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QUESTION CONSIDERED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL AT ITS
74grH AND 750TH Y~ETn1GS HELD ON 30 OCTOBER 1956

1. In its resoiution of 4 Wovember 1956 (A/3275), the General Assembly

authorized the Secreta,ry-General immediately to arrange with the parties

concerned f~r imJ?lementation of :t~~ cease-~ire aQd _1;;J:1e .ha~:p~ni . .Qf.... t.he •

movement of military forces and arms into tbe area, .as requested in its

resolution of 2 November 1956 (A/3256). The General AssembLY also

requested him to report on compliance fortfniith and in any case not later

than twelve hours from the time of adoption of the resolution.

2. In fulfilment of the task thus entrusted to him, the Secretary-General

addressed communications to the four Governments directly concerned.

These communications~ the texts of which are annexed (annexes 1 to 4), were

sent directly by cable a few hours after the adoption of the resolution.

3~ Taking into account the practical difficulties which were bound to

arise in the course of the operation, both for the Governments and for the

Secretary-General, the latter felt entitle~ to suggest as the time for a

cease-fire 2000 Gwr (1500 New York time). This proposal made it obViously

impossible for him to report within twelve hours, as requested. However, in

order to increase the chances for a. successful outcome, and in the light

of observations made by a sponsor of the resolution of 4 November, the

Secretary-General followed this course, which would still enable the

General Assembly to take the matter up for renewed consideration during the

evening of 4 November 1956.

Report of the Secretary-General on communications with the four Governments
on imPI'ementat:t.On 0:1:' the resolutions of 2 and 4 November 1956
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4. In the ~ourse of his contacts with Governments, the Secreta.ry-General's

attention has been drawn to difficulties which would follow from the very

narrow margin allowe4 in the time-limit which had been set. In the light

of the3e difficulties, which it would have been harmful to the operation

not to take fully into a.ccount, the Secretary-General la.ter addressed to

the four Governments ident1.c cables, stating that, the time-limit set for

the cease-fire was changed from 2000 hours GMT, 4 November 1956, to

0500 hours GMT, 5 November 1956 (2400 hours 4 November 1956, New York time).

The text of these identic c:e.bles is annexed (annex 5) 0 The extens ion of

the time~limit does not! of course, in any way influence the request made

to the four Governments for the earliest possible reply.

5. At the time of the preparation of this report (1600 hours,

4 November 1956) the Secretary-General has received a reply to the questions

.raised in his cables to the four Governments early th:i.s morning only from

the Government of Egypt. The message from this Government is annexed

(annex 6). Communications received later will be circulated as separate
documents.
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AW.NEX 1
CABLEGBAM FROM 'ID SEC.RE'l!ARY.,~mU1AL, ADDRESSED T~ THE MINISTER FC'R

FO.RE!;GN AFFAIRS OF EGYPT

New York, 4 NovGltbcr 1956

1. THE FIRST E~RGENC'1 SPECIAL SESSIOJlT OF THE GENERAL ABb"EMBLY AT ITS MBETI~lG

OF' 3..4 NOVEABER .1956 AOOPTmD 'mE FQLtOWING aEBOLUTION: QUOTE TEE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY J NOTING WITH RmG~ ~tiA~ NOW ALL THE PARTIES CONCERllED HAVE YET AGREED

TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF IfS ;REDOLllTION OF 2 NOVEM8.ER 1956, NOTING TIlE

SPECIAL PRIORI'1'Y GIVEN IN 'arE EESOLUTION IrQ AN IMMillDIATE CEASEFIRE AND AB PART

THEREOF TO THE HALTING OF THE MOVEMillNT OF 11!LITARY FORCES AND AFJ.!S IN'ro THE AREA,

NOTING FURTHER 'lIHAT THE: RES?LT.J'i:ION tmGf;D TftE PARTIES TO THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS.
PR~MFTtY TO WI'rHDRA~1 ALL F')RCES BEH.nm THE AHMISTICE LINES, TO DESIST FROM RAIDS

ACROSS THE ARMrSTICE LIl~S m.ro NEIGHBOURn7G. TERRITORY, AND TO OESERVE

.SCRUPULOUSLY THE PROVISIONS OF W~ .AAMI$~CE AGREEl&I:N',£'S, .-
~j' . . .

OHE F.EAFFIW.s rI'S RESOLUTION OFe ,~rOVE}'.igR 1956 MID ONCE AGAIN CALIaq UPON m

pARTIES ~ffiJDIATELY 'I'O CC~LY WITH TIlE l~ROVIS:'ONS OF mE SAID RESOLUTION;

~o AUTHORIZES THE SECRETARY GENERAL IMMEDINl1ELY TO ARRANGE WITH TEE PARTIES

CONCERl~D FOR THE IMPLEMEN'.cATICN OF THE 'CEASEFIRE AND THE IiALTING OF THE

MOVEMENT. OF MILI"j,'N.1Y. FORCES AND AF.MS INTO 'IHE AREA AND i REQUESTS EIM T, REPORT

COl4PLIANCE J~RTHWrTH AND', IN .PJ.ff. CASE, NOT LATER THAN TWELVE HOURS FROM THE T~

OF ADO~lON OF THIS RESOLUTION;

