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LtrTTM DATD 22 JA.I\IITARY ]-965 FROM TEE PMMANM{I BEFRESI$IIAIIVE
OF TgE U}IITED TCN@OM OF GREAT BBIT.ATN Al]D NOfiTEMN IREIAND

TO gEE I]I[IT@ IVATIOi\IS S.DDRESS@ TO TEE SECRETABY-GMIMAL

J have the honour to lnvite your e,ttetrtlon to By stateeent at the
fi18t'h pl-enary meetlng of the General Assenbl-y on 2J. Jaouary Lg55 LD. repLy to the
stat@ent by tbe tustlngul- ebed. Ambassatlor of Spaln at the se,nle rneetlng on the
subJ ect of Glbra.ltar.

In thle Etatenent f leeervetl ny d.eLegatlon t E r1€ht of 
"epty 

to the sectlon of
the speech by Els Exeellency t&.e A.ebassad.or of Spaln ln vhich refereoce wa6 nsd.e

to restrtcttons on freetlon of mover4eot acrogB the border between Spain and
GlbraJ-tar lmpooed by tbe Governneixt of Spaln, I noir ri'lsh to drair Your kceJ-Lency t s

attentlon, upon the lastructlons of ny Governmeot, to +Jre fast tlrat theee
re6trlctlons were flrst {qFosed on { October t964, ttre d,ay after tJre adoptlon of
the con aes.su.B on Glbre.ltar by the Specla]. Cor@lttee on the SltuatloD I,r'ltb Regard
to the Ioplenentation of the DecJ.aratlon on the Qrentlng of fndependence to
CoLonl-al Countries end. Peopl-es. I am also lnstructed. to bvite atteDtlon to the
Ecrbes ad.dreBsed. by the Brltlsh fu.bagsy In .Ivled."ld to the l4l.nl.stry of Forei€u AffalrB
of the Govermment of Spalu oo LL aDd 22 'Ianue,ry L965, ljo, Hhich the posltlon of &y
Governnent v'ltb regartl to the recoEmendatlons contsjned. 1n the consensuE of the
SpeclaL Coretttee ts fuilly exlIaLoed.. I attach coples of the texbs of tb.ese ootes.,

I 6hE11 be gf,atefuL lf Your lkcellency ri'ill arralge for the tertg of thts
lett er arxd lts end]-ofll.IeF to be cl"culateal- to aLL MetaberE of the UEit ed Natlons as
a docuEent of the GeneraL Asserobly.
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r. NOIIE DATID ]-L JA$UARY 1965

Eer Brltenhlc l,fqJeotyt s Enbassy present thelr conp]-lnentg to the Spanigh
Minl stry of Folelgn Affatrs ard have the honoux to lnvLte the atteutlon of the
I\En16try to the serlous Bltuatlon obtalnlng on the frontler bet{een fualn and
GibraLtar.

fhe deLayo and restrLctlons on tra,lrelt of the froutler 1:r both 4lrectlone
bega,!. on 1? October 1964 and lrere flrst brougbt to the attention of the ldinLstry on
6 Novmber. OD 9 Novenber Eer tvla,J es-by I s Anbassad.orwag asgureil that the Custoee
delays J.nposed. at La Llnea vere not the resu.lt6 of gliy d.ellberate po]-lcy on the
part of tbe Spanlsh Govenn:nent. Tbe restrlctloaB on tbe frontler have nevertheless
stnce been contiuued and- lntenslfled. antt fu-rbher requeste for thelr w"lthdrana,l- lrere
&ade by Eer lh,Jesbyre AmbaEsad.or !1 Maerid durlng Noveurber and December.

Deepite these relresentations there has been no irprovenent ln the eituatlon.
The Spa,nish autlxorlttes at the frontier have fu{:osetl dellberate, ulJlecesssry a,nd.

d.lscourteous d.elaye i.:: d.ea1lng w'lth vehlc].es croBslng the frontier whlch h€,ve 1!
sc,me cases resulted. Ln certaln vehl-cles havlng to lialt anythlng up to ten hours
before being cleered.. TIxe d.e1ay6 caused. Ln thls een!.er to tourlst buEeB have

resu-Lted- ln serloue lnconven:LeoceF to traveLLerB of varlous natloneJ.ltles and- have
'l"rposed .conBequentLdl delays on the d.eparhrre frorn Glbraltar of scheduLed. €,lrllne
servlces. [he ilee16lon, announcea ldthout any prevloug consultatlonl that as froB
2J November the frontler at Io. Llaea vould. be cl-osed earLler tha! r'a6 forruerJ-y the
practlce, bas caused. substantiaL fu.convenleoce. lnxe conBequences of alL these
neafllses have been to lmlose hard.ehlp on l-arge numbers of resldentB of Glbraltar
a.::d, persone 1n tr€.:rslt.

