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1. At its 752nd plenary meeting, on 22 September 1958, the General Assenbly
allocated to the Third Committee item 35 of the agenda of its thirteenth session:
"Freedom of Informatlon: report of the Secretary-General on consultations
concerning the draft Convention on freedom of information”.

2. The Committee discussed the item at its 894th to 90hth meetings, inclusive.
i The Committee had before it:

(a) "Views and suggestions of Covernments concerning the draft Convention
on Freedom of Information' (A/3868 and Add.1-8), the Secretary-General's
report on his consultations with Governments pursuant to General
Assembly resclution 1189 A (XII) of 11 December 1957; and

(b) General Assembly resoclution 1189 A (XII).

text of the preamble and nineteen articles of a draft Convention on Freedom of
ormation, as formulated by the Committee on. the Draft Convention on Freedom
Information which the General AssemblyAeétéblished by resolution 426 (V) of
December 1950, is contained in the annex to document A/AC.ME/?.E

Yfficial Records of the General Assembly, Seventh Session, Annexes, agenda
tem 29.
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I. FROCEDURAIL FROFCSALS

L. At its 89Tth meeting, procedursl proposals were submitted to the Committee
as follows: ,
Liberiae and the Philippines proposed (A/C.3/L.TO4) that the Third Committee

decide;

"l. To embuork upon & discussion of the draft Convention on Freedom of
Information; '

"2, That the delegations when making their statements may dwell on the
whole text of the draft Convention, on any group of articles, on any singl

article or sub-paragraph.” ,
i

Spain proposed (A/C.3/L.T05) that the Third Committee decide:
"To examine the veport of the Secretary-General, submitted to it in accordanc
with General Assembly resolution 1189 (XIT), in order to determine, on the
tasis of that report, the measures best adepted to safeguard and to promote
freedom of information.”
5. At the Committee's 897th meeting the representative of the Dominican Republic
suggested a compromise proposal embodying elements from the joint Liberian and
Philippine and the Spanish proposals. The compromise proposal read as follows:

"The Third Committee decides:

"l. To exemine the report of the Secretary-General submitted to it in i
accordance with General Assembly resolution 1189 A (XII);

"2. To embark upon a discussion of the draft Convention on Freedom of
Information; and

"3. That delegations when making their statements mey dwell on the whole

text of the draft Conventiorn or any other measures adequate to safeguard or

promote freedom of information." 1
6. The represenfative of Liberialand the Philippines accepted the proposal c
Dominican Republic. The representative of Spain accepted it on the condition
that & separate vote be taken on the first paragraph.
7. At the Cormittee's 898th meeting, 'following a procedural discussion, the
representative of the Dominican Republic withdrew her compromise proposal. The
Chairmen thereupon put to the vote the original procedural proposals of Liberia
and the Philippines (A/C.3/L.T04) and Spain (A/C.3/L.T05).
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3. The Liberian-Philippine procedural proposal was put to the vote first, a

roll-call vote being taken at the request of the representative of Lebanon.

‘hirty-two votes were cast in favour of the proposal, 32 votes against and there

jere 4 ebstentions. The proposal was thereéfore not adopted. The votingswas as
llows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Albenia, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Cambodia, Ceylon, Czechoslovakia, Dominican
Republic, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Ghana, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Morocco,
Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia,
H Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialis®
Republics, United Arab Republic, Yugoslavia.

Against: Argentine, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile,
China, Colombia, Cuba, Demmark, Finland, France, Guatemala,
Honduras, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Mexico,
Netherlands, NWew Zealand, Norway, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America. '

Abstaining: El Salvador, Thailand, Uruguay, Venezuela.

