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ORIGINAL: UTG]JSE

Etghteenth session

INIOFIIAISON FROM I{ON.SEIF-GOWRNINO TERRTTORIES

POIITjCAT AND CONSTINNTOIVAL IXFOEMATION ON ASIAN IERRTTORTXS
UIiDER I]IIITED ICNGDS{ ADMINISTBATION

Note. by the SecretarT-Sneral

BRUNEI

In accordauce vlth the statenent of the Secretary of State for Forel-anAffalrs of the tlnlted. Klngdom of Great BrltaLn end Northexn freland. on
27 septenber 1F1, ttre 0overDnent of the uolted Krugd.<.:n has transrnitted. to tb.e
secretary-G€neral the forlowing poritical and. constr.tutlonar lnfomatr.on on theIerritory of Brunei.

fhLs lnfonxation, whtch vas recerved on 19 March L96,, 18 herevlth subnrtted.to the Ceneral- Assenbly at lts elghteenth sesslon.!/

--:,l--

L/ rn eccord.ance r'rith cenerar lsse!.bly re'orutlon- r ro0 (xw) of 19 Decenbe, 1961,thl s lnfornatlon is ar-so submltted to ine -eornnrttee 
on rnfor&atlon r.rotrNon- Self-Governiag Teffttorles.

6J-or\9,
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SRIJNE"J

POPUT,ATION

l. The populatlon of the State of Srutlel et tbe L96O census vas approxlnately
84rOOO nad.e up as follor*s:

Ma.l-ays . .

Other 1nd-lgenous races ...

rJthers (Europeans,
Indians etc. ) ....

Tota]-

L?,oco
L2, oo0

22..3rO

,,000
84,coo

SIATUS AND PREIITOUS EIST'BY

2. Brunel is an autononous State 1n treaty relations l{'l.th Srltain, rahlch u:rd.er
the terms of the Agreeloent Is responslble for d.efence and. exten:al affalrs. fhe
SuLtan I s Crovernment ls 1n practice entlreLy responsible for lnte]1xal affalrs.
Its preseDt Sultan (8.8. Slr onar AJ-i Se,lfudd.ln ) rufes ln accord.ance vlth a

Constltution pronuLgated by htm in September Lplp. ?rlor to \p!p a State Councl.].
of twelve roenbers (tncludtng the BrLtlsh. Resld.ent ) preslded over by tbe SuLtan
advl. sed- the guJ.tan 1n the exercl-se of hls executlve and 1eg16lative fi:nctlons, and.

al.so contalned. features of a Pri vy Councit. In 1959 the SuLtan pronul_gated E

Constltution as a. flrst stage ln the d.evelopnent of representatlve goverrneat,
replaclng the State Couxcll by three separate bod.les, a prlry Coulell, an
Executlve CouncLL ard B, Iegisl-atlve CounclJ.. At the 6ame tlme, uld.er the tenos of
a new Agreenent bett'eeD tbe Sultan and. BrLtaln, tbe post of lritlsh Resld.ent vas
replaced. by that of Elgh Comissloner.

CONSTIIIIIION

1. The naain features of the present ConstLtution are as follows:
Dil r^r n^rrh a{ I. a -,J vvl4e{r

\. The functlons of ttle Prlvy CouncLl- are to ad.vlse the gultan 1n relatloo to the
ae.endment or xevocatlon of any of the provtslons of tb.e Constltutlon, as veLl as
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on the appolnt@ent of persons of Ma1ay euetornary ranks, tltles, honours and.

*i-gnitles; on the exerclse of the prerogatlve of uercyi end on any other loarrers
at the sultaure request. Tbe present trenbership of the coucll- lnclud.es sone
twenty enlnent inhabltents of BruDel appolnted by the Sultan, The Elgh
Coeelssloner ls an ex off,lcLo neEber of ttre pf,IlT Councll.

