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Nqlg by the Secretary-Genera!

At its 1l96th plenary meeting, on lB December 1962, the General Assembly

adopted resolution fB15 (XVIT) on consideration of principles of international

lav concernlng friendly relations and co-operation among States ln accordance

vlth the Charter of the Unj-ted Nations. In operative paragraph 4 of that

resolutionl the General Assembly requested Member States to subnit to the

Secretary-General in writing, before 1 JvLy 1961 t any vie1"Is or suggestions th8't

they night have on that item, and particularly on the subiects enumerated ln

paragralh 5.
Th yrr?crrar.1F l)f i.h e above-mentioned resolution, the Secretary-General '

by a note verbale dated B February Ip6J, requested the Governnents of l4ember

States to conmunlcate theiT vievs and suggestions before I J;uLy L96t '

3y 15 JuIy 1961, line Governments of Afghanistan, Brazil, Canada' Colombia'

Czechoslovak SoCiatist Republic, Israel, Jamaica, Madagascar, Ni"gelia, Poland''

sierra Leone, Tanganyika, Unlted Kingdom of Great Brj-tain and Northern frefand'

and Yugoslavia had conmunicated their observations on the item'

In coomunications addr€ssed to the secretary-GeneraL r ttre Goverrurents of

Cambodia, Nepal, Norway and Sud.an stated that they had no conments '

Any conment s recerved after 5 August 196, will be circulated later as

ad.d.enda to the present document.
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was u_nder the consi_deration of the
the General Assembly. Afghanistan

1. AFGHANISTAN

lYansmitted._ly a no!e. Jerbale daled I Mqy 196J !Lr1q_t]rufermanent Mi s +on_q! j{shggi$gn

Englis$
The vie'irs of Afghanistan on this tolic .Fexe exi,ressed fuL1y l,rhen the item

because of the paranount need in our tlne for frr-endfy rer_ations and. co-operation
among States.

The Charter of the United Nations, signed. on 26 June Lgl+j, \ral the grear:es.r
deveLopment in the field of positlve i.nternationar- co-operation. The conpr-etion
of the charter vour-d not have been possibr-e if the peopr-e and coverrxnents had not
been notivated by the greaiest d.esi.re of mankincr, nanely the maintaining of world
peace and secr.rri,ty in a vor]d devastated. by .r{ar. The rnain ,objectlves of the
charter, as stated- ln its preambr-e and" arso in Articre f, are .bhe naintenance of
international- peace and- sec*ity and the creation by positive action of those
conditions of stability and verr--being under rh'ch peace wour-d be most rikely to
lxevail. The acceptance of these principfes by ll-O nations, more than tvice as
nany as thoee rahich fi?st pfedged themselves elghteen years ago, pute the
positive internationaf raw with its principr-es of peaceful co-operation and.
friendfy refatLons on a very high universal ground..

Tn 1!l!, a great n]:mber of countrles, includ-ing Afghanistan, i_n the hj.storic
conference which took pface in 3andung (fndonesia), pleilged. themsel-ves to a
D€claration' rt is in this docrunent thail practicar steps were taken for creating
a better and more happy and friendfy r,/orfd. Afghanistan berieves that in any
consideration of the princi_ples of international co_operation, a study of the
principfes of landung $hould take priority.

In I96L, the non-allgned countries produced in Belgrad.e anojjher
of world irportance, vhich courd be considered. another m estone in
for vorl-d peace. Afghanistan took an active part in the draftina of
dec]aration.

Legal Committee of the seventeenth seseion of
consid.ers this topjc of great importance

declaration
the strugg]-e

this
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Afghanistal , as shor^'r] by ibs internabional !o.l-icy, viII a}+ays support any

rrleasures tovards the strengthenlng of world peace and stabllity. The Afghan

Delegation, during the sjJdeenth and seventeenth sessions of the Gene"al Assembly,

took an active ]]art vhen the topic of rr?rinciples of interr:otional lav concerning

fTiendfy relations and co-oleratlon among States in accordance r,rith the Charter

of the United Nationsrr was und-er consid.eration. Afghanlstan was al-so among the

co-sponsors of d-raft reroLution A/C.6/L.5}9, and resolution 1B]5 (XVII) vhich

was flnally adopted by the unanimous vote of the Assembly.

In futr;re Assemb.lies when this item ccmes for ccnsj,deration, Afghanistan

will continue to work in co-operation r'r'ith other Menber Nations for the purpose

of codificatlon of bhose principles oI international fan r,rhich vil-l serve peace

and create a better r,/or].d.
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t BRAZIL

Transr0itt ed-by_g_Eq,b e verbale -*!!S4_29 ygy
Perreanent lli ssion of Brazil

f96J qgn tbe

that the mere show of force,
'which can be clearly infened.
the use of force to be

shou.l-d. be
. irrri /l i F^-i

produce certain
requires that
international

l:Original text3 Engftsb/

(a) It is ad.visable to make eq)licit the fact
given the intention of exerting pressut:e on a State
from objective clrcumstances, constitutes a form of
condemned.

(b) One of the aspects of the problen of the peaceful- sol-!.tion of
controversies that could. be expl-ored. is that relating to the creatj.on of a process

under the auspices of the Unlted Nations for the consj_deration of pragmatic and
balanced. solutione for conflictlng economic interests whlch frequently are at the
root of controversies. Isolating these elements during the inltlal phases of the
controversles end seeking to reconcife opposing interests in accordance with the
princlp1es and the very phil-osophy of the Unj.ted Nations in the field of
international- econonic co-operatj.on might avert excessive politlcizing of the
controversy or situation and facilitate its sol_ution. It r,roufd" be a method. that
would. combine some concifiation and some med.iation because its end- result wou1d.

be a specific reconmendation and because, although it rlight eventual]_y be handled
th::ough a subsidiary organ of the Unj-ted Nations, it shoul_d. be free of fornalienx
and. also free of publiclty, at least in the initlal phase.

(") ft wou]-d be tinel-y to study some corollaries of the principle of
non-intervention as, for example, the duties of States to refrain from
interfering j-n the cl,vil strifes of other States; the obl_igation, which is
absolutely indispensabl-e for friendly relations, to neither foment nor tolerate
subversi.ve actlvitles directed against another State, etc.

(d) Certaln consequences of the sovereign equallty of Sjrates
explored as to their practical effects. Although this equality is
not a de facto concept, it vou_Ld be loglcal thair it should in fact
consequences. The feast that can be affirmed is that the principle
it be presumed that the j-nternat j.onal_ aareements and resolutions of
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organisms cannot be interpreted in a nanner contrary to lt. It can further be

admltted. that the principle of equafity implies, in certain cases, rmequal

treatnent for sovereign States, vhen required. to compensate for the inadequacies

of the veaker or less developed. States. fhere is thus a tend.ency to achieve an

approximate balance of interests and. to preserve the very essence of the notion

of sovereign equal1ty.

One of the fmdamental principl-es of the United. Nations, of the greatest

importance to friendly refations betveen States, j-s that calUng for international
economic co-operation aining at the economic and social- d.evelopment of the

under-d.eveloled States. OutUned ln the United Nations Charter, this princlple
has graduelly emerged more clear$, is in the process of being expressed.

fornally in the trDeclaratj.on on lnternational economic co-operationtt and. has been

exerting its influence on alL United Nations actlvities in the econonric and soclal

spheres. Apart from the specific lecl-aration cited above and of its treatment by

speclalized organs, hazif believes that the principle has taken form sufficiently,
has advanced beyond the loint of being a principle of politicaf and economic

convenience or a moraL principle to becone a truly general prlnclple of
internationa] lav, in the tight of rrhlch both cuctonary and conventlonal- ruLes

on internationaf economic issues mr.rt be interpreted. or even reviewed". A

correct statement of the principle, vhich shouLd- be lncluded among tbose

princi.ples essenbial to friendl-y relations anong States, trs th8.t proposed. to the

ad hoc ly'orking Group estabLished- by resolution 875 (]OfiIII) of the Economic and.

Social Cor-rrcil by certaln States fox inclusion ln the "Declaratlon on i.nternational
co-operationtt. The proposed text is as foLlolrs: Itlnternational co-operation in
the fields of trade, finance and economic rel-aiiions in general shou-Id ain in
partieulsr at the achlevement of accel-erated and self-sustaining economic growth

of developlng countries and the progressive reduction and eliminatj.on of the gap

existing betveen theira economies and. those of the developed countries, thus

contri-buting to the optfumm international division of labor:r, consistent ltith
the needs and otrjectlves of d.eveloplng countrlestt.

The alLegation that the ttDeclaration on internatlonal economlc co-operation"
'wou1d. thus be dupl-icated is unacceptable for the general principles on friendly

O 
Telations among States are generally based. on alTeady exlsting d.ocumeht.
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t. CANAD"I

'lranenittcd blr a note velbale dateiL ]1
Represent ,tive cf

,TuIy l96J from
Canada

the Perroanent

/ !illf!91_f!lri___!rrff!! /

l. In response to the request for conments addressed to it by the
Secretary-General pursuant tc resolution lBlS (XVII), Lhe Government of Canada

wisbes at the outset tc underfine the importance it attaches to the universal-
acceptance and apFJ-icaticn of internationaf law. It is convinced that the 'rell-
known principles of internationaf law, including those nov incorlorated as

bj.nding obligations in the Charter of the United lJation6, lie at the very root
of 1:eaceful- and mutually beneficial rel-ations among States. Adrnittedly some of
these principles have, ai yet, noL underBone fL_L-L oe vefopment. Hovever) rney do

pToviale a composite and fainly balanced f]'amevork within vhich, given good fal r)
peace-loving States can regulate their affairs and can vork out a:nicable
solutions to such differences as may arise from time to tine between them.
2. Priority has been given in the resofution under consideration to onfy four of
the principles of international law that r'rere seJ.ected after careful- negotiation
j-n San Francisco in 1945 to form Article 2 of the Charter.

(9) The principle that States shalf refrain in bheir j-nternational-

refations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or
pol-itical ind-ependence of any State., or in any other mannel: inconsistent with the
Illrposes of th€ United Nations;

(!l The principle that States shall settle their international disputes by
peaceful reans in sL.ch a manner rnar internati,naf peace an,.l secuciuy, and justice,
are not endanget:ed.;

(S) The duty not to intervene in matiers ffithih +.hi. d.mFsti. irrrisdiction of
any State, in accordance with the Charter;

(gl The principJ-e of sovereign equality cf States,
3, Each of the principles, hor,revet:, can be ad.equately studied only in relation to
other intimately assoclated conceptions in that articfe and iL the flght of the
Charter as a lrhole. Thus, for exa.mple, it is not possible to give fruitfuf
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in theconsider:ation to any of the principles listed in the

context of paragraph 2 of Article 2, lihich statesi

"AII members, i-n order to ensure to alf of them the rightB and benefits
resu]-ting from membership, shal-I ful-fil-l in good jaith the obfigations assumed by
them in accordance with the present Charter."

l+. Reffected throughout Article ? and) i-ndeedr throughout thc Chafftcr is the

detennination of Meober States to maintain "internationa]. peace and secu-rity"'

Artic]-e 2 is, therefore, central to their undertaking, for it lays do1.In a bj-nding

code of national conduct designecl (a) to facil-itate col-lective action in the

incerests of peace anO (l) still to safeguarcr Lhe kind of sovereign indiiridualj"ty

vhich member nations had fought bitterly to achieve and to preserve.