9. The Spanish procedural proposal (A/C.3/L.705) was then adopted by 34 votes
to 29, with 5 abstentions.

II. DISCUSSION IN THE COMMITTEE

« In the course of the debate, members of the Committee discussed the report
the Secretary-General (A/3868 and Add.1-8) and his consultations with
yoyernments coﬁcerning the draft Convention; explained their wvotes on the Joint
Lifjerian-~-Philippine and Sranish procedural proposals; and considered various
agplects of the problem of the draft Conventidn on Freedom of Information.
Discussion also centred on a draft resclution by the United States of America,
submitted at the Committee's 89Tth meeting, a revised version of which
(A/CLB/L.TOG/Rev.l) was introduced at the Committee's 902nd meeting. The Committee
also had before it & joint draft resolution (A/c.3/L.707) submitted at its

899th meeting by India, Iran, Pakistan, the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and
and the United Arab Republic, relating to future discussion of the draft

Convention on Freedom of Information. Afghanistan subsequently Jjoined the sponsors

of this propasal.
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12. The discussion referred to many aspects of the problem of safeguarding and
promoting freedom of information as & fundamental human right, with particular
reference to the value of the draft Convention in this respect. Various opinions
were expressed as ‘to the utllity of proceeding with further work on the draft
Convention. Some members of the Committee, whbse views were reflected in the
decision to discuss the text of the dreft Convention at the Assembly's fourteen
session, considered it essential that the United Netions should draw up an
international instrument establishing basic rules in this importent field. Other
members felt that the history of the project, together with the serious f
differences of opinion which obviously existed concerning it, had demonstratedgtim
there was no possibility of arriving at a text which would be satisfactory to;a
substantial number of States. Yet another point of view was that, since the '
present time appeared unpropitious, work on the draft Convention should simply.be
postponed until a more favourable political climate preveiled. Among other
things touched upon were the history of the debates in various United Nations
bodies on the draft Convention, the replies recelved to the most recent
consultations with Governments concerning it, and over-all problems of the rights
and responsibilities of the media of information. WNo attempt is made in this
respect to summarize the varying opinions expressed; it is considered that the
General Assembly, when discussing the draft Convention at its fourteenth session,
should it so decide at the current session, will find more adequate guidance in
the summary records of the Third Committee's debates and in the comments,
observations, suggestions end proposals of Govermments forwarded pursuant to t
resolutions of the twelfth and thirteenth sessions of the Assembly on this
matter. A more detailed account of the discussions will be found in the summe
records of the meetings of the Committee (A/C.3/SR.894-90k ).

IITI. UNITED STATES DRAFT RESQLUTION f

13. The revised United States proposal (&/C.3/L.706/Rev.l) was divided intoétwo
parts. By the first paragraph of the preamble to part A, the General Assembfy
would note that the Commission on Humen Rights, at its fourteenth session, had
requested the Economic and Social Council and through it the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgenization and other specialized agencies t

initiate action to consider and implement a suggestion of the Committee on Freedow
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of Information concerning less developed couniries wherever possible and as
expeditiously as possible, with the object of essisting them to build up adequate
media of informetion which could facilitate a free flow of news and information
within these countries and throughout the membership of the United Nations. In
the second paragraph of the preamble, the Assembly would note that the Ccmmission
n Human Rights would give further consideration at its fifteenth session to
the suggestions of its Committee on Freedom of Information and that the Economic
ardd Social Council had requested the Commission to complete its recommendations
o) 'freedom of information.

1&% The operative paregraphs of part A read as follows:

"The General Assembly ...

"l. Ixpresses the hope that the Economic and Social Council on the basis
of the analysis to be prepared by the Secretary-General in response ©o
Council resolutions 574 D (XIX) and 643 (XXIII), end teking into account
recommendations of the Commission on Human Rights to be submitted in response
to Council resolution 683 (XXVI), will et its twenty-eighth session formulate
a programme of concrete action end measures on the international plane
which could be undertaken for the development of information enterprises in
under-developed countries, with an evaluation of the material, financial
and professional requirements and resources for implementation of this
PYOEYELTES ;

"2. 1Invites the Economic and Social Couneil to request the Commission on
Human Rights to give particular attention to procedures by which constant
review of problems of freedom of information may he assured and to report
annually to the Council on progress in this fleld;

"3. TInvites the United Nations Educatioral, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and other specialized agencies as appropriate to formmlate
concrete proposals to assist in meeting the needs of less developed countries
in building up adeguate media of information, and to include an account
of their efforts on this and other aspects of freedom of information in their
annual reports to the Economic and Social Council."

