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I. INTRODUCTION
N Election of the Chalrman

1. At a meeting held on 27 May 1965 at United Natione Headquerters, New York,
Mr. Kurt Waldheim (Austria) was unanimously elected Chalrman of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, to succeed Mr. Franz Matsch (Austria), who had
informed the Committee of his retirement from the foreilgn service of his country.
The verbatim record of the meeting was clrculated as document A/AC.105/PV.36.

Meetings of Sub-Committees

2. The fourth session of the Legal Sub-Committee was convened at United Nations
Headquarters, New York, on 20 September 1965. The Sub-Committee, under the
chairménship of Mr. Manfred Lachs (Poland) held sixfteen meetings and concluded the
work of the session on 1 October. The Sub-Committee’s report was circulated

as document A/AC;105/29.

3. The Scientific anfl Technical Sub-Committee d4id not meet in 1965, the
Committee having agreed, as stated 1n the interim report of the Bureau of

21 April 1965 (A/AC.105/27), thet the Sub-Committee's fourth session would be held
in 1966,

Seventh session of the Comrittee

L, The Committee held 1ts seventh session at United Nations Headquarters,
New York, from 5 to 8 October 1965 under the chairmsnship of Mr. Kurt Waldheim
(Austria). Mr. Mihail Haseganu (Romania) served as Vice-Chairman and |
Mr. Geraldo de Carvalho Silos (Brazil) as Rapporteur.
5+ The Committee held six meetings, the records of vhich were clreculated as
documents A/AC.105/PV.37-h2.
6. At its 3Tth meeting on 5 Qctober, the Commititee adopted the following agenda:
1. Statement by the Chairman.
2. General debate.
P International sounding rocket facilities.
k., Reports prepared by the International Telecommunicatioﬁ TUnion
(E/4037/A8d.1) and the World Meteorological Organization (A/AC.105/L.19).
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5. Report of the Legal Sub-Committee on the work of its ?our%h session
(A/AC.105/29).

6. Report of the Committee to the General Assembly.
In addition t0 the documents listed in the agends the following documents were
submitted for the informstion of the Committee: document A/AC.105/28,
information on facilities for education and training in basic subjects related
to the peaceful uses of outer space; document A/AC.lOB/L.lT, reproducing
paragraphs 37-43 of the second report (E/4026) of the Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and Technology to Development; and document A/AC.105/L.20,
reproducing paregraphs 67-72 of the thirty-first report (E/4029) of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination.
T.  'The opening statement by the Cheirman 1s reproduced in annex I. A statement
on the work of the Secretariat made by the Secretary of the Committee is
reproduced in annex IT. _
8. In the course of the general debate statements were made by the
representatives of Argentina, Australis, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary,
Ttaly, Japan, Poland, Romanla, the Unlon of Soviet Soclsallst Republiés, the
United Areb Republic, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
and the United States of America. The statements are reproduced in the verbatim
records of the 3Tth, 38th, 39th and 4Oth meetings.
9. Statements were alsc made by the representatives of the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and
the Committee on Space Research (COSPAR), who attended the session as observers.
The statements are reproduced in the verbatim records of the 38th, 39th and
Loth meetings. 4 stetement (A/AC.105/L.21) by the representative of the
International Atomlc Energy Agency (TAFA) was circulated at the Llst meeting.
10. The Committee considered the remaining items on its agenda at its 4Oth
and hlst meetings. The Committee adcpted its report to the General Assembly at
its 42nd meeting, on 8 October.
1l. The recommendations and decisioms of the Committee are set out below under

the appropriate headings.
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II. FERECOMMENDATIONS

12. The Committee reaffirms the recommendations contained in its report (A/5785)_
t0 the nineteenth sesslion of the General Assembly, under the headings of exchange
of information, encouragement of internaticnal programmes, education and training,

international sounding rocket facilitles and general.

International soundlng rocket facllities

15, 'The Committee Turther reaffirms its recommendation,‘cbntained in its report
to the nineteenth session of the General Assembly, that United Nations
sponsorship be granted to India for the continuing operation of the Thumba
Equatorial Rocket Leunching Station (TERLS).