5. Accord.ingly., it is useful to consider the origlnal- scope and intention of the

inportant principles embodied. in Article 2 as they were understood at

san Francisco. It vas not by a.ccident that -rhe firsr lrinciple was particulaflJi

addressed to the questj-on of sovereignty' The enio)4nent of the rights and benefl€s

of sovereignty are, by definition, of primordial interest to national states'

Hor,'ever, as formulated in the first principle, the outline of sovereignty so

famil-iar in internationaf lav has been subtly al-tered by the addition of the

notion of "equality". Taken together the two words "sovereign equality" convey a

meanlng of justice) democracy and ord.er for the sake of both individual and conmon

good, that is, of the very essence of the United Nations conception.

6. The phrase first emerged to public importance in the ]9i+2 Moscow Declaration.

Paragraph 4 of that Declaration reads:

"That they, (the Goverrments of the Unitect States, the United Klngdon, the
Soviet Union ""i Ctfn") recognize the necessity of establishj-ng at the earl-iest
practicable d.ate a genera-I international organization, based on the principle of
ihe soverelgn equality of atl peace.lovkg states, and open to menbership of all
such states, Iarge and snall, for the maintenance of internationaf peace and

security. "

7. This first formulation at once estab]ishecl tlro notions which have ever stnce

been lir-ked to ,'sovereign equallty", The first was the suggestion that only

"peace-loving States" were sovereign equals. The second was recognj-tlon of the

necessity that each Member would have to accord mutual- Tespect to other Menbex

I 
states if there was to be any hope of forming a durabfe association to serve the

cause of peace.
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B. Both at Dumbarton Oaks and at San Francisco the terminology "sovereign
equalj.ty" w3s f,he subject of some discussion. In the cvent, it was incorpo rated

unchanged in the Charter on the assr.mption and understanding, recorded in the

reFort of tne rapporteur of sub-conmittee I/f/.\ to Coruritl.e I/I, that it
^-h\ral/a,l 

fho Fnl 1^r.'ihr.

(f) That States ar:e juridically equali
(2) that they enjoy the rights j-nherent in their full sovereigntyi

Q Tnat the personality of tne State is reslected, as vell ao iEs

territoriaf integrity and politica] independence;

(4) That the Stahe should, under internarional order, comply faitnfu-L-Ly

with its international duties and oblisations.
o T! r.' j |i 1-- rho.f rtcn-,--oi-h a^,,otii,.rr ovntini.tlrr orn imr] iar'7. us 4lr}Ji-l'L eIrL w-EU ouvslcrerrr cqudr!u,i c^!tr-!lrJ G-r+ r!!rr!rLfJ o(uo

up the other pri-ncipl-es in ArticLe 2. Put the other way round., Article 2 can be

said to be a codi-fication of the fundamental notion of sovereign equal-lty on

which, in turn, the whole United Nations system is predicated.
10. Member States could hardl-y enjoy a status of sovereign equality if others did
not fu.lfi.L their solenxn obl-igatlons in good faith. nach failure to do so would

:nevitably dininish bhe rignts of oLners. ilgain, jurioical eql"aliby corrl-d have

little practical meaning if powerful States were free to advance their interests
by resorting to threats or the u,se of fdrce rather than by recource to the ru].e of
-Lav througn peaceful procedures. Certainly sovereitr, eqLatity vould be

meaningless i-f Lne terriLorial integrity and the po-Liricaf independence of
Member States - rrhi ch are indispensable aspects of national "personality" - lrere

not hel-d to be inviolate. Nor woufd the status be of real significance if the

United Nations either singly or in concert T.rere entitlecl to intervene in the
essentially domestic affairs of Member States. I^Iithout such an exception, the
central objeclive of effective col-Iective securiry vould be quite our of the reach

of the Organization.
]l-. Alother imlortant derogaLion from tne fuII frcedom of acLion norna-Lly

associated. with national sovereignty \"IaS the decision that the United Nations
shou].d act by najority vote. However, orce agaln vith the real- interests of the
peace-keeping -tunctions in mind, it l,ras a5reed in I9\5 (a) to give the great

Powers I:ermanent seats in the Security Council and (b) tnat the rule of great

Power unanj$ity shoufd apply to the importani: decisions of that organ.
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L2. The obllgatlons couyleh-uJcd j-l LLc ylj.ni i.11.^s .f Art -Lc1d 2 are i.n fie.Tt

obligations assuced by Member States and in part limitations on the corlorate
activities of the Cr'ganization as such, It is sj.gnificant that the objective of
botn is to prorect Lhe Drinciple oI ''sovereign equa-Lity" and tnat this slrings
from a realizati-on that, in the final anal-ysis, the world organlzation could not

exist wj-thout the continued mutual respect of a].l- l4embers.

13. Article 2 represents a codification of "sovereign equality" but the Charter

as a whole nust a.Iso be taken lnto account in assessing the fu]-l value of that
fundamental- principle, The Charter seeks in rrrany ways to recognize the need and

inevitability of peaccfrl change. To tnis end j.t stresses bne necessiLy o-[

co-operative action to advance human rights and social and economic well-being

for all peoples. To thi-s end, also., it offers in place of the right to resort
Lo bhr-eat or the use of fcrce, a variety of nethods for the peaceful settlenent
of international clispute s.

14. In the viev of the Canad.ian covernment, many of the principles of
lnternational- law embodied in Artj-cl-e 2 of the Charter require ]ittl-e if any

further ccd.lficatlon. lJhile i-nternational lav clearly requires continuing
adaptatlon, and in sone cases fuller elaboration, the prtgressive de vc 1o pr,ent and

cod,ificatj-on of 1aw in the abstract ls not he].pful- unless the 1aw can be

aff6^+i 116l ar ohnt i 6n

15. Ti is .anfral t. tta ^r.hlf-m .f tn- m..F FffF.l-ilrn ,,n--li^afi-n r-f i.he l-rW LhatL'].

account be taken of the necessity to determine whether a question may be consi.dered

as essentia-Ll-y fegal or po-Litica.I, This compler< question, requiring, in each

case, a fine judgeErent, [-ay itself provid.e a useful- area of stud.y.

16. Iloveve-r, there is one principle vhich does -Lend itself readily to study f.ron

the mcre strictly legal point of viev. That is the obliSation on Menber States

to "set'i:le their j-nternational disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that
internationa.I peace and security, and justice, are not endangered". The Canadian

Governnent is convinced that it vould. be rewarding to concentrate the studj-es

enjoined by resolution 1Bl5 (XVII) at this tine on ilrproving and naking more

readily usable the various means provided in the Charter for the effective
application of that principle, The provisions of Article lJ vould, of course,

requi-re carefu.I examination. Perhaps cf even greater i.mportance uould be an
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Lntensive sLuoy oi lhc role or toe Internationa-L CourL of Justicer including in
ta..1,.:'t1..r Lh- y.r- -.t ra. oat rr- .l-..d,t r^r, t-r an- ^ 'l-^-.. 

:r'Fi\.ri^+- . ^1 r-Se Of

t-re flourtrs statuter in furthering the a&pficablon cf the rule of 1aw to an

over'-w.idenlng area in bhe a,ffa.irs of Stetes,
I7, l'r-e --oL-.4 ,'l,i."rs Chafter rer:ogr jzcs r,1e close ca-sar r'elar-ions:r L; ocLw'.r'1

pe"ce Jnd justLce, --n. L,l.rt. Irr, .ca-rrui -. !..r.-f- | s rl.lcu.- l- ^"-i-pJUaq p|Ji4F
f .LinJr cet\^iFen t,e tuu. One cf ure purtrcses of Lne UniLee llations is to br,ing

-1 -.r r. \v , -.'r'^fr.1 7rdartl .1ftcl in con!o..iiiv ?i1,h f,.F nrirn:r1'l-s nT i 'sf i-tr an;

inter-.aticral. 1a-w. ':d. rstr-enb oc settfenent of inLerr lEional dislut-s ol:

situations rihich flight lead to a breac]r of the leace. Articfe ,J outllnes sone

of the means for achieving these ends" It indicates thab these neans should

lncL rde necking a so-LL ticr'r by negoLiatL. n, enq--iry, nc:rj-a'Eion, cor:ci1 iabion,

^rl i .-r;i^n I .li .i. I c-fi. lenonf. . r rp-..r: l-a eaoiant .r-er nie< -r ,rrznrro-a-+c

Itrticles 1 ancl I establish the International Court of Justice a6 one of the
nri.^i^r1 

^.d.-- ^|. lF- r-ir^^ 'J-ri^ha --n iF- --i--i--l i,,.1 i^i-l^,ranvr6qlov!'f!!ll!g||uulLlarvL6qllr

18. Tre Canaaien Govelnmenr recognizes Lre rreed Lo -fLrther t,ne oevelopl]enb of
rll m,-rnq af rcqta t I cFi+-lampnJ- innl,rrl inc ih^ao e,,r-r, <lon nrr ,tr+.inlp 44 anrlu:rvp! eve;e;! e u!

consi.jers Lnat 'r, study shou-La oe uaae oy tne Jry-rn CormlLte. of Ll.e desirabiliLy
.' rlavF,la. inr- nrn..Fl,tt-6q f-r llF1.Fl'., qp:i.l-^onl. n' ini-rh.ti--al li.- feS, 0I

the nr'rny oer.ns avai-Lable none is a.Lone s tflicLenL; eacn carr oe apt in
r".rf.i.... a. ^i--.t q1.'a---: rl^^ ny i.t'rr.d -r . \..-i l .r ." 'i^i.-< . f 'F,anc Of

l]e'3cal--l sebLlernenb increa.ses rt-e Iikelirrood of Lri-Lization of the p:cifLc approach

itse].J-; Llc mere exLsrence ol. \'-e-L-L-.levcloped p*oredures ca! have far-reacf.ing
substantive effe cts.
'lO Of i;To ,ron;n orrrllonl- r^. nao^ar, 1 eaitlahar i nl rlicn rloe

sFl ilc.pnf t)rr :n imroriir'1 qrrrnarirv nL.r i, 'la.lu hv lrrninir] epl-tlamani.

!r. vLdes, in the vie'; cl r"ne Canailien Cr verlr]ert, the sr-rest gua-rantee of tne

rJrcrLiUr c!r-d-4uJ ur nuJr-es. Ihe Internaiional Co-rr of JustLce, consisting of
pennanentfy exisrirg flu-cniilery of a njghly re'jned iorfl, readi]y availab]e for
T.o lr. i/-iat c-l-t.--n,--r ^^F--i. d- :,'.1- c ,^ts rLur'4f ufD!urcD, ruuPrf,rfo JUJL ruLLr al

a-th'riLy. It is tne vieu ol Lf-e ClnadLan GovernnLer L rhat the cont inu-ing

dp,'el1.l|^m,-ni. .nd in,.r'.acinr r^nli.,linh ^f tha. ^rr'lp nt ler,r internaf.innr'l I- ----v
repre;ents a vitaf r'3ctor in Lne r:.aintencnce of pea(e. The Canadian Goverrrnent
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:recogniT-es, however, that l,lie merc existence cf such machinery is ineffective
-rnloqs nnrrr]a,] -.r:f; Lha,.r11 -r- S1-.aic i L., utiliz. f.hem,qlfE -D uuu}jls

20, It is connonl-y accepteo tnal tne Intelnational Co,rrt has dot lleyL d t-c tul^
r,rhich was envisagecl for lL) ano rhct one of LLIe uj)r aeasons Ior this rnfortunate

situation is the reluctance of the nations of t'he worl-d to subnit to its
irrrisdictinn- ,4rilo ui't,-- '..-nl..h-a ni l-na -"',lcn'1r =l islir'r'i.a of the CourtLJsr LpurLuLvI. 4!r\}/uurrlr ur wrrr !v..it

would not in ltself resolve this problenr such action would' in the viev of the

n-n.ni.- c.\r-rnr-Fnr. nnrtriL rfF ^^ncj,lo.Dhlv t^ L.1C Cnhancement of bhe StatLs of
the CoJrt ancJ as a c3r'rsrc]-ence) fLatne. tne develolment .-f r.he -rLle )f 1av

amongst nations,
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Ttre Se cretary-General of the United
invites the vlevs and suggestions of the

on the points contaj-ned in United Nations
of 18 lecernbe r f962,

SpecificalJ-y, the subject submitted

of Foreign Affairs is Lhe following:

r+ . c oLOltBrA

Transmitted by a note verbal"e dated 2 JuLy 1961 from the
Pemanent Mission of Colonbia

/Original text: Str)anisb/

Nations, in his note af B Felxlaary Lg6tt

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colcnbj-a

ceneral Assembly resofution l-B]t (XVIr)

for the consideration of ttle Mtnistry

"Consideration of lrincj.ples of international- l-aw concerDing' frlendly
relations and co-operation among States in accordaDce vitb the Charter of
'Lne unt"Ied Natf ons.'