THREE' REQUESTS THE SECRETARY GENlilRAL, WITH THE ASSISTANCE Ob"' 'l'HE CHIEF OF STAFF

AND THE MEMBEHS CF ~lHE UNITED NATIONS TRUCE SUPERVISION ORGANIZNl1ION, TO OBTAIN

COMPLIANCE OF TEE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL FOROES BEHIND THE mlISTICE LINES;

FOUR DECIDES TO MEET AGAIN IMMEDIATELY OIl RECEIPT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL I S

REPORT REFERRED TO IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF THIS RESOLUTION STOP UNO;tJflTE/ .
.,.2'. '~' THIS REGARD, I NOTE TEE INFORlfJATION CONVEYED IN 1'BE AI~E ..MEMOIRE 01'''

" /'

2 ijOWMBER TFANSMITTED TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL BY TEE PEBMANElJ'r PEPRESENTATIVE OF

EC1IPT TO TEE UNITED NATIONS, TO THE EFFECT THAT TIIEEGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT ACCEPTS

'lm RESOLUTION OF 2 NOVEMBER QUOTE ON THE CONDITION •••• THAT IT COULD NOT, "

.1MPlE'MENT .~ .JESOUr.t'roN )ll ~~ ATTAD.KntG AEMIES. CONTINUE THEIR AGGRESSION

'JNQUOTE

:A~- •
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3. IN COmm:xrON WITH MY RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER THE ABOVE MENTIONED RESOLUTION OF
. .

4 NOVEMBER, I TRUST THAT TEE ACCEPTANCE BY !l."HE GOVERN~NT OF· EGYPT OF THE

RESOLU'rION OF 2 NOVEMBffii, SUBJECT TO THE COl:\tDITION STA'I'ED" APPLIES EQUJ.\LLY rro THE

RESOLUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER.

4•. IN PPRSUANCE OF THE PROVISION IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE RESOLUTION

AUrHORIZING THE SECRETARY GENERAL QUOIJ:'E IMMEDIATELY TO ARRANGE 'WITH THE PARTIES

CONCERNED FOR THEIMPLElvlEN'rATION OF THE CEASEFIRE.AND TIlE HALTING OF THE MOVEMENT

OF MILITARY FORCES AND AJ:Th'1-S n~ro !XEE AREA UNQUOTE, I AM NOTIFYING THE OTHER THREE.
PARTIES NOW INVOLVED IN HOSTILITIES If't THE .AREA OF EGYPT'S ACCEPTANCE" AS STATED"

OF THE RESOLUTION OF :2 NOVEMBER, .~D AM BEQUESTING ALL FOUR.FARTIES1 WHICH" OF

COURSE, INCLUDES: EGYPT, TO Bt1ING TO A HALT .ALL HOSTnE MILITARY ACTIONS IN THE

AREA BY 2000 GMT SUl\IDAY" 4 NOVEMBER" 1956. ,MAY I FURTHER REQUEST THAT YOUR

GOVERNMENr t S DECISION IN THIS MA.TT}i]R BE COM.MUNICATED TO ME AT THE EARLIEST. .
POSSIBLE MOMENT, AND AT AIL EVENTS SQ, EARLY AS TO RENDER rr POSSIBLE TO INFORM

THE OTHER PARTIES COiqCER.i'lED,ABOUT YOUH DECISION, PHIOR TO THE SAID HOUR. THE

DECISIONS OF THE OTHER P.AR~IES n~ THIS REGARD WJLL BE TRANSMITTED TO THE

GOVERNME'.NT Ot' EGYPT WITHOUT DELAY.

5. IN PURSU.ANCE OF OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE RESOLUTION OF· 2 NOVEMBER AND

OPERATIVE P.ARAQ~H :3 OF TEE RESOLUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER" THE GOVER11M.ENT OF ISRAEL

IS BEING REQtF~srCED PROMPTLY TO WITHDR.6..W ITS FORCES BEHIND THE ARMISTICE

DEMARCATION LINES.

6.. IN 1VIEW OF THE 1IRGENCY OF TF.E SI'ruATION, vlHICH ACCOUNTS FOR T'clE SHORT TIME

LIMIT :FIX~D IN ~r.r1E }I.ESOLtJl'ION OF 4 NOVEMBER~ I REQ,lJEST AGAIN THAT A DEFINITIVE

REPLY BE GIVP'.J{ NI! THE EABLIEST POSSIBLE ROUR~ .- DAG HAMMAP,SKJOLD SECHETARY GEmRAL

OF THE UNITED NATIONS, r.
(
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CABLEGRAM FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL, ADDRESSED TO THE MINISTER FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF FRANCE

New York, 4 November 1956

1. THE FIRST EMERGENCY SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS

MEETING OF 3-4 NOya.1BER 1956 ADOP11ED r.cHE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION

QUOTE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ·NOTING vlITH REGRET THAT :NOT ALL THE PARTIES
. .

