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t. At it6 l-rr6th plenary meeting, on 2l+ Septemb er Lg65, the General Assembly

al-located to the Second CoinnLttee agenda iten l+5 entitled I'pernanent sovereignty
over natural- resou"ces: report of the Secretary-General-rt.

2, The Connittee discussed this iten at lts t010th, lol-5th and lofth to
lopth meetings on 9 and 14-16 December lp6!.
t. In considering the item, the Corunittee had before it a note by the Secretary-
General- (A/&fi); a report of the Secreta"y-General on permanent sovereignty over
natural resources (Ah8l+a); the sunmary record.s of the fJJJlh to L11Tth meetings
of the Economlc and Social- Council (E/SR.L711-I1)7); and, the repo"t of th€
ncono!0ic and Social- Councll to the General Assembly at its nineteenth session.g

The Corooittee also had before lt tro draft resolutions the texts of whi.ch

reploduced respectively in sections I and IT belov.

4.

are

The delegations of leyl-on and

I
Ecuador subnitted a draft resol-ution

(A/C.2/L.806 and Add,L), whjch read as fol-Lows:

of pernanent sovereignty over natural weal-th and resources mad.e pursuant to
ceneral Assenbly resolution fBo, III (XVff),

L/ Offical Records of the General Assemblv. Nineteenth Session- SuDDlenent No. 1
\A/>tjat), chapter IIf, section V.
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"Noting that the S ecretary-Generat has in his studies (U/55ff) on the
status of permanent soverelgnty over natural wealth and resources gathered
and presented. valuable information on lleasures taken by States to ensure the
protection of sovereign rights while encouraging international- co-operation
ln the fiel-d of econox0ic develoDment.

C

"@!g!3g that many developing
a greater infl-ow of pri.vate investment
anxiety on the part of both investors
constitute a maJor impedinent to such

countries ale desirous of obtalning
capital, but that uncertainty and

and capital recipient count"les
an inflow"

t'Cot!-ig""ing that such uncerteinty and anxlety uould be substantially
dininished, and a g"eater infl-ow of investnent caBltal assured, tf certain
stenda/ds and procedures for the investment of fo"eign capital- in the
developing. countries vere prepared under the auspices of the United Nations,
having regard, on the one hand, to the importance of ensuring that such
investment does not injure but prorootes the interests of the econo!0y aDd of
the national"s of the country importing such capltal and, on the other hand,
to the fact that lf 6uch investnent is to be attracted to the developi-ng
countries, reasonable security for such investoent is required,

"Cgn"!{gtig that the data already presented by the
studies provid.e a sufficient basis for the conmencement
preparation of such standa"d.s and proced.ures,

Secretariat 1n its
of lro"k toi,rards the

"fsggglf* the Secretary-General, with a view to the conmencenent of work
toh'erds the forroul-ation of such stand.erds and proced.ures, to submit to the
General Assembly at its twenty-first session a report indicating the various
matters that would need to be dealt with in formul-ating such standards and
procedures, together with examples of existing legislative and treaty
provisions and other appropriate infornation u-ith respeet to each of such
roatters . rr

This d"aft resolution rrras j.ntroduced by the representative of Ceylon at the

l0 ]oth oeeting.
6, At the l0l5th meeting, the Connittee had before it a revised text
(e/C.Z/L.BO6/Aev.1) of the draft resolution in uhich the following changes had

been introduced:
(a) The fo llowing new paragraph had been inserted at the beginning of the

preamble:

"!Sg.L!& the Decl-aration on Pernanent Sovereignty over Natural Wealth
and Resources set forth in its resolution IBO, (fftf),t';
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(b) The beginning of the fourth ( now fifth ) preambula" p€rag"aph xas

nodified to read:

"@!lsl!!g that such uncertainty and anxiety could be substantially
dininished .,.rt;

the word rrSystentr'nas inse"ted. after the word,s I'prepared under the auspices of
the United Nationsrt; and the foJ.loving \,ro"ds deLeted: ttdoes not injure buttrl

(") fbe fixst part of the fifth (now sixth) p"eambular paragraph as revised
to 

"ead:
ttCogg-!@lgg that the data and other rel-evant naterial-s al-"eady presented

by the United Nations, the IBRD anrl other competent international- bodies in
thei" studies p"ovide a sufflcient basis ...'r,
(a) The first part of the operative .paragraph was revised. to read:

t'&S,Sjt the Secretary-General, in co-operatlon rrith the lnternational-
bodles concerned, to subnoit to the Econonic and Social" Councll and to the
General Assembly at its tr,renty-first sesslon a report indicating ...rr.