Moreover, paragraph 2 of tbis resofution reads as foLlows:

t'...a stucly of the princip-Les of inte.rnational- lav concerning friendly
relations and co-operation among States in accordance with the Chartex with
a vlei{ to their progressive develoluent and codification, so as to secure
their more effective applicaticnrr.

lhe Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia considers resol-uLion l8lt (XVII)

adoptecl by the Unjted lfations Ceneral Assembly at its l-962 sesslon to be of the

greatest interest anaL importance.

ft cDnsiders, furthermore, that the stated purposes of d.eveLopment,

codification and effectiveness of the principl-es of internatianal law and the

aims of j-ncreased ff ieDdty relations and. co-operation among States in accordance

with the provisions of the United Nations Charter woul-d undoubtedly be strengthened

and asslsted to the extent that a ccmplete and. detailed lractica] programme for
the teaching and prcnotion of internatlonal ].aw 1n all i-ts aspects coul-d be

developed.

It is evident tha t lnternational Lav has acquired outstanding inlpoxtance

in our time and that it ha6 achieved undeniable ad.vances in doctrine, particul"arly

with reference to the fornulation of principles and proced"ures affecting
peaceful relations and international co-operation' It seems.z therefore, tbat
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what rnust now be done is to pronote and disser0inate by the best available ueans

all the advances in doctrine that have made it possible to lntroduce the rule
of La and principles of co-operation into relatlons amoDg States'

The Goverument therefore attaches fundanental jrportance to resolutioD
f8f6 (xvrr), adopted by the United Nations ceneral- Assenbly on 18 Decenbet L962t

under vhich provision is nade for a ten-year pLan to carry out a detai]ed programle

for the teaching, dissemination and promotion of internationaL J.aw.

This is a sound and praisevorthy endeavour vhlch vj-Il undoubtedl-y ensure

the success of the as1lirations and- purloses of General Assembly

resolution 1815 (XVII).

For further information in this matter; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
draws attention to the nenorandurtr sent to our Pernanent Missj-on to the United

Nations concernlng ceneral- Asserobl-y resolution fB16 (XVII)'
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5. CZECI]OS],OVAK SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

fransmitted by a nore verbale dated 2l+ J|uIV I95t t-rom the
Fernanent Mlssion of- the Czechoslovak Sociallst Repub]-lc

/o4e]!sf-!s4i-I!eE!ry-
1. The Czechosl-ovak Socialist Republic attaches prinordiaf importance to

effective measures - within the frar]evork of the United Nations - aimed at a

progresslve developnent and codification of the principles of peaceful coexistence.

ft considers that the ultirete aim of al-I efforts in this field must be a rnarked

enhancement of the role of international lav in internationaf relations and

enforcement of its strict and undeviating observance by all States. The

responsibility for this task rests vith the Generaf lis senrbly which, under Article 1r,
narrorarh I . nf th^ nhpr+^v i- ^r]'r6n rn-itiate studies and make

recoEmendations for the purpose of pronrotlng international co-operation in the
pclitical, ecDn(r0ic anJ obher ficl-ds and encouraging the progrebsjve developrnent

cf internatlonal law and its codification.
The discusrion of this question in the Sixth Cornnrittee of the General issenbly

at its fifteenth, GidteenLh and ceventeenth secsions has, in the oplnion of the

Czechcslovak Gcvernnent, denonstrated the overwhelning befief of llenber States in
the necessity of an lntensificaticn of the United Nations activities 1n the legal
field and their demands for a direct participatlon of the United Nations

Genera] I'ssenbly in the codification \tork as well as assumpllion by the Sixth
comittee of the General lssembly of the concrete codification tasks in the fiefd
of the fundamental principles of international 1aw having a beal'ing on peaceful

coexistence of States.
In its resolutions f6B6 (xvr) ana IB15 (XVII), the General Assembly outlined

r-h- cnn^- ard th- -Fi- r,rrrr1.q,. .f 1-h6 .^dir'i.rtion task vhich ib had assumed,

2. In the opinion of the Czechoslovak Government, the ultirnate aln of the

ta6k set under resolution ]6B5 (XVI) should be the fc,rmulation and enunciation

of the main principles of international- l-aw governing peaceful coexistence between

States witb different sociaf and political systens, in accordance vith the United

Nations Charter. In the spirit of sincere co-oleration and gulded by the desire

to contribute to a constructive approach to this question, the CzechosJ-ovak
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delegation to tbe seventeenth session of the General rlssenbly submitted a draft
decl-aration of the principfes of peaceful coexi stcnce (t:/C.6/X-lOSj containing

the formulation uf Lhe follor,ring Dldin lrincilles of contempo:rary intcrnationcl
Iaw: obllgation to take measures for the naintenance of peace and international

security; principle of peaceful settfement of dislutes; prohlbltion of the threat

or use of force; prohibition of weapons of mass destrucbion; principl-e of general

and complete disarmament; lrohibitlon of var Irropaganda; principle of collective

securityj prj-nclple of State sovereigntyl lrincip]-e of territorial integrity;
respect for tbe independence of States; principle of sovereign equality; right of

itates to participate in international refations; principle of non- int er vention;

right of nations to self-deterninati on; principle of the eliminaticn of
coloni-alisn in al-L its forns; principl-e of the respect for hurnan rights; principle

of the observance of international obl-igations; principle of State responslbility.
The Czechoslovak draft declaration is firmly based 1n the purposes and

principles of tkle United Nations Charter and tak€s lnto account a1l the impoxtant

|I elements in the development of the legal principles and institutions as they

emerged over the recent period and as correspond to the lrogressive trend of
d.evelopnent of the contemporary international connunity. It is tirerefore the

purpose of the oraft declarat-lon to contribute ro the progressive developnent

of the fundanental- prlncipfes of internatlonal faw and so to enhance its authority
in international relations.

t. The Czecboslovak Governnent is of the opinion that in dealing step by

step with the 1'undanental legal principles of peacefu] coexistence, starting with
the four principl-es mentioned in paragraph J of the operative part of

resolution 1815 (XWI), the General Assembly should proceed fron the consideratj.on

that the resul-ts of the vork vil-I be incorporated in one or several docunents

Nhich - v lthor,t prejudlce as to their forr0 - r.ritl codify the bas-ic legal princilles
of peaceful coexlstence in their progrcssive shape. At the same time, the

Generaf Assenbly should urge States to respect then strictly and unconditionally '
l, 1^nD ae6qruD --,rsideration of the four pTinciples nenticned in paragraph J

of the operatlve lart of resolution 1BI5 (XWI) at the eighteenth session of ttre
General Assembly of the United Nations, the Czechosl-ovak Governrnent believes that

I i"r. it" del-iberations, the General- AssembJ-y shcul-d proceed fron the CzechoslovakU
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d.raft declaratlon submiLLed at its seventecntb. ccooi.on as we] I as from the other
proposals and suggestions put forwarct in the course of the Geueral Asser0bly.

(u) Prohlbitioq of the threat or use of force. In dlscusslng and.

fornu-Iating this prlnclple, 1t ls necessary to refex to the provisions of
Artlc]-e 2, paragralb 4, of the Unlted Natlons Clrarter and- to such lriportant
d.ocuments as the Statute of the lDternational Milltary Iribrmal for the trying
of tbe principal war crinlnals of the European States of the Axlsr the
Decl-aration of the Band.ung Conference ot ]-955 and others. In tb,e CzecLroslovak

draft d.eclaration of J-962, this princlple 1s for!0ulated as fo1].olrs:

'hhe use of force ln internatlonal relations and rars between States
are barbarj-c nethod.s for tLre so]-utlon of lnternatlona]. disputes extrinsic
to the dlgnity and. respect of tb.e hunan being, and. have been repudiated. and.
outJ.awed. by natj-ons. In conformlty vitb the general]-y recognlzed. rul-es of
internatlonal law, the Cirarter of the Unlted Nations in particular, the threat
or use of force against lts territorlal integrity or politicaJ- ind.epend.ence
of any State, as veJ-l as plotting, preparlng or unleashi-ng of an aggressive
war, shal} be :rrohlblted.rr

rh) rnh- hrJh^ihr6 of peaceftl settlenent of disputes. In discusslng and.

formul-ating the prlncip].e enunci.ated. und.er Article 2, paragraph ,, of the Charter.,

it is necessary to pay attention to the baslc and nost wlde- spread method. of
settllng dlsputes - dlrect negotlatlon betveen the paxties concerned. trUrtbermore,

lt 1s necessary to glve fu1l expression to the ru-le that the paxtl"es to the
all spute are entltLed to choose, on the basis of mutual- agreement and with regard
to the nature of the d.lspute, such neans for 1ts sotution as can best secure tbe
ful-filnent of thelr principal obllgatlon - to settle the dispute by peaceful-

loeans, In the Czechoslovak d.raft d.eclaratlon of 1962, this prlnciple ls
formul-at ed. as follows:

ttDl spute s between States and. internatlonal sltuatlons of any orlgln
a.nd- nature rnust be settled. by peaeeful means, lD partlcu.l-ar by dlrect
negotiatlons, so tbat internatlonal peace and. security, and. justlce are not
end,angered. States are free, wben using other nethods of settlenent, to
ehoose the most approprlate means for such a settlement on the basls of
agre€nent and wlth regard to the nature of tbe dlspute,"

(") The prlnciple of non- lnLerventlon. The prlnclp]-e of non-lntervention
ls an lntegral part of generaL lnternational lav and. ls blndlng upon all States
raithout exceptlon. It ls both expl-lclt]-y and 1r0B1l,c1t1y expressed ln the
Unlted. Natlons Charter and embodled in a number of cther lmnortant d.ocunents,
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suctr as tbe Decfaratlon of tbe 3andr.:.ng Conference, tbe Charter of the

Organizatlon of Anerican States, tbe Cha:"ter of the organizatlon of Africau
Ilxlty, etc. In dlscussing tbls principle, d.ue regard must be taken to otber

lnternatlonal treatles (bllateraL and nuJ-tilateral), to tbe resolutions of ttre
Ilblted Natlons General Assembly and. other document s of internatlonal law which

d.efine the lndlvldual aspects of this principJ-e. In the Czecttoslovak draft
d.eclaratlon of L962, thls princlple is formulated as fo.Ilows:

