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I-,ETTER OF TFANSI'IITTA L

/6ri-ginal :

Nerr York, . 5 OcLober 196,

Iiravethehonourtotransmittcyoutherei]orttotheGenera}Assemb}y
of the S])ecial Conmitlree on the Situatj-on with regard' to the Implementation

of the leclaration on the Granting of Indepen'Lence to ColoniaL ccuntfies

and Peoples, in accord.ance I'Iith General Assembly r"esoj-Lrtion l81O (XtrTI )

of 1l Decenber L95?. This report covel:s ihe vork of irhe Special Cormittee

durjng 1!5J.

Accept, Sir, the ir'ssurances of lr]y hj-ghes b sonsideration'

(S-gnetL) Sori COUI,IBAIY

rr. jid;;I-i bne -!cc:a] com'mlttee

His nxcellency U Thant
Secretary-General
United. Nations
l\ew .IorK
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CHAFTER I
NSTABLISEI4E]*], OFGANTZATTON AND ACTIVITIES OF THE SFNCIA], CC',IT1,-U!]

A. ESTA3LTSHIF]IW CF T]]E SPECIAL COMMITTEE

l-' At its sixteenth sessi.on, the Generar Asseebfy considered the situation with
regs'rd to the inpiementation of the Decraration on tlre granting of independence
to colonj"al countries and peoples contalned in resolution 151L (XV) of
l-4 December L96a.'t on 27 Novenbe r L}GL, the General As 6enbl-y adopted
resolution l5r[ (xw) by uhich it decided to establish a special conmittee of
seventeen members to be nominated by the presldent of the Generaf Assenxbly. The
special coru'ittee vas directed to examine the applrcation of the Declaration,
to nake suggestions and reconmendations on the prcgress and extent of the
lnplementation of the Decfaration and to report to the General As senlbly at its
seventeenth s es si. on.
2, 0n 2J lsarlsry 1962, tbe presiilent informed the ceneral Assembr-y that,
pursuant to resorution 1654 (rvr), he had nominated the follor,ring to be reembers
of the Special Cornrnittee:

Australia Tanganyika
Ce"mbodia Tunisia
Ethiopia Union of Sovi_et Socialist
fndia Republi cs

Italy United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern frel-and

lladagas car 
united states of America

t{aLi
pcland ullugua'

Venezuele
Syria

yugos.l-avia

t. The Special Connittee of seventeen menbers established under Generaf
As senbly resol-utj^ on 165l+ (xVI ) held fl7 meetings during the period 20 l,ebma.ry to
19 Septenber 1962. The work accomplished by th€ Speclal Coar0ittee in L96? is
descrlbed i:. detail in its report to the seventee'th session of the GeneralDl
ASSemoav. -'

!/ For background and text, see A/5Ztg, chapter f, paragraphs I to d.
A/5218 './
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l+. At its seventeenth session, the General Assembly, fofl'owing i'ts

consideration in plenary meetings of the report of the SpeciaL Connittee

established lrnder resolution 165l+ (xvr), adoptea resolution r8ro (xvrr) on

Ll Deccrnbcr il962 by L'hich i+. dccided to enLarge the nembership of the Special

conmittee by the additlon of seven ner"i members to be nonrinated by the President

of the GeDeraI Assenbly' The text of resolution fBlO (XVII), which sets out

the terms of reference of the enlarged Special Countittee, is reprcduced belov:

151\ (XV) of ll+ Decenbet L95o, containing
of independence to colonial countries
r6f\ (xvf ) of 2l November 1961 by vhi ch it
of seventeen moml.crc .n fho imllanar:uLdLiorl

"Conscious of the fact tlrat the Declaraticn on the granting of
indep.idEEEE-T6 co)-onial countries and peoples and the subsequent

establisbment of tbe Special Corudttee have raised great ho-pes erer)rwbere,

in particular among peoples vhich have not yet attained independence'

for the elimination of aII forms of colonialisn anC foreign dorllnation
without delay,

"The General Assembly,

"lecalling its resolution
the Declaration on the granting
and peoples, and its resolution
established a SPeciaL Conmittee
of the Declaration,

"Reafflrjllng i.ts conviction that any delay
DectarlTloi-t6ii{itutes a continuing source of

