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Twentieth session

INTERNATTONAL YEAR FOR HUWMAN RIGHTS*

Note by the Secretary-Gencral

1. 1In resolutlon 1961 (XVIIT), entitled "Designatlon of 1968 as Tnterhational
Year for Human Rights"”, adopted by the Generel Assembly at its 1279th plenary
meeting on 12 December 1963, the Assembly degignated the year 1968 as Ihbternational

Year for Humen Rights and requested the FEconomic and Soclel Council -to Invite the

Commission on Human Rights at its forthcoming sessions, with the assistance of the
Secretary-Genersl: (a) to prepare, for conslderation by the Assembly, é programine
of measures and activities representing a‘lasting-contribution to the c%use of
human rights, to be undertaken by the United Netlons, by Member Stabes énd by the
speclalized agencles durlng the year 1968, in celebration of the twentiéth
anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Right#; (b) to
prepare, for consideration by the General Assembly, suggestions for a 1ist of goals
in the field of human rights to be achieved by the United Nations not l@ter ‘than
the end of 1968; and (c) to submit the progremme of measures and activities and the
guggestions for the list of goals in time for their consideration by thé General
Assembly at ite twentieth session. On 17 December 1963 the Economic ané Socisl
Council, at 1ts resumed thirty-sixzth session, decided to trensmit the résolution
to the Commission on Human Righté.

2. At 1ts twentieth session the Commission, in resolution 6 (XX),;/’d%cided

inter glia to establish a Committee of thirty-four menbers, appointed ffom permenent
delegations. All the States members of the Commission, together with tﬁe other

* Ttem 69 of the provisional agends.

3/ Officiel Records of the FEconomie and Social Couneil, Thirty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 8 (E/3873), chapter VIL.

Jev.
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co-sponsors of General Assembly resolution 1961 (XVIII), were invited to appoint
representatives to this Committee which would meet prior to the 1965 session of

the Commission to recommend a programme of megsures and sctivitles to be undertsken
by Member States, the United Nations and specialized asgencies in celebration of

the twentieth anmniversary of the Universal Declaration of Humen Rights and in the
furtherance of human rights and fundamental freedoms. Asipart of its terms of
reference, the Committee was asked to give special thought to the possibility of
holding an international conference in 1968 to (i) review the progress made in the
field of human rights since the adoption of the Universal Declearation of Human
Rights; (ii) evaluate the effectiveness of the methods and technigques used by the
United Nations in the field of human rights; and (iii) formulate and prepare a
programme of further measures to be taken subsequent to the celebration of Human
Rights Year in 1968.

B The Commission also prepared a draft resolution concerning goals to be achiewved
by the United Nations before 1968,2/ and requested the Economic and Social Council
to recommend it to the General Assembly for considersgtion at its nineteenth session.
By resolution 1015 E (¥XXVII) of 30 July 1964, the Council recommended the draft
resolution to the Assembly for edoption at its nineteenth session. The draft
resolution was before the Assembly at that session in connexion with item 12 of

the agenda, "Report of the Economic and Sociel Council”. The Assembly was unable
to consider the item at that session; the Secrebary-Genersl therefore wishes to
dregw the dreft resolution to the attention of the Assembly at the twentieth session.
The text of the draft resolution is annexed hereto (annex I).

h, At its twenty-first session, the Commission on Humen Rights had before it the
report of the Committee on the International Year for Human Rights (E/CN.L4/886)
containing recommendstions concerning a programme of measures and activities to

be underteken in comnexion with the International Year for Human Rights. In
resolution 5 A (XXI)é/ the Commission proposed that the Economic gnd Soeial Council

recommend to the Generel Assembly the adoption of g draft resolution containing

2/ Ibid., chapter XI, draft resolution III.
3/ Ibid., Thirty~ninth Session, Supplement No. 8 (E/402L4), chapter IV, paras. 465.
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recommendations concerning an interim programme of measures and aectivities to be
undertaken in connexion with the Interngtional Year for Human Rights. By
resolution 1074 E (XXXIX), the Council recommended to the Genersl Assembly adoption
of g draft resclution om the subject, the text of which is annexed hereto (annex ITI).
5. At the same session the Commission decided, in resolution 5 B (XXI), to appoint
g working party consisting of all States represented on the Commission to elaborate,
in co=-operation with the Secretary-Géneral, the further cbservances, measures and
activities which the Commission should recommend to the General Assembly to be
undertaken by the United Nations in celebrgtion of the twentieth anniveréary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including the proposed iniernatioﬁal
conference on human rights; and requested the Working Party, in preparing its
report, to take into account the recommehdations in the report of the Committee on
the International Yeer for Humen Rights (E/CWN.1L/886) as well as the discussions on
the subject of the Interngtional Year at the twenty-first session of theiCommission
(E/ON,Lb/SR.84L~B46 and BUB). The Working Party held its first meeting on