'hbe States shatl be obl-lged- to avo1d" any dlrect or lndlrect,
lnterference rdtb internal- or external affalrs of otber State and. any
ottrer lmpalrnent of lts rtghts. No State bas the rlght to lmpose on other
State or nation one or another soclal- or constitutlonal- systen. tt

/a\ rnL- -F.rh-{-r^ of soverelgn equal_1ty. In discusslng and fomulatlngL
the prLnclple of soverelgn equall"ty of States proclalued under Artlcle 2,

paragraph I of the Charter, 1t 1s above a1l necessary to take lnto account that
the equality of States enanates from the soverelgnty of States as subjects of
lnternatlonal 1aw, that aJ-l States, lffespective of their dj.ffering soe1al

and. econornlc systems., bave equal right to partlclpate 1n international relatlons
and. that soverelgn equality nust apply ln aLJ. fields of relatlons betweeD States,

l"ncluding the sphere of lnternatloDal treaties. In tbe Czecboslovak draft
declaratlon of L962, ttris prlnclple ls fornulated. as fo]-lor.rs:

t'Relatlons among States !0ust rest upon the basls of sovereign equality.
States bave equal rlgbts and. obligations as subjects of internatlonal }ar
and no reasons of polltlcal, econour-ic, geographlcal or other nature can llmlt
ttre capablllty of the State to act and. assutre ob]-igations as an equal member
of the international ccrmunlty. "

5, The Czechoslovek Government is of tbe oplnlon that afber ha\ring d1slosed'

of the aforesald. four prlnelples at 1ts elghteentb sesslon, the General Assembly

should atlts next session proceed to the considexation and. fornulatlon of the

remainlng princlples ]-lsted under paragraph I of the operatlve part of
resolutlon IBIS (XWI), 1,e. the prlnclp]-e of co-oleration of States, tbe

prlnciple of equal rlghts and se].f-deterrnlnatlon of peopLes and- the pr1nclp1e of

respect for lnternatlonal obl-lgati.ons. At tbe same tlme a declsion should be

taken wlth regard to the order of prlorlty for the consideratlon of tbe otber

prlnclples of peaceful coexlstence, not lncluded 1n tbe sald Llst.
5. submlttlng these baslc corurents and suggestlons, the Czechoslovak

Government reserves the rlgbt to expound- ln mote detall lts posltlon on these
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questions during the eighteenth session of the General Assembly of the United

Nations and, j-f necessary: to submit its further remarks and suggestions.

The Deputy Permanent Representative of the Czechoslovak Social-ist Republic

to the United Nalrions avail-s himself of this oplortunity to renew to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations the assurance of hls highert considerati.on,

o
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Transnitted by a note verbale da1,ed 29 Jufy 196J fron'1
the Permanent I'{ission of Israef

6.

/-Original: EnelishT

L The Covernment of Israef ha6 stualied rdth interest resolution 1Bf5 (XVTI) in
the l-ight of the debates at the sixteenth and seventeenth sessions of the General

Ac-.hlir,r -r.i lrichac - n mpkp ilrF f.l l.\J,ho u.,-^1.aL ObservatiOnS theTeon.

2, The significance of the previous oeb.rr'es ls ahat Lhey have dram 3tLention

to a number of deficiencies in the United Nations machinery. These deficiencies

^TF ^1^.tho ^h<1-q.lae 
in +L^ r,^1' ^r +--- r- .f ihe cLArl e1'" nFr^clvafu !.-e-,-o '.. urLc wdJ ur Lwe uoJuf j,ur }rverv

the effective lacific settl-ement of international disputes and the effective
ao'atnrman* af infnrrafia.al .^-^raral i^h n all <nhF?pa. f.- thF -fir.'nment ofuq vEru!]lrErr! ra! uv ulLr u u 

'

the aims of the Unitecl Nations. These tiwo aslects are inter-liri-hed.' for it is

aifficult to see how, in the cofl,p1ex inLernctiona-L :ocieLy of today, international
nn-nrp-sr.jon on- hn o-rrr.hc-ed sn lrrno es:, .] r-lrer of serious international
4ic-,r as a'1r siTr.lfi nrs n! *encinr .^nl r'1- a i^ rersist and to distort treatment

of other natters vhich come before the different United lqations organs.

Resolution 1BL5 (XVII) is therefore understoocl as constituting the loint of
d6rqnti,va f^F ^^hci.laFafi^h in nrqnl-inr'l 1-crm< nf vari.rrrs nr-i nci,r)les of theuc},or L ur E

Charler with Lhe object of supplementing them by reans of agreed Lel'ts -
reo^rdlers nf Ll^cir ledal form - vhich r,{i l-L indicate horr the genera} pl'incip.l es

'n|eA-=r.- in thc chFTr.e- eFA '-ll La r.FAl'1F.1 'r r.ractice. Some of Lhese princLples

riohl ha c,,-^aF4ih tF ^f ^1--TA+i-ari^- l-,.. rp'"lc of declarations adopted by theu!61| ! vL

^^-^-^r ^ 
---*1-r-. ..r-: r^ fa, .+ha?s +hF,.rt1 ^n4grs{izatlon of vhich might require\:ErrEr dr drrsl:vr.y, uLrrcr e,

the voLuntary assumption of legal obligations by lulenber States, this lesult coufd

nr]'. hc a''n'ned li" -tranl. 1f "nr-*r'l lF _ol :nl-r.rrlnents.

J. For that reason it appea-cs nelLher necessary nor desirable that each of the

trinciple: of the Chantcr to be subjeclec Lo specific study should be given

identicaf t:r:eatnent, or that aLl of then should be dealt with simul-taneousl-y ' Nor

does it seem practjcll Lo envisage LhaL ictenrical procedures should be empfoyed

f^? th^ c1-rrdv prrri qrrrFrj -1-^r- F,r.h .l iFfc?trnl 1.lr inoinrF 1.i1-D+ j. npcrlcd is av uuuJ uuv -seo !r-r-ery!v
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flexible and empirlc approach which v-i IL enable eaeh sel-ected" principle to be

studied and anplified, and ultimately concretized, be neans of such rnethods as v'il.I
be most appropriate to it.
4. It is considered that the four principlec listed in paragraph J of
?ac^l,.+i^- Iqr E /a'rrrr\LeL) \',uLLt are each of equal urgency and. that the eighteenth sessjon
of the General Assenbly f,uld perform a vafuable service if 1t were to initiate
a study and action for each one of then. This Government attaches particular
importance to Lhe early efaboration of principles (g), (S) and (d), and befieves
that a sincere implemenrai" ion by a1I nembers of their obl-igations arising out of
these plinciples r^oul-d come to constitute a substantial fl€asu-re towards the
achievenent of the purposes and_ principfes of the Chayter.

5. fn the view of thls Government, the obligation to refrain fron threats or use
of force agalnst any other State ( paragraph J (a) of resolution fB:_5 (XVff)), as

vell as the ob-Ligation to seek a resolution by peaceful means of any dispute the
continuance of which is .l-ikely to endanger intertational peace and security
( paragraph ] (l) of r:esoLution 1Bf5 (XVIf)), exist irrespective of whether the
States concerned do or do not maintain nolmal relations, Such obl-igations among

Member States arise fron their membership jn the Ol-ganization and fron the
provisions of the Charter,
/.--.b. With regard to principfe (b), thi6 Government wishes to reiterate vhat was

stressed by its representatives in the First and sixth coffrrittees of the General
Assembl-y during the sixteenth and seventeenth sessions, that the necessity for
arll-ification of the provislons of the charter regarding the pacific settlenent
of international disputes nrust be considered in the tight of developments in the
sphere of disarmament. The tvo probfems are J-inked in the following vay. On the
one hand, the prohibition on the use of force ancl the reduction of arnament s are
designed to naintain a general peaceful state of affairs and prevent the danger

of the outbreak of war, On the other hand, they do not in themselves lead_ to the
setLl-ement of Lhose disputes the existence of which, as all experience shows, is
liable to provoke an outbreak of violence, The relative lack of contemporary
interest in the Genera] Act for the Pacific Settl-enent of International Disputes
of 1!281 even 1n its revised forrn of 1!4!, suggests that it is not adequate to
present-day needs. It is therefore felt that a constructive arproach to

a
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principle (l) should have as its objective the elaboratioa of a formal instxr.rnent

vhich, withln the fTamevork of the Chartex, and taking jnto consideration the

d"i.scussions rel-ating to the prob.Ien of di sarmament, tould supplement the existing
machinery and, by making available to States a series of fully integrated methods

for the pa.cif i c settlement of disputec, vould give forn and substance to the

general exhortation conLained in Articfe JJ of the Charter, and facil-itate the

inplementation by States of their obligations to bring about by peaceful means

the adjustxaent or settlement of their disputes which right lead to a breach of
the peace,

7. This Governnent vishes to suggest that within the framework of futule
di scussions on the topic the Ceneral Assembly should give consideration to the

related question of participation by l{enber States in various general multifateral
conventions drawn up under the auspices of the United Nations, the mrmber of vhich

is nori considerable. The initiati.on by organs of the United Nations of the

concluslon of such conventions should be foflor^red by systernatic and regular

I 
exanination of the status of participation by Member States in those conventions.

llltherto such action has been und.ertaken sporadically - an example i6 found in
reso.Iution IB41 (XWI) of f9 Decenber 1!62 regarding the Slavery Conventions - and-

the sLlggestion here made is that the General Assembly, inplementing the principle

of the duty of States to co-operate with one another in accordance with the ChaTter,

referred. to in paragraph L of resoLution 1815 (XVII)' should take this question

under advisement.

B. fmportance is attached to emphasizing that any activities undertaken by the

General Assenbty in puTsuance of resolution 1BI5 (xvil) should not involve, vhether

directfy or indirectly, expficitly or irnpl-icitly, amendment or revision of the

Charter unless such amend$ent or revision is consumnted in accordance vith the

provisions of the Charter itself. This, hovever, does not mean that llember

States shoul-d not be encouraged to take ulon themselves speclfi"c obligatlons

vhich are additional- to those contained in the Chartev.

9, The foregoing observations are essentially of a technical character ' But

the Governnent is convinced that the ful-l reafization of the pLrloses of
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rlesolutlon IB15 (XVII) calmot be achleved merely by technical improvements and

ad.usLmenLs. Frieno L,r relat.ions anct co-operation amongst States in accordance

r';r1- r]^a nhFrlar.c a1-,^1/F all p mpllFF ^1' f-rn.lamenlal atrituue. fL vould bc

regTellable f cxcessive p-reoccufction vi Lh the technical aspects' h"; ghly

impor,art ,hough Lhcy :lre, should cause the real ob.iecLlve of the resolLL;on to
be lost to viev.
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7 . JA.I"IIAICA

lllreh.hilr'pd h1, a n.r a .rarb3le oated ll Juiy L96t fTam
the Perrnanent Mission of Jarnaica

- -^.f l i l:h //(Jr I gf na-L tLXl,: -EI-u--.--l

'lhe vi (.ws exnressed are not intended to be an exhaustive treatment of the
c,1hiF.+ rili -h F. c^1'Frh-a-| feel- '.'n-r'lrr t-- '--^ssib-Le at thjs time. Certai"eusJuu u, ,v w\ LrLyvi

sroaifin rFnnmlncndAlinrs hA1/e hFFn rnAdF it, rertnrd -a -hF :rp*" f isr..d l-w 1,lLeDI,q uf f r!