- In the preamble to part B of the United States revised draft resolution
$+3/L.706/Rev.1), the General Assembly would veiterate ite belief in the free

1 of news and information within countries end across naticnal frontiers as
:ssential basis for an accurate and undistorted understanding of events and
wtions. The Assembly would recognize however that the development of media of

information constituted dnly a partial measure in ensuring freedom of information
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and would recognize further that greater freedom of communications would lessen
international tension and promote mutuval understanding snd confidence, thereby
allowing countries and peoples more easily tec understand and compose their
differences.
16, The cperative paragraph of part B read as follows:
"Recommends thet all Member States, as a contribution to bullding pesice
and confidence, encourage better mutual understanding by taking practical
measures in co-operatlon with the prograrmmes of the United Natlons and it

specialized agencies to open their countries to greater freedom of
communications by: {

(a) Facllitating access to United Wations informetion programmes; 1

(b) Supporting the activities of United Nations information centrés;
(e) Facilitating the free flow of informetion through ell media.”

17. At the Committee's 902nd meetlng, the representative of the Union of Soviet
Soclalist Republics proposed orally the deletion of the word "annuslly” in the
second cperative paragraph of part A of the United States revised draft resolutlo
Subsequently, the United Stetes representative replaced this word by "regularly".
18. The USSR representative, at the Committee's 903rd meeting proposed the
following oral amendments to part A of the revised draft resolution:
(a) In the first preambular paragraph (see para. 13 above), to insert the
words "accurate and undistorted" between "the free flow of' and "news end
information".
(b) To emerd the latter part of the second operatlve paragraph (see para
above) to read "... by vhich congtant review of problems of providing
technicel assistance to under-developed countries in the field of inforﬁﬁ
may be sssured one ..." ete.
19. The representative of the Dominican Republie, at the Committee's 90%rd 1
proposed the following oral amendments to part B of the revised draft resolu
(a) In the first preambular paragraph (see para. 15 atove), to insert
word "undistorted” between "free flow of" and "news and information”.
(b) In sub-paragraph (c) of the operative paragraph (see para. 16 atove
to Insert the word "accurate" between "free flow of" and "information".[,
fJU?
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Voting on revised United States draft resoclution and oral amendments thereto

20. The Committee voted at its S03rd meeting on the revised United States draft
resolution (A/C.3/L.T06/Rev.1) and the oral amendments referred to above.

2l. At the request of the USSR representative, the Committee voted by roll-call
on the first Soviet oral smendment (see para. 18 (a) above). The amendment was
adopted by 43 votes to 9, with 22 abstentions, as follows:

In favour: Afghenlstar, Albania, Bulgaria, Burms, Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic, Cambodia, Ceylon, Chile, Czechoslovakia,

| Dominicen Republic, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Ghana, Greece,

\ Guatemala, Haitl, Bungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland,

} ' Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Nepal, Pakistan, Panama,
Philippines, Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Theiland,
Tunisia, Ukrainien Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of South
Africa, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic,
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Against: Belgium, China, Denmark, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Turkey,
United States of America, Uruguay.

Abstaining: Argentina, Australia, Austris, Brezil, Canada, Colombia,
Costa Riece, Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland, France, Honduras,
Israel, Ttaly, Japen, laos, liberia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru,
Spain, United Kingdom of Greaet Britain and Northern Ireland.

22. At the request of the USSR representative, the Committee also voted by
l roll-call on the second Soviet oral emendment (see para. 18 (b) above). The
amendment was adopted by 30 votes to 21, with 2L abstentions, as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet
i Socialist Republie, Cembodia, Ceylon, Chile, Czechoslovakia,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Greece, Hungery, India, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Libya, Morocco, Nepal, Foland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
. Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Against: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombie, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Denmerk, Ecuador, Guatemals, Haiti, Honduras, Irelend, Israel,
Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, United States of
America, Uruguay.

Abstaining: Australia, Austrias, Belgium, Dominican Republic, El Salvador,
Federation of Malaya, Finland, France, Indonesie, Iran, Italy,
Jaran, Laos, Liberie, Netherlands, Pakistan, Paname, Peru,
Philippines, Spain, Thailand, Union of South Africa, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Worthern Ireland, Venezuela.
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25. The Committee adopted part A of the revised United States proposal
(4/c.3/L.706/Rev.1) as thus amended, by 70 votes to none, with L abstentions.

