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I. The Fifth Conmlttee., at its l_O4'th and 1ol+6th meetings held on 20 and
21 Novenber 196J, consldered agend.a ltera 62: Sca]e of assessments for the
apportionment of the expenses of the united Nations: Report of the coomittee on
contrcibutlons. rt had before it the report of the connlttee on contributions
(l/55tO), a draft resolutLon proposed by the United Arab Republ-ic and
Tugos.l-avia (A/c,5h'.8o6) and a report by the secrerary-cenerar- on the cofr-ectlon
of Contrlbutions as at 16 Septenber L96j (A/e.r/985 and Add,l).
2. The chairnan of the coumrttee on contrlbutions, in lntroducing the report,
recal-led that under resol_ution IBTO (XVII) the General- Assembly had requested tbe
connlttee to nake recomrendations concerning possib.le revisions in the scale of
asseasments, ln the l-ight of the resul-ts of an expert study of different systems
of national accounting lrh1ch the secretary-Genera.l was to und ertake. The General-
Assembly and the Connlttee on Contrlbutlons had long been concerned with the
problem of inproving the conparabillty of the tvo naln systerns of natlonal
accountingj namely, the unlteal Nations system of Natlonal- Accounts (sNA) and the
Material- Product systen (MPS), The secretary-General r s report to the counlttee on
contrlbutions on the first phase of the expert study, a'hich had been lnltiated by
consultations with four experts fron czechos.rovakla, Ifungary, the unlted Kingdon
and the unlted states showed that prcgress had been nade in the comparleon of the
tlto systens. In the light of the expert study, the Connlttee on Contri.butlons had
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reviewed the infarnEtion subnitted by Member States and in two cases,

Czechoslovekia and Hungary, had. recomended a dovnvard revision of thelr
assessments 'trith retroactive effect to the years fg62 and' 196r. Referring to the

assessment of the Member States admitted to the organizati.on at the seventeentb

session and. at the fourth specj-al session, tbe Chairnan explained' that since the

eonmlttee on ContributLons vas required to undertake a general review of the

scale ln !96\, it had decided. not to integrate the rates for the new Menrbers in
the existing scafe at the present tilne. With regard to the contributlons of the

new Menbers for their year of admission, the Conrnittee on Contributions had

suggested. that if the General Assemb].y should decide to nake an exception to tlre

rule and fix their contributions at fess than one-third of the contributlon for
the fuft year, tbe reduced contribution should. not be Jess than one -ninth ' In

eonclusion, he caf-Led on lvlember states to pl'ovide the cornrrittee with as corpLete

statistlcaldataaspossibletoassistitinitsreviewofthesca].eatits
sesslon in 1!6L.
z rn infrnn,r^ind rhe 4raft resolution prolosed by the United Axab RePublic and).
yugosfarla (e/c.s/l.eo6), thre repreEentative of the united Arab Republic explained

that the difference bettrcen the draft resolution recormrend.ed by the Conanittee on

Contributions and the one now presented. vas nainly a guestion of forn' In the

opinion of the sponsorE, a scale of assessments should. be reconrnend.ed every three

years and in the interi.m the reconunendations should be limited to changes in the

scafe. They had incofporated in the draft text the recomoendations of the

colmittee on contrlbutions on the assessments of czechoslovakia and. sungary and

of the nev Member States. Certain Menbers and groups of Members were not

completeJ-y satisfied with the existing scale of assessments and" the Conoittee on

Contributj-ons vas endeavouring to achieve greater cornparability in the

statistical data used as a guid.e in d.etermining the assessments of Menber states.

Itvasalsoimportantthatthed.evelopingcountrles,invier''ofthej-rspecia]-
econonic and. flnanclal problems, receive due consid.eratlon in the cal-cuLation of

rates of assessuent and that a dj-rective be given to the Conmittee on

Contributions to that effect. As guidance to bhe Conmittee and' to assist it in
its work, the folloving tvo paragraphs (p and 10) had therefore been inctuded in

the lrorosed draft resofution:
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"fn caLcul-ating rates of assessment, the Comrdlttee on Contributions
is requested. to give due attention to the developlng countries in view of
their special- economic and financial problems;

"The Secretary -Genera I is requested. to transnit to the Coruqj-ttee on
Contributions the record of the d.iscussions of the scal-e of assessmen-cs ar
the ei.ghteenth session of the General Assembly together with the report of
the Fifth Cormittee on that subject."

