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].. Ilrder cover of a letter dated ,t VIW L961, the Secreto.ry-GeaeraJ. tranBsltteal
to the Cba,lman of the Adrrleory Ccrrnnittee on AC'n{ nlstratiTe arrd Sudgetar1r queotions
a copy of the report of tbe Ad Eoc" Conmlttee on tbe I4rrovmeut of the ldethods
of WorE of the GeBera.l As6@b1y.V In that letter, the SecretarJr-General drefi
attentloll to paragraphs 57 and 58 of the reporb, lrhieh dealt vltb the questlotr of
the lotroduction of mechsnlcaL votlng ln the Geueral- A66mbLy, a,ad to enaexes \rIff
arod ff relatrng to the sa,me que6t1oD. fn yierf of the iq)orbance whlch he attached
to the matter, the Secretarjr-GeqreraJ- asked the Ad]rigorlr Comittee to er{anl-ne thls
pa"tlcu].8r queBtloll so as to uake lt poeelble for the General Assenbly to consid.er
the probilem 1!1 alJ- its ilup].lcatlons at 1ts elghteetrtb re€L]_ar sesslon.
2. ID lts co!€idera,tioo of the questlon, the AdvtEory Comnlttee firBt Doted that
there had beeE genera]. q€reeueot Jr: the Ad Egc Comlttee that an e].ectrlc syslm
for reglsterrng votes would haTe the advaatage of speed and thet Lts use nouJ.d

resu:Lt llo a considereble saving of tfue llhlch .woul-d, 1n trjl3]., reduee the e:cpeilses

of tbe Orgaqizatlon a.nd of Menber Stateg. The Advtsory Comlttee loqulf,ed furbbe"
llxto tbis aspect of tbe problem and was l.oformed that, lrhereas roll--call lroteE
require at1 average of elght and a he,]-f oLnubes and votes by sbow of handg at leaet
flve nl-nrxtes, Do more thaa one rai:oute llouJ-d be spent for eltber type of vote if aa
electrlc system. vere atlopted.
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7, As an lllustratioD, it ras poJ:nted out that, at the seeenteentb sesslon,
Ll{. votes were taken in the Ffth Comittee. ff aIL those votes had been ta,keE
bJr shol.r of handE and vlth eaxiflJm speed Lr., say, five &irnltes each, the total
process 1i.ouLl have taker. at l-ea6t eLeven entl three-quarterB hours. In sJmilar
clrcunstances, an el-ectrlc Bysten woul-d have saved sc'lae njl1e hou"a. In reality,
b.oqever, the sa1rtng wouLil ha.ve beelx greater because there were a nu!0ber of rol_l-
caLl- votes.
4. Anotber factor ls that, lD recent years, the Secreta,rtat has erqref,ieoced
serious dlfflcu1tles La countlng votes atxd tt LB the €uara,nteed accuracy of the
couxt resulting froE the eLimi-natlon of tho6e ttjfflcultles $hlch, ln the opillioo
of the A.d goc Comittee, wou-]-i be the eecond najor advaatage of havtng ar. electrj-c
syEte[ for regtstef,lng votes. fhe Adrdeory Cornnlttee vas glven to rmderstaod that
1t bas becoue itlcreaslllgly dlfftclrlt for Becretarles of co@ittees to courxt voteg
accurately llx very croncled roons. $Lere, 1!. addlticar to the 111 Membere, there are
numerouE adviEers alxd assistaDtg. f_n the case of cl_ose votes, eopeclaer when
a, two-thirtls naJorlty is requlred., 1t lrouJ-d appear tbat the Secretarlat is not
altrays jrx a positlon to be absolubely sure of the results. There have lndeed
been a ntraxber of lnstances where voteg had to be l_oterjr.4lted End takerx again. Ehe
fact that an eiect"lc sy6tem. rrou].d obriate thls difflculty 1s @doubtedly of the
greatest iuportance. Moreover, the resul-ts r{ou-]-d be tndicated for a sufflcleilt
Lgngth of tlme on nuraL paneLs to preveat confusion.
5. AB an aildtttonaL Eafeguard, s, recordfig delrlce lrouLd reproduce th.e indlr-idua1
voteg and the totalg jja as rnFl'y coples aE necessary, anil trou].d ldeDtify the
proposal- or amend.Bent voted on t6r means of a synbol_. In the caBe of rol-L-calL
voteB, the record uolts vou:Ld shorr horrr each Member voted (for, against, abstentLon,
no vote), $hl].e LE the ce,se of vhe,t i-B now referxed to a9 a yote by shovr of ba&ds,
o$ly the total-s wou].il be recordecl.
6, The Ad Hoc Comlttee l-ndlcated that the eLect"ic system of vot,.tng uoul-d aot
be appllcable to secret ballot8 e,s requlreal, for i]rstance, j! the ca6e of the
el-ection of the President of the GeneraJ. Assenbly, and of the meEbexs of the three
Counc j-Ls, the Interuational Court of Justlce, anit the IntelEatlcne.l- La$ ContrisBicrn"
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7. Ou tbe merits of the proposa"l, tbe Advlsoxf, Comlttee vor:ld be ftc]-jaed to
share tlie ylev of the g1-@ Comlttee tba,t the eLectrlc system of votgg wou-ld

ensu?e gre€fie? accuracy and Bave tiae. on tbls Latter poi.:rt, hovever, the Advlsorv