Reports prepared by the International Telecommunlcation Union
and the World Meteorological Organization
k. The Committee notes with appreciation the progress reports prepared by the
International Telecommunication Union (E/LO37) and the World Meteorological
Organization (A/AC.105/L.19) and requests the two orgenizations to furnish
further progress reports to the Committee in 1966.

Meeting of the Worklng Group

15. The Commlttee recognizes the need for convening, on 18 January 1966, the
Working Group established to examine the desirability, organization and
objectlives of an international‘conference or meelbing to be held in 1967 on t@e
explorgtion and peaceful uses of ouber space, as well as to make recommendations
on the question relating to the participation in the said meeting of the
appropriate internationel organizgtlons.

16. ‘The Committee requests its subordinate bodies, 1f they so desire, to lend
any assistance which may be feesible after the.Wbrking Group has completed its
conslderation of the gquestion before i%.
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Report of the Legal Sub-Commitiee on the work of
its fourth session

17. The Legal Sub-Committee continued its considersgtion of ﬁhe draft agreements
on assistance to and return of astronauts and space craft and on 1iability for
damage caused by objects launched into outer space. It procééded with the
discuseion of certain provisions of the draft agreement on aésistance and return
and further clarification of positions were made. Although there was rapprochement
of views on some polnts, substaential difference of views remsined on other points
"and was recorded. As to the draft sgreement on lisbility, revised drafts were
submitted by the United States and Hungary, respectlvely, during the session. A
luseful exchange of vliews took place on & number of issues and asgreements of a
preliminary character were reached on some of them. An opinion was also expressed
that the Sub-Committee should immedigtely start working out an internatiomal
agreement containing legal principles governing activities of States in the
exploration and use of outer space.

18. The Committee takes note of the report of the Legal Sub-Comnittee on the work
of its fourth session. It expresses the hope that the Sub-Committee will be able
in the near future to overcome the existing difficulties and meke more progress.
The Committee recommends that the Legal Sub-Committee should resume its work in
the First part of 1966.

TIT. REGTSTRATION

19, In conformity with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of General Assembly
resolution 1721 B (XVI), the Committee has continued to receive information from
launching States concerning objects launched into outer space. Information has
been furnished by Italy, the USSR and the Unlted States; The informetion
recelved since the publication of the Committeels last report has been placed in
the public registry meintained by the Secretary-General in accordance with
resolution 1721 B (XVI) and has been circulated in documents A& /AC.105/INF.83-112,
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ANNEX T

Cpening statement by the Chairman, made st the 37th meeting
of the Committee on 5 Octcber 1965

In opening the seventh session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Quter Spece, I should like to recall some of the major events and achievements
in the exploration of outer space which we have witnessed since the gixth session
of this Committee was held in November 196k.

The past year has shown in & most comvineing manner that man has achieved
remarkable progress in the art of applying the law of the universe governing the
revolution of celestial bodies. The improved technique of launching man-mede
satellites in orbit arcund our planet, and the exceptional degree of control over
space-craft pursuing thelr lonely path to the moon and through the solar system
to other planets, are sufficient proof that men will ultimately be capable of
mastering the manifold technical difficulties with which he is confronted in
the adverse conditions of outer space.

In this connexion, I should like to congratulate both the Uniled States and
the Soviet Union for the outstanding success achieved in the exploration of
the planet Mars and the lunar surface. We heard this morning about the most recent
Soviet rocket launching to the ﬁoon, and I should like to take this opportunity to
express to the delegatbion of the Soviet Union my sincere wishes for the successful
cutcome of this exeiting undertaking.

Most important and fascinating, however, is the fact that the exploration of
outer space will not be limited to the electronic registration and collection of
data, but that men himself has selzed control over the instruments at his disposal
and has asserbed his place and demonstrated his superiority over the marvellous
but soulless machines which project him into outer space.