17 May 1965. |



A/5945
English
Armex T
Page 1

ANNEX T

Internetional Year for Human Rishts (1968)

(Resolution 1015 E (XXXVII) of the Economic and Social Council)

The Economic and Scciagl Couneil,

Having considered chepter VII of the report of the Commission on Human Rights
|
at its twentieth session, !

Recommends the following draft resolution 4o the General Assembly fdr adoption

at its nineteenth session:

"The General Assembly,

i
gnating

"Becalling its resolution 1961 (XVIII) of 12 December 1965 desi
the year 1968 as Intermational Year for Humen Rights,

"Recognizing the need for effective measures 4o be taken at both the
inmternational and the national levels to encourage the further development of
human rights and fundementsl freedoms,

"Beaffirming the belief that the ceuse of human rights will be well
served by an incregsing awareness of the extent of the progress made, and
the conviction that the year 1968 should be devoted to intensified national
and international efforts and undertekings in the field of human rights and
also to an international review of the achievements in this field,

"Convinced that an intensification of efforts in the interveniné years
will heighten the progress that can be made by 1968,

"l. BRecommends that all Member States be invited to ratify before 1968
the Conventions already concluded in the field of human rights, and in
particular the following:

Supplementary Convention an the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave
Trade and Institutions and practices similar to Slavery:

I10 Convention concerning the Abolition of Forced Labours
IO Convention on Discrimingtion in Respect of Employment and
Occupation;

|
IO Convention concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and W@men
Workers for Work of Egual Value;

UNESCO Convention Against Discrimination in Education;
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"23

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide;

Convention on the Political Rights of Women.

Decides to hasten the conclusion of the following draft conventions

so that they mey be open for retification and accession before 1968

1’5.

Draft Covenant on civil and political rights;
Draft Covemant on economic, social and cultural rights;

Draft International Convention on the elimination of all Fforms of
racial discrimination;

Draft Internationel Convention on the elimination of all forms of

religious intolerance;

Draft Convention on freedom of information.

Decides +to complete by 1968 the consideration and preparation of

the following draft declarations:

Drarft declaration on the elimination of diseriminetion in the
matter of political rights;

Draft declargtion on the elimination of discrimination in relstion
to women;

Draft declaration on the right of asylum;
Draft declarstion on freedom of informetion.”

1%38th plenary meeting,
30 July 196k,
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ANNEX IT

International Year for Human Rights (1968}

(Resolution 1074 E (XXXIX) of the Economic and Socisl Council)

The Economic and Socisl Council,

Noting the report of the Commission on Human Rights on the International
Year for Huwan Rights, _ 1

Recalling its resolution 1015 E (XXXVII) of 50 July 196% on the International
Year for Human Rights,

Recommends the following draft resolution to the General Assembly for

consildergtion at its twentieth session:

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolution 1961 (XVIII) of 12 December 1963 designating
the year 1068 as Internationsl Yesr for Human Rights,

"Congidering that the further promotion and development of respect for
hman rights and fundamental freedoms contributes to the strengchening of
peace throughout the world and to friendship between peoples,

"Considering that racigl discriminstion and in particular the policy of
gpartheid constitutes one of the most flagrant gbuses of humen rights and
fundamental freedoms and that persistent and intense efforts must be made to
secure its abandonment,

"Reaffirming the belief thet the cause of human rights will be well
served by an increasing awareness of the extent of the progress made, and the
conviction that the year 1968 should be devoted to intensified nationsl and
international efforts and undéertakings in the field of humen rights and also
to an international review of the achievements in this field,

"Stressing the importance of further development and implementation in
practice of the principles of the protection of human rights laid down in the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Humaen Rights, the
Declgration on the granting of independence to colonial couniries and pecples
and the Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination,

"Convinced that sn intensification of efforts in the intervening years
will heighten the progress that can be made by 1968,
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"Convinced further that the proposed international review of progress in
the field of human rights can advantageously be carried out by means of an
international conference,