"Having considered the report of the Special con'nittee',

"Notlns vith profor.md regret that, in spite
re the DecrarationUnited Nations, the Prov

implemented in a large nr&ber of territories and
even preliminary measures have not yet been taken

"Deep\r concerned by the negative attitude and the deliberate refusal
of certain Adninistering Povers Io co-operate wittr the Special Connittee'

of the efforts of the
bave not been fullY

that, in certain cases,
to realize its obJectives,

in the implementatlon of the
internatlonal- conflict,

and creating iD nany regions
].ikely to threatenserious\r inpeding international co-operation

of the vorld increasingly dangerolrs sitr'rations
interns.tional peace and securi-by,

"I' Expresses its appreciatioo to the Special Conmittee on the

Sl.cuarion -ffintation of the teclaration on the

Granting of Ind.ependence tc Colonia1 Countries and Peoples for the work it
has accomplished.;

thethe methods and Procedures vhich
'J scharge of its functionsjTakes note

Connl.ttee has
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"f._ !S1.r.k_fS$Sfg!C" q4d reaffirns the objectives and principles
enshrined lctffi in resltution r:r[ txvi .iain resolution 1654 (XVI),

. ,. "L: lSpfgl!.l the refusal of certain Administering powers to co-operatein the impl-ementatlon of the Decl-aration in territories under theiT
aCrtrinistrat ion;

). oa-l-!s upon the Adninlstering povers concerned tc cease forthwith
a-Lr arned action and re.)ressive mcasures JirecLed against peoples whc
have not yeb attainecl indelendence, latrticul,arl-y agains-t thc polltical
actlvities of their righful- leaderi;

"5. Urges a].l- Adniniste"ing powers to take imaediabe steps in orderthat all c6f6iTal territories and peoples nay acced.e to indelendence i"rithout
delay in accordance ffiirh ihe provisions of paragraph 5 of tne Declaration;

"7. Decides to enlarge the membershi! of the Special CormitteeestabtisheaTlEsolution ie:l (xvrj ly lrri 
"aaition of seven ner.r membersio be ncminated by the president of the General Assenbly;

"8. Invites the enlarged Special Coruaittee:
tt(a) To continue tc seek the most suitable lrays and raeans 1.or the

speedy and total appfication of the Declaration to all territories vhich
have not yet attaln€d in.lependence;

tt(l) to propos€ slecific measures for the cofi'fete a'pDrlcation ofllhe Decl ara L j onj

. "!S) Tc sutmit io the General Assembly in due course, anct noi later
th.q,n its eighteenth session, a full report containing its suggestions and
reconmendations cn al1 the territorles mentioned in paragraph 5 of thelcclarationl

1l(q) To apprise the Security CounclL of any ctevelopments in jrhese
ter:ritories which may threaten internatj-onaI peace and security;

Member States, espec'ially the Adttrinistering pover.ri,
Cox,nittee theiT fullest co-operat ion;

"10. Requests the Secretary-General to cont inue to

"9. Bequests al1
to afford TG@-ciar

Special Ccmmittee rith a1t the facilities and pelscnnel
the implementation of the present resolution."

5. 0n 20 lecember 195p, the Fresiclent informed the
additional members of the Special Conrnittee liould be
Subsequently, the Presi,lent of the General_ Assenbl_v

hr-rr'i a6 f}16
hF^ac.:'F1' f^?

Gcne r'af Assembly that the
announced at a later date.

i nf^t.hFd l.l-rp qa.ra+ q ?1r-

-
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Genera}! that the fol-].owing Nlerabers had accepted his invitati-on' urcler the terns

of operative paragraph T of Tesolution IBlo (xvff), to 6erve on the Sleciaa

Cc mittee:
Bul€ar ia
chil€
Dennark

It:an

6. In addition tc resolution lBfO (XVII), bhe GeneraL As sembly at its

seventeeniilt session adopted a number of other resolutions concerning Territories

tovhichj]heDeclarationonthegrantinsofindepend'encetocolcnialcoultliesand
peoples applies. These resoluljions are dealt with in the appropriate chapters

of this report.