2k. At the request of the representative of the Deminican Republic, & roll-call
vote was taken on her first oral amendment (see para. 19 (a) above). The amendmen

was adopted by 32 votes to 8, with 35 abstentions, as follows:

In favour:

Against:

Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Albenie, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet
Socielist Republic, Ceylon, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Dominican Republiec, E1 Salvedor, Greece, Haitil, India, Iraq,
Nepal, Panama, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, r
Spain, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist /
Republic, Union of Scuth Africa, Union of Soviet Sccialist
Republics, United Arab-Republic, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavi@l

Belgium, Denmerk, Ecuador, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden,
United States of America, Uruguay.

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, Chile,
China, Costé Rica, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Finland,
Frence, CGhana, Guatemale, Honduras, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, laocs, Lebanon, Liberia,
Libya, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Pakistan, Peru, Thailand,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

25. At the request ¢f the representative of the Dominican Republic, a roll-call

vote was also taken on her second oral amendment (see para. 19 (b) @bove). The

amendment was adopted by 48 votes to 7, with 19 sbstentions, as follows:

In fawvour:

Against:

Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Albanie, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Canbedia, Ceylon, Chile, Colombie, Costa
Rica, Cubae, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, Federation of Melaya, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti
Hondures, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Jordan, Lebanon,
Libya, Morocco, Nepel, Pekistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, i
Poland, Remania, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sudan, Thailand, Tunis
Ukralnian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Scuth Africa,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Areb Republice,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia.

Belgium, Denmark, Netherlands, Worway, Sweden,'United States
Americae, Uruguay. ‘
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, China, Ecuado
Finland, France, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Japan, Laos, Libe.-
Mexico, New Zealand, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.
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26. The Committee adopted part B of the revised United States proposal
(A/C.ﬁ/L.TOG/Rev.l), as thus amended, by 55 votes to 6, with 11 abstentions.

27. As a result of the above decisions, the Committee recommends to the General
Assembly the adoption of the resclutions, the texts of which are given in perts A

and B of the annex to this report.
IV. FUTURE DISCUSSION OF THE DRAFT CONVENTION ON
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

28, The joint draft resolution (A/C.3/L.TOT) submitted by Afghanistan, India,
Iﬁan, Pakistan, the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and the United Arab Republic,
]

referred to in paragreph 11 above, read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Taking note of the Secretary-General's report (A/3868 and Add.1 to 8)
on the consultation he held with Governments pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 1189 A (XII) concerning the draft Convention on Freedom of
Information,

i']:“Le:fa.nc'»ing in mind the lengthy and heretofore inconclusive discussions
which have taken place in various bodles of the United Nations on the draf<t
Convention,

"Believing that a convention on Freedom of Information can play an
important role in guarenteeing to the peoples of States Parties to it their
fundemental right to freedom of expression and of opinion, as enunciated
in article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

"Realizing that in view of the importance of the draft Convention it is
desirable that additional time be given Member States 1o crystallize further
thelr views thercon,

"Desirous, hovwever, of formulating a finel text of the draft Convention
with a view of opening it for signature as soon as possible,

"Decides:

"l. To proceed, at the fourteenth session of the General Assembly, to a
detailed discussion of the text of the draft Convention as formulated by the
Committee on the Draft Convention on Freedom of Information, established by
the General Assembly in its resolution 126 (V); and

"2. To request the Secretary-General, in the light of the discussion
in the Third Committee on this matter, to invite the Governments of States
with whom he communicated pursuant to resolution 1189 A (XII) to transmit to
him any comments, observations, suggestions, proposals or amendments,
concerning the text of the draft Convention on Freedom of Information and to
report thereon to the General Assembly et its fourteenth session.” /
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29. At the Committee's 902nd meeting, Australia and Ireland proposed four
amendments (A/C.3/L.708) to the joint draft resolution.
3. The first of these amendments wes to insert the words "generally acceptable"

before "convention" in the third preembular paragraph, and to replace the word
"can" by "could" in this paragraph.

31. The second amendment was to replace the words following the word "deslrsble"
in the fourth preambular paragreph by the words "that its text should, in fact,
be generally acceptable to Member States".

