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INTRODUCTION

The Secretariat of the Economic Commission
for Western Agsia and the Secretariat of the
League of Arab States are pleased to present
this publication of statistical indicators for

the Arab World for the years 1970-1979.

The data presented are tabulated according
to subject and country and are classified inte
nine sections: population, social affairs,
national accounts, agriculture and fishing,
industry and energy, foreign trade, finance and
transport/communication /tourism. The tables
are preceded by a general summary of major social

and economic indicators for the Arab World as a

whole and for the ECWA region.

Time series, covering the whole 1970-197%
period are provided whenever necessary and, in
the interest of inter-country comparisons, all
values are_converted inte U.S5. Dellars at the

exchange rates listed in table VIII-l.

In general, the data were obtained directly
from national statistical departments or from
their official publications. General and specia-
lized statistical publications of the United
Nations were sometimes used when the data could

not be obtained from national sources.

This statistical publication is one of the
joint projects carried out by the League of Arab
States and the Economic Commission for Western
Asia within the framework of statistical co-
operation between them. The two organizations
invite national statistical departments and
regional organizations to offer any comment or

suggestion that would develop and improve

subsequent issues.
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