"Noting that the interim programme of measures and activities to be
undertaken in connexion with the International Year for Humgn Rights and in
celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the Universsl Declaration of
Humen Rights, recommended by the Commission on Humen Rights and which is set
out in the interim programme annexed to the present resolution,

"Noting Further that the Commission on Human Rights is continuing the
preparalion of a programme of observances, megsures and sctivities to be
undertaken in 1968,

"l. Calls upon Member States, States members of the specialized agencies,
regional inter-govermmental organizations, the specialized agencies and the
national and internaticmal organizations concerned, to devote the year 1968
to intensified efforts and undertakings in the field of human rights,
including an internstional review of achievements in this field;

"2, Urges Member States to take appropriste measures in pPreparation for
Interngtional Year for Human Rights, especially to emphasize the urgent need
to eliminate discriminagtion and other violations of human dignity, with specigl
attention to the abolition of racisl discrimination and in particular the
policy of apartheid;

"5, Confirms the necessity to implement Economic and Social Council
resolution 1015 E (XXXVII) of 30 July 196k concerning the ratification by
States Members of the United Nations before 1968 of the conventions glready
concluded in the field of human rights, the earlier conclusion of the draft
conventions referred to in paragraph 2 of that resolution, so that they may
be open for ratification ard accession before 1968, and the completiom by
1968 of the consideration and Preparation of the draft declarstions listed
in paragraph 3 of that resolution;

"h. Approves the interim programme of measures and activities envisaged
for the United Nations annexed 4o this resolution, and reguests the Secretary-
General to proceed with the arrangements for the measures to be undertaken by
the United Nations set out in the annex;

"5, Tnvites Member States to consider, in connexion with the
Internaticral Year, the possible advantage of undertsking, on a regional basis,
ccrpen studies in order to establish mwore effective brotection of human rights;

"6. Invites regloral inter-goverrmental organizations with corpetence in
the Tield to provide the intermational conference envisaged for 1968 with full
information on their accomplishments, programmes and other measures to reslize
Protection of human rights;

oo
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"f. Invites the Commission on the Status of Wemen to participate and -
co-operate at every stage in the preparatory work for the International Year
for Human Rights; i

"8. Bequests the Secretary~General to transmit the present resolution
and the interim programme annexed to the resclution to Member Statfies, States
members of the specialized agencies, regionasl inter-govermmental organizaticns,
- the speciglized agencies, and the interested international organizations;

"9,  Commends to these States, regional inter-govermmental organizations,
agencies and organizations the Programme of messures and activitide set out
in that ennex and invites their co-operation and participation inithis ,
brogramme with a view to making the celebrations successful and meamingful ;

"10. Decides that, in order to develop further and guarantee political,
civil, economic, social and cultural rights and to end all discriﬁination and
denial of human rights and fundamentsl freedoms, on grounds of race, colour,
sex, lenguage or religion, and in particular to permit the elimingtion of
apartheld, an international conference on human rights should be convened
during 1968 in order to: 5

"(a) Review the progress which has been msde in the field of human
rights since the adoption of the Universal Declarstion on Humpn Rights;

"(b) Evaluate the effectiveness of the methods used by the United
Nations in the field of human rights; ;

"(e¢) Formulate and prepare a progremme of further measures to be
taken subsequent to the celebrations of Human Rights Year;

"11. Requests the Ecomomic and Social Council +to invite the Commission
on Human Rights, in particular, to elaborate for the consideration of the
Generel Assembly the agenda, duration and venue of the conference, : 0 make
recommendations in regard to the preparation of the necessary preliminary
evaluation studies and other documentation and in regard to means ¢f defraying
the expenses of the conference.” ‘ i

1392nd plenary meeting,
28 July 1965,
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR FOR HUMAN RIGHTS: INTERIM PROGRAMME

. .8
I. The theme of ceremonies, activities and celebratlons—/

It is recommended that the programme of messures and activities to be
undertaken throughout the International Year for Humen Rights should be calculated
to encourage, on as wide a basis as possible, both nationally and intermationally,
the protéction of human rights and fundamental freedoms and to bring home to gll
the people the.breadth of the concept of human rights and fundamental freedoms in
all its aspects. The theme of the ceremonies, activities and celebrations should
be: "Greater recognition and full enjoyment of the fundamental freedoms of the
individual and of human rights everywhere". The aim should be to dramgtize
universal respect for and observance of humsn rights and fundamental freedoms for
all, without distinction as to race, sex, languesge or religion.

