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GAMBIA

In scecordance with the statement of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
of the United Kingdom of Grest Britein apnd Northern Ireland on 27 Sepﬂemﬁer 1961,
the Govermment of the United Kingdom hes trensmitted to the Secretaxy-Ge#eral the
following political and constitutionsl information on the Territory of Ggmbia.

This information, which was received on 26 Pebruary 1963, is herewith
submitted to the General Assembly at its eighteenth session.l

1/ In accordsnce with General Assembly resolutlon 1700 (XVI) of 19 December 1961,
this informption 1s also submitted to the Committee on Information frcm
Non-Self-Governing Terrltories.
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GAMBIA
POFULATTION

L. The Gambie is a strip of territory 4,000 square miles in extent on either
side.of the Gambia River in West Africa. The latest estimate of the population is
286,400, The population is African except for a Ffew hundred Burcpeans, Syrians

and Lebanese.

CONSTITUTICN

2. The presentVCOnstitﬁtion of the Gembia dates from April 1962 and Tollowed
discussions between the British Govefnment and representatives of the local
populetion. Prior to 1960 the Comstitution provided for an Executive Council
composed of five official members and at least six sppointed members ﬁhile the
Tegislative Council comslsted of the Governor as Presldent, & Spesker, four official
members, three nominated unofficial members and fourteen elected members. As
the result of the constitutiocnal talks in 1959 the Legislature was enlsrged in
1960 to Include twenty-seven elected members and direct elections were for the
first tlme extended to the whole Territory. The reorganized Executlive Council
included a greater number of elected members of the House of Representatives as
ministers. During 1961 the First Chief Minister of the Gambia was appointed to
co-ordinate the full range of ministerigl activity.
3. The main features of the bresent Constitution sre as follows:
k.  governor

The Governor (at present Sir John Paul) is the Queen's representative and
head of .the administration. As such he is regulred to ccnsult the Executive
Council and normelly Ffollows its advice, although he has discretion to do otherwise
in certain special circumstences. His assent 1s required to laws passed by
the House of Representetives and is normally glven.
5. EBxecutive Council

The Executive Council is the principal executive body of the Territory. Its
present composition, under the chairmanship of the Governor, is as foliows:
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The Honle DeXe JaWara <« o o o o » o Premiér

The Hon. Sherlf 8. Sisay .‘. « » » Minister of Finance

The Hone Faul L. Reldeh o o o o » « o Minister of Education

'The Hon. Sherif Mustephas Dibba . . . Minister of Local Government and Lands
The Hone A.B. N'Jie, M.B.E., J.P. . . Minister of Works a,na Services

The Home Muse Darbo ¢ o » « o = s o » Minister of Agriculture and Natural
’ Resources

The Hone JeLeBs Daffeh o o ¢ o « « o Minister of Health :
The Hone Yusuphsa Semba. « s« « o o & Mimister of Labour and SocialEWeifare
The Hon. Seyfu Cmar M'Beki . + + . .+ Minister of Commmicatlons.
All the Ministers are local inhabltants. The Attorney General, mr.'ﬁ.s.s. Few
(offiéial) attends meebings in an advisory capacity.
6. House of Representatives

The Cambis Legislature is unicameral and consists of a House of
Representatives under the Chairmanship of the Spesker (The Hon. A.S. Jack). The
Legislature has power to make laws for all aspects of the Terrltory's internal
affairs and controls its budget. The House of Representatives has thirtf—six
elected members {four of whom are Hedd Chiefs selected by the Chiefs in Assembly)
end two ncmineted members. All members of the Executive Council are members of the

House of Reprasentatives.

ELECTIONS

7. The last electiocn for the House of Representatives (at which the over-all
percentage polled was seventy-two) took place in May 1962, Thirty-two of the
members Wwere elpcted in single member constltuencles on & basis of universal adult
suffrage and four by the Chiefs in Asseribly. The results of the elections were
as follows:

‘People's Progress Party « o « o« o « o o » 18

United Party and £111e8 « » s o o o o o « 13

Democratic Congress Alllance « ¢ o o o« 1
The leader of the Pecple's Frogressive Party (Mr. D.K. Jawara), as the leader of
the party which ccmmanded the support of the majority in the House, was therefore

eppointed Premier.
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JUDICIARY

8. There are two separate Judiciel systems in the Gambia: I1n the colony
(Bathurst and the surrounding district) there is a Supreme Court, two magistrates
courts and a Court of Requests. In the Protectorate (the remminder of the
Territory) there is a High Court with suborindate courts and district tribunals.
Both the Supreme Court of the Coleny and the High Court of the Protectorate

are presided over by the Chief Justice of the Gamblsa. Appesl from the Supreme
Court and the High Court is to the Gambia Court of Appeals. There is glso the
Mohamrmedan Court which exerclses jurisdiction in causes and maiters between or

exclusively affecting the Mohermedan inhsbltants of the Territory.

LOCAT, GOVERNMEWT

9. Bathurst has a town council consisting of fifteen elected members, four
nominated members and one officlal ﬁember. Its responsibilities comprise the
normal range of locel govermment functlons such as street lighting, supervision of
markets, sewers and cleansing services, etc. The Councll draws revenue from

rates levied on private, commercisl and government premises which are all subject
to annuael valuation, market dues, sundry grants from the Government and dutles

on palm.wine entering the town. The adjacent town of Kombo St. Maxy also has

a councll with similar powers. It has twenty elected, six nominated and one
official member. Outside Bathurst and Kombo St. Mary the Territory is divided into
thirty-five districts each with é district authority. The district guthorities
are'expected to maintaln order and good govermment in thelr areas and have powers
to make rules and orders for a variety of matters. In the last few years these
districts have been combined into six groups, each of which has a central
treasury, and the Gambis Govermment is in the process of forming six ares counclls
(two were established in 1961) based on these treasuries. The ares councils

wlli be ccmposed partly of Chiefs and partly of members elected by universal adult
guffrage; they will graduslly take over the executive functicns (relating o
development and the provision of services) of the various district suthorities,
leaving thé Chiefs gnd thelr advisers in each dlstrict responsible for law and
crder and the administration of justice.

/onn



4/5401/834.1
English
Fage 5

PUBLIC SERVICE

10. There is a Public Service Commission composed of an unofficisl chairman and
flve other Gamblan members to advlise on eppointments, promotioms, ete. Mony of
the senior posts in the Administration are held by (ambians, lncluding

Deputy Fingneial Secretary, Accountant General, Collector of Customs, Reglstrar
General Registrar of the Supreme Court, Clerk of the Courts and Senlor Medical
Officer.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

11. At the joint request of the'Senegalese and British Govermment the Secretary-
General of the United Nations has agreed to send a team of experts under
technlcal assistance arrangements to examlne the possibllitles of association
between the Gambia and Senegal. After receipt of the eXperts' report'the-
Government of the Gembls propbsejto hold discusgions with the Government of
Senegal.  The Premier of the Gambia has beer informed that if, in the 1ight of the
experts' report, a satisfactory basis for sssociation between the two countries
can be worked out, Her Majesty's Government will be prepared to grant independence
to the Cambla s0 that she may conclude the necessary agrecments with Senegel

a8 & sovereign nstion.





