
UN'IED NAT'ONS

GENERAL
A S S E M B LY

Distr.
GE\INAL

^ 
/.1 1^!./aL)4 

J December 1965
TNG],ISH
ORTGTNAL: ilIGLI${/SPANISH

Tirentietl'l sesslon
A3enda i'cerl IOJ

AI,.'E\DII'ENTS TC THE RI]'I,XS OI ?RCCNTURN OI THE GTI{EP"AI ASSE/BLY
CONSEOUI]iT UPO1I THE EI.ITIY II{TO ]JOFC]] OI THE AI,IEID}iI1iITS TO
/GTICLIS 2i, 2'I I\ND .L OF THN CHARTLF OF' THE UNITID MTIOIIIS

Rc lort 1f 'tL-e i - t h CJ .n:itee

Bapporteur: i,ir:. GcnzaLc .ALCfVI.R (licuador )

II{TROTUCTIOIf

I, 0n 14 Septcr,rbet: L)SJ, the Se cretarl/- General recluestedJ under rule 15 of
tLLe ''ul,es of prcceclure rl the General Assembl;., tre inclusicn in t.ie agenda.

of ttre trrent,ieih session of an item entiiled "Anendnents io the rules of
procedure of the General .a-s uei,rbly ccnseluent upcn -tirc entry intc fcrce of the

anenrlnen'is to Articl-es 2-2, 2f and 5l ot tire CiIrrter of the Uniied l[ations''
(A/59T).
2, In the explanatcry r error':ac1ur,r acconLp: n;-in3 the f cf'egoing recluest, the

S..cre-'ry-Ccnerrl refcrrco to l:e:Jlut:iLt: 1,. )L t.. r.r-d 3 (.:\,III) c--

IJ Dccerbcr L!5J, rihereby ihe Assenrbly had aiecided, in accordance r;itr
.Itlticle LC8 oi the Charter of tt.re Unitcd i,irtions) Lc adop-! ancf io subnit for
l:arif ication by the SLates l.,'hmbcrs of the Unitcd ],l?tions amendments tc
.rlr'cicLes 2), 2f e.nd, 51 of the Ci]arl,et:. He aLso recalled that these axendmenis

l: - c:c e ir-- I e- f :cL on lI 1.u1u- . I',6).
1, The Sc cretary- Geneaal pointed out th.iL, as the a ended ter.t of Article 2J

of thc Charter lncreased frcu si:: tc ten the nurnbcr oi non-permanent flcmbers of
t-re gccu].ity C'uncifr rlI. I.j Jl tl-c rul-.b o f-lcedLrr )f the C.n-elpl /.,c:moly

s houl-d be am--nded if prcr,'lde that the AssembL;r shcuLcl each year, in the cou.rse

of its re;ul:r sessicn, el-ect five ncn--rer::.anent nernbers oi the Security Council
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fcr r ter.r ct tfc ye.rs. As a consequence cf ihe increase in nembersilip pl"ovidecl

f3r in the alrendinent ic Article 2) oi 1:r,te Charter., tha ariended tert of lLrt,icLe 2'1 ,

Telating to voting iII the Sc curity C.:unciL., lt'ovided fcr the substitution of tire
rord 'rrrine" for the Uorrl "sevcn" in that .Article. nule tJ (l) of the r:ulec cf
plccedure of 'ahe Gener:al :l,sseirbly should, therrefo"e, be aflenderr, to substitute
the rrord "nine" for thc r.rr::d "scvcn".
lr. '-he Jccret3r-J'-C-ner"aIts e'Jl-rn. Lar) ,e .Jrpndurt sILJ ir-dicaiLd i:IrL, 's f l-:

arnendeal text cf /{rticle 5} of tire Chartel increased fron eighteen to trrentJr-seven

tire nembers of the iconomic and Sccial Cruncil, rule 146 of bhe rufes of

;rocedure ;l:lulo oc ftrdccL t'; ;roviCc rl:. 1 u i. .::eL:IblJ slL.r, Iu -ach "/-ir, in t-lc

cJur:se cf its regul-ar session, eLect nj.ne inernbers of the Econoillic and Socill
Council for a tern of tnree years,

5. Ii:raLty, t're Sc cretar;.-Gc nera.L ruggesl.eo tha+. thc foregoing amendncnts should

take effect as frorrl l Jr.- nuary \965, t\e date on rroich tlre terrns of cffice of the

llreL-.rbers oi l,he enlar€jed C]uncils el-ecterl dr-rring ti:e trrentieth sessicn \toule

be3inj i1 accTdaLrce llith rule ll+0 cf tLte Generai risserlblyrs tuLes cf procedlrre-

6. A'r its LJj5th .lengrJ. rneetingr'on 2[ Septerber l)6J, the G.neral Asserr:bLj/

decided to include the item in its agenda, ancl Bll-oca.l,ed i'L to tl.re Surtii Ccnniitee.