Secreta-y- Cene ral, and lhere has bee-o an aLLempL 10 shov rhat - ir -esFcct of
recocrir.io|rnd lr(ilrLrr.l itv - rFv n?i-^inles 1f Tnrernational law coula be

ConsiaLera',ion of pninciples of fnternationaL La!
concerninq fricndfy rclarions and co-oteration
qgtons Sbates in accordance vith the Cha$e_I_ of

Urg_uBrled_Ngliqn!

(Article lJ (a) of the Chartcr provides Lhat:

"The Genera} Assembl-y shau inj.tiate studies and make recomendations
for the purpose of pror:ot Ing inbernat,lonal co-operalion in rhe polLtical
f ield eno era.)rr]-Ap;no thc rrorrress irrr. oevel.rr-o-t nf jnl-.ernrr=oral Iav
and ir,s codificatior. )

The maa Ler for consioeraLion is Ger eTaI Asseftbly rcsolutior fBfS (UII) of
lo ljecenoer" -].9()2, re-Levanf ro:

trn^ndi rld,r+r ^E ^r n?ih.ihl6< 
^T ih+Frhq-i^ral IrI,I .^n.crni1ls

fii Andlrf ytr1r+j-F< ori nr-nzrprefi,rr cm.-o ._.-+er .ln accoTdance l,lith
bhe CharLer of Lhe UniLeo Nabion;,"

It is understood that in accordance with the resolution, this i-ten has been

r,'.ned nn ,.he rr-nr'.sion"l rFe,nrl: nf thr, ^ioha.pnth SesSiOn of t'lte Ceneral

Asserobly.

2. The $ecre-cary- Cenera I has inviLeo vierrs or suggestions on thjs iten, with
ro rl- i at r'l 

^Y 
F^f6?ar-a | 

^ -

(a) The prlncipl-e that Staies Ehall refrain in their internabional
relatLons from the threat or use of force against the ter:ritorial integrLty or
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poli-tlcal independence of any gtate, or in any other manner inconsistent with the
purposes of the Unlted Nations.

(ll/ In prlnciple that SLates shall settle their international clisputes by
peaceful means in such a manner that inlernational peace ard security and justice
are not endangered.

(") The duty not to interfere in matters l,rithin the domestic jurlsdiction
of any State, in accordance with the Charter.

(d) The princlple of sovereign gquality of States, These principles at (a)
to (d) are in essence a re-staterent of the tlain principtes enunciated in
Article 2 of the Charter. Thereforej both in content and objective, the terns of
the resolution and the particular respects on Lrhich rhe Secretary - General has

invited vievs or suggestions, involve fundaraental principles on vhich the Charber
is based; it is in the funherance and progressive development of Lhese principl-es
that thi.s memorandrun is directed..
< T+ 1'd inh^v+G-{- +^ recognlze that unless codification of international lal,/
i6 based- on existing principles then the ultimate result might well be the
creation of a novel international society goveTned by a compfetely new legal order.

The existj.ng principles governing internationaf faw are basicalJ-y sound,

but the ad-vance of science and technology, and the emergence of several- nev States
to independence have demonstrated the need for either:

(i) A ctearer definition of existing principles, or
(ii) A declaration of nel,I principles supplementlng existing ones.

4. Re 2 (a) herein (i.e. paragraph I (a) of the Secretary- General I s nore7,

the renunc iation of var as an instrument of foreign policy - a specific provision
under Article 2 of the Charter - has deep hlstorical roots, The Hague ?eace

Conferences of f899 anC, LIO'1, the Covenant of the League of Nations and the
Briand-Kellog ?act of f92B made signiiicant deelarations against aggressive var.
AfI these declarations have a conmon factor about then - the recognition that the
greatest welfare of manklnd could only be pursued through peace.

There are noral issues involved in var but in our age the question of "War

or peacelr 1s perhaps better settfed by a sober appraisal of its consequences than

by reference to moraL principles; because the heterogenity of states comprising

the international- society, makes it unlikely that there can be a universally
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accepted- moral standard of judgement on this issue. \4rlrat nray be justified on

moral grounds by sone States nay justifiabfy be vicwcd with opprobr-ium by others,
War - rrndcrn r''... lha.l- is. - inrrnl,roe a-a nr in? iss A ir ilii -o'lsequenceS:vr Ls JUutl vf

the question of survival of the hunan race. It is a universally f.ccepbed premi se

that r'Er in the nuclear age, goes to the very existence of civilization, History
has shom that najor wars usually have lnsignificant beglnnings. Therefore, if 'fftr
in our time is to be avoided, force in atl its form has to be eliminated in
Statest relationship.

Trha ny'in.irlrlF nf "1.hre;ri nr^ rrqF ^f F.ir^F ,-r.iir;nqt thc tcrritorialalrL !a Lrrur},f! Jr ils6r L LJ

ar ral :t iaat :h^a?6hdah^F .f r-v Sl jr.t n'r rs i+ i- ,^*^h1.. ,.-n--.+^^,4 t.fs tO bevi !vrrulvur vr qrLJ urale wvrLuv' 'rJ

rcrri elred 'n ?.hp liphi. nf Lhp Frr'srjnc -tralit Fs affecl,ine the intcrnalional

society,
(a) T- considerirs thi i r'?ireir\lF. p) 'nr:ensified effort must again be

nade to arrive at an acceprable def;nitLon of "aggress-ion". Adrrit Ledly it ray act

be possible bo exhaustively defLne "aggression', but it should be possible to

I recognize the more -trequent forns :n which irggl'ession has been manifesting -ibself
U

ln mooern -Elmes .

l,t,) T1. mrrst als. hF rer'opnizerl Lhei ''forceii in its oricinal forn has aluosL

dj-sappeared from contemporary internationaf refations. No doubt, the Chal'ter

provisions are partly lesponsible for this. Howeverr "-[orce" in a subtler form

has been seriously undermining international peace and security.

Therefore sexious consideration should be given to the various aspects of
lpsychological" varfare in order to deterrrine vhether this constitutes "force"
r,rithin the meaning of the Charter,

5, Re 2 (b) herein, (1.e. tne principie that States shall- settl-e their
international disputes by peaceful means in such a malner that Lnternatj onai peace

and security and justice are not endangered) peaceful settlement of disputes

necessitates:
(u) Wil-lingness of States to settle their disputes;
(f) The existence of rcachinery fo che seLblement of disputesi and

(c) Appropriate procedural details for the successful operation of

the nechinery,
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Nov, under --rLicle 55,"the parties to any dispute, the conti'")uance of vtri ch is
1ike1y to endanger the railtenance of internotional peace and security, sba1J,

first of all, seek a solubion by negotiation, enquiry rediat; rn, c.rnciliation,
:r rb i tr-r'r-f.i nn lrrdi.iql qal flanFh+ ?Fe-Fi t^ FF.' -nal arf,er.i'-c n]^ :r1"rrn,'FmFr tc

or o+her tr]eaceful neans of their or,n chi ice".
AIso under .^rticle J5 ''ihe Security Councjl n.ay at any stage of a dispute

of the nature referred to in Article 11 of of a situati.rn of the 1lke nature,
reconmend alpropriate proced-ures or methods of adJustrnents".

The willingnecs of nbny States t^ resort tl Articfe JJ tends t r vary vrith
the im-ccrtance ff the issue.

quite often the Security Council iG nJb infcrred rf a dispute unt:1 it hss

reached a 6tage i^'hen the disputing r:arties find it difficult to retreat from
p^s-itirn taken ln the issue. ConseqL;e:rrly, the dispute bec,n:es n)re difficLrlt
i. all i+- -1..-dd. or +1,,c c+'da tl]"o nrina.rtr of "setble,-enL of jflteTnational

dlspute by leaceful means" woufd be general,ly enhanced if a cfearly defined
procedure be laid clor"tr vith regarC to tne opera*"ion of Article J1.

(u) In this connexion, since direct coDtact betveen the States concerned,

is of paramount importance, the parties r.rould- be expected tc first exhaust the
nF!'-)fiAl'.i-I' rrr.hinar.. Thcn if ^Fr'ltiAti-h fai. ^ -i *ine therrs6Jvrq! Lg6 rpr!!uc!,y >PcLrfrsu u

dispute should be referred to;
(b) ?he lext approprlate machinery which would be determined. by the very

nature of the dispLte :tseIf. (Tf the nature of the dispute makes iL difficul-t to
determjne which would be the oext approprlate rnachinery, then "enquiry'r should
be resorted to vith a vie-,{ t,o determining the rext approprlate rnachinery);

(c) Wi thout prejudice tr the discretionary authori:y lf the Security Council
under ATticfe 15, ln respect of aII disputes fullest possible use shJuld be nade

of the rachinery listed under Article )J oefore the rnet'ter is referred by any of
the disputing parties to the lecurity Counc i1.

(d) The movemenl of the dispu-,,e from one stage to the next sbouldr as far
as possjbl-e, be rl]ade within a specified tine., in order thot the dispute nay be

settled without undue delav.
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If States are to solve their dlsputes by peaceful means then greater reliance

has to be placed on the nachinery and procedure establlshed under Artlcle 11.

In this resBect the Internationat Court of Justice play€ a nxosll important

part. The inffuence and work of the court l,rculd certainly be far more effective

if uembers were to liberallze thelr attitude to the conpulsory Jurisdiction of the

Court. There are instances r,rhere the reseLvations made by some nenbers under

Articte J6 of the Courtrs Statute are so vide as to leave the Court vitb no

compulsory Jurlsdictlon at all.
It is not bere being suggested that States should, at ttre excfusion of all

considerations, submit to the conpul-sory Jurisdiction of tbe Court. It is
4iffl /'rrlt t^ ]-FliFvr hrrue-rar +}leJ-. alI tr^F ir+Fl-eStS oF Some States are SO

peculiarly vital that there ls no room for the compulsory

Court.

The question of extending the conBulsory Jurisdj-ction

i''rr cAi -+i ar nf l-ha

irnportant in the pacific settl-ement of disputes. As to how

this to be done, cculd possibly be the subject of special deliberations among

mernbers under the aegis of the United Nations.

6, ne (c) ("tne duty not to intervene in matters within the d.omestic iu"isdictlon
of any State in accordanee with the Charter''), encroachmeni on the area of dones'tic

lrrr.isrlietinn nf r Siatr' .,r ..1\r ha lrratifiFd iF it is done in pursuance of' or i0

keeplng with, some rule of international lav. For example, the changin€ factors

affecting the international soclety may necessitate an extension of United Nations

activities to embrace matters formerly rrlthin the donestlc jurisdiction of a State.

In this connexion another State, acting in cc!]pliance with a request by the

United NationsJ r0ay not be held to be intervening ln the donestic Jurisdiction of

the other State concerned.

There is al-so the lroblem of who should. determine what is
- and in some cases this is a difflcult probl-em. It would- be

lnternationa] decision tn the form of a rufe of international
respect of the kflown instances where the concept of domestic

hotlv contested.

of the Court is vitallY
it is possible for

domestic juri sdiction
he lpful if
law could be made in

jurisd.iction has been
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There is urgent need for the clearest posslble definrtlon of "lntervention",
especial]y tn regard to acts vhlch nay be of an indirect nature. rnterventlon
usually takes the forn of gratuitous lnterference, but then tbere is no reason
why, 1n modern tlmes, lt shoul-d be considered lfunlted to overt acts 1n terns of
r^'ords or deed s .

subversive action in all its manifestation 1s as mucb interventlon as d-irect
interference by word.s or deed.s on the part of an external power.

The principle of 'rnon-i-ntervention in matters of rlonestrc Jurisdlction'r
would be conelderably strengthened if subversive activities (organ1.zed. or asslsted
by or on behalf of an external- power) be enbraced as part of the exlsting aleclared
prlnciple of lnternational lav,
7. ne (A), ("the princlpl-e of sovereign equal_1ty of States"), as States are
equauy soverelgn only by reference to internationa] Iaw, 1t ls only by
lnternatlonal faw that the status of '!sovereign equa11ty" should. be affected..

