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Note by the Secretary-Cenel€l

1r. e,ccord.ance cdth the st€,tement of the Secretsry of State fo? Fol'ei_gn Affalrs
of the Unlted Klngdoro of Great Brltaln and Northe}n lre'land on 27 Septenber 1p61,
the Governnent of the Unlted Kiagd.oro has transeltted to the Secretary-Gehera1 the
follolrlng poljtlca1 and constltutlor.re I 141'ot "tton on the Terrttory of GaJobla.

flrls lnfomatL on, vlr.lch .das recelved on 26 I,ebruary Lg6t, 1s herewlth
1Isubnltted. to the GeneraL Asselcbly at lts elghteenth gees1on.3

I
J./ In accordence !'lth 0eneral- Asserftly resolutlo! 1JOO (XW) of L9 Deceuber 196I,thls lnfol]latlon 16 al-so submltted. to the Comnlttee oD InforEatl-on from

Non-SeLf -Govenrlng Te"rltorles,
61-ot+962
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GAMBIA

FOPULATIOT

l-, The Ganbta ls a st"lp of ter"ltory I+,OCO sqr:are ai.les in extent on either
sid.e of the Ganbla mver ln west Afr{.ca, The latest estiaate of the popurati on 1s
286,400. The populatlo' 1s Afrl can exeept for a few hund red. Europeans, syrlans
and Lebanese.

I cONsTIruTIoN

2. The present Coostltutlon of the Ganbia qates fro& Apr1l l_96A and fo]-lolred
discusslons betveen the Brltlsh Gove"Ement end representatlves of the r_ocal
popul€,tlon. Prlor to l-960 the constitutlon provr.d.ed for an Executlve councll
conposed of flve offlciar- nembers and. at reast slx appolnted nembers wh1r.e the
r.€glsratlve councll conslsted. of the Governor as pre.ld.ent, a, speeker, four officlar-
meobers, th"ee norolDated unofflclal oenbers and. fouxteen ereeted. meuo.bers. As
the resurt of the constltutlonal tar.ks 1n 1959 the Legr.srature w€,6 enrq,rged. in
196o.to lnclude twenty-seven el-ected members and. dlrect erectloDs were for the
flrst tlme extend.ed to the ,ohole Terrltory', Trre reorganrzed. r,:<ecutlve counctr
lncfud ed. a greater nu&ber of elected. nembers of the gouse of Repre.enbatlves es
ninleters ' Dud.ng 196r the flret chlef rirlrister of the Gembia 'as appolnted to
co-ord.irute the full tEnge of mlnlsterlal actlviry.
5. [he &aln features of the present Constltuti.on are as fo]-lovs:
4. Governor

The Governor (at present slr JohE paur ) rs the fueents representatlve and.
head of the adnlnlstratlon. As such h.e ls requlred to consult the lrnecutive
councll and non@,lrJ fofrovs 1ts adrniee, altboueb he has dlscretion to do otherrilse
1n certaln sI)ecla]. c1?cumsta!:.ces . Els e,ssent.ls requlred to lavs lassed by
the House of Repxesentatives and is nor&al-Ly glven,
5. Executlve Council-

fhe &recutlve counclr- 1s the prlnclpar- executive body of the Terrttory. rts
present corposltton, und.er the chalrftanshlp of the Govemor, is as foll_ows:
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The Eon. D.K. Javara
The Eon. gherlf S. Slsay
The Eon. Faul- L. Sal"deh .
Tbe Eon. Srerlf l/ruetapha Dibba
The Eon. A.3. NrJle, M.3.E., J.P. .
fhe Eon. Musa larbo

The Eon. J.1.,.8. Daffeb . . . l{inister of Eealth
The Eon. Yusudra Se.@ba. . . . Mlni ster of l€,bour s,nd. Soctal l{elf€,re
Tbe Eon. Selrfu Crnar Mr Bakl . I{lntster of CordtrunicatlouB.
AIL the l,llnlBters are ].ocal. lnbabltallts. The Attoraey Generall ldr. E.S's. Few

( offlclal-) s,ttends neetings ln an advisory ca,lacity.
6. Eouse of Feplesentattves

The Canbla Leglslat:rre is ulxics.nq.eraL arld conslsts of a Eouse of
Eepresentatlves und.er the ghalroanehlp of the Spea.ker (nre Eon. A.S. Jack). fhe
LegLslature has power to nake la.ws for aIL aspecto of the Eerrltoryr s lnternal
affairs al1d. controLs its budge'b. fhe House of Bepresentatlves has thtdy- slx
eLected nerobero ( four of 'whom are Eead- ChLefs selected. by the Chlefs ln Assenbly)
anA two ncroLnated. eember6. AIL members of the Executlve Cor:ncil are nelnbers of the
Eouse of Representatlves.

M,ECTIONS.