32. The third amendment was to replace the word "final" in the fifth preambula
paragraph by the words "generally acceptable". ¢
55. The fourth amendment of Australia and Ireland was to delete the words "at;the
fourteenth session of the General Assembly" in the first operative paragreph of
the joint draft resolution and to insert after the words "resolution L26 (V)"

the words "at such time as there is a substantiel prospect of the early conclusion

of & useful instrument commending general support”.

3%. Chile, at the Committee's 902nd meeting, proposed an amendment (A/C.3/L.T10)
to the joint draft resolution to delete the word "detailed" from the first
operative paregraph and insert after the words "in its resolution 426 (V)" the
words "glving special consideration to any new proposals that may be mede".

35. At the Committee's 902nd meeting, Chile also submitted three sub-amendments .
(A/C.3/L.709) to the amendments of Australia and Trelend (A/C.3/L.708). These
provided that (1) the word "cen" would not be replaeced by the word "could" in th

first preambular paragraph of the joint draft resolution; (2) no change would be’
made in the fourth preambuler parasgraph of the joint draft resclution other tharl
replacing the word "time" by the word "opportunity”, and deleting the word
"further"; (3) the words "of formulating & final text of the ..." in the fifth
preambuler paragraph of the jolnt draft resolution would be replaced by the wc
"of formulating promptly & widely acceptable text of the ...".

Voting on joint dreft resolution (A/C.3/L.707) and amendments and sub-amendmeﬁt

36. The representatives of Australia and Irelend withdrew their third smendment
to the fifth preambular paragraph of the joint dreft resolution (see para, 32'

above).

Pessia
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57. They further accepted the first and third sub-amendments of Chile.
%8. The representative of the Philippines, on behalf of the Sponsoré of the joimt
draft resolution, stated thet the Chilean sub-amendments (A/C.3/L.709) which
referred to their text were acceptable, although the sponsors were not competent
to accept those which referred specilfically to the amendments of Austrelie and
Irelend (A/C.3/L.T08). On behalf of his co-sponsors, the representative of the
 Philippines also accepted the Chilean amendment (A/C.3/L.710) (see para. 34 above),
stating that it was understood that the word "proposals" referred to amendments
v in the nature of additions, deletions and substitqtions and other proposals

{regarding the text of the draft Convention.

Voting on joint draft resolution (A/C.3/L.707) end amendments thereto

%9. The Committee voted as follows on the joint draft resolution (A/C.3/L.T0T)
and the amendments of Austrelia and Ireland (A/C.3/L.T08):
(a) The first smendment of Australia and Ireland (see pares. 30 and 37) to

the third preambular paragraph of the Jolnt draft resolution wes rejected by
36 votes to %0, with 6 abstentions.
(b) The second amendment of Austrelia and Ireland (see para. 31) to the

fourth preambuler paragraph was rejected by 36 votes to 29, with 9 abstentions.
(e¢) At the request of the representative of Australias, & roll-call vote was

taken on the fourth amendment of Australis end Treland (see para. 33 above) to

the first operative paragraph. It was rejected by 37 votes to 24, with
1k abstentions, as follows:

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China,
Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, Guatemsle, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden,
Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and '
| Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Against: Afghanistan, Albanie, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorusslan Soviet
Socialist Republie, Cambodia, Ceylon, Czechoslovekisa, Ethiopia,
Federation of Malaya, Ghana, Hungary, Indis, Indonesia, TIran,
Irag, Jordan, Lebanon, Iiberia, Libya, Morocco, Nepel, Pakistan,

- Panema, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,

Theiland, Tunisia, Ukrainien Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, Venezuela,
Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Absteining: Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Laos, Mexico, Peru, Turkey,
Uruguey. /



(a) The joint draft resolution (A/C.3/L.707), as amended, was adopted by
49 votes to 1, with 10 abstentions. .