CONCEm1ED HAVE YET AGREED TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF ITS RESOLUTION

OF 2 NOVEMBER 1956, NOTING ~HE SPEOIAL PRIORITY GIVEN IN 1'HE RESOLUTION TO

AN ,IMI~IATE CEASEFJ:RE AND AS PART THE;RillOF TO r;rHE HALTING OF THE MOVEMENT

OF MIJ..,ITARY FORCES AND ARMS I.N~O J,llaE AREft, NOTING FURTHER ':pHAT THE RESOLUTION

URGED THE PARTIES TO THE . ARMISTICE AGREEMEUTS PRQMPI'LY TO WITHDRAW: ALL FORCES
. , '

• .... • .... ., ,... ..' J •• ." ~. ( •

BEHIND THE ARMISTICE LINES,. ~O.~ESIST FROM RAIDS ACROSS 'IRE AF.MISTICE
LINES Irr,rO NEIGHBOURING TERRITORY I AND· TO OBSERVE SCRUPULOUE3LY THE PROVISIONS

OF THE ARMIpTICE AG~~S,
ONE REAFFIRMS ITS RESOLUTIOl1 OF 2 NO~ER 1956 AND ONCE AGAIN OALLS UPON THE

PAHTIES IMMEDIATELY TO COMPLY '~ITH THE PROVISI01IS -OF THE SAID RESOLUTION;

TWO' AUTHORIZES THE SECRETARY GENERAL IMMEDIATELY TO ARRANGE WITH 'mE PARTIES

CONCERNED FOR THE I.Ml?LEMENTATION OF THE CEASE-FIRE AND TEE HALTIFJ'G OF THE

MOVEMENT OF llIILITARY FORCES AND ARMS INTO THE AREA AND REQUESTS HIM TO. REPORT

CClv1PLIANCE FORTHWITH ~l}).t IN ANr CASEI NOT LATER THAN TWELVE HOURS ,FROM THE

TIME .OF ADOPTION OF THIS RESOLUTION;

THREE REQUESTS THE SEG'RETARY GENERAL, WITH TnE ASSISTANCE OF THE CHIEF OF

STAFF AND THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS TOOCE SUPERVISION ORGANIZATION TO
• I

OBTAIN COMPLIANCE OF THE WI~nIDRAWAL OF ALL FORCES BEHIND THE ARMISTICE LINES;

FOUR DECIDES TO MEET AGAIN IMMEDIATELY ON RECEIPr OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S. ,

REPORT REFERRED TO IN OPERNL'IVE PABAGRAPH 2 OF 'I',HISRESOLUTION STOP UNQUOTE.

2. IN THIS. REGARD, I NOTE THE INFO~ION CONVEn1D IN THE LE'lITER OF

3 NOVEMBER ,ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL BY THE ALTERNATE PEHMANENT

REPRESENTATIVE OF FRANCE 'l\) THE UUITED NAT~ONS J AND PARTICULARLY THE

CONDITIONS Ul'IDER WHICH ,MILITARY. ACTION WULP BE STOPPED.

'''':~I.'>+-~,",,",,~;''''-'''''''''''''~''':<''~''~-·'-~'· -,' '~"~~.-'~'.'---"""-~'.---..;.:...:-.;..-......._.~ ,_•.,-~-~.; ....."--,_.- __......_-...... ~.;.....~.- -,,~ - .,.,."
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3. I WISH TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING COMMEl~S .'ON' THE THREE CONDITIONS ESTABLISHED
•

BY YOUR GOVERNMENT FOR A. CESSATION OF'YOUR,ACTION. (I) IN THE VO!'ING ON THE
RESOLUTION CONTAINED IN DOCUMENT A/3276 REQUESTING THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ~O

SUBMIT, WITHIN FOHTY-EIGHT HOURS, A PLAN FOR rrHE SETTING UP 0]1 AN EMERGENCY

INTERNATIONAL UNITED NATIONS FORCE, THE DELEGATIONS OF EGYPT AND ISRAEL ABSTAINED.

(II) THE REQUEST, TO WHICH I HAVE JUST REFERRED, AND WHICH WAS APPROVED BY

THE ASSEMBLY, ESTABLISHES THNr THE "SECHE'I'AAY-GEl-rlTIRAL' SHOULD SUBMIT HIS PROPOSAL

WITHIN FORTY-EIGHT HOURS. IN A SE;PARATE RESOLU'l'ION AT THE SAME MEETING THE'

ASSEMBLY ESTABLISHED A TIME-LIMIT OF'THELVE HOURS FOR A REPORT ON THE CEASE

FIRE. IT THUS FOLLOWS THAT THE GE1'JERAII ASSl~;MBLY DID NOT ACCEPT THE DECISION

ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNI1rED NATIONS li'!ORCE AS A CONDITION FOR THE CEASE

FIRE. (Ill) THE STATEMENTS MADE PRIOR TO THE ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION ON

