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Seventh report of the Advisory Commititee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions to the General Assenbly at its eilghteenth
gsession

l. Under cover of a letter dated 31 Ma.y 1963, the Secretary-Genersl transmitted
to the Chelrman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Quéstions
a copy of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Improvement of the Methods

of Work of the General Assembly.® In that letter » the Secretary-General drew
attention to paragraphs 57 and 58 of the report, which deslt with the qﬁes’sion of
the introduction of mechanical voting in the General Assembly, snd to snnexes VILT
and IX relating to the same guestion. In view of the importence which he attached
to the matter, the Secretary-General asked the Advisory Committee to examine this
particuler question so as to make It possible for the General Assembly to consider
the problem in all its implicabions at its eighteenth reguler session.

2. TIn its consideration of the question, the Advisory Committee first noted that
there had been general agreement in the Ad Hoc Committee that an electric system
for reglstering votes would bave the advantage of speed and that its use would
result In a considereble saving of time which would, in turn, reduce the expen‘ses
of the Organization and of Member States, The Advieory Committee inquired further
into this aspect of the problem and was Informed that, whereas roll-cell votes
reguire an average of eight and & half minutes and vobes by show of hands at least
Tive minutes, no more then one minute would be spent for either type of vote if an
electric system were adopted.
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3. As en ijlustra.tion, it was pointed out that, at the seventeenth sessicn,

141 votes were teken in the Fifth Committee. If all those votes had been taken
by show of hands and with meximum speed In, say, five minutes each, the total
process would have taken at least eleven and three-quarters hours. In similar
circumstances, an electric system would have saved some nine hours, In reélity_,
however, the saving would have been greater because there were a number of roll-
call votes,

h. Another factor is that s in recent years, the Secretariat has experienced
serious difficultles in counting votes and it is the guaranteed accuracy of the
count resulting from the eliminetion of those difficulties which, in the opinion
of the Ad Hoc Committee, would be the second major advantage of heving an electric
system for registering votes. The Advisory Committee was given to wmderstand that
it has become increasingly difficult for secretaries of committees to count vobes
gccurately in very crowded rcoms wkere, in addition to the 111 Members, there are
numercus advisers end assistants. In the case of close votes, especially when

e two-thirde majority is required, 1%t would gppear that the Secretariat is not
alwaeys in a position to be absblutely sure of the resulis. There hé.ve Indeed
been & number of instances where votes had %o be interrupted snd taken agein. The
fact thet an elsetric system would obviate this difficulty is undoubtedly of the
greatest importance., Moreover, the resulis would be indicated for a sufficlent
length of time on mural panels to prevent confusion.

5.. Ap &n additional safeguerd, a recording device would reproduce the individual
votes and the totels in as many copies as necessary, and would ldentify the
proposal. or amendment voted on by means of a symbol. In the case of roll-call
votes, the record units would show how each Member voted (for, against, sbstention,
no vote), while in the case of whet is now referred to as a vobe by show of hands,
only the totals would be recorded.

6. The Ad Hoc Committee indicated that the electric system of vobing would not
be applicable to secret bé,llo‘bs a8 required, for instence, in the case of the
election of the President of the Generel Assembly, and of the members of the three
Councils, the International Court of Justice, and the Intermational Law Commission.
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7. On the merits of the proposal, the Advisory Committee would be inclined to |
share the vlew of the Ad Hoc Committee thaet the electric system of vobing would
ensure greater mccuracy and save time. On this latter point, however, the Advisory
Committee recognizes thet there are other elements which affect the duration of
General Assembly sessions but the Advisory Committee has not been called upon to
comment on this et the present time. In any case, the recommendstion which the
Advisoiy Committee would meke in respect of the adoption of the electric system
is subject to the decisions which the Generel Assembly will teke as regards the
order of priority to be attached to this particular item within the over-all
budget.

8., In view of the financial position of the Organizetion, the Advisory Committee
would heve hesiteted to recommend that the experiment proposed by the Ad Hoe
Committee should be mede at the present time. However ,‘ seeing that the
installation of the electric system would require certain baslc wiring and
modifications to floors, wells and furniture, it was felt that it would be
adventageocus to underteke this preliminary work within the framework of the
structural changes to be made in conference rooms and the plemary hall in 1964,
If this work were tc be done at a later date, the instaliation costs would be
higher and the rooms affected would be out of use for a further pericd of time.
9. Given all the circumstences, the Advisory Committee recommends that, should
the General Assembly decide to approve the suggestions of the Ad Hoe Coni_mittee
concerning the adoption of an electric system of voting in the United Watioms,
such a system should be introduced on en experimental basis for one year in omne
committee room. Further, because of the technical considerations explained in
paregraph 8 above, the General Assembly mey wish to consider whether, in addition
to the complete equipment of one committee room, some essential work of a
preparatory nature should be carried out &t the same time in the plenary hell
end one other committee room, so as to permit, 1f the experiment were successiul,
an, eventual expension of the system without undue expense.

10. The Advisory Committee considered the cost estimates contained in amnex VIIT
to the Ad Hoc Committee's repert. On the basis of the informstion given therein,
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it would favour rental of the necessary equipment. Apart from the lower cost,

the rental contrect would provide that the supplier maintain and modernize the
equipnment.

11.. Should the Genersl Assembly decide to adopt an electric system of vobing on
en experimental basis end to carry out preparatoi'y work with a view to later

| expension, as indicated in paragraphs O and 10 above, the costs for the first year
would be as follows: ‘

Complete Additicnal Total
installation costs for
one rocm initial
preparation
of two
other rooms
(2) Installation costs: $ $ $
(i} Modification and addition of
conduit &« o 4 e . . b e s 5,000 10,000 15,000
(i1) Purchase end installation of
cables and wire . + . . . . 25,000 - 25,000
(iii) Design, construction end
installaticn of indicator
boards, and mcdification of
furniture to house vobing
conbrol units « + ¢ o 4 e o ,C00 llI-,OOO 21,000
(iv) Countingency allowance cn above
items, 10 per cent . . . . 3,700 2,400 6,100
- 10,700 26,400 67,100
(b) Rentel and maintenance . . . . 38,000 - 38,000
78,700 26,h00 105,100

12. 1In subsequent years, the charges for rentel end meintenance of the equipment
in the room with a compiete installation would amount to $16,000 per annum.
15. As will be seen from paragraph 11, the cost of such a project in 1964
would be $105,100. The Advisory Committee notes from paragré.ph 3T of the foreword
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to the budget estimates for 196112/ that it is the Secretary-General's intentiocn
to include in the revised estimates Por section T, which he will submit to the
Assembly at ite eighteenth session, a provision to cover the cost of the projeck,
taking into account the foregoing recommendetions of the Advisory Committee.

g/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighteenth Session, Supplement No.5,
{4/5505).