Durlng thelr conversa,tion on LO Deceuber, Eis Excellency the Spanlelr lvlLnlBter
fo" Torelgn AffaLrg 1nd.lce,ted. to fler l{aJeetyr s Ambassarlor that the restrl.ctl.ons
itere alesigned. to d.ea1 vith al-Legetl Bmrgg]-lng across the frontler. But Eer
MaJestyt s Govern:nent ea,:rnot aceept that the control of slouggLlDg neceBsltates tbe
deJ-aye and. lnconvenieaces vhich have beeq. Jmposed aJxd. have 1]1 any caee always
oqrressed. thelr lr1llingr.esa to co-olerate u'itb tJre Spanieh authorities ln
controlllng arxy suu€g!-lng ehtch nigbt be tekfug pl-ace. ff the Spantsh Govenment
regard.eal any J-egitlnate Spanloh lntereFts as Ilkely to be preJudiced by
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clrcunstanceg ar{-sJ:rg frcu the sltuatlon ln Glbraltar, Eer l{e,j esbyt o Government
wou]-d. have expected. t&.eee tratters to be speclfied- end- ta.ken up nith then througlr
d.iplonatlc channel-s fu accordaDce wlth noimal llxtenmtionaL practice. No such
approach has been narle and. lnBteaal the Spanlele authorittes have seen flt to adopt
the neasures descrlbed above. Eer lvlal estyt s Govenlment regret that procedures
Bhou].tl have been luposetl o! the frontler ri.lth Gtbraltar rihl.ch are a].together
dlfferent ff,om tlrose in force on spaiule other i[ternatlona]- f,rontlers as ve11 ae
fron the norEal stanalard.s of Ltternatlonal_ practlce snd whleb are directly
contrarrr to the present trend througbout Europe of reduclng frontler restrlctionB
and formalltleg to a. ulnlmrn.

Oo lnstructionB recelved. from Eer lvb,JesLyrs princlpat_ Secretary of State for
Forelgn Affalrs, the Enbaesy has the honour to protest agaitot the restrlctione
whlch have beeo luposed by tJre slanlslr autJxorltles at l€, LtDea and. to reguesb that
the Spa,lolsb Government w'11-1 cause theui to be J.tfbed- forthu.ith.

At tlre ea.tne tLme the Enbassy are und.er lnstructlons to lr:form tbe I'tlni6tly,
vltb refe"ence to the consensus of the unlted Natlons corual-ttee of rlrenty-four on
16 October 1p64 regard.lng Glbralte,r, that, vhlLst Eer lvla;jesty t e Goverrueort calr:ot
regard. the questlon of EovereLgnty as a &atter for negotlatloa, they vouJ-d-

nonnal-J-y have been $'1J.11ng to conBlder proposele by the Spanloh Government for
ill scus sions of !€,ys lu whlch good. reLatlons car] be rnaintalaed. and. any cauges of
frlctloo e1lndDs,ted.. fhey car:oot, hoqever, entertaln any propoEal_s for such
converBatloos so ]-ong ae the preeent abnornaL sltuatlon on the frontter coEtinues.

TI. NSJE DAEED 22 JANUABY 1955

Eer SrltFnnlc l,{aJeoty I s Elbassy prese.trt theLr coEl]-leentB to the Spanlah
I'nnistry of ForeLgn Affairs and w-ltJr reference to the lvllnletry t 6 uote No. 6 of
1l January about tfte situation obtalnlng oD the frontler betveen Spaln and.

Gtbr€Itar he,s the h.onour, on lnetructLone from Eer lvb,Jeety I B hI-nclpal Secretary
of State for Forelgn Affalrs, to tnfollr tbe l,ffulstry that, a,s ras nad.e cl_ear !:
the Eabassy! s note of LL Ja,nuary, Eer ivlaJestyt o Goverr:ment calr:rot enterbaln aoy
proposals for conversatloag about Gibraltar Bo ]-ong as the present abnoreal
sltuatlon on the fuontler corctLnues.

At the Baee tLrn'e Eer l,lal esty I s coverrrment totally reJect the lnpllcstLon 1n
the l,flnlobryr s note under repl-y that Gibreltar ls a Sritlsb nlLitary base tn Spaln.
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