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l. At its 702nd meettng1 the Fifth Committee considered. the statement by the 

Seereta.ry .. Gener~ (A/C. 6/L. 441) on the financial implications of the draft 

resolution· propoP.td. by the Sixth Committee (A/4034)1 in whiCh the secretary­

General. is rec:piested to convoke a. second United Nations conference on the 

Law of the Sea. in July or AugilSt 1959 at Geneva. For this purpose, the Committee 

aJ.so ha.d before it a report of the AdVisory Committee on Administrative and 

Budgetary QUestions (A/4047) 1 which the Chairman of the latter C~ttee presented. 

:.oreJ.ly. 

·~· The Advisoey Committee observed (A/1!0471 paras~ ' and 4): 
(a) That the choice of Geneva was, in the Committeets opinion, regrettable 

on two grounds: first, that the principle had been established, in 

~nera.l Assembly resolution 1202 (XII) of 13 December 19571 that, as a. 

general rule 1 conferences should not be held. a.way 'from Headquarters; and 

second.l;y1 that substantial economies could be achieved by holding the 

c'onf'e'rence in llJeW' York in Jul.y or August; and 

(b) That a.s there -was~ in any event, need to obviate o'\lerlapping with the 

July session of the Economic and Social CO'Unoil1 the bold.ing 'of the 

conference in August should be envisaged .. 
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,3. The Advisory .·C6mmittee took note of the respective costs depending on the .: 

choice of da~e and place of meeting: 

(a) 

Headquarters, New York 
July or Aug-tWt 

1959 
$ 

18,000 

(b) 

Geneva 
July 
1959 

- $ 
72,000 

(c) 

Oeneva 
August 
1959 

$ 
45,000 

The ColiDllittee suggested, however, that through the "maximum usen of eXisting 

staff resources in Geneva, total expenditure under {c) might be liml:ted to $.!so,ooo. 
4. The Secretary-General's repre.sentatiV'e pointed out that the suggested 

reduction of more than 10 :per cent in the Secretary-General r s estilnate vas severe. 
. ~ 

In view of its long e:x:perience iD calculating the cost of Geneva. conferences, the 

Secretariat might, perhaps, claim a margin· of accuracy in estimation of 

approXimately 5 per cent. The figure of $451000 had necessarily been based on 

asoumptionsj t4e Secretar.y-General did not intend to contest the esttmate submitted 

by the Advisory Committee; he did, however, Wish to reserve the ·nght, if 

necessary, to resubmit the matter to that Committee. 

5. The questions involved in the proposal of the Sixth Committee were the 

subject of exterisi ve discussion, in which many metnbers drew attention to the 

·consideration3 expressed by their delegations in the Sixth Committee. 

Decisions of the Fifth Committee / 
! 
f 

6. The Committee decided: 1 
' 

(a.) By .36 votes to 14., with '14 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 

that, in the event of the adoption of the draft resolution proposed by the 

Sixth Committee (A/4o34), the additional budgetary proVision required for · 

1959 would be: 

(i) 

(ii) 
If . the conference ~iera to be convened at Headquarters - $181 000; 

I • 

If the confe;rence were to be eonvened a.t Geneva. in 

J-qly 1959 - $72,.000; 

(iii) If' the conference were to _pe convened a.t Geneva in 

August·1.959 ~ $1J(),ooo. 
l 
I 
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(b) l3y 28 votes to 271 with 8 abstentions, to reject a Peruvian amendment 

"'to replace the word "several" by the word nma.uy" in the opinion reported 

in (c) below; and 

\ (c) By 38 votes to 71 W1 th 18 abstentions, to include the folloWing text, 

\) as proposed by Indi'a., in its report to the General Assembly: 
I 

..._ . 

11Several delegations were, however, of the opinion that an expenditure 
on a. cont'erimce on the taw of the Sea during 1959 was likely to 
r re inf'ructuoua a.nd therefore unsustainable on budgetary and 

rlnistrative groundsn. 

. ...... 


