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QUESTION OF SOUTS I.TEST AFtrCA

Letter dated 2l Decenber t965 fron the Permanent Bepresentative
of South Africa to the Untrted Nations addressed. to the Presld.ent

of the General As senbly

I have the honour to refer to resolutlon I appear.lng at paragraph 23 of Lhe

report of the Fourth Coomlttee (A/6L6L) on the questlon of South West Africe.
The resolutlon 1n questlon, vhl ch vas approved in the General Aseenbly on

17 December 1955, contalns a number of giound.Iess eharges againet the Gove"nment

of South Afrlca, vhlch vere included d.esplte repeated- refutation by rqr delegatlon,
the most recent occeslon belne the statement nad.e ln the Fourth Comlttee on

9 Decelxber l-965.

I wi6h to refer 1n partl cular to operatlve paragraph 7 relating to the

v:ithdralral of aLleged. bases and. nllitary lnstall€,tlons in South l,(est Afrlca, My

d.eJ-egatlon w"tshes to reglster its regret that baseless asserblons of this nature

should., a6 enbod.ied- ln fesolution I mentloned above, becone part of the record6

of the United. Natlons ln splte of the fact that they are d.evoid. of truth and

heve been refuted. on Brerrious occaslons.

In connexion vitb thls charge f vtsh to infono you tbat South Afrlcats
all-eged. nilitari'latlon of South Wegt Afrlea 1s also one of the baslc eharges

brouglt agalnst it by the appl-1cant States at the Internatlonal Court of Justlce
end that the South African Government called an expert vitness to testify on thls
natter before the Courb, flie Fitness ltas General S.t.A. llarshalJ-, a vell-knovn
milita.ry e:rpert as adinJ tted for the recottl in the Internatlonal Court of Justlce
on 14 october L96, bV Mr. Gross, Counsel for the s,pplicant States, when the

latter d.eclared. "I am g1ad. to state ln the reco?d., Slr, thet you are ind.eed. a
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recognlzed uilitary authority and. wid.ely read- as suchri (!age 2l of Cour.t Record

o> /oL oa rne sa.rne care J .

General Marshall- testiflied. to the Court on that d-ate ' and after having

r,'Lsited. various parts of South West Africa in Aprl I and Septerober of L965 ' that
there were no nilltary bases 1n the Territory and that the Terrltory es such could

also not be rege,rd.ed. As a nilitary base. General- Marshallrs ovn words i.n reply

to the charge were: tMy ansver is no, I{ay I add that the Territory is less

Ellitarj zed. and r0ore und.er-armed. t'han any terrltory of its slze I bave ever

seen in the world.t' (paee 20 of court neccra 65/8r).
Itrthermo"e on the saue day when General Marshall l{as belng cross exanlned.

by Coulsel for the alplics,nt States on South Afrlcars alleged I'){ lltarlzation of
the Terrltory, Ivlr. Gross stated.: "I mey say this is the ftrst lnspection of vhich

the UnLted Nations ui 1l- have heard and this lnfomlation r'Ii 1I be transnltted to

themr' (page 22 of the sare Courb Record),

Althoug! Coungel for the tIfo appllcant States lntlnated to the Internatlonal
Court of Justlce that Generel Mar'ehall t s evidence on the non-nilitarizatlon of
South We6t Africa $ou1d be forward.ed. to the llnited NatLon6, the South African
d-elegatlon $'ishes to d.ra{ attentlon to the fact that, as far as is h:own, the

relevant inforr€,tlon hae not been passed. on to the Unlted Natlons, In f8.ct at
the f1r6t Besslon of tlxe General Assenbly after the foregoing d.eve lopment, the

unfound.ed charge of nll-itarlzatlon vas again repeated. in the United Nations es

in previous sessions.

In this brief reference to the testlnony given at the International Cou"t

on this mattel, it 1s not the intention of the South African d.elegatlon to
prejud.Se the decislon of the Court on the nllltarlzation charge or any other

matter before the Court. I wi6h to polnt out that evid.ence glven before the

Courb 1s of course not. subject to the sub judice rule, once it has been publlshed

in the Court Records. As the question of South Africals alleged nllitarizatlon
ot South West Afrlca r+ag ralged- at the twentieth session, despite the objectlons

of nS/ d.elegation, I consld.ered. lt proper and necessary to refer to the d.eta1led.

(

evid.ence glven to the Court about the non-militarization of the Terrltory.
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I shoufd be gyatefulr' Sxcellency, if you would arrange for this letter
to be circuleted. as an officlal d.ocument of the tr.ientieth sessiorr of the
Generaf Assenbly und.er iten 6p.

(sienea) M.I. B0TSA
Ambassad.or,

Pennanent Representative -