At the 10 fpth meetlng, the Union of Sovlet SociaList Republics subnj"tted the

fo lIor{lng amendnents (A/C.2/L.859) to the draft resolution ln document

ii'

b

"Noting that there are
of States over their natural

still- instances of the vioLation of the soverelgnty

"qolqlqeling that the consol-idation of the sovereignty over natural
resources is of great practJ.cal i-nportance fo3 the progress of the econony
of developing countries and for the strengthening of thetr economic
i ndanarAanna tl

(b) The operative paragraph nas to be 
"eplaced 

by the foL1-owing two

nq7,a.rFqnhq.

"1. Declales that tbe United Nations should exercise maxlmun concelted
of the Eovereignty of devel-oping countriesefforts ained at the consolidation

over their natural- resources:

rr2. Appeals to all States to refrain from actio4s, direct or indirect,
sovereigh rights of a State with regard to 1tspreventine the exe"cise of the

natural resourceg.tt

t /c.z/t .&6/nev.r.
(a) Ttre fou"th, fifth and sixth prearnbular paragraphs rrrere to be repl-aced

by the fo }lowlng text:



A/6L96
Engl-ish

rl,

U, The delegations of A1eeria, 99841!, the United Arab Republ-ic and the

"jliteceneraf-as!94f{,
f'Recall-ing its xesolutions 5el (\rf) of 12 January L952, 626 (Vff)

2L December L9r2, L1]-S (XV) of 15 December 1-!60 and $0, (XVII) of
I+ Irecenoer lyoz,

United Repgbl-lc_llTanzania submitted a draft resolution (A/C.2/L.B2B and Add.l)
which read as follovs:

of

"ESSg.g!3!g, that natural resources of the developing countries constitute
a basis of their economic developroent in general and of their lndustrial
progress in particular,

ttlggging_i4_si4{ that na,tural resources of the developing countri,es are
extraustible and in many caEes Limited and that their proper expLoitation
deternines the conditlons of the econonic devel-opment of those countries on
a very long term,

"tonli4gqi4g that the best r.lay of ensuring pelmanent sovereignty of the
developing countries over their naturaL ?esour.ces is their exploitation and
marketing by thernselves and that hence it is necessary to create condi.tions
conducive towerds the attainment of this end.

'' r. lecLa?es
conce"ted effort to

that the United Nations should undertake a maxinum
ensure the permanent sovereignty of the developing

countries over their natural resourcesj

"2. States that such an effort should first of all lead to the hlghest
possible a$lE-of util-ization of natural resources of the developiTrg
countries by themselves;

'1. Recogni_zes the rieht of the developing eountries to increase their
share on the administration, advartages and profits derived from the
exploitation of their natural resources when it is carrled out by foreign
capital;

n4. Colsidel! that in cases when natural resources of the developLng
countries 6F-ExpGiteO by foreigners, the latter should be responsibl- for
the prope" t"aining of indigenous personnel i-n al-l fiel-d6 connected with
such expl-oitation;

"r. Becognizes that the devel-oping countries, which in their st"lving to
ensure permanent sovereignty over their natural resources und.ertake or extend
their e:eloitation by themsel-ves, shoul-d have f"ee access to indispensable
sources of supply of capital good.s and kno'!r-how;
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tt6. Recognizes also that national- and inte"natlonal organizations, set
up by the deyeloping countries for the narketing of the resources which they
are exploiting, can play a si-gni.fieant rol_e in ensuring the pernanent
sovereignty of those countries in this fiej-d, and as such, they should be
recognlzed and encouraged;

t'7, Recommends to the regional economic con-missions of the United Nations
for Asia and the Far East, for f,atin America and for Africa to discuss as soon
as possible the question of the permanent sovereignty over the natural
resources in the countries of the regions concerned, as tyel-l as the problem
of economi.c util-izati.on of these resources in the national- interests of their
peoples;

nB. Requests the Secretary-General:

(") to co-ordinate the activities of the Secretariat in the fietd of
natural resources with that in the field of industrial d.evelopnent;

(l) to und.e"take necessal:tf steps in o"d.er to facilitate through the
r4ork of the Econoraic Proj ections and Programming Centre the inclusion of
natural resources of the developing countries into programmes of their
accelerated, econonic grow'bh;

(") to subnit to the twenty-second segslon of the General Assenbly a
progress report on the pernanent soverelgnty of the developing countries over
their natu"al resources in r+hich particuLar attentlon should be given to
the siudy of neasures taken by the developing countries in orde" to ensure
their sovei.eignty over their natural- resources as qelL as of such Beasures
which mey prevent the viol-atlon of such sovereignty.'l

This draft resol-r.trtion vas introduced by the representati.ve of Poland at the
'1C)1fl{-h naa+ i nr!v+vvrr r!!v w4rb.

9. At the loJ-lth meeting, Sudan joined the sponsors of the draft resolution.
t0. trt the IOUth meetlng, the Comnlttee received amend.ments by the United States.

of Ameri-ca (1,/C.Alf .B>l) to this draft "esol-ution, whieh were as fol-l-ows:

The fourth preambul-ar paragraph was to be del-eted;

Operative paragraphs I and 2 nere to be replaced by the foJ-lowing text:
(a/

"L. Reiterates 1ts recognition, as set forth in General Assembly
resol-utj-on-T6i-(F[), that a]-l- countries enjoy pernanent sovereignty over
their natu"al resources:

Recognize€ that the exercise of that sovereignty in the
of the developing countries nay require the co-operativeinterest

the r.rorl-d

best
effort of

investnent ard t"ading coonunityrr;
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(") The latter part of operative paragraph Jr reading "to increase their
share in the adndnistration ,,.r' to the end of the paragreph was to be repl-aced.

by the fo 1-Ioi+ing text: rrto conclude with foreign investors mutual-fy satlsfactory
aruangements for the developrnent of their natural- vesourcestt.

(a) The words ttare e:iploited by forelgners, the l-atter shoul-d be responsibl-e

for thet' in operative paragraph 4 r'rere to be 
"eplaced 

by the follolring terb: "are
devel-oped with the assistance of foreign investment, there aust be ,..".

(u) Operative paragraph 5 was to be revlsed as foLLows:

"5. Recognizes tha,t the developing count?ies, in exerclse of their
Tequire fair access topernanent sovereignty over their natulal resources,

sou?ces of capital goods and know-how;"

(f) Operative paragraph 6 was to be replaced by the foll-ov:ing texts

t'6. Recogniges the rol-e of national and international- organizations of
the developing countries in the optiroum marketing of their resources;rt

(g) The wo"ds ttBgternng4qg tott at the beginning of parag"aph 7 were to be

replaced by the lords ttDrav" th" att.rrtion ofrr, and the l3tte" part of the paragraph

beginning 'rto discuss a,s soon as posslble ...rrws6 to be repLaced by the lJords
ttto this resolutionrt.

(h) The fiords "and in othev fields and rr'ith the ryork of the United Nations

conference on Trade and Developnent and the app"op"iate special-ized agenci-esf lrere

to be inserted at the end. of operative paragraph B (a).
(i) Operative paragraph B (c) was to be revised. to read as fol-lor^'s: ttTo

report to the General Assenbly on.this item as appropriate. rt

tl. The representative of Chile made an appeal to the Corunittee that this item

should be postponed until- the twenty-flrst session. The representative of Pol-and

agreed that the Conoittee no l-onge" had the time to have a thorough discussion of
the question of permanent sovereignty over natural resources, and his del-egation

was prepared to agree to postponement of this iteo until the next session of the

Assembly on the understanding that the Second Comnittee vould at that time

organize its work in such a way as to allow the necessary time for the conside?ation

of this item.
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12. The Committee adopted by acclamation the procedural suggestion that
consideration of item lt! be postponed until- the next session of the Assembl-y.

RECOMMENDATION OT' TI]E SECON! COI,IMITTEE

L1. The second cornnittee therefore recommends to the Generar Assembly that this
item should be postponed until the tr^renty-first session.




