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I should appreciate 1t if you voul-d have circulated as a United Natlons
docurnent the attached statenent of the tlnited states positi.on on the resolutlon
adopted by the Generai Assenrbly on rB February r!6! concerning the forthconlns
el-ections 1n the Cook fsLands.

(siened) Adlai E. sTEvu{soN

ften 21 of the provisional agend.a.
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The united states Defegation notes that the representative of New zeal-and,

the Adninistering power of the Cook fslands, requested by tetter of 2 Febrlary l!6!
(4/5880), that the secretary-General nominate an appropriate person or persons

to be present on behalf of the United Nations in the Cook Islands for the

forthcondng elections in the fatter part of April, as well- e.s for the d.ebate and

decision upon the Constltution which ldl.l- be taken by the newfy efected

L,eglslative Assembly i-n late May.

fn questionG refating ro administratlon and pol-itlcal developments in non-

self-governing territories, the Administering Power has the u-ltimate authority

and reepcnsibility. We, therefore, believe it is appropriate in this case that

the desires of the Administerj-ng Authority be net. We und.eastand that the protrlosal

made by the Secretary-General (A /5882) in response to th€ reque st of the

representative of New Zealand rnet with the wlshes of the Adnrinl stering Power.

Consequently the United States Delegation expressed no objection to the

draft resolution providing for an observation mission to the Cook Islands.

Nevertheless, the Delegation wishes to reserve its position on the general

applicability or suitabil_ity of the procedure involved, as well as on certaln of

its detalls. It will be recal-fed that ve expressed a specific resewation i.n the

Conmj-ttee of T'wenty-Four when that Connitteers repoxt on the Cook, Nlue and

Tokelau Islands was approved on 9 Noven:ber l-95L '
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