The Sixth Comrili'l,tee consic'rered the l-berir at its ETJrd rnceting, on lC l{ll'enber, and

at its 8?Bth and E'f9th rnectin;;, cn L,-, :nc 1.1 l,lrvenber.

?ROPOSALS

7. Tfre Eecretaiy- Ge nefal I s ncte anal cxplanitrry rienorandr l reques-bins the

inclusicn oi thc item on i,he agen(la l/as accllifanieci, in acccrdence iij'ch rule 20

o.: .lle 1'u1:s cf proceclure., by tr- draft resllutio4' Bl' tie openative paraglraph of

rL-is r.l].? f r res:Iuticr, tire Generi:L Asseirbl-y ttculd decidc, liith effect fl:om

I Jrnuary L96(', t"i amerd rules S (b)r L[t ,'na Llr5 of its ]rules ol proced'ure as

foLLI.is; (a ) ir ruie 6 (t, ) ttre l:crd "seven'' i./culd be repiaceil b],' rhc rio]'.i "nine";
(l) in ruLe I[t the irord "three" Irculd be replaced bJ- '': lc lrord "flve"; and (c) in
rule 145 ihe ,,ord "si>r" woulcL ',ra replaceC by the Iro::C ''n:ine" "

8. At the 8?Eth neeting of the Sl::Lh Ccnnit-tce, on lE liovernber, thc

representative of Peru prescnieiL the d::aib Iesclutlon, in t"r3 nanie cf his

delegation, ln tt'le tcr" of tni.ee sepuratc dTait resolLi-tions, di:aft resclution 1L
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dea-Iing with rul-e B (b), oraft resolutjon B rrith rul-e f4J and draft reso.Iution C

with rule 146. The text of these thl'ee clraft resol_utions (1,/C.6/f.57f) was

introduced in the Sixth Comnittee at its 879th meeting, on I! November, and is
identical- vit'h the recomnendacions of the Sixrh Con-mitt ee contained in para6raph 2l-

^f 
+1.'a hh6aa-+ rah^?+

DEBATE

9. A nunber of delegations r,rere of the viev that the item under discussion shoul-d

not give rise to a protracted debate, The proposed amendnents to the rul_es of
procedure were a direct consequence of the entry into force of the amendments to
Articles 2J, 2'l and 6l of the Chanter" These amendments vere contained in a plior
decision of the Generai- Assembl-y set out in resolutions 1991 A and B (XVIII) of
IJ December l95l l"rlth vhlch the conmittee had to comply. The committee was bound

to give effect to the Charter ar0endments. If the rules of prccedure were not
amended, they vould be at variance with the charter and the latter would prevail.
f0. -Apart from general remarks of l_he foregoLng ch2rsq1s1, discussion on Lne

substance of the item centred around the effective date for the entry into force
of the proposed amendments to the rules of procedure, and the substantive
provisions of rul-e 3 (b) which relate to the convenin€ of emergency special
sessions oJ rhe General Asscmbly under Lhe procedure lajd down in General Assembly

resol-ution .77 (V) of J llovemt er 19)O (tt.e resotution enritled "Unit ing for peace'').