THE UNITED NATIONS FORCE rwtJillE IT CLEAR THAT IT WAS A WIDESPREAD VIEW 'THAT

NONE OF THE PARTIES' ENGAGED IN THE PRESENT OPERATIONS IN THE AREA SHOULD

PARTICIPATE IN THE FORCE. THIS HAS A DIRECT AND OBVIOUS BEARING ON ANY

POSSIBILITY OF STATIONING ANGLO-FRENCH TROOPS BETWEEN THE COMBATANTS, PENDING. .
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNITED NATIONS FORCE. I MUST ASSUME THE DECISION

IN QUESTION TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN ON THE BASIS OF AN INTERPRETATION WHICH IF

MAINTAINED WOULD EXCLUDE' SUCH AN ARRANGEMBNT AS' A POSSIBLE CONDITION' FOR A

CEASE FIRE.

4. IN PURSUANCE 'OF THE FUNCTIONS ENTRUSTED TO ME' BY OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2

. OF THE RESOLUl'ION OF 4 NOVEMBER; QUOTED' ABOVE; IN VIEW OF THE PROVISION IN

PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE RESOLUTION OF' 2 NOvEMBER' AND OPERATIVE" PARAGRAPH 3 OF

THE RESOLtJrION OF 4 NOVEMBER; AND IN VIEH, FURTHEH;' OF THE CANADIAN.. SPONSORED

RESOLtJrION , ,ALSO ADOPrED ON 4, NOVEMBER, CONCERNING THE PLAN FOR A UNITED"

NATIONS FORCE, AND THE INDICATIONS IT 'GIVES- AS TO THE' ATTITUDE OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 're THE THREE CONDITIONS ESTABLISHED -BY' YbUR GOVERNMENT ~

I MUST INQUIRE WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE WILL ACCEPT'THE PROVISIONS

SET FORTH IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPHS ·1 AND 3 OF THE RESOLtJrION OF ~ NOVEMBER

AND WILL BE WILLING TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR THE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CEASE FIRE AND THE HALTING OF THE MOVEMENT. OF MILITARY

FORCES AND ARMS INTO THE AREA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF

THE RESOLUrION OF 4 NOVEMBER. .'
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541 I WISH TO DRAW TO YOUR A'ITENTION THAT !l'HE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL HAS

ACCEPTED THE CEASE FIRE ON TEE CONDITION OF RECIPROCAL ACCEPTANCE BY

EGYPT, WHILE EGYPT HAS ACCEPTED THE CEASE-FIRE PROVIDED THAT MILITARY ACTIONS

AGAINST EGYPT ARE STOPPED. WITH THE STANDS THUS TAKEn BY ISRAET., AND EGYPT
. '

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT TIJE POSITION OF YOUR GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT OF

GREAT BRITAIN HILL DE'rERMINE WHETHER OR NOT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE A

CEASE FIRE BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL.

6. IN PURSUANCE OF THE PROVISION IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE

RESOLUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY GENERATJ QUOTE rnMEDIATELY

TO ARRANGE WITH TEE PARTIES CONCEIllitED FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CEASE FIRE

AND 'l'RE HALTING OF TEE MOVEMENT OF MILITARY FORCES AND ARMS INTO THE AREA UNQUOTE,

I AM REQUESTmG ALL FOUR PARTIES, WHICH OF COURSE, INCLUDES FRANCE, TO

BRING TO A HALT ALL HOSTILE MILITARY ACTIONS IN TIlE AREA BY 2000 GMT

SUNDAY" 4 NOVEMBER, 1956. MAY I FURTHER REQUEST THAT YOUR GOVERNMENTfS

DECISI~l\T ,n~ THIS MATTER BE COMMUNICATED TO ME AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT,

AND AT ALL EVENTS SO EARLY AS TO RENDER IT POSSIBLE TO INFORM THE OTH.J~R

PARTIES CONCERNED ABour YOUR DECISION PRIOR TO THE SAID HOUR. THE DECISIONS OF

THE OTHER PARTIES IN THIS :REGARD WILL :aE TRANSMITTED TO THE GOVE~NT OF

FRANCE 'IilITHOUT DELAY.

7• IN VIEW OF THE URGENCY OF TEE SITUATION, WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR THE SHORT

TIME LIMIT FIXED IN THE RESOLUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER, I REQUEST AGAIN THAT A

DEFINITIVE REPLY BE GIVEN AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE HOUR. •. DAG HAMMARSKJOLD,

SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
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ANNEX :;

CABLEGRAM FIROM THE SECRETARY.GENERAL, ADDRESSED TO THE
MINIS'.I'ER FiOR FOREIGN AFFAiRS O:B' ISRAEI..l

New York, 4 November 1956

~;f TlnI: FIRST E~RGENCY SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAT" ASSEMBLY AT ITS

~1EETING OF ,-4 NOVEMBER 1956 ADOPTED THE FOLLOWING RESOLurION:

QUOTE TIIE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, NOTING WITH HEGRET THAT nOT ALL 'llHE PARTIES. '.