Executlve and I€gl slatlve Councll

5. fne Constltutlon provides that, ln the exerclse of h:is porers and 1n the
perfoxnance of trl.s dutles, the Sultau shal_L, subject to certain sp€ell:.ed
exceptlons, consul-t wlth hls Executlve Councl]., vhlch ls ln effect tbe chlef
executive body of the state. The r,egl sleti ve connclr passes laws for the leace,
ord.er and. good. goyernhent of the Stete, vhlch are subject to th.e assent of the
sultan. fhe Executlve cou3c11 comprlses ? ex offltclo rnenbef,s (ttre Mentrl Besar
fnief l4taister/, the Wazlro, the State Secretary, the Attorney-ceneral, the
State FinauclaL Adviser and the Be].lglous Ad.viser), the figh Coumissloner,
5 eLected menbers of the LeglsJ.atlve Councll, and. one rmofflclal- noelDated. menber.
Ttre unofflcial !0€rdbers of the Executlve CounclL are appoJ.nted by the Sultan. The
LeglslatLve CormcLL couprlses I ex officto &enbers (tbe g_gls& nembers of
the Executtve Council- and o!.e other offlcer d.esignated. by tbe Sultan ), 5 offLclal
merobers (tne Oeputy Sts,te Secfetary, the Actiag State 5ducation Off,Lcer, the
State Welfare officer, the CoEErl s sionel of Develolnent, the Eead of tbe Ia,nguage
Instltute and. the ControJ-ler of Customs), L6 elected. oenbers and. three unofflcLal-
menbers nordnated. by the Sul-tao.
6. Ibe fLrst elections to the Leglslative Councl]- vere he1d. ta, Lg62. These
vere lndlrect electlons by llay of elected- local goveruoent dlstrlct counclJ-s
functioning as electoral colleges.
7. A state of energency was declared on i2 Deceober 1!62 and certaln parts
of the Constitution were suspended as a tenporary taeasure. Durlng tb-is period
the fnnctlons of government are belng perfonoed. by aE Emergeacy Corlncll, presid.ed.
over by the SuJ-tan, and comprlsing four ex offtclo nenbers (the Mentrl Besar,
ttre State Secretary, the Attoraey-General and the State Financial Officer),
the Eigh Cotrnlssloner, and. ten uiofflcLal nenbers appol-nted by the Sultan. fhe
Su-Ltan has d-eclared" bls lntentlon of restorlng representative instLtutlons as
soon as posslbJ_e.
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EIGE CCIfi\.IISSIONER

B- Lu accord.ance vlth aa agreenent concluded between the Queen and the SuJ.taD,
the Srltlsh Governnent ls reEponslble for the d.efence and external rel_ations of
the State of 3runel. ftese responslbillties are exerclsed by a Htgh Cormlssloner
vho ls by vlrtue of hls post e nenber of the prl'l.Tr and Executlve Cor:nclls.

JUOIfIARY

9. fhe State of B"unel has a Supreme Court of Judlcature, comprlsing a Eigh
Courb and. a Court of Appeal, whi ch also serves North Blrneo and. Sarawak. It
conslsts of a Chief Justlce and. tblee pulsne judges. fn addltlon tltere are
three classes of uagistrates courts for 1e6s serlouc offences, and. Kath.i s courts
for questions concernlug the Islamlc re].igLon, Eatyiage and. d.ivorce, prope&y
disputes and ancillary matters.

LOCAI GOYERTWH\T'

10. llhere is a dlstrlct councll- in BruneL, lelalt, Tutong and Tenburlng. Each
has a maJorlty of eLected. Eenbers, afthough there 1s provlsion for nJnorLty
representatlon by appointed. flembers. ftre fLrst d.irect erections .to the d.i strLct
cou,rlcLl-s took pLace ln 1962. persons who were subJects of the Su-Ltan, had.
attaLned. tbe age of 21 and. fulfll-led certala resld.enttaL quarlficatJ-ons 1n the
dletrl-ct councll area concerned. vere entltled. to vote. The d.istrlct councrls
al-so functlon as electorel- coLleges for the purpose of electing tho6e of thelr
nenberg quallfleai to be elected aembers of the Legislatlve Councll.