With reference to operative paragrapir 4 in whlch a bfank had been left for the
prolortion to be contributed by Algerial Burundi, Janeica, Rvanda, Trinidad and
Tobago and Ugand.a for their year of admission, he suggested that unless there
lrere other proposal-s the reconnendati-ons of the Cornnittee on Contributions be
endorsed by the insertion of the words "one ninth'r in the foul'th line, whlch
voufd then read. ttan amount equal to one ninth of tbeir percentage assessnenttt.
4. In the cour€e of the dlscussion, the recomnendat j-ons by the Connittee on

Contributions received. generaJ- support. Several d.elegations expressed.
satlsfactlon vj.th the progress nad.e in the stud.y of the important and difficult
problen of the comparEbil-ity of the national incone statistics of Menber States.
ft vas hoped that progress r,rouLd. continue in this field, and. that the Conmittee on

Contributions fox its next revie of the scal_e voul-d tahe lnto account tbe
concfusions of the expert consul-tants, as vel_l as the work of the Conference of
European Statisticians. It was also suggested that the Corunittee might consider
the possibility of using as a guide net national product at market prices, instead
of national incone estirnates at factor cost as used. at present.
5. wi,th reference to paragraph 9 of the proposed draft resolut ion (p,/C.5/f .Ba5),
it 1.as pointed. out that the tr]roblems of the d.eveloping countries had. always been
given special consid.eration by the Comrnittee on Contributions in accordance vith
previous General" Assembly d.lrect1ves. ft r.roul-d therefore be nore correct and nore
in line with previous practice to request the Connittee to ttcontLnuett to glve due
attention to th€se countries. In reply, it was stated that the sponsors recognized
that the situation of the developing countries had always been taken into account
in d.raving up the scafe of assessments, but that there vere new efements ln the
sltuation vhich should be weighed. As the text of the proposed draft resol-ution
was the result of consultations among a large m:rnber of d.elegations, and. ln fact
represented a comprornise text, it vzs hoped. that it could be accepted. by the
Flfth Committee vithout amendment.
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6. wtth regard to the terms of reference of the Connlttee on Contributions, it
was stressed by some delegertions that in arrlvlng at the scale of assessments, the
Corulttee should continue 1to have regard to the nain factors specifically
mentloned therein, namely, conparative income per head of population, temporary
dlsfocation of national economies arising out of the Second Worfd War and the
abillty of Menber States to secure forelSn currency. They could not accept the
conclusion that the effectfi of the Second World War on the economles of countries
were fully reflecteil in the national iocone estimates. They maintained that
allor,iance should continue 'Lo be made for the fact that a certain proportion of the
national income lras stllf used in some countries to cover expenses arisl.ng out of
tbe war. The difficulty e:tperlenced by nany Member States in obtaining foreigll
currency should al-so be girren greater \^'eight. A fornula to nake allowance for
this factor night, it vas riuggested, be developed by calculating coefflcients
based on the relatlonship between the proceeds, in convertible currencles, from
exports on the one hand ancl national incone per capita on the other. fn addition,
the Conmittee on Contribut:Lons r0Lght revlew the question of the ceiling on the
highest contribution whlch in prlnclple was to alpty only "in normal tlmes'r. The

view was also expressed that the ceiling principle should apply only to ttie scale
for the apportiorment of the adninistrative expenses of the Organizatj-on.

7. other delegations fe].t that reconstructlon and the all-eviation of the
devastating effects of the Second WorLd War had now been conpleted in nost
countTles, The gap betveerl the per capita incone of the economically developed
and under-developed countr:Les continued, however, to widen, a tendency which wes

so disturbing that the Unlred Natlons had decided to convene a special Conference

on Trade and Devefopnent irr t!6\. In the course of the discussion of the varlous
factors to be taken into ar:count by the Comittee on Contributions in arriving at
the scale of assessments ar'r.d the welght to be given to each of these factors, the
warning was given that a nodification of any of the gutdlng principles might
up6et the deflcate balance that had been achieved over the years '
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B. In arriving at the rates of assessments for the new Menber States, the
co''ulttee on contributions had made arlo.,rance for the fact that, 1n the case of
ALgeria, national lncoue esti.mates for the base perl.d r-g57-r-g5g irould not refr-ect
the countryr s current capaclty to pay' The co''lttee had enphasized however that
the assesssent recomended voufd not necessarir-y deterid.ne the rever- for f'ture
years ' The representatlve of Algeria drev attention to the varlous factors
affectlng the econoqy of his country and to the enornous taek of rehabilltation and
econonic reqonversion lritb rrbi ch lt was faced and qhi.ch, he stated, would absorb
the countryrs ltulted resources. Nationar income statlsti.cs l,rere not read.lry
avaifabl-e, but 1t i{as known that the per capita incone vas one of the lowest ln the
world, estlnated at $26 in cer.oain regions lcega"d.ed as relatlvely prosperous.
tr\:rtheruore, such figures as were avail_abl_e on natlonar income sbowed a declLne
from sone $2,ooo ndl-lron in 1p!! to $l-r200 nitlion 1^ 1963, ft was probabl_e
therefore that when the necessary statlstlcs becane available they ffour-d justify a
reduction 1n the assessnent of Algeria to the r01D1nua of O. Olr per cent,
9' During the dlscussion, other delegations, vhose views are €uena'iz ed 1n the
records of the Fifth connlttee, advanced arguments for a reductj.on 1n theix
assessments - china, chile (1ol+6th neeting). other de.r-egations referred to
statenents made by then during the general debate on the budget estrmates for 1964
(agenda itern JB) i.n whlch they had explained theiT poslti.ons with regaxd to the
appostl.nnent of the expenses of the united Nations: Bufgarla (rolotrr ueetlng),
ByeLorussian sovlet socialist Repubfi c (r-oz8th neetlng), unlon of soviet sociallst
Republ-i cs (fOazna neeting).
l-0 ' At the cl.se of the discusslon., the d.raft resolution (a/c.5/r".Bo6) proposed by
the united Arab Repubfic and yugosravla, with the words "one nlnthrr lnserted in
operative paragraph 4, r.ras adopted unanimously by the Fifth conulttee.