CONCERllffilD HA.VE YET AGREED TO COMPLY \-.'ITH THE PROVISIONS OF ITS RESOLUTION OF

2 NOVEMBER 1956, NOTING THE SPECIAI~ PRIORITY GIVEN IN THE RESOLUTION TO AN

IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE AND AS PART THEREOF 1)."0 THE HALTING OF THE MOVEMENT OF

MILITARY FORCES AI\1) ARMS INTO THE AREA, NOTING FURTEER THAT THE RESOIJUTION URGED

THE FARTIES TO THE ARMISTICE AGREE'MENTS PROMP'I'LY TO WITHDRAW ALL FORCES BEHIND

THE ARMIS'1'!CE LINES, TO DESIST FRQM RAIDS ACHOSS THE ARMISTICE LlllJES INj~Q.

NEIGHBOURING TERRITORY, AND 11'0 OBSERVE SCRUPULOUSLY rfEE PROVISIONS Ol? THE

A!U~ISTICE AGREEMENTS,

ONE REAPl~IRM~ ITS RESOLUTION OF 2 NOVEMBER 1956 AND ONCE AGAIN CALLS UPON THE

PARTIES IMMEDIA'ItELY TO CQI\fPLY WIlt! 'IHE PROVISIONS OF THE SAID RESOLUI1IOI~;

'IWO AU':~FIORIZES THE SECRETARY GENERAL IMMEDIA'IELY TO ARRANGE WITH THE PARTIES

CONCERNED FOR THE IIvlPLEMEHTATION OF THE CEASEFIRE AN:') THE· HALTING OF

'l1J:lE MOVEMENT OF MJJ.lITARY ]'ORCES AND AHMS INTO TEE AREA AND REQUESTS HIM TO

REPORT COMPLIANCE FOR'rHWITH AND" IN ANY CASE, NOT LATER THAN TWELVE HOURS

FROM THE TIME OF ADOPTION OF THIS RESOLUEION;

THREE REQUESTS TEE SECRETARY GENERAL, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE CHIEF OF

8'rAFF AND TEE MEMBERS OF 11EE UNITED NATIONS TRUCE SUPERVISION ORGANIZATION" TO

OBTAIN COMPLIANCE OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL FORCES BEHIND THE ARMISTICE LINES; .

FOUR DECIDES TO MEET AGAIN IMMEDIATELY ON RECEIPT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S

REPORT REFERRED TO IN OP~RATIVE P~GRAPH 2 OF THIS RESOLUTION STOP UNQUOTE

2. IN THIS REGARD, I NO'l'E frEE S:fTEMENT CONVEYED IN THE AIDE MmMOIRE OF

4 NOVEMBER 1956 TO THE EFFECT THl4t;[I\QUOTE ISRAEL AGREES TO AN IMMEDIATE, ,

CEASEFIRE PROVIDED A SIMILAR ANSWER'1-S FORTHCOMING FROM EGYPT STOP UNQUOTE

.. ~
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3. IT IS NOTED FROM THE AIDE MEMOIRE, 4 NOVEMBER 1956, THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF

ISRAEL HAS NOT STATED ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2

OF TRE RESOImION OF 2 NOVEMBER, URGING THE PA.T1TIES TO THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS

QUOTE PHONPTLY TO WITHDRAW ALL FORCES BEHn:n THE AR.\1ISTICE LINES 1 TO DESIST FROM

RAIDS ACROSS THE ARMISTICE LINES INTO NEIGHBOURING TERRITORY, AND TO OBSERVE

SCRUPtr.L..<JUSLY 'mE PROVISIONS OF lmE ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS STOP UNQUorm.
4. I MAY CALL TO YOUR ATTENTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT HAD, BEF'iRE THE

MEETING OF THE ASSErf'J3LY OF 3..4 NOVEMBER, ACCEPTED THE RESOLUTION OF 2 NOVEMBER

QUOTE ON THE CONDITION... THAT IT COULD NOT IMPLEMENT THE RESOLUTION IN CASE

ATTACKING A~crES CONTINUE THEIR AGGRESSION STOP U1~QUOTE

5• IN CONNEXION WITH MY RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER THE ABOVEM&NTIOrIED RESOLUTION OF

4 NOYElvlBER, I TRUST THAT THE: STATEMENT BY TIIE GOVEHI%1ENT OF ISRAEL CONCERNING

A CEASEFIRE APPLIES TO THE RESOLUTION OF 4 N~VEMBER STOP

6• L~ PURSUANCE OF THE PROVISION IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE RESnLUTION

OF 4 NOVEMBER AUTH<11IZING THE SECRETARY GENERAL QUOTE IMMEDIATELY TO ARRANGE

WITH THE PARTIES CONCEPJfED FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CEASEFIRE AND TEE

HALTING OF THE MOVEMENT OF MILITAHY FORCES AND ARMS INTO THE AREA UNQUOTE, I AM

REQUESTING ALL FOUR PARTIES, T,1.HICH OF COURSE, INCLUDED ISRAEL, TO BRING TO A HALT

ALL HOSTILE MILITARY ACTIONS IN THE AREA BY 2000 GMT, SUNDAY 4 No~mER 1956.
MAY I FURTHER REQ,UEST THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT r6 DECISION IN TillS MATTER BE