Effective date of the anendrxenlq to the rules of procedure

ll. One delegation requested a cLarification as to r{hy the Secretary-Generaf had

proposed thar. the amenomenti :o the rules ol proceoure shou_Ld Lecome efferrjve onfy
on I January Ij66, and not immediatefy upon the adoption of the resol-ution
amending the rufes, particularly as far as rutes l-4t and f46 were concerned, since
elections of mernbers of the Security Council and of the Economic and Social Council
voul-d be hefd at the current session of the Assenbly.
f2. the represenLaLive of the Se"reLary-lenera-L extrlai neo that, ;r th:s respect,
a dlstlnction could be made betveen rulc B (l) and rules I\J and. 146, and the
cL-ange in thc majority rsqujred -Ln ,-he Counci-L for the adoprjon of clecisions vould
therefore be appfled only as of I January 1!55. ff rufe I (b) r,rere an:ended
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irmediaLely, there would be a ciscrcpancy bet\/eer- Lhat ruIe, as amer.ded, ard Ihe

pract-ice r,rhi ch r'rould be -folIowed i n the Counc:] up 1o I January 1966 I,/i I h respect

+d rha n- 1^r'+r/ TA^rri ?a.j !^ -r^-! T- l.qr llF?./'fcTF. t,eFr r-.r."odLU wrru .r-dJur-.J f !Yqr-! , LU iluu!L r( I-qu, I lurLf vrLJ

that the amendment to rule 3 (l) sfroufa become effectlve on that date and not

before. As regards rules 141 and 1l+6, they would not be appfied in practice

until- elections to the Seeurity Council and to the Economic and Social Council
'were held in $66 at the tr,renty-first session of the Genera.l Assembly. The

present year vai a trans:tjonal one, ,JILen r"he Charter amendnenLs vel:e first given

effect. loth the seats of retirlng members and alf the nelt seats on these

Council-s woul-d be fill-ed at one and the same time, and it vould thus be necessary

this year to efecr more lhan five menoers of the Securiiy Counci] and morc than

nine rnenbers of the Economlc and Social Council. The electioils at the t'dentleth

session r'rou-Ld Lherefore proceed direcL]y on r:he oasis of the Charter, as amended,

and not of the rules of procedure.

!). A few del-egations expressed the viev that it might be desirabfe ta adopt

provisional rules of procedure to corer the situation arising at thc twentieth
session lriLh respecL Lo the elections to the Securiby Council and 10 '-ne Fconom'lc

and Social Councif. One defeaation observed that the el-ections at the twentieth

session vould proceeclr so far as ihe fifl-ing of seats of reL,iring member; vas

concerned, on the basis of rul-es I45 and 1l+6 in their present fom, and so far as

fiuing ne$ seats \"/ere concerned., directly on the basis of the Charter as amended,

there being a vacuum in the rules in this latter respect.
f4. A number of other del-egationc thought that it \{as unnecessary to aclopt

provisional- rules for the elections at the fi{entieth session. Those elections
r/oufd proceed directly on the basis of the Charter, as amended, which prevailed
oweF nrnw-'-i-rF =r +!-i= yr-lFc i-f rv..ad-rra ,. -lrc eVen! Of COnfli:r. It l.IaS

lrn.es i r,a F -. '^^n- -.r id. r,rhi -\ l,Iara -of nt 6 T'el.ranenr nat:ul'e Or tO legj slal e

for a situation vhich vas already covered in General Assembly resolutions 199.1 A

and 3 (XVIII) and the text of the cha.rterr as amended. It lroufd b-e sufficient if
ir were recorded ir- Lhe report. of the ij-xrn CommrtLee oT in a preambular paragraph

to the resolution that it w'as generally agreed that the elections should proceed

on the basis of the Charter, as anended.
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)-r. The representati.ve of &Ig, in introducing the text of the three revised draft
resol-utjons iA/C,6/L.51 t) at the B79th meeting, stated bhat, al-though he did not

consider this necessary, he had added a new preambular paragraph to draft
resolutions B and C to accommodate the vievs expressed in the Committee wlth
respect to the elections at Lhe t\.rentieth session to the Security Councif and to
the Economic and Social- Councif.

flu_Le o lD,/

I€, In exp-Lanation of vote, sone delegations, whi.fe expressing rheir support for
draft resolut,ions B and C, said they would vote, or had voted, agalnst draft
resolution A for reasons of principle, since the amendment it proposed rel-ated to
rulc I (b) of the rufes of proceou.re. That rule vas based on Ceneraf Assembly

resofution j77 lV) lr'hich, in their opinionr vas uncons Lj tutional and i.Il-egal-.