RECOMMENDATION O3 THE FTTTE COMMITTEE

lf' The Fifth comlttee therefore reconmends to the General Assenbr-y the adoption
of the fol_Lotr-ing draft reso.Iutlon:
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Scafe of Assessments for the Apportiorinent of the nxpenses of
the United Nations

The Generaf Assembly, - I

Eaving considered the report of the Connittee on ContributionrJ
Resolves that:
I. The rates of assessment for Czechoslovakia and lfurrgary for 1964

estabfished in paragraph f of Generat Assembly resolution 1691 A (XVI) of
IB Decenber 196l shat] be decreased for Czechoslovakia to l.O4 per cent and for
Hungary to 0.)t per centj

2. The rates of assessnent for the States ad.nitted to membership j-n the

Unlted Nations at the seventeenth and. the fourth special sessions of the General-

Assenbfy for 1!64 shall be as foflows:
Al-geria 0,10
Bunindi .O '04

0.05Janaica
Kul\tait
Rwanda

^ ^t.

0,cl+
o.r4
O.O1+

Trinidad and Tobago

Uganda

and these rates shall be added to the scale of assessments for l-9b4i

1. For the year L963, the rates of assessuent for the States admitted to
membership in the United Nations at the seventeenth session of the General Assenbly

sha11 be as follows:

Member States Per cent
Algeria
Surundi
Jamaica

Rwanda

0.fo
O.04

0.05
0.01+

0,04Trinidad and Tobaao

Uganda . 0.o4
These rates shall- be in additlon to the scal-e of assessnents for 196, under

General Ass er0bly resolutions $91 A (fvl) and 1B?O (XVII) and shall be applied
to the same basis of assessment as for other Menber Statesi

Official Records of the General Assembfy, Ei-ghteenth Session, Supplenent
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l+' Buflindi, Janaica, Rwanda and rrinldad and robago, which becane Men'bere
of the u'ited Natlons on 18 septenb er L962, and Algerla and uganda, which became
Menxbe?s on B and 25 October f952 respectively, shall contrlbute for the year of
admisslon an amount equal to one nlnth of their percentage assessment for L961
appl-ied to the net bud8et for l-962;

5. Kuralt, $hich became a Menber of the Unlted Natlons on t4 trlay 1!65,
shall- contribute for the year of admission one half of its percentage assessment
for l"!64 appl-ied to the net budget for 196r;

6. The reductions in the rates of assessment for Czechoslovakla
(0.f5 per cent) and Eungary (O.05 per cent) for l-!54 shalt also apply to their
contrlbutions to the Unlted Nations regular budget for L962 and. f95J and the
resul-ting credits to the two states shatr, notwithstanding regulation !.2 (c) of
the tr'i.nansial Regulatlons of the unlted Nations, be derived from the contributions
to be nade by new Member States for tLre years Ip6Z and, 195J under paragxaphs ,,
l+ and ! above;

7. Under financial regulatlon !.8, ALgeria, Errundi, Janaica, Kuwait,
Rwanda, lrinldad and robago, and uganda sharl nake advances to the working capltal
tr\-rnd corresponding to the 1964 rates of assessments for these states applled to the
amount of the trilnd for L)6\, as established in paragraph 1 of Generaf As.enbly
resofution _ (XVfff), sueh advanees to be carried as additlonaL to the
authorized level of the r\rnd, pending the incluslon of the rates of assessments
fo? the ner' I{ember Sta.tes in a scale of l_OO per cenu

B, The reductione in the advances to the Woxking Capltal trund of
Qzechoslovakia and Eungary, resulting from the downward revision in their rates
of assessment for r)6\, sharl constitute a neduction in the amount carried as
ad'dltional to the authorized r-evel of the !\:nd. in respect of the advances to the
F'und by new Member States undex paragraph.f above;

9' rn cal-cu]atlng rates of assessment, the connittee on contributions is
requested to give due attention to the devefoplng countries in view of their
special- econonic and flnancial problens;

tO. The Secretary-General 1s requested to transmlt to the Conmittee on
contributions the record of the dlscussions of the scale of assesements at the
eighteenth session of the Gener€l Assenbl-y, together with the report of the
Flfth CoEnLttee on that sub.i ect.




