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TASS STATfl"IENT.

Reports have been received in the past fetr days to the effect that the
i-mperia)-ist and colonialist forces are prepa.ring for a fresh crime against the
peoples of Africa. There i"s talk of pl-ans to turn Southern Rhodesia - the coultry
of the Zlrababwe African peopl-e, who are cruel-Iy olpressed by the United Ki-ngdon

colonizers and the l-ocal rvhlte r€,cists - into a racist State on the nod.el of the
Republic of South Africa. The activity of the Southern Rhod.esian white racists in
this direction has gyown especial-Iy intense slnce the recently conpleted round. in
the series of negotiations between their teader lan Smith and- the heads of the
United Kingdo@ Government. On his return from London, Srnith stated that the

" ind.ependencerr of Southern Xhodesia would. be proclajjned in the very near future.
It is no secret frolo anyone that the retention of power in Southern Rhod.esia

in the hands of the r,rhite racists is part of a broader ptan of the {rnferial-ist
and. col-onialist forces, of the United. Kingdom, United. States, West Gerloan and other
nonopolies. Their aj-m is to set an obstacle in the path of conplete l_lberation
for Africa, to keep at least the southern part of the African eontj-n ent under
their sway.

A special- rol-e in this entertrrrise 1s assigned. to Southern Rhod"esia, which
occupies an importa.nt posLtion at the centre of the colonia]. front dral,m up against
the lndepend.ent African States and the movements of national liberation of the
African peoples.

The conversion of Southern Rhodesia into an "i::depend.ent" white racistst State
'wouId unquestionably have intolerable, far-reaching consequences for Africa; it
would set up a nerE breeding-ground of danger to international- peace.

It is natural- that, in relation to the quest!.on of Southern Rhc'deeia,

partlcular attention shoul-d nov be focussed on the position of the United. Kingdom

Government, r,rhich bears the responsibility for everything that happens i.:o that
colony an{1. whose d.irect duty, after putti_ng an end to the attenpts to turn the
country of the Zimbabwe into a racist State, is to grant its people genuine

independence. Just what is that position?
The United Kingdom Government states not only that j-t does not support the

Southern Rhod.es ian racists but that it even j-::tends to optlose the execution of
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their plans. However, activity j-n the ruling circl-es of the United Kingdon, at
any rate until recently, ind.icates the opposite. As long ago as 1!61, hen the
racist Constitution of Southern Rhod.esla was jntroduced, the United Kingdon
transferred. authority over the countryrs African population to the white einority,
Af,ter that the Udited. Kingdom Governlaent, notwithstandjng the decisions of the
United. Nations, handed over to the local Southern Rhodesian authoritles a large
quantity of rnod ern i.teapons. fn fact the United Kingdoll Government fostered the
formation of an anti-Afrlcan alliance betneen the Southern Rhodesian racists, the
Portuguese colonizers and the inhuraan regj$e in the Bepublic of South Africa, an

alliance which now s e?ve,s as the main buttress of colonial_ism in the southern
part of AfTica.

The anxlety sholrn by many African States in the Organization of Afrlcan Unity
in connexion with events l-n Southern Rhodesia is well understood in the Soviet
Union, The Soviet peopl-e, vho unswervingJ-y support the cotonial peoples' struggle
for freedon and. ind.epend.ence, are wholJ-y on the slde of the Zlmbab\,re people and

support their demands for abrogation of the racist Constitution of 1961, for the
tel-ease of all fighters for the countryr s freed.om fron the prisons and

concentratlon camps2 for el-ections on the basis of the denocratic principle of
"one man, one votert, aird fcr the i-nmediate application to the cormtry of the
Zimbabwe of the United Nations Declaratlon on the granting of independence to
col-oni€,l countries and peoples,

Tn keeping irith this position of principle the Scviet Uni.on has supported, at
the trqentieth session of the United Nations General Asserablyl a resolutlon
deeanding that the perpetuation of racLst rul€ should" not be pernitted in Southern

Rhodesia and calling u?o4 al-1 States Menbers of the United Nations not to accept

the rtindependence" of Southern Bhod.esia if it is proclaimed. by the wl:ite xoinority.
the position taken in authoritative Soviet circl-es is that, if the Southern

Shod.esian xacists p"oceed. to counit a crj-njna,l- act and legalize thelr racist
regilte in Southern Rhodesia, the Soviet Union wilf not recognize that regi-n0e and

wl}l co-operate r.rith the Af"ican countries in extending all possible support to
the four-nill-ion- strong Zjrbabwe people in their just and lavful struggle for
freedom and genuine national ind.ependence.

2J October LQ6J