II. Aiyear of activitiesbf

It is agreed that all the perticipants in the célebrations should be invited
to devote the year 1968 es a whole to activities, ceremonies and observances
relating to the question of human rights. International or regional seminars,
national conferences, lectures and discussions on the Universal Declaration of
Buman Rights, aﬁd on other declarations and instruments of the United Nations
relating to human rights; may be organized throughout the year. Some countries
will wish to stress the entire content of the Declaration, as further elasborated
in later United Nations humsn rights programmes. Some participating countries may
wish to emphasize, during particular perlods of the Internationel Year, rights and
freedoms in connexion with which they have faced special problems. During each
'such period the Govermments would review, against.the stendards set by the Universal

Declaration of Humen Rights, and other declarations and instruments of the United

a/ See E/CN.4/886, paras. 46-52, and Recommendation I (para. 52).
b/ See ibid., E/L024, parss. 5358, end Reccmmendation II (para. 58).
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Nations relating to human rights, their domestic legislation and the pragfices
within their soclety in respect of the particular right or freedém which is the
subject of that period's observances. They would assess the extent to which the
right hed been effectively secured and would give publicity to it and make special
efforts to promote amongst their citizens a basic understanding of its nature and
significance so that the gains already made might not easily be lost in the future.
To the extent that the right or freedom had not yet been effectively sécured, every
effort would be made during the period towards its achievement. In the choice of
subjects priority could of course be given to those rights of & civil and political

character and those of an economic, socisl and cultural character.

A. %PgSyTPQ Lo _be nndertaken by the United Netions in the period prior to the
eginning of the International Year for Human Rights

1. Elimingtion of certain practicesE/

Believing.that certain practices which constitute some of the groéser forms
of the denial of humen rights still persist within the territories of some Member
States, the Commission recommends that the United Nations adopt and set before the
Member States as a target to be achieved by the end of 1968 the complete
elimination of the following violations of human righte:

() Slavery, the slave trade, institutions and practices similar to slavery,
and forced labour;

(Q) All forms of discrimination based upon race, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social or ethnic origin, property, birth
‘or other status;

(¢) Colonialism and the denial of freedom and independence.

2. International messures for the protection and guarantee of human rightsg/

Measures for the effective implementation of the rights and freedoms set forth
in the Universal Declarstion of Human Rights and other declarations and instruments

of the United Nations relating to humsn rights have been under considefation in the
%

e/ See ibid., E/hOEk, paras. T3-T7, and Recommendation V (para. T77), as well as
paras. hkel-h2s5,

4/ See ibid., E/M024, peras. 93-99, and Recommendetion VI (para. 99).
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United Netions for many years. The Commission is confident that action on the draft
Covenant on elvil and political rights and the draft Covenant on economic, social
and cultural rights, and measures of implementation, and on the other comventions or
international agreements in the field of human rights listed in the draft resolution
prepared by the Commission on Humen Rights in 1964 for comsideration by the General
Assembly, will be completed before the beginning of the Internationsl Year for
Human Rights. If, however, by the beginning of 1968, international machinery for
the effective lmplementation of these covenants and conventions or international
agreements does not form part of the instruments adopted, internationsl meassures

for the guarantee or protection of human rights should be a subject of serious study
during the International Year for Human Rights. '

B. Measures to be undertaken by Member States in the period,prior to the beginning
of the International Year for Human Rights

B Review of national 1egislations/

Governments are invited to review their national legislation against the
standards of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other declarations and
instruments of the United Nations relating to human rightes, and consider the
enactment of new or amending of existing lews to bring their legisglation into
conformity with the principles of the Declaration and other declarations and
instruments of-the United Nations relating to human rights.

L, Machinery for impiementation on the national 1eveli/

All Member States are invited as one of the measures they will underteke in
comexion with the Interngtional Year, tc establish or refine, if necéssary by the
end of 1968, their nastional machinery for giving effect to the fundamental rights
and freedoms. If, for example, within any Member States, arrangements do not exist
which will engble individual persbns or groups of persons to bring before independent

national tribunals or authorities any complaints:they may have concerning the

g/: See ibid., E/hOEh,‘paras. 116-120, gnd Recommendation XI (para. 120).

I/ See ibid., E/402k, paras. 121-129, gnd Recommendaﬁion XIT (para. 129).
| .