B. OPENING Of THE SPECIAL COI.'MITTENT S ]IIEETINGS IN L96)

7. The first meeting of the Special C onnittee in L961 (I18tb meeting) l/as

opened by the Secrelary-General ' In his opening address' the Secretary-General

recalJ.ed that, at its fifteenth session, the General Assembly had adop"ed ihe

historic Declaration cn the granting of lndependence tc colonial ccuntrj es and

peopLes, lihich vas regarded as a landmark in the efforts of the United Na'tions

tovards the realization of the high principles and objectives of the Chadrer'

At its sixteenth session the General Assenrbly had established the Special

Con]nrittee and at irhe oorffnitteer s olening meeting, on 2O tr'ebruary 1962, he had

emphasj,zed the importance of the task entl:usted bo it anC had expre'ssed the belief

that its members lioul-d concluct their discussions in a spirit of co-operationt

particu]arly ilr viev of the fact that there vas unanirr]ity with regar:d to the final

obj€ctive, namely the well-being of the inhabitant6 of the Territor:ies to rhich

the Declaration appu,ed. The report of bhe Special Cormrittee to the seventeenth

session of the Generar Assemblyy lJas a testimony to the constructive splrit ln

1,rhicb its menbers had apprcached their task and to thelr untiring efforts '

8. During the past yealr there had been a number of oth€r bcdies also deaLing

with natters concerning dependentl territiorl-es ' In the introduction to his

L/5197.

Iraq
fvory Coaiit

Sierra Lecne

o

z
v
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arrnual report2/ hu hua suggested that al-l- work in that field might useful].y be

conbined and brought under the Special Comnittee of Seventeen, and he was glad
to ncte bhal the lrork performeJ by bhe oLher hodies hrd nov to a large ext ent

been entrustecl to the enlarged Speclal Corutrittee. That decision should avoid
duplicat ion of effort cn the part of delegations and of the Secretariat.
9. The desire of the Members of the Unlted Nations to bring about the flna]- end

of colcnia].ism as speedily as possible by peacefu-l neans vas I'rell knom, ft
lras generally recognized that the ernancipation of aIL peoples stil-l livlng ln
dependent status vouJ-d not on-1y remove one of the nrajor obstacles to the
maintenance of peace but vculd greatly contribute to the reaLization of the
prj.ncipfes of eo_uallEy enshTincd -in the ChaJber.

f0. Tte Secretary-General earnestly hoped that the endeavours of the Slecia1
Ccnnittee vou].d be fruitful and that it rqou-l-d play a useful and constructive rol-e

in speedi-ng up the process of decolonization. He rished the Committee success in
the difficu].t task it r"ras about to undertake.

C, ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Chairm_a.n

Ll. At its ll8th neeting, the Specia]. Cornnittee elected by acclanation
I4r. Sori Coulibaly (l.Ufi) as Cbairnan.

Vice-Chai.rnen

12. At its l-20th meeting, the Speciat Committee decided to el-ect two Vice-
Chp.irmen, Follot+ing that decision, it el-ected by acclanation
l{r. carlos I'4aria Veldzquez (Uruguay) as tr'irst Vice-chaiffan and Mr. Voeunsai Sorm

fCpnbnd ln.) ^s Sr.nr.nd lli ae-Chair[an.

Rspporteur

11, At the same meeting, the Speclal Co:n:lihtee elected by accLanation
Ml' I\ltinrrddino Rifri {C.-;.'l qc ire Rahh^F+F,rr

f4. At the 205th meetlng, on6 September L961, t:ne Chairman informed the Srecial
Cornndttee that Mr. Rifai had been assigned by his Government to a post in his

5l A/rvrL/^dd,.L.

-
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countt:y and that ttrerefore he rou-ld not be able to continue as Rapporteur'

Members of the Specia]. Ocnmittee expressed. regret at l'tl ' Rifai's departure and

paid tributes to hlm for his valuable services, both as the representative of

Syria on the Conmdttee and as the conri-ittee's Raplorteur since its beginning ln

L952.