The year 1965 represents a-milestone in this development, and I should like
t6 express my admiretion for the genlug and courage of all those men who, through
their pioneering deeds, have freed men fram the bonds of gravity. The spectacular
"space walk" of Soviet Air Force officer Leonov and United States Army Major White
sre a first but decisive step towards the future role of man in ouber space.

Indeed, the whole world, both large and smell nations, follow the development
and progress in the exploration of outer space with incressing interest. Whilst

we are legitimgtely proud of these achievements, everyone of us is also full of
7
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hope thet the great prospects opening up before mankind as a result of man's entry
into outer spece will serve the common interest of all nations and will be used for
peaceful purposes only.

We must, therefore, endeavour to strengbhen this hope through extensive
international co-operation, and we must meke sure that we adopt in time adequate
solutions to the mumerous political and legal aspects of the exploration of outer
space.

T would, therefore, appeel to the members of this Committee, and in particular
to the major space Powers, that this Committee should reassert and strengthen its
role and strive in a spirit of compromise to achieve as wide an agreement as
possible, in order to enable the Committee to carry out without further delay the
mandate entrusted to it.

Distinguished members of the Committee, during the sixth session, which was
held from 26 October to 6 November 196L, you have adopted a report addressed to
the nineteenth session of the General Assembly, but which, due to circumstances
well ¥nown to all of us,. will now be submitted to the twentieth session of the
Genersl Assembly.

This report conbtains a number of encouraging and constructive elementg on the
exchange of information, on education and training, and recommends in particular
the encouragement of international programmes and the granting of United Nations
sponsorship to India for the continuing operation of the Thumba International
Equatorial Sounding Rocket Facility. If the recommendations of the Committee,
contained in its report, document A/5785, are - as we all hope - endorsed by the
General Assembly, we will have opened the gates to increased international
co-operation in the scientific and technical field of ouber space research. The
successful operation of the Thumba space centre in India has already demonstrated
thet a'pooling of the efforts of a number of countries is not only beneficial
to the advance of science, but also g significant symbol of effective international
collaboration. The Committee should, therefore, lend its continued support to
international projects which might be brought to its attention.

As the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee has not met since June 1964,
the only item of a sciemtific and technical agpect on our agenda iz the
congsideration of the progress reports of the Internastional Telscommunication Union
and the World Meteorological Organiﬁation. These reporits give us an interesting
picture of the extent to which artificial satellites are already used in the broad
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Tield of telecommunications and meteorological observations. Tﬁese Tislds, which
represent a direct and most convincing example of the tremendou§ possibilities of
the peaceful uses of ouber space, will already in the neer future play an important
role in the economic life of many countries.

In this connexion, I should like to draw the attention of the members of this
Committee to pages 21 and 22 of the report of the International Telecommmication
Union giving a description of the commmication satellite "Molnia I", which was
lavnched by the Soviet Union in April 1965. I should further like to refer to the
advancement of atmospheric sciences and thelr spplicstion in the light of
developments in outer space, as outlined in the report of the World Meteorological
Orgenization, where it is indiceted that the World Mebeorological Centres in Moscow
and Washington are now in full operation and that other centres are likely to be
establighed in Austrelia and in the tropical zones of the globe.

The World Meteorological Organization, relying for the time being mainly on
the TIROS operational =satellite system of the United States, as described in
annex D of the report, is thus advancing successfully towards the concept of the
"World Weather Watch", which holds great promise not only for technically advanced
countries, but also to a large extent fér the agricultural economy of the
developing countries, in particular those located in the troplecal areas.

Tn addition to the aforementioned reports, the members of the Committee have
received document A/AC.105/28, which was prepared by the Secretariat and which
contains Information on Facilities for Educetion and Training in Basic Subjects
related to the Peacelful Uses of Outer Space. The Secretarist hés also circulated,
at the request of the officers of the Committee and for the information of its
merbers, excerpts from the second report of the Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and Technology to Development (E/4026), and of the
thirty-first report of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (E/4029).
These excerpts are conteined in documents A/AC.105/L.17 and A/AC.10%5/L.20.

