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Eiglteenth sesslon

IMORMATTON FROM NON-SXIF-GO1'XF.MNG IERRTTOR]3S

!OIIT]CA], AND CONS'TITUTIONAI INFORMATTON ON ATB,ICAN AND
ADJACENT TEBRITOR]ES TINDER UNTTED K]NGDOM ADMINTSTBATION

Note by the Secretary'*C€ne"al

SEYCTIT'T'IIS

fn accordance wlth the stetement of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affalr8
of the United Kingdon of Great Britaln and llorthern frel-and on 27 Septenb er 196!,
the Goverrurent of the United Kingdona has transnitted to the Secretary-Ceneral, the
fol-].olllng pol-ttlcal- and constitutlonal lnforuation on the Terrltory of Seychel-1e6.

fhls infornatlon, which vaa recelved on ? lhrch L961, fs herewith srtbnitted
to the ceneral AssenbLy at its elghteenth eession.l/

L/ fn accordance $tth cener€l Assenbly resolutlotr f700 (XVI) of l-9 Decenber 1961,
this lnformtlon l-e al-eo sublLLtted to the Cormlttee on fr.formtlon froar
Non-Se1f- Governlng Terrltorles .
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SEYCffiTT,RS

?O?UI,ATION

l. The Territory of the geychelles conslstB of ntEety-two iB].andsi moBt of the
land area, and of the populatlon, 1s eoncentrated on the igland of lrhhe. Tbe
populatlon of the Seychelles at the census taken ln Vay 1960 r"as 4tr425. Apart
from a very snall number of Aslang eugaged ln trade and, comaerce, and a few
Europeaos, aIL are Seychellots.

CONSTI{NNION

2. Ttle preeent Conetttutlon, rhich dates from l-960, provldes for a Goveruor,
asslsted by an Executlve Couacl]. and I tregislative Councll_. fts uaLn feetr:reg are
as fo11ov6 :

Governor

1. The Govemor (at present the Earf of Oxfard and Asqulth ) 1s head of the
adnlnlstration of the Terrltory. In the exerclse of hls power6, he iB advised by
the Executlve CouncLl. Ee nornal.ly acts ln accordance lllth the sdvice he receives
from the Executlve CouncLl and can only act agslnst thls advlce ln Epectfled
clleumBtances.

Executlve Council

4. lll:e Executive Coulcll- 1s the princttrnJ- executlve organ and nornally takes
declslons on aIL roattere affectl-ng the tnternal governnent of the Terrltory.
ft ls composed of four non-offLclal nembera (of vhon thxee are elected ) and four
ex offlclo clvi]. servante. The present menberebL! of the Executil,'e Councll, under
the chalznanship of the Governor, lB aB follovs:

Dr. ll.E. Stevenson-lelhom6e
I't. E. C, Contler
I4r. L. -\4. E. Savy
Mr. tr'.E. Ah-l&ne
V.r. C.P. IJoyd ( Colontal Secretary)
M", A.F.M.A. Sauzler ( Attorney-@neral )
I4r. J.W. Jeffrey (Ad'nl nlEtratlve Secretary)
Temporarily vacant ( Trea surer ).
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A1]. but the last three naned are locaI inhabltants. The last Trea Burer rEs al-so

a l-ocal inhebitant.

Leglslative Councl].

5. The Leglsl-attve Councl]. pasges laws, lrith the assent of tbe Governor, for the
peace, order and good government of the Seychelles. It consl-sts of six non-officlal
nembers (of r.'hon five are elected) and slx civl1 servante, including
four ex-officlo and two nonlnated, under the presld.ency of the Governor.

EI,ECTOBAL SYSTB\4

6. [he ftve elected nembers of the Ieglslatlve Cormci]- are chosen by virtua]-ly
'rniversal- a duJ-t euffrage (there ls a es€LL property and llteracy qualiflcatlon).
The last elections lrcre he].d la 1960 and the foL].owiog vere returned:

Dr. M.E, Steverson-trElhorue
I'[T6. E. de Cou].ba c -]h zerleux
!lr. I.M.H. Sqvy

1,4". E.C. Gontler
Mr. F.W. Farsons,

AlL rspxesent the tsa]rpayexg and Froducers ?arty, except for
IIrs. E. de Coulha c-V:a zefLeul{ vho stood ae an lndependent.

JT}DICIARY

7, fhere 1s a Suprene couxt 1n the Territory, presided over by the Chlef Justlce,
vith fuIL clvil- and crlnalnal- Jurlsdlct1on, In addition there is a roaglstratesr
court, fihlch has civ11 and cllnlna]. Jurlsdlctlon ln restrpct of l-ess serlouo offences.
Appeal ln clvll- cases Lles to the Supreue Court of lr-aurltluE, and in crlnlnal cases

to tb,e East Afrlcan Court of Appeal-. The legaL syeten 1n tbe Terrltoty 1s based on

the lYapoleonlc Code (vllich va6 1I1 force at tbe tlne Seychelles beeane a Crovn

Colony), as aneuded from tlme to tine by 1ocal ordl,nance.

IOCAL GOVERNMENI

8. fhere are trro dl-strlct councllB tn tbe Territory elected on a basis of
unlversal adult Euffra ge , v|z., the vlctorla Dlstrlct counciL (the capital) and

\
\

I



41)+u-LlAdd.d
EngLish
Pa ge 4

the Praslin District councir (vhich covers the isl-aDd of kaslin and. flve other
islands). fhese councils perform the nornal- range of 1oca1 goverr:ment ftnctions
6uch as naintenance of roeds and rarkets and Etreet cleaning, and ralse revenue
from property on taxes and fees. fhere are J.ocal boaxds in North yehe and
South Mahe, la Dtgue and Sllhouette. Members of these boards are appointed by the
Governor and their powers are more restricted.
9. A local- government board iB responslble for supervlsing the vork of the
Victoria and Ffa s].in mstrlct Couneifs and acts as advlser to the l-ocal boa"ds.
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