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Slxteentb of the Ad

L. ll'lre Advlsory Cormittee on Ad.ULnlstratlve and Bud getaly questlons congldered

-
tbe repor! of the Secretery-GeneraL on the alteretlon, Iuprovement and. naJor

O r*rot"oaoce of tbe Palals ttes Natlons (A/c.5/gVz).

2, lflre Secretary-Geoeralt E repolt, which corS:rlseg three sectlons: '(I) alteratlon
and Lmprovement of preolses; (2) na3or nalntenance of prenlsesl aud (r) method.6

of flnancing, ls essettlally an interln one. Uhl1e the Seeretary-Generp,I cal-Ls

attention to the @,gnltud.e of the progreme, he lltrlts hj?hilelg to requestlng at
tbte tlne the Genere,L Aesenblyr s approval - and the relevant approprlatlons - fox

the lmplenentatlon of two 6pec1f1c proJects ln p6l+:

(g) IDEtall€.tlon of a d-el-egates I lounge, requirilrg an addittonal provlsion

of $!0,000 und.er sectlon 7;

(q) Re conall tl oDlng of those P,rts of the rooflng lrhich are ln the most

Berlous condltlon, requlrlng an ad.dltional approprlatlo4 of $ .5r00O, al-so und.er

sectlon 7' Tl:e balance of the total cost of recondLtlonlng the loofillg would

be tnc1utled ln the bud get estlmateF fov f96, ($7o,ooc) and 1966 ($t5,O0o)'

5, A]prt from theBe tlro concrete proposalo, tbe Secretary-GeDeral-'s report

coEtalns, ln section I, a brlef historlcaL sumaty of the nodernlzatlon ple,a ald

otlrer rel"atetl proJects carrled out et a cost of BoBe $2r 2O:Lr 0O0 at the Pal-a,ls des

Ilatlons, whlcl1 lras bullt betveen L%.9 aJ|| 1917 a.nd. concelvetl ln the J.lght of the
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speclal regulrements of the r,eague of lvations. trlrrth.e,nxore, at lts seventeeEth
6esslon, the ge.er'r Aeeembllr authorr.zed the seplacement of the teJ-ephone
exchange systen of the pal.ais, at an eBti&atecl cost of eoEe $50O, OOO.
l+. r-n paragraph l+ of hLs reporb, the secretary-General ludlcateg. ffha,t ie the
preseEE capacltJr of the Asse@blx Eall, the councll chamber, aad the confereDce
roons. rn the subsequent paragrephe, he recalle the growing difflcultles faced. at
the ?al€.ls as a reeult of the trend toward.s hold.lng an lncreaslng number of
lnten:atl onat confe?ences 1u Geneva, a.rdrng thet there lrould lnevitably be a need.
for a further ex;:anslon of exlsttng facllttles lf uxat trend. were to contlnue,
fhe gec"etaly-Genera,l- beL:Leves that the tlae has come to consld.er rlhat further
actlon ts called for. Thls is a poLlcT, natter lE shlch the factors to be welghed
are the potentialltles of the palale d.es Natlons and. tb.e e,.be't to whlch
Governme'ts desl.re to use 1ts facllLtle. 1n the comlng year6. To th16 end., the
secretary-GeEeral recormend.s that a c@preheaBl.ve ex€JlLDatlon of e,LL rel_evant
factors should be netre by the Advr.ory ccmlttee d.urlng the earllr part of L964,
thus enabllng the Ge'erar- Aseebbly at 1ts nineteebth ses'lon, to uld.ertatse a more
d"etall-ed. assess&ent of future needs end. the most approp"rate na'Der 1n vhlch
tbey nteht be met.

5' A,s regard-e nalntenance, the secretary-Greneral recalr.s 1n se.ctlon rr of h1s
reporb that, ln h1B foresord. to the budget estlnateB for ]:gGI+ rL/ he drev
speelal attentlon to the preseDt state of repair of the preuJ.ses in Geneva and
1nd.1cated. that rt r,rou-rd be neces'arf,r to rndertake a subFtantlel progt'rr*,* of naJor

"ehabllltatLon at e,n ea"Ly stage. Ind.eed,, si.ce tbe Untted lVatlons took over
the Palais La L)l+6, ex;rend.ltures for @lnteDance have been conflaed to nor[el_
elean1lg, p8'lDtlng and. nlnor preventlve repalrs and repJ-a.cementsi apart frc,la the
vork d.one lu connexlon q'rth the e'Qanslon antl iuprovement of the coufereEce
erea, lro naJor proJect' of ealntenaice a&d repalr of the preelses a3 a rhore have
been 

'nd.ertaken. A6 a consequence, there are, accordlng to the secretary-Genera1,
a nr:mber of Eetters regulrl'g urgent attentlon, inter alle, couplete lnspectlc,n
ard repalr of arl rooflng, repr-a,cement of obeolete er.evator*, repalx and recoverlng
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of floorlng, heatlng and. alr-cond.itionlng, rep]acenent of boil"ers aEd. fue]- storege

taDls, of wor! and. d.efectlve slEultaneous lnte4)retatlon equipBeDt, reBurfaclng
and. luprovemeBt of Llgtttlng of roadvays, etc., repalr and. ns,lntenabce of the
vlllao be]-onglEg to the U!l.ted- l{atLone.

6. Wlth the exceptlon of the rooflug repairs whicb. should., as indi cated ln
paragraph 2 above., be starbed ln !p6\, aLJ- other ralnlenance proJects ljt-6ted. ln the
precedlng paragraph elCbt, lD the opfulon of the Secretary-General, be erm,rdDed

by the Attvlsoly Co!@lttee 1n conJunction v"lth 1ts revleu' of ccnference facil-Ities,
as reco&&eEd.ed. 1r1 paragraph 4 above.

