent
with the last sentence cf article vrr and considers that the juridical effect of a
reservation is to make the Convention operative as between the State making the
reservation and. all other states parties to the convention, with the exception only
cf that part therecf to lrhich the reservation relates.r'

0!iectionq to this reservatio4

None

Reservation to articl-e X(:

"Tlle Government of the Mongolian Pecplers Republic does not consider itseLf
bound by the p"ovlsions of articl-e IX which provides that dlsputes between
Contracting Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Ccnvention
shafl at the requesl, of any lne of the parties tc the dispute be referred to the
International Court of Justice for d.ecisicn.r'

Obiections to tlris reservatio4

None

NEPA],

ReservAlion to article U:

"... any di.spute shall be referred for d.ecision to the International Court of
Justice only at the request of alf the parties tr the dispute.rr

Cb j ections tg_thilrgs ervat ion

ldcne

PAKTSTAN

Reservation to article IfI:

"Article III of the Conventlon shal-l have no application as regards recruitment
tc and conditions of services charged with ttre naintenance of public order o.r
unsuited to rroaen because of the hazards inval-ved."

Objections to thls reservation

None
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POIAND

Reservaticn to article VII:

Canada
China
Denmark
Ethiopia
Isra el-
L\ orway
Pakistan
Sweden

Reservation to article fi:

The reservation is

Canada
China
Denllark
Ethiopia
Norway
Pakistan
Sveden

ROMANIA

Reservation

The reservation is the sa!:!e as that of Albania.

Obiections tc this reservaticn

the same as that of Albania.

reservation

tc ariicfe VfI:

Tbe reservation is the same as that

0bje!E-9!E-!9--!!!!-Ersrvq! rqn

Canacla
China
Dennark

Israel
Norway
P akis tan
PhiI in^i na<

S\,,'eden

of Albania.
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Reservation to articLe IX:

The rese"vation is the same as that of Albania.

OUllg4ons tc this reseryat,ion

Canada
China
Dennark
Ethiopia
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Sweden

SIERBA IEONE

Reservation 3o article III:

"In acceding to this Convention, the Gcvernnent of Sierra Leone hereby decfares
that it does not consider itself b ound by article III in so far as that article
appl-ies to recruitment to and ccnditions of service in the Arned. tr'3Tces or to jury
service. "

Qbisctions to this reservat ion

None

UKMINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST RE?UBIICS

Reservation to articl-e VfI:

The reser:vation is the same as that of Albania.

Oqiections to this reservgtion

Canad.a
China
Denmark
Ethiopia
\T^*,^,.

Pakistan
Swed.en

SeserFtion to artic :

The reservaticn is the same as that of Albania.

o
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Canad.a
China
De nmark
Ethiopia
Norway
Pakistan
Sweden

UNION OI' SOVIET SOCIALIST REIUBLICS

Reservation to article VII:

The reservation is the same as that of Afbania.

Obiectlons to this reservation

Canada
China
Denmark
Dominican BePublic
Ethiopia
IsraeI
Norway
Pakistan
Srved en

Reserluatiglrlo article B:

The reservation is the same as that of Albania.

0b lections to this reservation

Canad.a
China
De rn'nark
Donoinican Republic
Ethiopia
Norway
Pakistan
Srreden

gqiections