Tt has always been considered. lnconBlstent vi.th the concept of sovereign
equal-i-ty of states that they be considered bound by declslons to which they have
not consented. In thie connexlon, the League Covenant and the Unlted Natlons
charter d.eBarted fron the general rule. Thls vas done 1n reeponse to the changr-ng
need"s of tbe international- society.

There 1s need today for the continued "progressive" departure from the
unanimlty rule ln regard. to international d.ecisions, particularly those of a
generally wide, internatlonal slgniflcance.

rnternational faw woufd. tend to deverop ar-ong more progressl-ve lines 1f rur-e s
could be agreed upon whereby states would be considered bound by internationar-
decisions of great signlflcance, provid.ed these d.eclsions are app"oved by the
vast najority of states and their non-acceptance vould. create inconvenience to
the lnternatlonal society. Tbere 1s but fittle dlfference
and that 1n vhicb, irrespective of a Staters consent, it is

between this posltlon
consldereil bound by

existlng princlp]-es of custonxary lnternational 1aw, of a general- nature.
Flna1ly, there are areas of lnternatlonal 1aw where new principles (as

illstinct fron the extenslon of exlsting ones) nay be evolved. !'or exanpLe,
consideratlon could be gLven to:
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(u) Und"er vhat circumstances (fr any) sbouid. a State or Government, as a

natter of obllgatloD, be recognlzed. as a nenber of tbe internatlona] soclety by

existing States.
(b) Whether lt ls posslble to reviev international law as it is coDmonly

understood- to apply to neutrallty with a vlew to hanoonizlng the concept of

neutrallty L?ith the Charter of tbe Unlted Nations. For example, the partlclpation
ln Unlted Natloos peace enfcrcenent activltles by a neutrallzed State also

membershlp to the Unltecl Nations nay., iD fact, be recognized by other States as

not inconsistent w'ith the concept of neutrafity.
Tbe posltion should be fu}ly explored.

B. A new approach to the probl-ens faclng international 1aw and a new applcoach

in respect of Statesr attltude to the peace and security of manklnd are necessary.

fhls "ne'w approach" shoul-d be made on the connoon understanding that it is only

through peace and securlty based on a strong foundatl-on of internatj.onal law,

that tbe survlval- of mankintl rests.
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Transmitted by a .rote verb: c datcd 8 t4arch 196J from Lhe
l,,l'r'i slrr.r n' Fn].Fio. Af f.ir-s .a 'fii.lp.^. F...f

/ urfgrna L -[ex"c : -h]rencn/

The Mrlagrsy Gove rn"nenr fully aplroves the views expressed jr- this
resolut i-on, which embodies the principles that have always been the basis of
l'{adagascar ts attitude tor,rards other nations.

The Minister foi. Foreign Affajl's of the l4a_fagasy ReFublic would leverthel-ess
point out to the gecretary-ceneral of the United Nations that
sub-paragraphs (a), (e) and (g) of paragraph I of the resolutj.on are not referred
+. 'ry'ir rh '.-a--i1a i and lnerefore hovc "lot in I'rocbice been submittell to
the Sixth Conmittee for s 1,udy,

Tlte l{alagasy GoveTrient would partlcLlarly like "the pr:nciple of eo-ual

rjghts end sclf-oeter:.iretion of peopLes'- Lo be placed among the principles
to be stud Led.

Sel .[-del,er:::r-ation cunstjLuLes, fJr the i!4alcgasJ Covecn,flenl, a.] sss-^nt iaL

elerne'rt in lhc rctatjcns arolg peoples; it is one of the nosl certeln r.da); of
,liscowor ird fl.] rFlr ,.ril t nf ft-a ra^h_a. ,..-rt r-- furLhcrIrLUV_LD c-.r, -ulrbcltuErrufJ, uf qv!Ju,,,6

bitter distriutes in the near future.
Because of its stand on self-determination, the Malagasy Government vas

'rnable to approve of the agreement ccncerning lfest frian reached under the
3us11.'ces of the UniLed l\jlLiors. -q.ttaching a people, rrithout .'ts consent and even

dcspite its opposjt'or, to rnotnel nat,ion const,itutes, in the vjew of the

l4alagasy Republic, a viofation of the principle of self-determination which is
a-lf the nore ser'ous lr-d oninous as Lne peolLes of Ne\.r GuiFer cnd lrdonesja
h.\rA nn ---nl- in ^-r*.h ..)l-trf.haF F.. r'l l ird.lcl-.in 't.rtd't.'.'r Fl ^r 1-.JOf LC.:r I r6q I u q!e,

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Malagasy Republic vould ther€fore
La rlaacad nlc of sFl f-deierm'het,ion n-n rdripd. ."1. the eiohtecnthnUl9 luuvv,

sessjon) to Lhe other principLes emrnerated rs topics for study in paragrapn l
of resolution IB15 (XVII ) .
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9, NIGEBJA

Transnitted by a note verba.le dated f9 JuIy L953 fron the
Penilanent l{ ssion of Nigeria

I. The Goverrl.rnent of the tr'ederation of Nigeria, a.s co-sponsor oI

General Assenbly resolution 1815 (XVII) of lB Decenrber Li62, re-affin'os its
adherence to af.I the principles enumerated in the resol-ution and ldshes that

this item be placed on the provi si onal" agend.a of the eighteenth session of the

r]^h^rq l Aecahhl1/

?. (a) Paragraph J(a) of resol-utioq
As reoards tha nrin^inla +ha! ci-e+-c F.hFll lefrain from the threat or use

of force agaj-nst the teffitorial lntegrity or politicaf independence of any

State, Nigeria'wou-ld. wlsh to add that the question of nuclear eq)losion is a

violation of the territoria] integrity of a State r*hich may be affected. by such

an expJ-osi-on,

Niooria rrhit,- p^hArihd f- +ha nrir'.ir'l- that it is the duty of States nobrr!5Ertu, 6 vv q4!

to intefl/ene in matters withh the domestic jurlsdiction of any State,

unreseryed.ly condelrns, in al.I its forn6, politica,l assassination as weLl as

subversive activities on the part of neighbouring States or any other State '

3. For consid.eration at subsequent sessions, Nigeria woul-d l-ike to propose

the foll-owing as principles of inbernational law vhich shoufd al-so govern

friendty relations and co-operation a]nong States in accordance with the

Charter of the Uni.ted Nations:-
ra) Th-o nrincinle of self -determination to all coloniaf peo])les;

(l) The principle of respect for the policy of non-alignment to any

ideofogica]- or military power bloc adopted by a Statei
l^l Trtaa nli h.inlA 

^f 
rsair'l enrrelii-.rr:\ u,/ frru !rlrL!!ru

(o) fhe principLe that ideological and warl-ike propaganda shou-ld be

avolded in the conducb of internatlonal relations.
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TranEr0itteq by a note verbale dated tO Juty t95t

116^^-^r - r --..cuu6,,,ratt]g lne l-mportance of progressive developnent of international lav in
relations a&ong States of different sociaf aJrd economlc systelxs, the polish
Government considers the efaboration of legal prlnclp].es concerning coexlstgirce
between them a highly purposeful neasure.

The Polish Goverrrnent is of the opinion that basing such principles upon the
charter of the unrted Nations is a very positive fact since it emphasizes the
pernanent val,ue of the Charter as the essential part of the contenporary
lnternatlonaf law bind.ing all States, both Members and. aon-members of the
United Nations.

On the other hand, tn viev of a considerable lapse of tj_ne since the
formulation of the charter of the united Nations, there arises a necessity of a

nelr fook upon so&e of its lrlncipfes. Without aspiring to change the provlsions
lncfud.ed. in the Charter it Is appropriate to reaffirm, fron the point of viev of
the nev needs of international fife, those pxinciples vhlch, as norns of
international lav, vould. become the principl-es of friend\r relation€ and eo_.-o.peratl.o4
anong States.

Since fruitfuf neasures in pursuit of this end. were initiated by passing
the resolution 1815 (xvIf) of 1B Decenbet rgSz, by the Generat Assenxbl-y of the
United Nations, it woul-d. be good_ to take a further step and formulate ne\,r

principles or develop the existlng ones with s. vlew to their inportance for the
prcgressive d.evelopment of inter:national 1av.

ft seeros that in thls connexion referring to the lrecise\r elaborated
czechoslovak draft resolut Lon A/c.6/L.50! vould !.lay an especiafly positive role.

Recognlzing the appropriateness of tbe principfes mentioned. in paragraph J
of reeorution r8l-5 (xvII), the Pol-lsh Governnent vishes to pronounce rts opinion
as to thefu vording, and to present motions as to the fornulation of further
principfes.

frqn the Perrnanent l.tission of Pol-and
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Considering the maintenance of vorld peace as the imperative requirenent of our

times one shoufd. emphasiz€ the validity of giving priorlty to the principles of
xefrainlng from the tbreat or use of force 1n international relations and the
principle of peaceful Eettfement of inter:national disputes (paragraphs ,a and ,b of
the resolutlon). The i-ncluolon of both principles is af1 the nore approprlate as

both of them are two sides of the same problem and. contain elenenls facifitating
the naintenance of peace and the elininatlon of acts of aggression.

Speaking of the princlples enforced. by denands of contemporary 11fe, one

cannot lgnore such basic condition of naintalnlng leace and ensuring friendly
relations and co-operation among States as the postulates of disa;rma,nent whlch

remain in cl-ose refation to the forner principles. Their meanir'rg for the world. ls
of such welght that they should take their due place in .layir]g d.own the principle
devoted to the problem of dtsarrnament. There are also other consideratlons
sleaking for such a necesslty.

The provisions of the Charter of the United Natlons with regarcl to thls
problen, lncl-ud.ed ln article 26 of the Charter, 6peak only of "a system for the

regulation of arnanents " vhich is to contribute "to the establishment and

malntenance of i-nternational peace and securlty vith the least dlversion for
armanents of the 'worl-d.rs human a.nd economlc resources. "

In the era of tr)owerf\rl rreapons of mass destructlon thls wordlng, coming back

to the year 1945, should. be given a nel,r enphasis by postufating general- and

complete disarmament.

Partial measures, e,g. creation of atom-free zones, should a16o take theh
place among other disarnament postulates.

The suggested. vord.ing of the prlnci1lle devoted to thls probfem is as fol-l-ows:
ttGeneral and complete dlsaJmament under international control constltutes

the most effective guarantee of friend.ly rel-ations and peacef\]l co-operation
among States of different political and social systens ' With a view to this,
aIL States shall- seek to reach agreenent on general and complete disarmaeent
und.er internatlonal control within the shortest tlne possible.

"As ide fron the actions rel-ative to the agreement on general end complete
d.lsaflnament, States shal-l ma,lte every effort to realize measures facilltating
and encoula€lng general a.nd. comtr)l-ete dlsamament, especially those neasures
that vould. provide for the reafization of dlsarmament in definite regions
having a great importance to nalntaining the vorl-d. t s leace and seturity.r'

Wtth regard to other prlnciples lncluded in laragraph J of the resofutlon,
they requlre a more preclse wordlng.
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This especlally concerns the principle set forth 1n paragraph , (c) of the

resolution, 1"tj. ch read.s as fol-lows: "the d.uty not to intervene in nxatters lilthin
the domestlc jurj-sdlction of any State, in accordance with the Chart,er".