Ccrmlttee recogDlzes that there are other eLen€'tts erhlcb aff,ect the duratloa of
General Assembly seBglons but tbe Adlrisoly Comlttee haB not beeo caLLed ]Ipon to
comeut oq tble at the present tLne. IB aJ1y case, the recoromenclatlon wbicb the
Adrrlsory Co'nrnlttee vould rm,ke 1n respect of the adoptloD of tbe eLectric Ey6ten

l-s subject to the decisic[xs which the Genera]. Asstr|bly wl1l take as f,egarde the
order pf prlo"lty to be att€,ched to this partlcuLar ltem rs'ithln the over;al-l
btdCet.
B. Ia Illew of the flnancla]- posltton of tbe Orgaialzatl-on, the Adrrlsory Comittee
Ifou:Ld he,ve heslteted to reccmecld that the euQerfueot proposed by the Ad Eoc

Cormrlttee should be oade at the pre€€nt tlBe. Eowever, seel-ug that the
llxstall-atlcD of the eLectf,lc syste.m wor:ild require certaj:r ba61c $lrfu€ elnd

Bodlflcatlons to floorE, '!iall-s and f'urnltrrre, 1t was felt that lt rrolld. be

advantageoug to rmderbalre thls pf,el-lnlnary vork rlthllx the fraroerrork of the
strucfir:aL changeo to be nade ll1 conferqrxce roolls arld tbe p].sary ht"11 1!, 1951+.

If tbis York were to te ttoae at a Le,ter date, the lsEtal-lstloE costs wou].d be

b.lgber a,txd the rocms affected woufd be out of use for a filrbher perlod of.ti$le.
g. Given afl_ the clrcrmstarxces, the Adlt'"oory Ccrmlttee recormeo(ls that r Ehould

the GeneraJ- A6senbly ctecide to approve tbe suggestlons of the Ait Eoc Comlttee
concenxbg the adotr)tioE of a!3 e1ect31c syet@ cf votlng iltr the llnltecl Natioos,

such a systen shouLd be lxtToduced clx en eJct)exfueEtal baB16 for one yeas tu otxe

comitf ee ?ocm. gurbher, because of, the technlcal conslderatl-ons etqplsjlxed !x
paragraph B above, the General- Assemb.Ly nay 1fish to consldef, qhether, ln addlttoo
to the conplete equlpmenrt of o!4 co@lttee room, sc@e esseutl'al work of a
Brepars.toqf na,tr.:re ehouLd be carrled. oub'dt the saee tj.me 1n the pl-enary hal-l-

alld oBe other comlttee room, So as to perrolt, lf the eNiperl-nmt 14,ere Eucce6sfuL,

an, erentuaL ertr)ensl.cn of the oyetero witbout utdue, €f,pmse.

10. []1e Ad1rl6ory Comlttee consldereii the cost Stfuates contaltreil lt1 arlnetd VfiI
to the Ad Hoc Ccmltteet s report. On the bAslB of the ftfot'ratlcD Si1feix tberefix,
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it ll'ouLd favour rental of the necesFary equipment. Apart from the Lower cost,
the rental- ccntract nolrld provLde that tbe suppl-ier nafttain and modernize the
equipment.
lL. Shorl-il the General Asse!&ly declde to adopt an electrLc system of votlng on

an experLmental- basl-s end to carry out preparatorXi H'ork r+'ith a view to later
e:ealxsio!., as lndicated in paragraphs p and 1O abore, the costs for the first year
$ouLd be ag fol-Lo!6:

CompLe!e
installatlon

+

S rooo

25r0OO

7r0oo

1,700

40r70O

,8r000

Addttional Total-
cogt6 fof
iiI*-.+;^-
other rooms

p

lOrO0O

l-.1+rooo

214Oo

t_5rooo

25rO0O

21roO0

o, IUU

67 rLoo

,Brooo(b) Rental- and natntsance
26,Mo

78,700 2614OO 1O5r1Oo

12. In subsequeEt years, the charges for reDtal e,nd naiotenar.ce of the equipnent
ln the rocm with a corryl-ete jletaAlatloD 1fou]-d anourt to $16,000 per axuun.
lt. As $lLL be 6een from paragraph IL, the cost of such a proJect in L95lr
wsuld be $1051100. The Adtisory Comi.ttee notes from paregraph 17 of tTrc forerord

I

i

i

l

1

(C) IostaLLat l on .costs:
(l) ModificatioE artl addltion of

^^hArri +

(fr) Purchase antl lnstallation of
cabLeF and r'lxe . .

(ffl) De6iga, constructi on ancl
i.astallation of, indicator
boarde, and modi.fication of
furE.lture to house voting
contnol unlt6 .

(i.") Contl-ngency aLlowance on above
iteas, 10 per cmt
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to the buclget estlnates tor L)6lf/ that it ls the SecretarJr-General! s irrtesltion
to inclutle lI tbe ren:i6ed estir@tes for sectlon 7r "ehich he q,iLl- subnlt to the
Asse4b]-y at itB elghteeath se6slol1, a provL6loE to cqver tbe cost of the project,
takfug l-trto account the foregolltg recclmeode,tl@s of the Adyisory Cormlttee.
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