15. At the 2o6th meeting cn 9 September L96t, the Special- Conrnittee elected by

acclanation 14r. K. Natrmr Singh (Indla) as Rapporteur'

D. SESS IONS ANI i"IEETINGS

:-]6. The Special Conimittee hetd 1OI meetings du-ring 196r, as follows:

First session, ll8th-169th meetings, 19 tr'ebruary to 10 May

Second sessjon, I?Oth-2O2nd reetjnCs, 10 June to 26 July

fhi-rd sesslcn, Zo)rd-ZLB1-h meetings, ! september to 21 October'

17. The sub-cormitlree on Petitions held 17 meetings (Z6ttr to 4zna;' In addition'

the Slecial cornnittee established a liorking Group, which held nlne meetings' and'

Sub-Cormittees on Southern Fhodesia, Acen and British Guiana'

E. IETHODS OF I'TCRK AND PITOCEDIEES

rB, I'ol-loving extensive discussions at the begiruting of the special cormittee's

work in L962, it agreed on its rnethods of l'Iork a'l]d procedures ' These are

described in the Special Cornrrittee's report to the seventeenth session of the

General AssemlLy.q In the same report, the Specia'l- Comlttee stated that' on

the basis of ills experj-ence during the year, it was satisfied that the methods

and procec.ures it had folLol,reld lrere most appropriate and effective in the

dis charge of its funcl,ions.-'
1l9. The General AssembJ-y, in o?erative paragraph 2 of lts reso}-rtion 18J-o (XVII)'

took note "with approval of the methods and procedures which the Slecia1

C ormittee has adopted forbhe discharge of its functions" '

L/r218, chapter I, paxagraph 112.

A/r218, chapter I, paragraph Ll+8.

o

(-, /
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20. At its l2oth meeting, on 28

continue to follow these methcds

22. The 3ub-Commlttee elected the
Cha ixman : I'{r . I4ah oud

February I96J, lhe Special Corrrriittee decided to
and prccedures 1n the discharge of its functions.

f ollor'ring officers by acclanation:
Mestiri (lunisi.a )

-
-

I'. SUB.COMMITTIE ON IETITIONS

2L. At its l2lst meeting, on I March 196), fJhe Special Cornmlttee decided that
the sub-cornrnittee on Petltlons should continue to be cornposed of the same seven
nenbers as during f962, nariely, Australia, nthiopia, India, Ivladagascar, poland,
Tunls ia and r,renezuef a .

Electlons of officers

Vlce-Chairnan: Mr. ieonardo DIaz GonzAlez ( Venezuela )

I'leetings of the Sub-Connittee

2t. During the 1leuiod covered by this report, the Sub-Ccnnittee on petitions
hetd 17 rneetings and submitted fT reports9/ to tbe speciar connittee. These
rer]orts dealt wiih the Sub-Committeer s consideration of ,C6 ,,Titten cornmunlcations ,

l,rhi ch incfuc.led 26 requests foj: hearinss.

G. FROGRAM{E OT' WORK

2f+. At its l2lrd n'leeting, the Special Con:rdttee decided to begin its vork vith
Lhe consideraLion ol'territorieJ under porruguese adrOini: Lrarion, Southern
Fhcdesia and South West Africa in that order.

Establlsh(ent of the Working Group

2r. At the same meeting, the Special Ccnrnittee decided to estabLish a Working
Group, composed of the officers of the Cornmittee and other representatives to be

nominated by the Chairnan, to consicler and to rnake recornmendations on the List cf
Territ'ories ro be con!,idere.i by tne Jlecjal corlrnitLee and r-he order or priority -0or

their con:idcraL-on. Ah the l26cn neer-ing, the Chairnan irflormcd rhe lpccia,
Connittee that he had noninated Bulgaria, Iraq, Italy and 3ierra Leone to be

nembers of the l,/orking Group in addition to the officers of the Conmittee (l,tali,
Urug.-iray, Canbodia and Syria ) .