7. lastly, Ln sectlon III of hlg report, the Secretary-GeleTa]-, after reca]-llng
the two speclflc provlsions requlred for J-!61+ (oee payagraph 2 above ) etates
tbet lt 1g concelvabl-e that, at 1t6 nlbeteenth sesslon, the GeDeraL Assenbly m,y

have to take tleclslons hvol-vlbg substantial expendltures ln Generra over a

perlod of tlBe. Ee 6ug€est6 that the Assenxbqy nay see sone llerlt ln consid.erLDg

a loDg-tern approach to the flnqnclng p"oblem and., ln parblcuJa,r, envlsage

the possibllity of approprlating an annual. lump-sun anount for sucb. purposes and

eotabllshlng a bu1Ll"1bg6 fund ln whlch unspent aaounts wLIL accumuLate to
fors. e, regerve agalnst uausual-\r heavy_costs lu the future, as suggested ln the

forerlord. to the 1961r builget estlnatur.3/ n". Secretary-General trusts tbat
the Assenb\r v111 uish to reverb to thls proposal at 1ts nerb sesslon vhen 1t
coDslders the floaDcing of any programe lt ntght approve with reepect to tbe

Pals,ls des Natlons.

Cc'ments by the Advieory Co@l.ttee

B. Aside fron the t'i'o reguests for bud getary approprlatloDa tor I)6\- t on whlch

1t conm.ente ln paragraphs J-L and 12 belon, tJre Advlsory Comlttee took the
oppor+uDlty of the pf,eFence ln lvelr York of the Deputy Dlrector of the European

offlce, to dl.scusg also the Long-tem aspects of the quegtlon. The Ccrrmittee llas

lDformed that, shoul-tl the General Aesenbly approve the Secretsny-Genetal-r s

su€gestlon ths,t the Comlttee go to Geneva, the Secretary-General vould. prepe,re

detall-ed d.ocm.entatlon, includlng, nhere approprlate, a,lter:natlve soLutlons to the

O4 Ibid., paras. !6-M.
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exlstlng problems - ft woul-d be the secretary-General-r s lntentlon to nake b.1s

eutmlselon as ccrEpreheD6i,ve a,s posslble so as to antL clpate needs for a good.

number of yeare and thus put an end- to the pleceneal- approach forlolred uB to no.H,

and about lfu1ch the Cor@lttee expressed concern ID 1ts flftl1 reBo"t. of 196,!
9. The progrEJrme of alteratlons and. ?osslbre expanslon of the palaLs des Natlons
wlLL depend on the use nhj. ch ls to be @,de of the palals 1n the fu,ture, and
slec1flcE,L1y on whether the trend tovard s hol"dlng an lncreaelng lusber of
conferenceg 1D Gene.vE contlnues ,
10. Although the problens which have arlsen vlth tb.e ageocles, as far as L)6J
aud 1951+ are concerned., are nairJJr coDfllcts of clates Tegard.lng the s chedullEg
of conferences, the fact renalns that 6one of these agetrcles have steted that
exlsting facllItles ln the Palais d.es Natlons are not conpletery adequste. rt
would., therefore, aplear that the queetl on of the ad eguacy of these facllttles for
the naJor confereDces of the speclallzed- agencles ls aLso a polnt whlch mls!
be take! l-nto consld.eretLon ln axrlving at a declsl.on on future plans u-lth respect
to meetiag roons and. ancil-La,zy lnstallatlons at tbe pa].als clee Natlons, The

comlttee I'as glven to understanrl that the avallability of sultable conference
facllLtl€s was a prerequlslte fo" the continuation of the u6e of the pala,ls as a
ccrunoo conference centre by the varloug agencles 1n the u]]lted. Natlons fanlly,
as rtBs t'he aFsurance that henceforth they rould be able to hotd thelr naJor
conferences each year at thelr accuGtorned date8.
11. The Advlsory connittee vould. not contest the need for the lnstallatlon of e
d,elegates I lounge ln the Pal.sLs ales Nat1ol1s. Eoweve?, slnce Lt appeers that,
1D ar)r case, the work coul-d on].)r be eorapletetl 1n the latter part of 1964, 1t 1,/ou1d.

seem to the Colmlttee that the @tter shoul-d be conEtdered. s.l-ong vlth tbe
ccnnprehenslve exarninatlon of the total requireroents in the paLa,1s, !fu1ch the
Secretary-GeneraL has recomentled tba,t the Ad.visory Comlttee be lnvlted. to
undertahe ln early t!54.
L2. llhe second speclflc request of the Secretery-General concerns the
recond.ltlonlng of the roofing of the FaLats. As explalled. lD paragralh 5 above,
thls ls now beconlng ao6t urgent owlng to the fact that EaJor rnalntenance has beer.
deferred. for a number of years. heB lt met in Geneva Ln L96Z, the Cornrittee

o
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rias abLe to alpreclate the need for these repalrs and 1t would. tberefore recomend

that the General- Assenbly epprove the Secretary-Genere,Lr s proposal' It is
esttuated. thot the iuplenentation of thls proJect, lrhlch $ou1d be epread. over the

nd(t three years, starblEg wlth the areas 1n the most EerlouB condltlon, woultl

cost 6ome $220, ooo, $11Srooo of l'hi ch nould be r?equlred ln L964. AccordLngly,

the Cc@ittee recollAeBd.s th€,t the General AEsenbly should approve an addltlonal
approprlatLoo of $L15, oOO under sectlon J of the 1964 bud.get.