CCMMUNICATED TO ME AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT, AND AT ALL EVENTS SO EARLY

AS TO RENDER IT POSSIBLE TO INFOR~ THE OTHER PARTIES CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR DECISION
I

PRIOR TO THE SAID HOUR. TEE DECISIONS OF THE: OTHER PARr.I.iIES IN crEIS PEGARD

WILL BE TaANSMITTED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL WITHOUT DELAY

7. IN VIEW OF THE URGENCY OF THE SITUATION, WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR THE SHORT

TIME LIMIT FIXED IN THE RESOLUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER, I REQUEST AGAIN THAT A

DEFINITIVE REPLY BE GIVEN AT Tm; EARLIEST POSSIBLE HOUR

8. IN PURSUANCE OF THE FUNCTION ENTRUSTED TO ME BY OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2

OF TEE RESOLUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER, AND IN VIEW OF TEE PROVISIONS OF OPERATIVE

PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE RESOLUTION OF 2 NOVEMBER.AND OPERATIVE. PARAGRAPH 3 OF TIlE
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nE~LUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER, I MUST INQUIRE WHETIJER ~FfIE GOVl~NMENT OF ISRAEL WJLL

ACeEPT THESE FROVISIONS AND ACCORDINGLY WILL BE WnLING TO MAKE AHRA.NGEMEN'l'S

WITH THE SECRETARY.. GENERAL" ASSISTED BY THE CHIEF OF STAFF .AND THE MEl~ERS OF

'lJIE UNITED NATIO!l!S 2RUCE SUPER VISION ORGANIZATION" FaR TEE WITRDRAlvAL OF THE

fiRMED FORCES OF ISRP.EL BEHIND TEE fll,MISTICE LI1m:S... DAG HAMMARSKJOLD
I

SECRETARY..GENERAL O!i' THE: U'I'.TITED N..4.TIONS
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ANNEX 1+

CABLEGRAM FROM TilE SECRE'OOlY-GE.N1i1iAt, ADDRESSED 'IQ THE SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR FOREIGN .AF.FAmS OF TnE UNITED KINGDOM OF

Gl:lEAT BRITAIN .ArID NORTHERN mELAND

~w YorkJ 4 November 1956

1. THE FmST EMmRGENCY SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GEl'TERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS MEETn'lG

OF 3-4 NOVEMBER 1956 JIDOP:r.ED THE FOLLOWmG RESOLU'l'ION: QUOTE THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY1 NOTING WITH REGRET THAT NOT ALL TEE PARmS CONCDUlEll·BA.VE':l'ET ,ACREED

TO COMPLY WITH THE ffiOV!EIONS OF r.rs RESOLtlrIOH OF 2 NOVEM;BER 1956, NOTING THE

SPECIAL HilaRITY GIVEN IN THE RESOLUTION 'ID AN 11~1NEDIATE CEASE FmE AND AS PART. ,

'l"'HER~OF TO THE HJ\L'rING OF THE 140VEMENT OF MILITARY FORCES AND .ARMS INJ:VJ THE:

AREA, NOTING .FURTHER THAT THE RlSOLUTION URGED THE PARTIES TO THE ARMISTICE

AGREF.sMElfrS PRa.1Pfl,Y W WITHDRAW .AIL li'QRCES BEHIIID THE ARlvIISTICE LINESJ TO. ,

DESIST FROM Pill.IDS ACROSS THE ARMISTICE LINES INTO NEIGIlBOURING TmRITORY, AND ['0,

OBSERVE SC,EUPULOUSLY 'l'H)] ffiOVISIONS OF 'rUE ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS,

ONE REAFFIR~IS ITS RESOLU'lIION OF 2 NOVEMBER 1956 AND ONCE AGAIN CALLS UPON THE. .

P~\RTIES IMMEDIATELY TO COMPLY vlITH TIlE PROVISIONS OF TEE SAID RESOLUTION;

'!Wo AUTHORIZES THE SECRETARY-GENERAL »IEDIATELY TO .ARRANGE WITH THE PARTIES

CONCERNED FOR THE IMPLEHENTATION OF THE CEASE FIRE AND THE HALTING OF THE

MOVEMENT OF MILITARY FORCES AND ARMS INTO THE .AREA At.'ID REQUESTS Hm TO REPORT

COMPLIANCE FORTITI-lITH AND, IN ANY CASE, NOT LATER THAN TWELVE HOlmS FROM THE

TIME OF ADOPTION OF THIS RESOLUTIONj

THREE REQUESTS THE SECRETARY-GE:NERAL, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

AIID THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS mUCE SUPERVISION ORGANIZATION TO OBTAIN

COMPLIANCE OF THE WITIIDRi\WPJ1 OF ALL FORCES BEHIND THE AHMISTIC~ LINES;