Resolut-ion 17? (V) had scught to ur'ldermine the very foundations of the United

Nations by bypassing the Security Council and by conferring on the Assembfy poffers

rcscrvei'- by thc '1rarte; fot' t-]J Secrrj Ly CoL"nciL, r'rhjch tras the sole organ authorized
-io tahe meas:lres for Lne naintenance and testoratior of international peace and

securiiy. ResolLrtion i-(7 ft) vas conlrary to Articles 2\., 19 and,5I of the Charter.
L7. One delegation announced that it r^rould abstain on the vote on draft
resolui;ion A, While oirl-y a r0inor procedural change was proposed tn that draft
resofuLjon, rhe rule i nvolved, namely rute d (t), Cefined rhe procedure "or
convening emergency speci.al sessions of tbe General Assembly pul'suant to
resolution rTT (V). That resol-ution, in the opinion of this cle]egation, had the

effec of jnrloducin6 nodiflcations lnLo Lhe provisions of the Charter concerning

the division of functions between the Genera-]- Assembly and the Security Counc11.

Such mod;1-icatiol-s cou-Ld onl-y be nade by the amendment procedures specified in
the Charter 1t self.
18. A number of otber del-egations stated that, since the
l-ad t,cpr -a i .Fd. r.hF.\r i./e?6 ^r^r i--.i *-^cl"d their!ar!vv,UIIgJ4vfvLv}ruLvLI!vL\

?( r.' : I r-l i.nel i.rr of rcscl--- =.^ lontinuedrr.J vr fLllluLrul ltt \v/ dLu fLo I

FAc^l11liar, /,'7'7 1\/\ --^.'iA.,l +h-+ i{ rha qa.,r?i+1. ir.'rn.l l-/tt \,,/

,rF4yjhi +1r 
^f I.ha 16.h6,^h1- fcilFi ".1 cyercise its

for the *aintenance of internationel peace and security in

substance of rule B (b)

or{n vierrs xegarding the

applicabilitY.
because of fack of
primary resPonsibilitY
any case when there
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appeared ro be a threat, to the peaceJ breacn of the peace, or act of accrcssion,

the Cenera] Assemb-Ly shouLd ccnsider the ma+ler innediatefy \'/irh a viev r'o ma-King

appropr:iate recommendations to Member St,ates for coflective measures. 0n the one

h:rnd. -o or- ,pnind ll-i -r'l! L1^p corrrr.t-,r l^nrrr^i l .^r-l^ rlnnl: enfar"^e-etIt meaSUfeSIJ-qu vrr+Jr

binding on i4ember States. On the other hand, ther"e were felr Memt)er States vhich

considered rhat, when rhe Security Counci -L lailed Lo peTform jts funcLions, Lhe

nr-d?r1i?ari.n 'os .hr-rp]-rr -FliF\.pr .lf i+e .pcr.,n.ibifities fcr -he maintenance of

internar:ionaf peace and security. It had been prlecisely to he]p the United Nations

perform ibs d-fties [hat Lhe proceclure provided .for in resoluLian t77 (V) hacl ueen

instituted. That procedure had receivecl substantial support in the Special

committee on le:..e-heeping Operations. In iLC advi:ory opinioI., Certain &penseq

of the United Nations, the International Oourt of Justice had recognized that the

General -\ssembfy had the po\icr tc recommer'ld, ruL r-ot Lo inlpoSe, certain pcace-

keeping measul:c:. .he co nsl atu Lio nali Ly of resolul"ion )71 W) iias thercf'o-c
indispuiable,

D. Ir was al so sail thar to leprivc rl--c General Assembfy of ii-s pea('e-keepin€

T6.non. t,it'-.-. i4 rt-ocp l+.raa ^nr.\s6d 
,n re.-oJ-L,.tion Jll W) sought to co,

r.rouJ-d be unconstitutional. The maintenance of peace vas not the exclusive

nrerc)r-iivF .{ 'h. rrF6r Ptr,er: .earecr in rhe Sccur. ty Council ar-d Ll-e aha-rter

could not be inLcrpre'€o in thaL scr.se l.'iLhout ,o-rg liolencc ro i'. ya:rrenance

of the excfueive corpetence of the Security Council in the field of peace anil

cenrrrirw vjr.: .(]nj T.-a\t 1'(\ t1-a c^r'aFAi -v o ",,1rt-'Of all Star,eS l.lernoeI; Of th-

Organization. -Ln alry cvcnLJ Lhe rssue before the Comt"-il{ee hfS a mir-or proceduraL

change in rule 3 (b) and not the subsbarce of that rul-e ' As to substance, the

rul-e rema'-irer vali r Lntit iL uas cxpre:sly lecJareo ty Lhe Gereral '1sser'L'ly o be

nufl and vold. As to its proceCura.L asirccLrs, the rule rlust be brought into lire
vith the -,ext of the Charter, as amended'

VCTII]G

20. At lts B79th meeting, on 19 l{ovembe v L96, t the Sixth Coamittee voted on the

draft resolutions submitted. by ?eru (A/C.5/L.511).