U l^.ir.c.Log/L.i9-\J, r,,U5, L.l+8-51 , L.5I , L.r9, L.6), L,66, L.79, L.B7 and-L.9J.

o
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Recorrroend$bions of the \^Iorking Group

26. luring the perlod covered by this re!ol:t, .the trtrorking; Group helcl nine rleetings

and submittec six reportsz in addition to an ora] report submitted by the
rc/

I i nat rltian . 
-

L,ist cf Territories to vhich r-he !ecl-a}'ation applies

the fo]-louing statenents concerning the liEt of Territories to fihich the

Declaration contained in resclution 15f4 (fT) al)plies:

"4. The tlorking Group noted that General As sembly resolution 1B1o (XVII)
invites the Special Corrtrittee to submit to the General Assenbly not later than
its elghteenth session ta fu]-t report containing :its suggestions and

recommendations on all the territories nenticned in pil.raglaph 5 of the
Declarationt. Ib aLso noted that in order .bo ccmply "rj.th 

ttlis recuest,
itvouldbenecescarytohaveaLlstoftheterritoriesrefel]:e.|toin
paragraph 5 of the Declaraticn, nal]lely, tTrust and Non-Self-Governing
Tel'ritot:ies or all other terlitories lihlch have not yet attained
independencer. In tbe course cf its consideration of this question, the
l,lorking Group recognized that the dralring up of a conplete list of^
t€rritories I^Iou-l-d involve detailed consideration by it of various factors
requiring additlcnal meetings of the Grou!, It ];herefore decided that' 

' 
as

a first step, a prelirninary list of terriiories to vhich the DecJaration
elpfle3 shoufd be prelared, vhich shuuLd lnclude territortes
coming ultder the fo11oI'ring categories:

11 I
27, Trhe first re-port of the Worklng Groupg to the speciat Con$ittee coniains

ll i.- \ .t'-,,"i r|87'i+^/iF<.
\q/ !I g9v

"(nl tp Tor-if.nrv.r ScuLh (est Africa;

"(c) Territories which have been declared by the General As senbly
as Non-Self-Gover:ning Terri'\,ories lrithin the meaning of
Chapter Xf of the Charter, but on lihich information is not
transmitted urder Article 71 e by th€ Adnjnistering Powers
concerned;

"(a) lton-Self -Goveming Territori€s on vhicb information is
transmitted by the Administering Por'rers ccncerned'

A/Ac.ao9/L.H+, T.,.6a, L.69, L.76, r.,.E4 and L.86.

AlAc.Ljg/tr .L79.

a/

11 / r,/r\c .1,o9/L.L\.
I/.'.
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"r, The preliminary list of territories draFn up by the Working Group 1naccordance vith this decision is annexed to this report.

"6. The representative of Bulgaria reserved the position of his Governrcenti.rith regard to the incluslon of ivlacao and dependencies and Hong Kong inthe rist referred to in paragraph 5 above. He stated that his Government
regarded these terribories as integral parts of the peopler s Republic ofChina for:cibly occupled i.n the past by iortugaL and the Un:itea KingAotu
respec b ively,

"7,. The '/orking Group further decided that it should consider the r_istof ra1l other telTltories which have not yet attalned independencer to be
added to the preLiminary list at itS future rrecti.nrrs arl.t . eh.r]-. +.^ the
Special- Conmiitee, "

28, AL lts 1)+1st neeting, the Special_ Cornmittee approved the prehrdnary l_ist of
Territories prepared by the \,iorking Group. The prellmilrary List of Territories
approved by the special conmittee i6 attached to this 

"eport as Annex r.
29' with regard to the rist of trarl other territories \,rhich have not yet
attained independence", the r{orking Group in its s ixth r:eportry subnritted to
the Special Con"rdttee on 16 SeptenbeT :196l , stated as follows:

"6. The Working Group also considered its previous 4."1"1orrUto consider at a future date the rlst of ? ar-r- other territories rurhichhave not yet attained independencer, to be acjded to the preljflinafyl-ist of terr:rtories to i.rhich the leir-aration applies. The llorki.'g croupdecided to inform the Special Cordrittee that because of l.ack of t:meit had been unable to ccnsider this list. ft also decided to suggesr to
:llspecia* Ccnrrdttee that it consider this question at its rneetiigs

JO, At its 2l1th meeting, the Special Conmittee approved this suggesti-on of
the Worklng Group.

Pricrities for the ccns idel:ation_jf Territories

1L' The or'ler in which the speclar conrnittee considered various lndividuaf
Territories, fol1o.^ring the consideration of Terri.Lories r.rnder portuguese
adrrlnistration, Southern Rhodesia and South \^/est Africa, to whi ch the Special

g/ a/rc.rc9/r.e6.
fl a/rc,rc9ll.L4, paragrapn 7.
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