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Note by the Secretery-General

FATKLAND ISTANDS

In accordance with the stetement of the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affaire of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on
27 September 1961, the Govermment of the United Kingdom has transmitbed to
the Secretary-General the followiné political and constitublonal ilnformation
on the Territory of the Falkland Tslands.

This informetion, which was receilved on 1 March 1963, is herewith
gubmlitted to the General Assembly et its eighteenth session.l -

1/ In accordance with General Assembly resolution 1700 (XVI) of
19 December 1961, this informastion is also submitted to the Committee on
Informgtlion from Non-Self-Governing Territories.
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FATIKTAND TSTANDS

AREA ATD FOPULATTION

1. The Falkland Islands consist of two large islands and a number of smaller
isiands with a total land ares of approximately 4,700 square miles, The
Falkiand Islaminependenciesconsist of the lslands of South CGeorgle snd

South Sandwich (and & number of smeller islands) which lie some 800 and 500 miles
to the east of the Falklend Islands. The estimated population of the

Falklend Islands at 31 December 1960 was 2,127; all were of European degcent and
most were of Brltilsh origin, The population of the Dependencles is 500.

CONSTTIUTION

2. = The present Constitubion, which dates from 1951, provides for & Governor,
esslsted by an Executive Council, and a Ieglslative Councll. Prior to 1951,
the Executive Council and Iegislative Council consisted of an egual number of
official members (i.e., cilvil servents) and non-officisl members nomlnated by
the Governor. Under the 1951 Constitution, elections were introduced for
membership of the Legislative Council, and provision was made for a majority
of elected members in both the Executive and Iegislative Councils.

3. = The main festures of the present Comstltution are as follows:

Governor

4. The Governor (&t present Sir, E, Arrowsmith) is the head of the sdministratios
of the Territory. In the exerclse of his powers he 1s advised by the Executive
Council. He normally acts in accordance with the advice he receives from the
Executive Council and can only act against this advice 1n certain specified
circumstances.

Executive Councll

S5« . The Execubtive Council is the principal executive organ and normally takes
declsions on all matfers affecting the internal government of the Territory,
including the budget. It is composed of 5 non~offilcial members nominated by the
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Governor and 3 clvil servents. The present membership of the Executive Couneil,
under the chgirpenship of the Governér, is as follows:

Mr, T,A, Gilruth

Mr, A.G. Barton

Mr, N.K. Camercn

Mr, H.C. Harding

Mr. L.C. Fleadell (Colonial Treasurer)

Mr, R.H.D, Manders {Colonial Secretary)

Mr. R.8. Slessor (Senior Medical Officer)
All except the last two named are local inhabitants.

Tegislative Council

&. The Legislstive Council pesses laws for the peace, order and good government
of the Falkland Islands. The Councll must meet at least once a year and usually
has severael sessions, including s budget session in June or July. The presiding
officer is the Governor, and there are 11 other members, of whem 4 are elected,
b nominated (including two non-officlals) and 3 ex officio elvil servants. The
Governor has only & casting vobe.

ELECTORAL SYSTEM

Te The four glected members of the Iegislative Council are chosen by universal
adult suffrege., There are no politicél parties in the Falkland Islands.

JUDICTARY

8, The Judiclal system of the Falkland Islends consists of g Supreme Court and
& Court of Summery Jurisdiction. In view of the small size of the Territory and
the few casee which arlse, the Governor sits as Judge of the Supreme Court and
the Colonlel Secretary as-Msgistrate in the Court of Summery Jurisdiction. The
Court of Summery Jurisdiction cen also be presided over by & bench of megistrates
composed of two or more justices of the peace. '
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PARTTCTPATTICN COF IOCAL TNHABTITANTS IN THE ADMINISTRATION

D A1l junior posts in the Adminisbratlion, and the msjority of the senior
posts, are held by local inhsabltants. Lwmong the senior posts held by local
offlicers are those of Colonlal Treasurer, Superinbendent of Posts and $elegraphs
and the Reglstrer of the Supreme Court. Most of the justices of the peace are
lccal inhabitants. As slready noted, there is a rajority of elected inhabltants
on both the Execubive ard Leglslative Councils.

IOCAT, GOVERNMENT

10. Stanley, the capital, has a Tewn Council consisting of 6 elected members

and 3 members nomingbed by the Governor. OF the 6 elected rerbers, 3 rebtirve
every two years and elections are therefore held blennislly. The Council derives
1ts revenues principally from rates, but elso receives grants from the central
Govermment. It 1s responsible for the normal range of loeal government services
such as the fire brigade, street cleaning and lighting, housing and town planning.
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