Ircft resoluticn A \eo cdcpt(d by (l votes r'o 8, vjth 2 u.bslenLions-

Draft resol.rtions 3 anci C were adopied unaninously'
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RECCI,&EXTIATIONS 0F THE SfXTH CCtvil,lITTEE

2l-, The Sixth Committee therefore recoinmencls to the General Assembly the adoption

of the follovinE draft resolutions:

AmenCments to ihe rules of procedure of the Genera] Assembly
ccnseouenl; unon the e

s2 e United

The General- Asser4!l-y,

NotinE that the amendments bo Article 27 of the Charter of the United l'l-ations,

aoop'Leci by Lhe Genera. Assenoly :n -its resolution f99l- A (XVIII) of
l-7 trecember l-90J, came into force on Jl August 19b5,

Bearinq ir- mlrri thatr in accordance rrilh r"ul-e l,]+0 of lhc Ge'teral- Assembfyrs

rul-es of procedure, the ter:ms of office of f-he non-permanent nenbers of the
qo.rr?i 11' l^.rlh.i I ata.+^.1 irnlrrdirr' all *he-lLkrr.uJ uurrrL6 u"E r rsDrfu-r, rr-!!uuf r.6

r/lniI innr| ,Fn;\erc r.rl II ha,5in nn I .T.nrr-rv 1.146

I-lecides, 1rlth effect from I January 1965, to amend ruJ.e 8 (u) or its rules

of proceoure to provj.de that in ru-Ie 3 (b) the uord "seven" sha-Lf be replaced by

the r"rord "nine".

The General- 1ts sembl-y,

l{oting that the amendmcnts to Articl-e 21 af l]ne Charter of 1;he Unj.ted I'trations,

adopied by the ceneral Assernbly in its resclution I99f A (XVIII) of
1l lecember 1161, ca,re intc t'orce on J]. August 1!b!,

learing in mind L]nal. al" the electaon cf non-pel:mane!*b members of the Securlty

Council a: thc 'wcncie'h session oi lhe Ceneral ;,sscmbly effect musl be g:ven to
the increase in meidrership of the Council and to the transitional provisions

regar-ing -:cr:r s ol cfi:ce prov;oed ir ;r^ti cl-e 2J oI he Char-Fr as anended, and

rhat rlile 14-, of the rules of proceuurc of rhe Cenera-L Asscmbly, as amended by the
r^q, ,-.- :.- '.i | .r'n]1. 'or- 'h6 f iv<t | :-e at rne elecl-io:t Lo I e heJ-d at

+ha +a.antrr-fi r<+ LAc.,i^n
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Decides, I"rlth effect from l-

io n.t..'lr'oe lheL in r.ufe

word ''f lve".

.J anuary ryoor

_14' the woro

to anend rule 14J of the rules of

"three" shafl be repfaced bY the

The General- As selnbry,

I,iotine that the amendments to Artic]-e 5f of tne Charter of the United i'latlons,

aclcpted by the General As senrbly in its resolution f991 B (XVIII) of

tT Deceniber L96), carce into force on ,1 August 1965,

Bearing in min4 that aa the eLec-bion of menbers of the nconomic and Social

Councif at the iventieth session. of the General Assembly effect must be given to

the increase in membership of the Council and to the transitionaf provisions

regarding terms of office provided in Articfe 6l of the Charter as amend-ed, and

rhat rule -11.6 of Lhe rules oJ procedure of -Lhc Generat Assembly, as arnended by the

..aean+ r,-entrrrion- ,.ril I qihla, f^T tha fi?cl +i*e at .he elect,jon lO 1e lreld aL
rrl cDL-Lr L uJv-rurvrr,

the twenty-first se s sion,

Decides, with effect from 1 January 1966, ta amend rufe f45 of its rul-es of

proced-ure to provide that in rule f45 the ru'oral "six" shalf be leplaced by bhe I'to-Id

"nine".




