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Note by the Secret€f,y-GeEeral

NONTH SCRNEO

Io accord.ance T{:ith the gtatement of, tbe Secretary of State for Foreign
AffalrB of the iJi:lted. Kingd.on of Great Brltaln and Northern lrela:rd on

2? Septenfter I96Lt t,ine Governnent of tbe Unlted Ktngd.oro has tralsuitted to the
Secretary-Generaj- the folLovlpg ]lolltlcal and constttutiona'! laforrne,tion on

the Terrltory of Nortb Sorneo.
Th16 idoreatlon, vhLch. vas 

"ecelved. 
on 2l- Ma{c} 1961, IE herewlth subtnitted

to the General. Assenbl-y at Lte e!.ghteenth. sesslon.g

{ I,r accord.ance vlth Gene"a:. Assenbly "esolutton 
L700

this i!.fornatLoo ig also subnltted. to the CotmJttee
Non-Self -Goverbl-ng Territorles .

63-o7\6o

(:rVf) or J-! Decernber 1!61
on fnformation from
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NoRTH 3ORNEq

PO}1]I,ATTON

1" The populatlon of North Someo at the 1960 census eas alrproxluately as
foll-ows:

Du6un6, Muuts ard. other non-Mu6J.1u l::dlgenous races , " " " .. " . . .16B1000
3aJ ausl lLanuns, Suluks, 3rrmel s, Ked.ayans; end. other

EalnLy I'tusljro. ipdlgeaous raceF ...... , .. . .......14Lr80o
Chlneee
Others (Mal-eyFe Indlans, Irdoaesi"t s, etc.)... ..... ,Tr8Oo
Euro!ears,.." l-,Boo:_TotaL 4r4rSOO

COIISTTIUTION

2. fhe prese4t ConstLtutlon of Nortb Xorneo has been in effect slnce 1p60.
Und.er its pro\J-lslons, the Terrtto?y le addfuistered. by a Governor, who Ls
adr-ised. by an Execuilve CormclJ-, a,nd. the power to nale 1a.ws rests .w.ith a
legiolatlve Counctl-. Prlor to 1950, the Govemor e.as asglsted. by an Adiri sory
Couocl]-; la october f!10, this Adrrtsory CouaciL vas replaced. by Xxecutive a,nd.

legi.s].atlve counctLE, Slace Septeuber 1p6o the leglslative CoubciL has had. a
non-offlcla]. nal o"lty and the lxegutlve Couacil has had. ea equal- nuober of
non-offlciel and. offlcla.]- &enbers.

Tlxe mqJn features.of the present Constttutlon ele ag fo]-lolrs:

Gove].nog

t" fhe Governor (at present S1r W.A.C. Good.e ) 1e the head. of the admiaLstratton
of the Territory. Ee is requlred. to consul_t the Execu.tlve Cor"rnel]. in the
exercise of his porers and nozuelly acts ln accord.ance rdth ite advlce.

Xxecutlve CouncJ 1

l+" The nxecutLve Councl]. is the chief executive body of the Terrltory. It
comp"ises 61x non-offlciaJ- l-ocat resid.ents nondnated. by the Governor and. Eix
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senlor clviL servants. Tlre preoent mdiaberstrtp of, the Executlve Counc11,
the chglreanshlp of, the Governor Ls ad foLl-ovs:

0.K.K. Datu l'hstapha
Khoo Stah Chtev
D!A. Ste?heas
A.W. fatoD
Peng Eet Teburg
O,.K.K. G.S. Sundang

R..N. furner (Cnier secretary )
W.K.H. Jones (Attoraey General )
E.W. Davld.eoa (Eina::clal" Secretery )
J.E. Macartaey (Actfng Secretary f,or Local Goverturent )
W.E.C. Wookey (Reoldent, Sendahan )
0.K.K. Mohamoied YassLa bln HaJi Hashirc (Adraintstratlve Of,flcer)

Legl. slatlve CoubclL

,. llhe legisLatlve CounclL paeeeo J.arre for the peace, orde:r aad good gove"nment

of the Terrltory. The Governor t e assept ls requlred. for flrch l-egisl-ation snd. is
noreal-1J. gl]/en. Ihe. presid.ing officer ls the Governor, vho has a caBttng but
not an orlgLnal vote. I]x addltloD to the President, the Councl]. bao eighteen
non-offlclaL mercbere vho are loca1 reetd.entB nouinated by th€ Governor attd 6even

officlaJ. menbers ( eenlor cLwll eervants).

Ppl-ltlcal- pa.rtles
6. the prlnclpal- poJ-itlcal. organlzatlon 16 the Sabah Allleace coupoced- of the
f,our naln poLitlca]. partles vhLeh neverthefese stlll retaln tbelr separate
ld.entltLee. [hese four tr)arties sre the United NatloDa]. Kad-ezen Orgaaisatlon, the
Unlted. Sabah NationaL organisatlorl, the Soroeo Utara Natlonal Psrty and tbe
United. l{atlonaJ- Fasok l4orcogun Party "
7. lltLe non-offtctal menlers of the legle].atLve 0ounc11 include the leadere of
the naln pollticaJ. pertle6.
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JLIDICTARY

B. The CcuTts functlcntng tblcughcut the Cotony for the cdslnlstratlon of civli
and. crl"nina.l law are the Suprerne Court of Sararak, North Sorneo and. Brunel,
colprlsing the couft of Appeal and the Htgh couru atrd. the meglotrates r courts

comprlslng courts of:
(a) nagistrates of the flrgt clasgi
(t) naglstrates of the eecond. cLass; and

(c) naglstrates of the thlrd. class.
9. fhere a.re a.lso Native courts vhich e,re qulte dietinct f"om the maglstrate
courts, 8nd. deal- w"lth such natterB aB breaches of custom or breachee of Mus11n

l-aa and custom 1n vhich all- the partieo are Musl1m.

l-0. fhe suprerne court of saravakl North 3ollneo and Srunet conslsts of a chlef
Justice, a senlor pulone Judge aad- two other pulsne iudges. One puiEne Judge

reBid.es in JeeseLton (the capital) and the Chlef Justice (rho restdes tn Sarawak)

pays periodical viglts to the Te"rltory to d.eaL with Eigh Court ceses.

I,OCAI GOIIERNMENT

11. The first eLectlone to torm boards and dlstrlct council-s took place

Ln Decernber 1962. :fhey \,rcre oxl a pollttcal party basis. llhese elections covered'

fou? torln board.s and. ten dlstrLct councile to vhich Just over hal.f the ne'mbers

of eech'vrere el-ected.. The quaJ-lflcations fo" voterg vere that they 6houl-d be

aged- 21- oad. over and have eLther been born 1E or cortr)l-eted- a statutory perlod
of resi.d.ence ln North SorDeo and fulftl-fed- certaln resld.ence qualiflcatlons for
the electoral- area concerned.. Seventy-five per cent of the aduLt loBulatlon
participated. in the electlons and. over Bo ler cent of those eligibl-e to d.o so

voted..
12. The toT"n board.g and district coutxcLls exelcise the no1llal local- goYernment

f1n]ctloos such as the nalntenance of marketsr pub11c hea:-th servlceel control
of build.lngs etc., and de"lve thelr revenues froe taxeg and- rates and- feee'