In connexion with these and other questions which might be of interest to
the merbers of the Committee, I would like to suggest that the Secretary of the
Committee, Mr. Abdel-Ghani, be given an opportunity of addressing the members of
the Committee at its present meeting.

I would now corment briefly on the work of the fourth session of the Legal
Sub-Committee, which was held in New York from 20 September to 1 October 1965,
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The Chair regrets that the Legal Sub-Committee, despite the efforts of its
members, and especially of its able Chairman, Professor Lachs, was not in g '
position to reach agreement on the draft convention on assistance to and return
of aétronauts and space vehicles. With regard'to the draft convenbion on lisbility
for damage caused by objects launched into outer space, one has to take into
account the legal complexity of the mabter, and it is therefore only fair to state
that the Sub-Committee did useful work in clarifying the positions involved and
narrowing the gaps with regard to a number of important principles.

Moreover, in its draft report the Legal Sub-Committee recommends that the
two draft agreements before it should be considered further at its next gession.
May I, therefore, in thanking Professor Lachs for his untiring efforts and his
skillful guidance in this impoftant field of actlon, express the hope that the
Legal Sub-Committee will, at its next session, be in a position to overccme the
remgining obstacles so that it may successfully carry out the mandate contained
in General Assembly resolution 1963 (XVIII).

As you are all awasre, the Committee, at its last session, in November 1964,
set up & working group, composed of all the members of this Committee, to examine
the desirability, organization and objectives of an international conference or
meeting, to be held in 1967, on the exploration and peaceful uses of outer arace,
ag well as to make recommendations on the'question of perticipation in the said
meeting of the appropriate international organization. It was agreed that the
working group should report to the Committee at its next session.

In this connexion, I should like to draw the attention of the Committee to
my letter of 20 July 1965, by which T informed all members of the Cormittee that
there appeared to be agreement smong the merbers that the working group should meet
between 7 and 10 September 19565. In a subsequent letter, dated 3 September 1965,'
I informed the members of the Committee that it had proved impossible to hold the
meeting of the working group, as previously suggested, between T and 10 September
1965.

In the meantime, I have been conducting, with the assistance of the officers
of this Committee, extensive consultations with all menbers of the Committee, with
the aim of finding & new date for the working group. While there seems to be
general agreement that the working group should meet as soon as possible, a great

number of members of the Cocmmittee have expressed concern that the heavy agenda of
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the twentieth session of the General Assembly would prevent them from carrying
out, in the careful and detalled manner which the question deserves, the complex
mandate given to the working group. In view of these circumstances, the Chair
has no better solution to offer than that he continue his efforts in order to
reach e consensus on the date of the meeting of the working group.

In conclusion, I should like to recall the agreement reached at the first
session of this Committee in March 1952 -~ en agreement observed at subsequent
sessions - that it will be the aim of all rembers of the Committee to conduct
the Committee's work in such a way that it will be able to reach agreement in its
work without need for voting. I trust that the members of the Committee will

agree to pursue this aim at our present session.
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ANNEX IT

Statement con the work of the Secretariet Ly the Secﬁetary of
the Ccrmittee, made ab the 37th reeting on 5 Celoter 1565

Since the adoption of the Committee's report to the nineteenéh sesglon of the
General Assembly, the .Secretariat has been able to meke reasonable progress in
carrying out the functions entrusted to it by the Committee, in a brief stetement
of ‘this kind, T will touch upon the more impoftant points of interest t& the
Committee.

First, under the heaaing of "Exchange of information”, the Committee will
recall that in itslrepqrt (4/5785) to the nineteenth session of the General Asserbly,
paragraph 34 I called for the preparation end up-dating of reviews on national and
international co-operative spaée activities, on activitles and resources of the
United Fations, the specialized agencles, and 6ther competent internatiohal
organizetions and bodies relating tc the peaceful uses of outer space, on
bibliographies and abstracting services, and, finally, on educatibn and training.