FOUR DECIDES TO MEET AGAIN L.~1EDL\TELY ON RECEIPr OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S
, ,

R;EroRT REFERRED TO IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF THIS RESOLUTION smp UNQUOTE
\

2. IN THIS REGARDJ I NOTE THE: INroRMATION CPNVEYED IN TJ.-IE l'.J'rnm \OF

3 NOV'EMBER ADDRESSED 'ro THE SECRETARY-GENERAL BY THE PER1:MNENT REFRESENTATIVE .
1 '

\ OF THE UNIT.ED KD':GDOM OF GREAT BRITAIr~ 1'-.1lD NORTHERN IRELAND TO THE UNI'lW NATIONS,

~m ?M{TIC1JU\'BLY TBE."C01IDITIONS UNDER WHICH MILITARY ACTION WOULD BE STOPPED.'

. ,
i
,
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,. :r: \'rISH TO MAKE TEE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON TEE THREE CONDITIONS ESTABLISHED

BY YOUR GOVERNMENT FOR A CESSATION OF YOUR ACTION.

(I) IN THE VOTING ON TEE RESOLUTION CONTAINED IN DOCUMENT A/;276 REQUESTING THE. . ,

SECRETARY GENERAL TO SUBMIT, WITHIN FORTY-EIGHT HOURS, A PLAN FOR THE SETTING UP

OF AN EMERGENCY INTERNATIONAL. UNI'rnD NATIONS FORCE.' THE DELEGATIONS OF EGYPT

AND ISRAEL ABSTAINED.

(lI) THE REQUEST, TO WHICH I HAVE JUST REFERRED, AND. WHICH WAS APPROVED

BY THE ASSEMBLY I ESTABLISHES THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL SHOULD SUBMIT HIS'

PROPOSAL WITHIN FOR'lrywEIGHT HOURS • IN" A SEPARATE RESOLUTION AT THE SAME MEETING

THE ASSEMBLY ESTABLISHED A TIME-LIMIT OF MINE HOURS FOR A REPORT ON THE

CEASEFIRE. IT THUS FOLLCMS THAT fllHE GENERA!" ASSEMBLY DID NOT ACCEPT THE

DECISION ON TEE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNITED NATIONS FORCE AS A CONpITION FOR THE

CEA.8E"FIRE •

-if.. '(III) THE STATEMENTS MADE PRIOR TO THE ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION"ON THE UNITED

N~TIONS FORCE MADE IT CLEAR THAT IT WAS A WIDESPREAD VIEW THAT NONE OF THE PARTIES

ENGAGED IN THE PRESENT OPERATIONS IN THE ARF.A SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN TEE FORCE.

THIS HAS A DIRECT AND OBVIOUS BEARING ON ANY POSSIBILITY OF STATIONING ANGLO­

FRENCH TROOPS BETWEEN THE COMBATANTS, PENDING T~ ESTABLISNNT OF A UNITED

NATIONS FORCE. I MUST ASSUME THE DECISION IN QUESTION TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN ON THE

BASIS OF AN INTERPR.ETATION WHICH IF MAINTAINED WOULD EXCLUDE SUCH AN ARRANGE~1ENT

AS A POSSIBLE CONDITION FOR A CEASEFIRE ..

4. IN PURSUANCE OF TfIE FUNCTIONS ENTRUS':rEn TO ME: BY OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF

. THE RESOLUJ.1ION OF 4 NOVEMBER, QUOTED ABOVE; IN VIEW OF THE PROVISION IN

PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE RESOLUTION OF 2 NOVEMBER AND OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 3 OF TEE

RESOLUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER; AND IN VIEW, FURTHER, OF THE CANADIAN.SPONSORED

RESOLUTION, ALSO ADOPTED ON 4 NOVEMBER, CONCERNING THE PLAN FOR A UNITED NATIONS

FORCE, AND THE INDICATIONS IT GIVES AS TO THE ATTITUDE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO

. . THE THREE CONDITIONS ESTABLISHED BY YOUR GOVERNMENT I I MUST INQUIRE WHETHER THE

GOVERNMENT OF TEE UNITED KINGDOM WILL ACCEPr TIlE PROVISIONS SET FORTH IN OPERATIVE

PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 3 OF THE RESOLUTION OF 2 NOVEMBER AND Wn.L BE Wn.LING TO MAKE

~. AR~lGEMENTS WITH THE SECRETARY GENERAL FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CEASEFIRE. ,

'if AND TEE HALTING OF TEE MOVEMENT OF MILITARY FORCES AND ARMS .,INTO T~ AREA, IN
-Jf; .

. . ACCORDANCE WITH OPERATIVE PARAGMPH 2 OF THE: RESOLUTION OF 4 NOVEMBER.

1

]

1

(

~ •• f. ",.

~.