7. fhe last e].ectlon for the House of Representatlves (at vhich tb.e over-a]-l
percentage poJ.led '!Ias 6eventy-t1/o ) took p.Iace 1n l"lay 1962. .Thtrty-tvo of the
menbers vere elected. ln slngle nembe" constltuencies on a basLs of unlveleal adult
Bur'frage and. four by the Chlefs in Asoeutbly. The results of tbe electtous 'were

as fo].lons:
Peoplets ?rogress Party . 18

Unlted Party end AlLles
Deuocratlc Congress A1llance

The leader of the PeoBLet s FrogressLve Party (Ur. l.f. Javara ) I as the lead.er of
the larty.wblch connanded the supporb of, the nai orlty fu the Eousel vas therefore
appolnted Pre.nler.

/...

E:clish
Faee J

. -Hrern:Ler

. Mini ster of Flnabce

. Mini ster of Educatlon

. lllnister of tocaL Govemment and. I€,nd.s

. Milaister of Works a&d- Sertrlces

. Mlntster of Agrlculture and Natural
Resources
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JIIDICIARY

B. There are two separate Judlclal systens 1n tbe Ge.:lbia: ln the col-oqy
(mthurst and the surror::rd.ing dlstrl ct ) there is a Supreme Court, tvo naglstrates
courts end. a Court of Beguests. In the Protectorate (the renalnder of the
Terrltory) there 1s a Etgtr Court wlth suborind.ate courts and distrlct trtbunal-s.
Both the Supreme Court of the ColoDy aBd the Eigb Court of the Protectorate
are preEld.ed over by the Chlef Justlce of the Ganbla. Appeal fron the Supreme

Courb and the Elgb Court is to the Ganbla Court of Appeal.s. [here ls afso the
Moha@.eds,n Court whl ch exerclees Jurisd.lctlon la eauees and. lretters bet{een or
excluslveJry affecting ffus l4ohorr,rnsdan lnhabltants of the Territory.

LOCAI GOVMNMENT

9. Bathurst has a tomr cour:cl]. coDslstlng of fifteen elected menrbers, for:r
noElnated. members and one offlclaL menber. Its respooslbl1:ltlee coo;:rlse the
norneJ- range of LocaL goverment fi:actlons guch ag street J:lg[tlng, supervlslon of
narkets, sewers and cleanslng ser'\rLces, etc. The Councll d.ravs revenue from
ra,tes levled on prlvate, comercial- and goverEment pren:ises vhlch are a]-L subJect
to an:aual valuatLou, rnarket dues, sundJy grents frorn the Goverrment and dutles
on peJ:l w1ne enterllg the tolrn. nle ad.Jacent tovn of Kombo St. llh.qf also has
a corlncll rrrlth eltnJla,r powele. It has twenty elected., slx tronlnated aad. one

offlcj.al. member, Ortstde Sathurst and Korxbo St. !!ary the TerrLtory ls dtr,{.ded lnto
thlrty-flve distrlcts each nith a d.istrict authorlty. The distrlct euthori.ties
are expected. to nalntaln ord.er and. good goverlment ln tbeir areas altd have poeer6

to nake rules and ord.ers for a varlety of eatter6. In the. l-ast fev yeals theee
dlstricts have been conbfuled lnto slx groups, eac,h of whl ch has a central-
treasurf,r, and. the Gau.bta Goverr:nent ls ln the process of foftolDg sLx area counclLs
(two vere establtehed. 1n f96f) baeed, on these treagurles, [h.e area counclls
wllL be conpooed. partJ.y of Chlefs and. partly of nembels elected by unlversal adu.It
Euffrage, they I{ILL eradual.ly take over the executlve functlous (reJo,tlng to
developnent ahd. the provl8lotr of servJ-ces ) of the va"ious d.lstrlct authorltleG,
leavlng the Chlefs and. thelr ad.visers Lu each dlstrlct responsibLe for l€.w and

ord.er end the ed-nlnlstretlon of Juetlce.
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PUBIIC SIAVICE

10. fhere is a Publlc Service Comlsslon composed. of an unofflclal cbalrran and

flve other Gamblan membere to advlse on appolntments, promotlons, etc. !6,ny of
the senlor posts l!1 the Add.nlBtratlon are hel-d by Gar0blan6, lncludlng
Deputy Rlnancla]- Secretary, Accountant General, Co]-lector of Custons, Registrar

I

Genergl, Reglstrar of the Suprene Court, CJ-erk of tbe Cou"ts and senlor Medlcal
Offlcer.

RECM{T DEVELO?MENTS

IL, At the Jolnt request of the genegalese and Brltlstr Goverrnent the Secretary-
General of the United Natlons has agreed to send a team of e:rperts urder
technlcal asslsts,nce arrangenents to exanl.ne the posslblJ-ltles of assoclatior.
between the Ganbla and senegal-. After recellt of the experts I report the
coverrment of the Gambla lropose to ho1d. dlscussions vLth the Government of
Senegal-. The lreuter of the Gambla Lras been lnfor@ed that lf, in the 1lgbt of the
experts I report, a eatlsfactory basls for assoclation betveen the tvo countrles
can be worked- out, Eer l{aJestyr s Government w1l]- be prepared to grant ind.elendence
to the Ganbls, Bo that she nay conclude the necessary agreements v'ith Senegal
ag a soverelgn natl ol]'.




