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Nlneteenth session

I]MTED NATTONS ]]'IIERNAT] ONAI, SCHOOI,*

1. By reso]-utlon 1982 (XWI]) the General Assenb\r, at lts eighteenth session,
appealetl to Gsve"nments of Me&ber States to take such neasures as they nlght
crnsider necessary to ensure that voluntaqr contributlons for bull-ding and

endoving the rnternatlone r schoor lrould be farthcosihg at the earliest posslbl-e
d.ate f"cm. appropriate eources, governmental_ /or non-govefimentaI.
2. In hLs report to the ceneraf,. Asseub1yjy' the Secretary-ceneral indicated
that thls actLon l-ald the groundgork for renewed efforts vlth foundatlons as ve]-l
as an appeal addres€ed to Governnents by the Secretary-General on lO January I!64.
on Ip septenber L)64, the se eretarxr-General was informed. that the tr'ord Foundation
vou1d be prepared to grant up to $?.5 ntlllon to cover the cost of bulldir€ and
equlpping the nev school lf it could receLve assurances that the united Natlons
attacheC real lmFortance to thLs project and expressed ln a tangibl€ ffay the
supporb of the Member states. The Foundation indlcated its concern that the
question of the slte ehcul-d be eatlsfactori\y resolved a.ud that an endovflent fund.
should be estabrLshed adequate to ensure the schoolr s independence. The Advlscry
conmittee on Adminlstratlve alad Budgetary Questions jotns w::th the secretary-
General in expressing its appreciatlon of the generous offer of the Ford Foundation.
1. The Advlsory ccrmlttee recaLred that a proposar to construct the united
Nations r}lt'€g1latlonar school on the Headquarters slte vas flrst nade w the Board
of rrustees in L)J6 and a report by the secreta.ry-General on the proposaJ- Tras
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dlscussed by the Fifbh Ccl"rnlttee durlng the twel,fth session of the General
aI ._"._Assembly in L)J'(,r Whi].e recognlzing that the Sehoo]-rs facilities had beccme

inc"easlngl-y inadequate, the Secretary-General had pointed out that the provision
of accotrmodati.on on the Headquarters slte, even with no financial obllgation to
the United Nations, vou].d have lmplications requlrlng most carefu]- consideraiiion.
He had nentioned, ln particular, transporbation, parking and trafflc probJ-erns

vhich would resul-t f"cm the daiLy attendance of s cme 7OO-7)O pupi16; problens

of disturbance and property uaintenance; and, generally, problens of possible

impact on the efficient working of the Organization ln the discharge of its naln
functions, 0n the other hand, certaln members of the tr'ifth Coumittee stressed
the comrenience both to staff and to delegates of a school located on the
Headquarters site, not to mention the fina.ncial- advantages to the School. It vas

doubted whether the puplfs l,'ould add to the probleus vhich akeady existed ln
dealing with regular da11y vl.sitors to the Head.quarters bulldings. Mention was

nade, durlng the discussions Ln the Fifth Comaittee, of the necessity of
preservlng the independence of the Schooll reference was al6o made to the legal
problexns that would arise in comexion w-lth construction on the Headquaxters slte.
Upon the reccumend.ation of the lifth Ccnnittee, the General AssenftLy, ln
resolution 1228 A (XII) of Ll+ Decembe r Lg57, requested the Se cretary-ceneral-,
lnter alia: to consult vith tbe appropriate authoritles on the possibiJ-ity of
constructing permanent premj.ses for the School on the l{ead.qu.arters site, and to
use his good offices to assist the Board of Trustees of the School in flnding a

site for the School- in Ma:rhattan, inctuding the rrHeadquarters District".
4, Since the twelfth session of the General Assembly, the efforts of the Board

of hustees have, vlth the assistance of the Secretary-General, been directed
towards the acquisition of a suitable site in East Manhattan but outs ide the
Headquarters area, As the Se cretary-General explained in paragraph 1 of his
report "further explorations reveal-ed no available site in nast Manhattan whLch

was adequate and within the flnahcial posslbil_lties of the Board". ft is in
these cLrcunsta.nces that the Se cretary-General decl-ded to revert to the earlier
proposal that th€ School be constructed at the north end of the Headquarters site.