. I
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5. I WISH TO DRA1v TO yooo ANElTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL HAS ACCEPTED

THE CEASE FIRE ON THE CONDI~r:ION OF RECIPHOCAL ACCE¥fANCE BY EGYPl' I \fHILE EGYPT

HAS ACCEPTED THE CEASE FIRE PROVIDED THAT MIJ.,ITARY ACTIONS AGAINST EGYPT ARE

STOPPED. WITH THE STANDS THUS TJ'iliEli BY ISRAEL AND EGYPl', IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE

POSITION OF YOUR C-\)VERNME1'l1' AND THE GOVJiJRNMENr OF FRANCE WILL DETERMINE WHETHER

OR NOT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE A CEASE FIRE BETWEEN EGYPr AND ISRAEL.
6. IN PURSUANCE OF THE PROVISION IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE RESOlUTION OF

4 NOVEMBER AUTHORIZING THE SECRE1'ARY GENERAL Q.UOTE IMMEDIATELY TO ARRANGE WITH TlIE

PARTIES CONCERNED FOR TEE D/LPI.JlMEK'TATION OF THE CEASE FIRE MID THE EA.tTING OF THE

MOVEMENT OF MILITARY, FaRCES AIID ARMS INTO THE AREA UNQUOTE, I AM REQUESTING ALL

FOUR PARTIES, 'mICE, 0]' COURSE" n~CLUDES THE UNITED KINGOOM" TO BRING TO A HALT

ALL HOSTILE MILITARY ACTIONS IN THE AREA BY 20.00 GMI', SUNDAY.. 4 NcfvEMBER 1956•
~

MAY I FURTHER REQUEST THAT YOUR GOVERNMENl" S DECISION 1N THIS MAT:rER BE

COMMUNICA/I'ED TO ME AT THE EARtIEsrr POSSIBLE MOMEi'-l"TI AND AT ALL EVENTS SO EARLY AS

TO RENDER IT POSIIBLE TO INFORM THE OTHER PARTIES CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR DECISION

PRIOR TO THE SAID HOUR. THE DECISIONS OF THE OTHER PARTIES IN THIS REGARD WILL

B~ TRA:NS11ITTED TO THE GOVEH1TMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOl~ WITHOtJI' DELAY.\

7. IN VIEvl OF THE URGBNCY OF THE SI'lUATION, WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR THE SHORT TIME

LIMIT FIXED IN THE RESOLUTION OF 4 NOmlBER, I REQUEST AGAL~ THAT A DEFINITIVE

REPLY BE GIVF....N AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE HOUR.- DAG RAMMARSKJOLD, SECRETARY GENERAL

OF THE UNITED NATIONS.
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nJENTIC C.lU3LEGRAMS FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ADDRESSED TO THE
MI.rvlISTERS FOR FOREIGN A]lFAffiS OF EGYPT, FRANCE, ISRAEL J\ND THE

UNJ.'ItED KINGDOM OF GRFAT BRITAIN AND NOI{THERN IRELAND

sn~CE THE DISPATCH TO YOU OF MY EAa.%IEf{ CABLE 'lI()DAY COMMA MY ArrTENTIOll

HAS BEEN DRA"m TO CERTAIN PBACTICAL DIFF1ICULTIES IN CON~!EXION ~lITH THE TIME

LIMIT OF 2000 HOURS GMT COMlJTJI., S'OND.lcr FOUR NOVEMBER STATED IN THAT MESSAGE STOP

ACCORDINGLY COMMA I AM: EXTP!IDING THE Tn~ LIMIT HOUR FROM 2000 HOURS ON SUNDAY

COMMA FOUR NOVEMBER TO 0500 HOURS GMT Olf MONDAY COl,~1.4. FIVE NOVEl,fffi"1\ STOP ..

DAG HAMVlARSKJOLD1 SECREr.AHY GENER AL OF TIrn1 UNITED NATIONS
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AImEX 6

REPLY DATED 4 NOVEMBER 1956 FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT

WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR COMv1L'NICATION DAlJ.~ 4 NOVEMBER 1956 MID, IN LIGHT CB

YOUH EXl)Llilil'J.TIOHS THERED\I, I \rT!SH lj.'O II.'rFOEM YOU THAT GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT

1. ACCEPTS THE RESOLUTION JJ)O:PTED BY THE G~ i'$S~f1BLY J!.f ITS MJmlIING

m~ 4 NOVEMBER 1.956 A.q MENTIONED IN YOUR COMMUNICATION.

:2. IS R&IDY TO BRING TO A HALT ALL HOSTILE lvULITAHY ACTIONS IN THE AREA

BY 2000 GMT.

3. TAKES NOTE 01" PARAGRAPH 5 OF YOUR COMMUNICATION IN CONllEXION WIT'rl,

02EI{ATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 OF Tf.lE RESOLUTION OF THE GFl\TE&'lL .ASSEMBI~Y OF ~ ~~OVEMBER

kW OPEBATIVE PJiliAGRAPIi , OF ITS HESOLUTION 01''' 4 NO\'F..MBFR 1956 BEIATING ID

THE lolITHDRAWAL OF AIL ISP.AELI FORCES BEHnm THE Aa.~STICE LI1'mS. •

( SIGNED) lWllI10UD FAvrtI

-._.-
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