40. The Third Committee accordingly recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the followlng resolutlons:

[}
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ANNEX

Freedom of Information

A

The General Assembly,

Noting that the Commission on Humen Rlghts, at its fourteenth session
\reguested thg Economic and Social Council and through 1t the United Nations
Educational, Scienﬁific and Culturel Orgenlzation and other speclallzed agencies
fo initiate action to consider end implement the suggestions of the Committee

on Freedom of Information concerning less developed countries wherever pceeible
and asg expeditioﬁﬁlyras possible, with the object of assisting them to bulld up
adequate medis of infbrmation which cen faclilitate the free flow of accurate and
undistorted news and information within these countries and throughout the
membershlp of the United Nations,

Woting that the Commlsslon on Human Bights'will give further conslderstion at
its fifteenth session to the suggestions of its Committee on Freedom of Information
"and that the Economic and Sociel Council has requested the Commission on Human
Righ.s to complete its recommendations on freedom of information,

1. [Expresses the hope thét the Economic and Scelal Council on the basis of
the anelysis to be prepared by the Secretary-Genersl in response to Councill
resolutions 574 D (XIX) of 26 May 1955 end 643 (XXIII) of 25 April 1957, end taking
: nto account recommendations of the Commissicon on Human Rights to be submitted

n response to Councll resolution 683 C (XXVI) of 21 July 1958, will at 1ts

wenty~-elghth sesslon formulate a programme of concrete actlon and measures on the

ternatlonal plane which could e undertaken for the develoﬁment of informatlon
enterpriges in under~developed countries, with an evaluation of the material,
financial and professional requirements and regources for implementation of this

programme;
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2 Invites the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission on
Human Rights to give particular attention to procedures by which constant review
of probleﬁs of providing technical assistance to ﬁnder—daveloped countries in
the field of information may be assured and to refort regularly to the Council on
progress in this field; |

3. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and other specialized sgencies as ajpropriate to formulate concrete
proposals to assist in meeting the needs of less developed countries in building
up adequate media of information, and to include an account of their efforts on K

!

this end other aspects of freedom of information in their annual reports to the

Economic and Social Council.

The General Assembly,

Reitefating its belief in the free flow of undistorted news and information
vithin countries and across national frontiers as the essential basis for an
accurate and undistorted understanding of'events and situations,

Recognizing, however, that development of media of information constitutes

only & partial measure in ensuring freedom of information,

Recognizing further that greater freedom of communications would lessen

international tension and promote mutual understending and confidence, thereby
allowing countries and peoples more easily to understand and compose their
differences, |

Recommends that all Member States, as a contribution to building.peace and
confidence, encourage better mutual understanding by taking practical measures inf
co-operaticn with the programmes of the United Nations and its specialized agenc
to open their countries to greater freedom of ccrmunications by:

(a) Facilitating access to United Nations informetion progrémmes; t
{

(b) Supporting the activities of United Nations information centres; ;
(c) Facilitating the free flow of accurate information through all media. |
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The General Assenbly,

Taking note of the Secretary-General's reportl/ on the congultation he held
with Governments pursuant to General Assembly resolution 1189 A (XII) of
11 December 1957 concerning the draft Convention on Freedom of Informetion,

Bearing in mind the lengthy and heretofore inconclusive discussions which

ave taken place in-various bodies of the United Nafions on the dreft Conventicn,

Believing that a convention on freedom of information can play an important
‘ole in guaranteeing to the peoples of States Parties to it their fundamental
r@ght to freedom of expression and of opinion, as enuncilated in article 19 of the
Uﬁiversal Beclaration of Human Rights,

Realizing that in view of the imporience of the draft Convention it is
desirable that additionel opportuhity be given Member States to crystallize their
views thereon,

Desirous, however, of formulating promptly & widely acceptable final text of

the draft Convention with a view to opening it for signature as soon as possible,
Decldes:

1. To proceed, at the fourteenth session of the General Assembly, to a
discussion of the text of the draft Comvention as formilated by the Committee on
the draft Convention on Freedom of Information, established by the General Assembly
in its resolution 426 (V) of 14 December 1950, giving special consideration to
any new proposals that may be made;

2. To request the Secretary-General, in the light of the discussion in the
“tird Committee on this matter, to invite the Govermments of States with whom he

mminicated pursuant to resolution 1189 A (XII) to iransmit to him any comments,
@ervations, suggestions, propesals or amendments, concerning the text of the
£t Convention on Freedom of Information and to report thereson to the Generzl
jembly at its fourteenth session.

]

-_

‘68 ard Add.l to 8.