The experience bo date shovs that the principLe of tne doDestic jurisdicblon
of a State under Arb,l-cLe 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter of the ljblted Natlons has

been repeatedly utilized in the lnterest of the States possessing cofoni.es and to
the disad.vantage of the peoples liberating themselves fron col-onial rule. In
connexion r,ri [h tLis, lhe princlp.le in paragraph J (c) shoufO. be ]-aid d.or,rn in
urrc ruf4uwru6 w@J,

"States shafl have the d.uty not to intervene ln matters vhich are vithin
the d.omestlc jurisdicti-on of any other State, in accordance vlth the Charter.
This princlpJ.e shal-l not remain in confli-ct with tlre resoLution of the
General Assembly re]-atlng to tbe matters of d ecolonizatlon., and., partlc'd-ar.Iy,
rvith the Declaration on the grantlng of independ-ence to col-on1al countries
and" peopl-es, of fl+ December lplO (resolution l)ll+ (XV)). "

Al-so the principle of soverelgn equality of States, mentloned. in paragraph J (d),
requires a more concrete elaboration upon its contents in the Iight of rlgtrts
and duties of States as subjects of international Iaw. It is nost ufortunate
that not al-l- tjtates as sovereign subjects of international lav nay enjoy equal

-i -].+ ^ A- ^1 ^^..^-+ --^rr6.uer },.-of of this is the fact tbat the rlghts in the sphere of
such an essentia] manifestation of sovereignty as in the free particlpation in
international turnover have been enp.loyed to practically exclude some States fron
particj.pation in international conf erence s.

This aJ-so concerns a mlnber of discriminatlon acts barring a number of States

from lnternational turnover.
The prlnciple reJ.atlng to soverelgn equal.ity of States shou1d., in this

connexion, have Lhe fouovlng vording:

"Ibrticipation in international conmunity and relatlons anong States
shal-I be based. upon the lrj-ncipl-e of sovereign equali.ty. States, a subject
of international 1aw, have equal- rj-ght s and duties and, therefore, no
politlcal-, economic, geographical consid.erations or other reasons shall limit
the capacltles of a State for ful-l- activity, and free participation in
internationa] turnover, j.ncluding internatlonal conferences., nu-Ltilateral-
agreenents and lnternatlonal organizations. rl
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Aside from the foregojng principles ther-c rre other legal principJes baving

a great importance fo|Deaceful and friendly co-operatj,on among gtates of
r'lifferent 11-lil-i^Fl ehA e^.inl crrctamc

The pririciple concerning the right to s elf- d eteamlnation of peoples,

confirmed oy tne Charter of the Uniired Nat,lons as r.lrtlversally bindiog, has

undergone a definite evolution since its forrnu-Lation in 1945. The principle of
self- deterninati on l-a6, in its d.evelopnent, become nore and nore exp.Iicit in thc
formulations of nany resolutions passed by the General Asserobly of the United
Np+innc a< r vdqrr'l+ -f or.wihp st)e.eAsaA .f f '-a cl--1tdol,. f.r natioral libelation

and the breakdol'n of the colonlal svstera.

The most distlnct expression of lt is to be found in the Declaxation cn the
granting of independenFe to colonial coultries and peoples, of tl+ Decenrber 1960
| - ,. --.' /.*,\\\Tesorurrorl L>L+ \,\v ) ),

Thus a slgnlficant step forward has been made as the Charter of the United

Nations, recognizing the existence of non- self- governing terlitories and peoples
(in Chapter XI), creating the Trusteeship Systen and ++[bing f.g{!F nethods and

forms of its superv-ision and developnent (in Cbapters Hf .na#ff), approacbed

this probLem fronr the point of vier^r of the situatlon ln 1945.

At l-.h,= nroseri -nmen+ ^^n^iA6F:ha +r--6 ^-^r- Len0 af se-Lf- d,ete rninati on fronx

+hF n^ih+ nf rrierr ^f +ha current world situation, in vhich the existence of
rennants of bhe col-onial system is a survival hindering peacefuf and -[riendly
co-operation, the principle of self- determination shoufd. be laid d.own as a legal
nrirainle 

^f ^^-aviefah^-

fhe suggested wcrding of this princ-ip1e is the following:

"Every nation has the right tc se.lf- deteraination, includ.ing the
creatlon of 1ts independ.ent and sovereign State; to free choice of its
ovn political, social and economic system, and to llul-l- sDvereignty over
its national resources, gtates should approach this right of nations
with utnost respect and he-Lp lts reaiizaLion,"

Another very essential problero of co-exjstence is tbe questlon of
lnternatlonal trade exchange. As one of the purposes of the United Natlons the
Charter mentions !

_ "To acbieve internrtiorral co-operaLion in sofvjng inbernationaf probfeos of

! an economic character", and postulabes "solutjons of lnternationa.l economic
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problens" witb a view to the creation of conditions of stability and lrelI-being
necessary for naintaining peaceful and frlendly relations anong natlons
(Article 55 of t,he Charter).

Far- reacbing changes have been brougbt about in the lrorld since the

forr0ufation of these postulates in 191+5. The connexion between the naintenance

of world peace and the development of lnternationaf econonoic re]ations has become

cl-earer and clearer.
The use of trad-e barriers of a d.iscriminatory character by sone States

creates obstructions for the inpleuentation of nati-ons t right to international
trade exchange.

A very unfrrtunate thing i6 tbe application of linitations, and, in aome

cases, the issuing of bans on supplies of certaln coomodlties, already after
reaching agreements. Such practices not only impair economic turnover, but also
Iead. straight to the violation of break-off of obligations r.:nder treaties. It
ls also lnpossible to disregard the facts of subjecting the contraction or
continuance of economic relations to politj-caf conditions or utllizlng them as

tbe instr-ument of political pressure.
Taking into consideration tbe fact that the use of economic dlscrieination

und.erroLnes essential lrlncllles of lnternational law as the principles of
non- intervention and sovereign end. sovereign equau-ty of States, there sbould" be

a ban on such actions.
Tbe Pol:sb Goverment is of the olinion that Lhe principlcs with regard to

international trade exchange could have the foflowing wordlng:

o

fav

"Every nation has the right bo free j-nternationa] trade exchange
whlch, in present conditions., creates the best posslbility for the
stabilizatlon, well-being and social advancement of al-t peop.les. In
ord.er to realize this rlgbt States 6hafl, in their economic relations,
apply the princlples of equal-ity, mutual benefit snd nutual respect of
i-nterests. The use of econonic discri-oination, as - sui fleneris - an
lnstrunent of pofitical pressure, Bhafl be deemed a breach of tLle right
to free i-nternational trade exchanse."

Presenting its points of viev \,/itt) regard. to the princi,ples of international
refating to friendl-y ael-ations and. co-opexation of States, in accord.ance with
Charter of the Unlted Nations incl-uded in paragraph J of resolutj-on fBfS (XVII)the

of the General Assembly as well as otber suggested. prlnclples of lnternational
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law - the Polisb Govemment bel-ieves that their acceptance and. u6e say constitute
an essential contribution to both basing relations anong States upon respect
of law and facj-l-itating harmonious and. friendly cc-operation among them.

At the same tine, the Po116h Government is of tbe optnlon that the plesented.

prlncitr)les nay, already in ttleir present form, constitute a contribution to the
progressive developnent of internatlonal lav and may create a basis for furtber
systematic work on tbe enrichment of the progressive nollns of internationaf faw.
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The principles mentloned in paragraph , of the

with Sierra ]-.,eoner s foreign poliey, vhich is based

sovereignty and terrj-torial ioteglity of all nations

veaLth. The rule of far,r - both within the nation and

be paramount in the policies of all cor.rntries. There

in the lnternal affairs of other countries, but this

1].. SINRBA LEONE

Transnitted by a note ver;bale dated B Narch 1961 from the
l"linister of nxternal- Affairs of Sierra leone

resol-ution are in line
respect for the equal-itY,

irrespective of size or

bet een nations must

shoul-d be no interference

shoufd not prejud.ice the

duty of one country to protest in any appropriate way against j-nterna]

concliticns in another, which are inhr.rman orwhich violate the princlples of

the United Nations Charter.

Sierta Leonets foreign pol-icy affirms that no non-African nation has

any territoriaf claim over any part of African soil, and that every effort
chnrrl: hr" rnnrlc ho tr-i.1,r an ^nd i. nolnnial rdr,ines in al-l- parts of Africa. It

is also agreed that var j-s not inevitable, and shoul-d not be regarded as a

means of settling international disputes, but that such disputes should be

' pr-f.l e'rl brr rreeoefrrl nreans vithin the Unlted Natlons framewotk, where necessary'
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].2. TANGANYIKA

letter dated 2l Februa ry t961 f 
"-om 

the Pennanent
Secrcbary af External- Affairs and Defence of Tenganyika

/driginal text: Eneli sh7

fhis Government is in entire accord r.dth the sentiments expressed: it
ls our view that the ti.me is overripe for puttlng these principles, which have

been enunciated ad nausearl, into practice. The cornment of ihe fanganyika

Governrent in this regard coul-d best be expressed by the phrase "less talk,
more action".
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1'. UNITED ICTNGDOM OF GREAT SEITAIN ATD T.]ORTHIBN ]REIAND

Transmitted a letter dated 17 JuJy 1965 fronr the Permanent Mission
of the of Great Sritain

for:,g:!4q_l text: Engrj-sr/

It has alvays been the viev of Her Majestyts Govetnnent that respect for the

principles of international lav is vital- to international co-operation between

States.
For this reasonJ H:r Majestyts Government J.ook forvard to a constrtctive and.

fruitfut debate 1n the Sixth Comrittee at the eiehteenth session of the General
A--^*Lr..i>Dquury In particul-al they hope ,nua an" debate r'iill result 1n the

reaching of sol-id agreement on the basic princlples in question, as a result of vhich
new possibilities nEy be opened for internatlonal- lav to play a vider and more

irportant role in the regulation of international relations ard. in the peaceful

settlenent of lnternational dlsputes.
Her Majestyrs Government accordingly subnit the fo11-owing conments on t'Fo of

{ha fnrrv an^^i fi ^ c,,ri6^-*-,,--ts mentioned in paragraph J of resolution 1gl5 (X\Iff);
they reserve the rlght to subnit further ccnrnents on all the subjects in due course.

(t) fhe prlnciple that States shall settle thelr ihternational dispetes by

peaceful means in such s, manner that_internat icna.I F€ace and. security and"

.justice are ng!_En(1en€S.IEq

(1) Her Majestyts Goverrurent have conslstently advocated and supported the
princlple that internatlonal disputes should be settled. by peaceful means ald in
accord.ance vith the tule of 1aw. ft is not enough tb Jegard the United Nations as

dedicated. exclusively to the proposition that internaticral di sputes should be

settled t5r peacefi-r1 means, this is lndeed the prirna;ry objective of the Organization t
but it is essential to bear in mind that the Organlzation is equally dedicated" to
the maintenance and. devel-opment of the rul-e of 1av. The pflncipl-e nov under

consideration requires that States should settle thelr international d.isputes by

peaceful neahs in such a nar]]er that internatlonal peace and security ard iustice
are not endangered. It is not necessarf,r here to emphaslze the requirement that
justice shoul-d not be endangered a:rd that justlce iraplies the application of the
rule of larr: 

/ ...