?/ Official Records of the General Assembl-v. Twelfth Sesslon. Annexes.
Agenda item 52, document A/1r€8,
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,. In d.ocument A/JBj)+/Add'.L, the secretary-ceneral has uade avallable a se?les

of pl-ans of the proposed School which were prepared by the srchitects. They

provide for a construction which conforms to the architecture of the United

Nations complex of bulldings and whlch ls so located as to cause llttl-e or no

inconv€nience to existlng Unlted Nations activltles, Sone of the problems to
which reference was nade in !957 by the nembers of the Fifth Cc'nmittee (see

paragraph I above ) would appear to have been resolved. The Ad.visory Coruaittee
'wlshes, however, to cal]- the attentlon of the GeneraJ- Asseobly to one or two

matters which it bel-ieves to be of conslderable lmportance.

5- In the flrst pl-ace, authorizatlon to use the Headquarters site woul-d, in
practice, be equlval-ent to a substantial donation towards the construction of
the School. It is clear to the Aclvis ory Comittee, however, frcm inforlnation
furnished by the architects, that Littfe }and sultable for building vould renain
shoul-d the General Asse$bly wish at s ome future date to extend the Headquarters

premises. The only possibil-lti.es voul-d be: (a) a part of the gardens

lumediately nor-bh of the visitorst entrance opposlte 46th Street; (l) a smal-L

axea adjacent to the south-east corner of the Secreta.riat buildlng. With regard

to the School-r s o1'In posslbte need for futr:re expansion, the Comnittee was

informed that vhereas a student body of about. LrCCO llas foreseen, the prendses

could, 1f necessarJr, be adapted to accornmcdate some 1r!OO,

7. In the second place, it is evLdent that the construction of the School on

the Headquarters site wculd give rlse to a number of J.egal problenrs. In this
connexlon, the Advisory Colnnittee 4otes that it vould be the Secretary-General r s

lntention to submit to it 1n preci-se form the l-egal- and adninistrativ" _,
arrangements to be entered. into betveen the Unlted Nations and the Schoot.?
8. Apart from the questicn of the speclfic site., there is one important matter
vhicb the Advisory Comdttee vishes to bring to the particular attentiod of the
Genera.l- Assemb\r. It concerns the contingent tlability of Member States shoul-d

ccnstruction be begun before the tota-l- flnencing of the Schcol is assured.. On

At its 1l28th plenary meetirg, on 10 February L96r, the ceneral- Assenrb\r
adopted r'dthout objection resolutlon 200, (XIX), previously submitted
by the Secretary-General i-n docu&ent A/1,.4r9, whereby, anong other thirgs,
the Asseubl-y approved in principle the use of the north end of the
Headqua.rters site for the construction of the School, subject to a revlev
of l:he legal aJrangements by the Advisory ComaLttee.
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several occasions in the past, the Comlttee has requested an assurance fron the
secretaly-General that no cosnltments with regard to the construction of a ner,r

building vould be entered into except on the basis of funds actually donated or
fi:rdy pledged, sufficlent to cover aLr or a substantial portion of the cost of
the project. The Ccmmittee dotes that of the $, nillion which the Board of
Trustees considers necessary for the Devel0pment Fund, son€ $e dttion reualns to
be ralsed. It is part of thls sum - at j-east $l ni].li.on, 1n the Secreta.ry_
Generalt s oplnlon - which Members are bei.rg invited to contri.bute cn a voruntarrr
basis. The corGtrittee canuot over-emphasize the lnportance of the establlsl'uent of
an adequate Development tr'und to ensrEe the Schoolrs financj_al ind.ependence.
without such a fund the schoor- would in all likelihocd contlnue to call upon the
General AssembJ-y each year to take measures to deaL ffltb an operatlng deficit.
Sasing itseu on past experience, the Ccrunittee strongly recofinends that
construction shoul-d not start unr-ess anar untlr the greater part of the Dever_opment
Fund has been receLved oa firnl_y pJ-edged,

9' In paragraph 12 of hls report, the Secretaqr-General refers to the operatlng
deftcit for the current school year, eetlmated at $45rooo, and to the possiblllty
that the General As senbly may, as in past yealrs, agree to cover thts deficit W
a grant. Seari.ng 1n nlnd resorutlon 1r+1g (xrv) of 5 December 1g5g pfovidirg for
finarcial- aeslstaJrce to the unlted Nations rnternatlonar schoor for a pericd. of
flve years, the Generar Assembry may wish to make a grant to the Deveropuent tr\rnd
for L965 to cover the operating deflcit of the school Vear t96\_:-g6i'. The
Advlsory comittee belr-eves, hol,rever, that once the target of the Development F\.ir,.l
has been attained, the School can be exp€cted to achleve a balanced budget and
that no further assistance frcm the GeneraJ- Assenbly should be required.




