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Tsenty-flrst sesslon

IEQI,EST IOR TIIE INOLUSION 0I r\N ADDITIOML ITEM IN UIE AGENDA 0F THE
TI'JENTY-FIRST SESSION

STRICT OBSERVANCE OF TEE PROI{IBITION OF THE TIIRFAT OR USE OI' I'ORCE
IN INTERNATIOIIAI, REI"A.TIONS. AND OI' THE RIGHT OF PEOPIES TO SELI'-

DETffiMIl'iIAf ION

Letter d.ated 19 Se fron the PermaJrent Re sentati-ve of
Czecho crerary-

Upon instructi-ons received, from rny Governnent, I have the honour, in accordance

with rufe 15 of the rules of procedure of the General Assenb1y, to propose for
incLusion in the agenda of the twenty-first session an add.ltional iten of an urgent
and important character entitl-ed "Strict observance of the prohibj-tion of the threat
or use of force in international- rel-ations, and of the rj-ght of peoples to self-
deterruination".

T}.a cyrll anAt^rw 'rtrmoranouln iS enclosed.

( sienea) l{ifan l(LusAK
Ambassador Extraordlnary and Plenipoteatj.ary,
lemanent Representative of the Czechcslovak

Socialist Bepublic to the L'ni-ted Nations
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EXPIA]VATORY NIEMORANDITM

r. A number of events have taken place in the vorl-d, pa-rticul-arly in tne recent
period, deepry ararning al]- those vho are interested in the maintenance of .rle nr-

and international security.
2. There have been instances of the use of force i-n i-nternational relations, of
gross violations of territorial i-ntegri-ty and independence of sovereign statec and
denials of inalienable rights of nations rrhich enxbarked upon the road of nationaf
].iberation.
1- Those nanifestati-ons of the poJ-icy of force in international- reratlons have
inflicted suffering upon mj.llions of people, particularly upon states and nations,
whi.ch have been frequentfy forced to defend their freedom and ind-ependence in arrned
struggle. Simultaneously, the above actions have been constituting a gre.ve danger
of a r,rorfd-r"ride confl_ict.
4. unlawfuf actions of such character are contrary to the purposes and lrinciples
of the charter of the united Nations. The respect for and €trict observaace of
the obrigatlons ensuing from the charter of the united Nations and from other
international treaties and agreements in force constitute an imperative condition
for Beace in the present historicaf epoch. The prohibition of the threat and use of
force in international refations as well- as the respect for the right of peoples to
eerf-determination befong to the principles the vioration of vhich might have
gravest consequences for a peaceful developnnent of nankind. rt is precisery these
principfes whi- ch consti-tute ccrner-stcnes of the united Nations charter.
5. Al-1 Member s of the United Nations, and the Orga:tization iteelf, are in duty
bound resorutery to defend the principles of the charter which have been violated,
and to ensure their strict and undeviatlng observance. Therefore, it is proposed
that the General Assenxbl-y at lts tr^renty-first session should consi-der, as a matter
of urgency, the question of the strlct observance of the prohibition of the threat
or use of force in j-nternational relati_onsr and of the principte of self_
determination of peopl-es, should undertake neasures conducive to ensuring peaceful
refations among states and to strengthening their security, and shourd. support the
struggle of nations for freedom, independence and independent development.
6. In viev of the situation prevailing on the vorld scene today, it is desirabfe
that - in the interest of attaining the above objectives - the Generar Assenbry
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should solemnly affirm the principle of the prohibiti-on of the threat or use of
force in j-nternational- refations as ve1l a6 the right of peoples to self-
d.etermination, should resolutely cond-emn any violation of these principles and

shou.l-d call upon a.Ll- States to observe them strictly and uncondltionafly,