Work on these reviews ls proceeding satisfaétorily. With.the contlnued
co-operation of Member Btates, as well as of the specialized agencies and various
interested and reglonal organizations, we anticipate no difficulty in producing the
reviews in time for the requested deadline inm 1966. In conformity with
paragraph 13 Bl of the Committee's report, Member States willl shortly be requested
to furnish the Secretary-General with Ilnformation on new developments and
achievements for inclusion in the review of national and international co-operative
space activities, whlch 1s due to be presented to the Sclentliflc and Technical
Sub-Committee at 1ts forthcoming session next year. The Secreﬁariat intends to
issue a new .edltion of the review (A/AC.105/26) which was published a few months
ago under the title "Space Activities and Rescurces: Review of United Netlons,
International and Netional Programmes”. | | _ | _

T might also mention the steps taken to implement the Cammittee'é request,
in paragraph 15 D 1, for a report on existing materlial aimed at ensuring popular
understanding of the purposes and potentialities of space activities, and the means
by which new materiel, i1f needed, might be prepared and made available. As a first
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step, we have undertaken a survey of existing materiel, to which, so far, over
forty countries and orgasnizations have contribubed bibliographic informetion or
suggestions. The survey will provide a basis for the Secretary-General's
recomendations to the Sclentific and Technical Sub-Commitbee.

In a releted reocrmendatlion, in paragraph 13 D 2, the Committee requested the
Secretary-General to discuss with COSPAR the status of COSPAR's preparation of
technical manuals and consider how the publicetion and distribution of this technleal
iiterature might be encouraged. COSPAR has prepered twe manuals, one on the
optical tracking of satellites and the other on the establishment of a
rocket-launching facility. These are two toplecs of particular Interest to the
developing countries and others embarking on small-scale space programmes. COSPAR
has already put forward the manual on optical %racking of satellites; it was
prefaCed by Dr. Martyn, Chalrman of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. The
Secretarlat was able o provide financial assistance to COSPAR for the publication
and distribution of the two manuals.

In this regard it gi?es the Secretariat pleasure to state that we are in
constant contact with COSPAR, and during its last session in Buenos Aires I had the
velusble opportunity of dlscussing with the President of COSPAR, Professor Roy, and
with many of his collaborators, several of the questions of common interest to
the Committee and COSPAR.

St111 under the heading of information, I may mention the calendar of space
conferences which the Secretariat is now issuing on an experimental basis end also
the steady development of the Outer Space Affairs Groupr Library. The most recent
calendar was circulated to deiegations last month, and soon they willl recelve a
list of the Library's holdings of meterial on space research and technology. With
regard to registration, the space Powers continue to furnish the Secretary-General
with information regarding their launchings and the information has been placed in
the public reglstry maintalned by the Secretary-General and has been widely
circulated tc Member States and circles concerned with the matter.

Before concludlng thils part, I wish to mention that the two informal pagpers
prepared and circulated by the Outer Space Affairs Group to members of the
Committee - the menthly survey of space events and the bimonthly diéest of space
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studies - have been well received by many Committee members, with comments and
suggestions, and this encourages us to continue to try to Improve this project.

Turning to the questicn of enccuragement of International programmes,‘the
Secretariat has, in conformity with the Committee's recommendations of 196k,
begun prelimlnary consultations on navigation satelllites with the two specialized
ggencies concerned, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organlzaticn and
the Internaticnal Civil Avistion Organization. At the sane time, the competent
authorities of some of the countries represented in this Committee have conducted
studies on the question, and we think that 1t 1s appropriate - if there is no
objection - to contact these authorities and acquire the availaﬁle Infeormetion on
their studies. The assembled background meterial and the acquired informetion will
be put before the Scientific and Technical Sub-Commlttee when 1t takes up the
matter. |

In the field of educatlon and training, the Secretariat has continued to
complle material from govermmental and other reliable sources. A decument
(A/AC.105/28) was issued recently reproducing the informetion furnished to date by
Member States regarding facllities for educatlon and training, ineludlng the
availability of scholarships and fellowships. Further documents of this nature
will be issued on a continuing basis, as requested by the Commitiee. In additicn
we shall provide, as requested by the Committee, the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee at its next session with ample Informeation on the subject of facilitles
for education and training in haslic subjects related to the peaceful uses of outer
gpace. The report to be presented to .the Sub-Committee wlll attempt to provide the
'Sub;Committee with a complete picture of training opportunities, inelnding those
aveilable through the specialized agencies.