A/r+7o
English
Page 4J

(e) Ae the Secretary of State for Foreign Affair6, Lord Eome, stated in his
add.ress to the General Assenbly on 27 Septenber I)622

"... the rule of law is a leEson that ve have learned from nany
nistakes and nuch suffering, and it is only by subnitting ourselves to
the 1aw that we can reconcile confficting ambitions and serve the
'i h+FrFc+c ^t --^o-oss .'r

\1) There i6 some cause for encouragenent in the progress which has been made

in recent years in the field of codificatj"on and- progressive developnent of the
substantive prlnciples of internatlonal law, But can the same be said for the
other essentiaL elenent of the rule of -Lav in tbe international sphere - nanely,

that there shoul-d be orderly, settfed proced-ures for the resolution cf
lnternational disputes according to lalr? Unfortunately, no. The nachinery for
the resofution of such disputes und.oubt ed ly exists, There are the Internatj-onal
Court of Justice, the Fermanent Court of llrbitration, innunerab.Le bifateral and

plurilateral arbitra]- tribunals and a host of bifateraf conciliation conn0issions.

Wbat is lacking in ord.er to lsake the rule of law ln the international spbere

O truly effectlve is the will to make use of these procedures.

(4) A tev statistics are sufficient to establish the seriousness of the lositj-on.
As is wel.I knolm, alJ- States Members of the United Nations are 1p6o facto parties
to tbe Statute of the Intemational Court of Justice. There are curently
lll States Members of the United Nations. Of these lfl l4enbers, only thirty-seven
have accepted the compulsory jurisdiction of tbe Court by making decfarations
under Articl-e J6, paragrapb 2 of the Statute of the Courtl and onfy four of
the thirty-five admitted to membershlp of tbe Unlted Nations since 14 Decenber 1955

have nade such decl-arations.
(:) Furthermore, it ls equally wel-l known tbat a number of declarations x0ade

h.r q+a+ac .,^a-- l.-+i^r^ 46 ner^rr}"enh, .f fhF Statute of the Court have been

xnad.e gubject to 6uch extensive and far- reaching reservations as to deprive these

d-eclarations of nucb. of theiT val-ue.

(6) The conbined. effect of these facts is seriously to linit tbe compulsory
jurisdiction of the Court in contentlous cases. Simultaneously ttrere has been

a gigniflcant falling off in tbe mrmber of cases referred to the Court for an

ad.vi6ory opinion by the organs of the United Nations and of the specialized agenciesI
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conpetent to request 6uch apinions. Between 1!22

of the effective existence of the Pernanent Court

and 1!40, in the nineteen years

of fnter"nat ional Ju6tice, sone

t\rerty- eight cases (of nhich one vas withdralm) were referred to the Court for
an advisory opinion. BeLwcen t)t6 and 1962, in the sevente^n years during .vhich

the lresent Court has fu-nctioned, only twelve cases have been refered to the
Court for an advioory opinion. 0f these Lr,relve cases, six r.rere referred to
the Court before ,I December 1950. .iccordingly betveen 1 January l!|l and

jl December L962 Line Generaf -.,.ssembly of lhe Unlted Nations has seen fit ro requesu

an a.l\ri c.rnr anihi.h f?.r rha a^, ?+ in ^h11' f^,,v -a:6c ihA -+har l,-/^ nq-^^ r.--r-rr rrFrrr-f,e| ulrrJ _LUul L -rcr uavfrrB

l)een referred r,o Lhe Court oy tvr or the specia.-lzed agencjes (filt;SCO and IluCO).

\7 ) These statistics menifest a roarked decline in recent y€ar6 in the use of

iudiclal procedures, The trend is not, however, irreversible and- Eer l,iajestyrs
tovernruent are encouraGci to hopc Lhat the f'orlhcomjng sLuoy of the principle
-f h5D^6l-l,r c6++1^---+ -, .richl+ac r-., +1a- c:v+L conalidLee wi].L result jr.,/it uuu.r14u!

recornrnendations designed to stimulate lncreased and more effective acceptance

o-t' the complr-Lsory ju-isdiction of tne Court and tc pr-cmctc grcater use of judicial
and arbltral procedures 1n generaf.
(B) In particular, Her Majestyrs Govemment are of the opinion that the United
Nations sboulJ drau attentjon once again to the provisions tI thc Statute of
thc Court and should call r,pon alL Member St"tes to give serious consideration
uv udL peoDrur -rr,y u,r r-aking dec.larations of acceptance of the compulsoly
1,.-i-Air+ir/ \r. +r-6 /a-,,-T ]lnrl.,r ^-r irl^ <6 rp1.,ftT^^V I n1. J_he S+^i.ri_p. and thatL|9lg ,U' valablavL

it shcul-d equally urge those Member States which have tlade dec.larations to
re-examine those decfarations with a view to cutting d.ol,,m and, if possible,
removlng certain of the reservations to which thelr declarations are made subject.
\9) More generally, Eer l\lajestyrs Covernment Lefieve tbab greater use coufd
and should be rade of the facillties for arbi.traticn vhich can be nade avEilable
by the Permanent Court of Arbitration. This Court has been in exlstence since
l-!02 but it6 .uachinetti has been v.ry lil.tle used. For cases whjch nay not be

who1ly suitable for judicial- settlenent by the Internatj-onal Court of Justice,
the more flexible rnachinery of the Pernanent Court of Arbitration can be utillzed,
either to enable the partles to constitute an arbitral tribunal or to provide
faci.Ilties for an arbitral tribunal or conciliation corflissj-on afread-y appolnted.
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by special agreement between the parties. It r+ifl be recalled that, last year,

Eer Majestyrs Government and the Government of lennark agreed to nake use of
facilities provlded by the Pernanent Court of Arbitration for the purposes of

the Conx0ls61on of Enquiry appointed by agreenent between the tl''o Govertments to
conduct an investlgation into the Red Crusad-er case.

(1o) finalJ-y, Eer Majestyts Government I'roufd suggest that the Sixttl cor,nittee

sbould. devote serious attention to the problem cf the decllne 1n the number of
cases referred to the International Court of Justice for an advisory opinion.

Jhe reasons for tbis decline are no d.oubt nany and various, but i-c should be a

metter for deep concern to all States interested in the naintenance and development

of the rule of l-aw in international Telations that the organs of the United Nations

and of the specialized agencies nake so little use of their powel:s to request

advisory opinions on legal- questions froro the Court.

(a) The principte of the sovereign equallty of States

(I) fn the opinion of Eer Majestyrs Government the principJ-e of the sovereign
6^'.6 1i+\r ^f ll+d+6o ic f'.*- - *nd.anental ta friendfy refations and- co-operation between

States, and fundamental to the United Natlons. This is recognized in the

United. Nations Ctarter, where .[lember SLaj-es bind thenselves (Articte 2), ln
pursuit of the Organizationrs purposes, to act on certaj,n princlples, the first
of vhich is that the organization is Lased on the principle of the sovereign

equality of al.L lts Members.

(Z) The principle enbraces the tr^'o separate but mutually related concepts of
the sovereignty and the eqr.rality of States. From acceptance of these two

fundamental concepts, certain propositions fol.Iow. fn this connexion Her l4ajestyrs

Government would recall that the San Francisco Conference of 1945 accepted that
sovereign equality includ.ee the folfowlng elements:

/\(a) That States a.re juridically equal;
(l) Tbat each state enjoys the rights inherent 1n full sovereignty;
(") That the personafity of the State is respected, as well as it6

+aFri+^rir'l ih+a--i la, oh,l h^li+i^ol ih,-lan^hnan^a.

(a) That the State should, und.er interuational order, conp.ly faithfully wlth

its internatlonal duties and obligations.
Eer l'{ajestyts Governnent subnit that it would be useful for tbe General Assenbly

in the d.ebate at its eighteenth session to exanine more fully the implications
of these elements of sovereign equality. 

/ ...
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14. yUGOSr"avur

TransmLtted by a oote verbale dated t Ju]Ly I96t fron the
Pemauent Missj-on of Yugoslavia

/-Orj-ginal text: Enelish/

I. The Government of the Soclafist Federal Repub]-ic of Yugosl-avia wisbes,
in compliance witb paragraph l+ of General Assembly resolution IBIS (XVII) to
offer certain generaf observations with regard to the consideration of "principles
of interuational 1aw concerniDg friendly relations and co-operation anoDg States
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nationstr at the Assenblyts
forthconing see sion.
2. The frame of reference of the consj-d.eration of this question is defiDed in
reso.Iution 1815 (XVII) whj-ch provides for the study of these principles "with
a view to their progressi"ve development and ccdificatlon, so as to secure their
more effectiye applicatj-on", aDd then goes on to l-ist seven of these principlesy
fouT of which are singled out for exani,nation at the eighteenth session of the
Generaf Assemb1y.

The purpcse is thus tbe progressive development and codifi-cation of the
prj-nciples of international l"av governing friendly re.lations and co-operation
among States, i.e. their creative eJ.aboration in the light of nore recent trends
and developments in the fiel-d both of internationa.l rel-ations and of lnternational-
J-alr. This will, therefore, require searctting examination of tL€1r substance

within the broader international context vithin wbich they have evolved and- nay

be enlrected to evolve.

). It wil-l be observed that according to resolution 1BI5 (XVff) tne ceneral
Assembly considers the progressive develolm.ent and codificatioD of ttrese
pxincipl-es as an essential part of the effort toward.s their more effective
application, upon vhlch the naintenance and strengthenitg of world peace so

largefy depend.. This 1s a fact which shal"l have constantly to be borne in nlnd.

and vhj"ch vil]. demand a careful study of the extent to which the observance and

ncn-observance of these princltr)fes have affected the course of internatlot]al.
re.Iations and have been a reflection tbereof.
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4. The fot.rr principl-es the General Assenbly vil]. be called upon to study at
ite next Gession (the prohibition of the threat or use of force io internationaf
relatlons, the peaceful settlenent of disputes, non-interventLon and sovereign
equality of Ststes), into the subsbance of which ve do not intend to enter here,
are, quite clearly, among tbe nost essentia.I to the growth of friendly and

co-operative reLations anong States. While of the utroost significance in
itself, each of these principles (as vel-l- as of tLte other three principles
quoted in resoluti-on t8I5 (XVII))foIm tr)art of a broad"er scheme governed by the

same general goal - the naj-ntenance and strengthening of vor]-d peace. It is
this broader scheme and general- goal which the Assembly should. always have in
nind, in the course of the succeosive steps toward.s the accomplishnent of the

inportant task vhich is the progressive d"evelopment and codification of
prlncip.l-es governing fxiendly rel-ations and co-operation anxong States.

,, It is in the l-ight of bhese general considerations that the Assenbly sbould.,

1n our opinion, apprcach the problen of the actual forn in hich tbe concl-usions

arrived at e.s a result of the consid.erati-on of this iten shoufd be set forth.
These conclusions will natura.Ily be enrbod.ied in the appropriate Genera.l- Asserrbly

resolutions which, it is to be hoped., will gradually merge into a more

conprehensive and fornal document. Tbe precise nature of thls document nay

be exlected to emerge fron the course of forthconing General Assenbly d.eliberations,
as vill- ar. answer to the other questions tLrat have been posed, such as that of
possibl-e further princitr)]es to be exar0ined or of tbe sequence in vhich the
exanxiDations should. take pJ-ace. 0n these aDd- other questions, tbe Yugoslav

Government wilL state its position in due course.
6. In conc1ud.lng, the Governoent of the Socialj-st Federal Republic of
Yugosl-avia vishes to emphasize the very great loportance it attacbes to the

successfuf pursuance of tbe end.eavours that have nov so happily beeD initiated.
and. which nay confidently be expected to have a gxowiDg and beneficial itrpact
in the twiu fields of lnternational relations and international lav.




