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Note by the SecreterJr-General

3EzuUDA

tra aceorfia:rce wlth the statement of the Seeretaqrr of State for Forelgn Affalrs
of the unlted Klrgdon of Gxeat Brltein a,nd. Northern rreland oo 2T septenb er Lg6L,
the Govemment of the Unlted Kingilon has transnltted to the Secreta.rgr-General the
followirg polltlcal €.ad constitutlonal lnforEatlon of the Terrltory of Berruda.

Th16 lnfon0Etlon, ffhlch vas reeel-ved. on 26 February Lg5t,, L6 herevlth
snbdltted to the GeneraL Assenbly at its elghteenth eeseLon.9

A In accord.ance \,r'lth GeDeral- Asseubly resolutlon 1JOO (X\rl) of
19 Deceubel 1961, thts lnformatlon is al_so sutmltted to the Cotnd.ttee
Infornation fron Non-Sel_f-Governl-ng Terrl-tortes.
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BMIM]DA

SOPUIATION

1' The estr-oated civll popuJ-atlon at 
'r- 

Decenrber L)60, wae \r+,6:17. The dl.',.islon
by races 1s a6 fol_Lovs:

European d,escebt ...,., L6,ttj
AfrLcan descent ... ZB,ZB2

k4'6rJ
Serouda wa6 u,xlnhablted. when d.lscovered and there is thus no truly lDdlgenous
population.

CONSTIIUTION

2. Tlr.e preseat constr-tutlon of Bermrd. ls slrnl la,r to tbat of the foxmer
No"th AmerLcalx colonLes prlor to the tr^/ar of Indepeadence. RepresentatLve government
vas lntroduced 1o r-520 and the r-a's of the Terrltory have been enacted by the
Iocal Legislature srxce 1684. Ehe Governmeot r.s moderled upon that of Engr.qnd, the
Governor represe'tlng the soverelgn, and the nonlnated reglsr-ative co,nclr a&d
the elected House of. Assenbly represer.tlng, re'pectirer-y, the Fouse of !o"ds end
the Houee of Cormons.

Executlve

9' The Executlve Goserrnrent is in the hand6 of the Governor (srr .r. Gascotgne) r
wbo ls advl'setl ln the exercise of bls fuDctrous \r an Executlve couaclr. ge 1s not
bor:nd to acce?t the Councll! s ad.rrlce but 1n p"actlce he lnvarlably d.oe6 so. The
present membershJp of the counclJ-, und.er the chaintaJoship of the Governor, con'lsts
of 6 nembers of the Eouse of As'embly and , offlclals. Tho6e at present hordiug
nffi na oro.

l(]|. J.E, pearnaa

Mr.. 4.D. Fpurrtus
Mr.. J.E.P. Vesey
!Ir.. W.Lr. Errcher
It.. Cp!. J.C. Astvood
Dr. E.A. Cann



UnsuccessfuL

14r.. Jobn G. Young

I{r.. SenJnm{a qsg6

!Ir,. Herbert Sfuao4s
x Mr. ldna].d C. grotth

Unsuccessfu]'..:----..
+ l.,lr. E.[. McD. Ben;elnia

Lady Conyers

],tu. lbed KesseLl

A/rkot/Ldd.z

Page !

10e
'I zL

225

LT

Warwlek ?arish

Elected

* I{r. Edva"d t. RicharAs
* Mr.. 8.. Earley Ba;r:nes

Mr.. Jobn M.S., ?atton
* I',1r. Wil-l-ta,m R. Kempe

Southampton Parish

Elected

* l{r.. Gpypup E. PoweLL
* 1,1r.. J.!.f . Yesey
x Wot. F.R.. Wllllens

Dr. W.H.C. Masters

Sandys Parish

El-eeted

r+ Mr, George O.. Ratteray
x Itu,. ALbert E. NlchoJ.L
* l.,lr.. tr'reneTlclr C. M161ck
x Lt. Col. J.C. Astirood

tLz

598
161
451

?'A

J0,6

zr9
215

zAz

DAq

28lr
284

104

e+ Denotes member of previous Hcuse of Aseembl_y,

9. 0n J April- 1958, Str Johp Cpx vas el_ected. Speal<er of the llouce of,. Assenbly
a.r.d, oD 9 Aprll 1958, Lt. Col-. J.C. Astrooil was elected De1nlty Speaker.

JIJDICIARY

10. The Supreme Court, over nhlch the Chief Justlce or the A,sBletaut Justlce
p"esides, hag jurlsdlction i-n al-L se?lous crlininal natterg and has uurl:lnited c1vll-
Jurisdictlon. Appeal to Her MaJesty's Priv;r CounciJ- ealsts of "igbt trhere the
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natter in dispute exceed.s 9500, and otherwise at the dlscretlon of the Court if
the questlon 1s one vhlch by reason of general .or publlc fuq)ortance or otherw-ise
cugtlt to be subnltted to Her lviajesty 1n coulcil-. There are two cour.ts of fl,!@ary
Jurlsdictlon, each preglded over by a nagJ.strate, vhlch have Jurlsd.lctlon over
]-ess serious cri:d.nal- offences and have a unlted c1yi1 Jurlsdlction. One of
theEe courts is held in the capltal (ttan ton) r,r.htre the othe" ls held at the
eastero and vestern ends of Bertfiuda a6 necessary.

IOCAL PARTIC]PATION III C,OVMNMEIIT

Lt. a1-1 J'mtor posts, and raa$y of the senlor posts 1n the Adrnlnistratlon, are
f1 -ed by l-ocat lnhablt€nts, lncluding the posts of colonlal Treaeurer, colonlaL
Auditor and collector of custom-s. Moet menbers of the Executlvg and legislatlve
Counclls and a'11 membere of the Eouge of Assembly are Berlrudans.

IOCAL COVFAN]IMENT

f'2. [he city of llanlrton (the capltal) and the to14n of st. George (the fo:mer
capltal) are each governed by a eor;roratlon, co!.slstlrg of elected ltayors,
a,ld.ermen afrd. cou[ci].s. ['he "naia Eources of revenue s,re cha,rges for water aad dock
facll-ities and mrnlclpal- taxee. Ersewhere ln Bermrda,, the mal.B unit of local
goverDnent is a parish of whLch there are 4i3q ln elr . The parlsh vestrles ralse
revenue by means of ler:ies or Land and personal property and are responsible for
such functidr.s as street light1ng, road cleanlng and certain wel-fare Beryices.