Dealing wilth the work of the Secretarilat in this field, I think it is
necessafy to bring to the attentlion of the Committee that the Administrative
Committee on Co-crdinatlon has attached perticular importance to the question of
education and training in the space field. In its meeting early last summer, under
the chairmanship of the Secretary-General and with the perticipation of the heads
of speciallzed agencies, the Committee stated the foilowing in paragraph T2 of 1ts
report, extracts of which have been circulated in document A/AC.105/L.20:

/...
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“The ‘question of treining is one of the most important facing the
United Nations femily in the space field and is of direct, practlcal concern
to many countries, particularly in areas such as communications where aspace
technology is alreamdy being applied on an inecreasing scale. What 1s envisaged
by ACC is a relatively modest programme designed to support and, vhere
appropriate, supplement existing programmes. If rescurces permitted, funds
might, for example, be provided to assist in the provision of fellowships,
travel to seminars, the organization of training courses, etc. It was noted
that the Outer Space Committee had called for assistance to increase the value
of TERLS, the internationally sponsored sounding rocket launching site in
India, as a training centre. In this connexion, 1t was noted that the
establishment of meteorclogical sounding rocket programmes, which require only

very simple launching facilities, could provide a good way for countries to
enter the space field,"

In accordance with the gbove-mentiocned statement, the Outer Space Affairs
Group submitted‘to the speclalized agencies concerned a plan for a twofold but
modest programme as it was envisaged by ACC. On one hand, it 1s proposed %o
establish a joint fellowship fund under the aegls of the Cuter Space Committee %o
asslst sclentists and technicians from the developing countries to obtain a broad
education and training in the space fleld. On the other hend, it is proposed that
a pilot treining summer course be organized Tor the benefit cof trainees from one
of the regions aspiring to take part in space technology. These suggestions are
now ﬁnder conslideration by the specialized agenciés concerned, and it is gratifying
that they have met with a Ffavourable response from the World Meteorologlcal
Crganization.

However, it is necessary to state here that, in making these suggestions, care
has been taken to base them on the principle that tralning activities under the
ausplces of the Outer Space Commlttee should be so designed as to avoid duplicaticn
of programmes at present being carried cut on & bilateral basis or by individusal
agencies or international institutes. In this regafd, we benefited to0 a great
extent from the discussions we had with several competent people, especially in
COSPAR, and its Working Group I, which is concerned wiﬁh the gquestion of education
and training. '

In conclusion, I wish to state that in our work we have benefited greatlf from
consultations with our colleagues in the specialized agencies, through the meeting
of the Inter-Agency Working Group oun outer space matters, which comprlses

representatives of the United Nations Secretariat and the specialized agenciles

fone
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; concerned, as well as through the constent contact with their liaison officers in
. the Headguarters. "

I should like also to place on record an appreciation of the co-cperation we
have received from COSPAR, with which we establiShed a close and effective working
reletionship, and alsc with other internationsl and reglonal organizatlons éoncerngd
with outer space matters. In lts recent meeting in Athens, last month I found the
International Astronautical Federation ready to co-cperate with the United Nations
Secretariat in areas of common interest to the Committee and the Federation,
especlally in the field of popular understanding of space matters.

Last but not least, under the enlightened guidance of you, Mr. Chairmen, and
the guidance of the distinguished Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur of the Committée,
and with the assistance of the members of the Committee, and that of the‘eminent
selentists who compose thé Sclentifie and Technical Sub-Commitiee, my colleagues
and myself find that their part, medest as it is, in promoting international

co~operation in the peaceful uses of cuter space a‘pleasant and rewarding Job.
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