[one
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violation of their human rights and obtain effective remedies, the Member State
should be invited to undertake that such arrangements will be introduded If such
arrangements alreaﬁy exist, the Member States should be invited to undertake to
refine and improve them. This is not & recommendation that any partlcular
improvement In machinery should be introduced. In one set of circumsfances what
mey be needed is the establishment of a special court; in another thelappointmen$
of an Ombudsman or Procurator General or similar official; in another 51mply the
setting up of offices to which 1nd1v1dual‘c1tlzens mey bring their complalnts. The
determination as to what machirery or improvement in machinery is reqdired for
giving effect to the fundamentel rights and freedoms would be within tbe sole

discretion of the Govermment concerned.

5. Yational programme of educstion on human rightsg/

Believing that there are limits to the effectiveness of laws in mﬁking the
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms a reality, the Commission is
convinced that a concentration of effort on legal and institubional guarantees of
human rights, although it will go far towerds the achievement of objeckives we
seek, will not go all the way. Attention needs to be concentratéd, in;addition,
on means of changing some old ways of-thinking on these subjects, and bf rooting
out deep-seated prejudices in regard to race, colour, sex, religion anfi sc on. In
short, it is necessary to embark upon a complenentary programme of edutetion,
lneluding both adult and child education, designhed to produce new thinklng on the
part of many people In regard to humsn rlghts. Accordingly, it is recpmmended
that an integral part of any progremme of intensification of effort 0! be
undertaken in the next three years should be a world-wide educationsl ?rogramme'
in humen rights. Such an educational programme would be consistent with the
objectives of the Development Decede and also with the objectives in tﬁe field of
human rights of the proposed United Nations Training and Research Institute This
programme should aim at mobilizing some of the energies and resources 9f°

(a) universities, colleges and other institutions of higher learnlng, private
and public, within Member States; @

g/ See ibid., E/4C2k, para. 130, end Recommendation XITT inm the sameéparagraph.
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(b) the teaching staff of primery and secondary schools;

(c) foundations and charitable, scientific and research imstitutions;

(d) media of information and mass communicstion, including the Press, radio
and television;

(g) interested non-govermmental organizations;
towards the education of the people, adults and children, about the state of human
rights in their communities and elsewhere, and about the further steps which need
to be taken to secure the fullest and most effective realization of these rights.
Member States with federsl systems of government are called upon to encourage the
activities in the fleld of human rights of local and state educational institutions.

It would guarantee the success of this educational effort if the national
leaders within Member States would give it every encouragement. Within this effort
Governments would organize conferences of universities and other institutions of
higher learning ﬁithin thelr territories and invite them to consider how the
curricula and their teaching progremmes can be utilized to improve the awareness
in the student population of the fundamental questions of human rights, how their
research programmes might be dirvected to this end, and how they can co-operste with
other interested organizations, through extra-mural and other programmes, in
furthering the aims of adult education in human rights. In this comtext, studies
of local customs and traditions could be underteken by national authorities with
a view to examining to what extent theylmight be fostering and encouraging
attitudes or values contrary to the principles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and how these customs and traditions can be eventually eliminated.
Charitable and philanthropic foundations might be invited to consider meking grants
Tor programmes of research and study in this field and to meke bursaries and
fellowships available for research in human rights. Responsible suthorities of
colleges, and of elementary and secondary schools, could be invited tc review their
curricula and textbooks in order to eradicate blas, intentional end unintentionsal,
towards the preservation of ideas and concepts contrary to the principles of the
Universal Declarstion of Human Rights, and to introduce courses of study which
positively promote respect. for humen rights and fundamentsl freedoms. It has been
noticed with gppreciatlon that certain universities have already inecluded in their

curricula courses in the internationsl protection of humen rights} other

/o
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universities could be guided by such programmes and benefit by those experiences.
Attention is also called te the UNESCO Associated Schools‘Project in Education for
International Understanding.

Govermments might also convene, or give enccuragement to the conveping of,
conferences amongst the radio and television broasdcasting services within their
territories, inviting them to consider how their facilities might most usefully
co-opergte with other organizetions within the country, and with internetional
agencies, in advancing the effort to educate the people into greater respect for
individuel rights and fundamentel freedoms.

The speciglized agencies of the United Nations, especially UNESCO énd the I1O,
cen make g particularly valusble contribution towards the intensificatibn of the
educational effort with the co-operation of United Nations regieonal institutes,
bearing in mind Economic and Social Council resolution 958 D I (XXXVI) of
12 July 1963. It is recommended that they should be invited to do so.





