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Sixth repor .:of the Adviso Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Ques~ions to the twe fth. session of the General Assembly 

l. The Secreta:rlt,.General ~s su~tted (A/C·5/7l0 and Corr.l) upward revisi~ns 

totalling $159,20q•, in his budget ~st1mates for 1958 consequent upon decisions;! 

taken by the Econdmic and Social douncil at its 23rd and 24th sessions. , 
I' I ' ; 

2. The Advisory 1bammittee 6n A~nistrative and Budgetary Questions 
' I,• I , 

understands that ~~ese revisions are proposed on the basis of a broad 

re-assessment by il:l.· e Secretary-Ge~:ral of the total r. esources reque,sted in hi~.' 
1,1 ' l/ II 

initial budget su1fission (A/36oo,
1 

in the l:l:gh.t of the over-all impact of th~ 

decisions of the qt;>uncil. The proposed revisions accordingly represent, , 
" I I• 

especially as regaj!i:ds staff resources, the net additional requirements which !lire 
I'' : ·I ' '. II' 

necessary, inth~ ;$ecretary-GenerE!Il"s view, for the implementation of the 

Council's decisio~$. · , 

3. The additionall. funds wh;l.ch ate .requested fall into two categories: (a.) those 
,·: • I . II 

for new meetings, ij:'or extension o~ Il)eetings already scheduled or for other 

non-recurrin>; it4iil of expen~iture!; and (b) continuing staff costs or other 

items of expendit~e which are no~ limited t~ 1958. The breakdown of the tot$l 

amount between thel 11 two categori~s ~s as follows: 
• I ,, 

I·· i ' ,I 
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' For 1958 only Ccntinuing costs 

I. Committees and commissions of' the Council: 

Committees of' the Council • • 

- Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
• 

• • 

• 

• 
- Commission on the status of' Women • • 

- Commission on Human Rights • • • • • 

SUb-total, I • • • 

II. Department of' Economic and Social Affairs: 

- Transport of' dangerous goods • • • • • 
- World Economic SurVey • • • • • • • • 
- International consultation on world 

economic. conditions • . • • • • • • 

- Social :policy activities • • • . .. • 

- Narcotics Laboratory • • • • • • • • • 

SUb-total, II • • • • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

III. Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East: 

- Expert meeting on paper and :pulp 
industry • . . . • • • . • . • • • • .. 

Sub-total, III , • • • • • 

IV. Economic Commission for Europe: 

- .Bulletin of Steel Statistics for Europe: 

SUb-total, IV • • • , 

v. Department of' Public Information: 

- Observance of' tenth anniversary of 
Universal Declaration of' Human 
Rights . • • • • • • • . • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

SUb-total, v • • • • • • 0 

8,6oo 
5,000 

(5,000) 
51,600 

60,200 

1,000 

8,500 

15,500 

15,000 

15,000 

TOTAL • •• $901 700 

~/ 1958 costs; coats for later years are likely to be. higher. 

:;4,2oc!:f 

24,:;oc!:f 

58,50c!:i 

10,000 (for 
1958 and 
1959 
only) ' 

10,000 

$68,500 

£/ Some continuing :printing costa are anticipated; in 1958, these will be met as 
far as possible from a:ppro:priati0ns already recommended for contractual 
printing. / ••• 



• 

I 
I 
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4, The largest!, item under this heading is <>51, 6oo for the 1958 session of !1 

I '~' .. 
the Con:mission o Human Rights which the Economic and Social Council h!).s dedided 

should be held a Paris. 
' i I !1 

5· The Advisoq Committee trusts that this and. other decisions of the CoUijcil 
. . ·! . . I 'I 

with regard to ,JII~etings of its s1:1bsidiary organs are provisional and subjec~, 
. :: i!: . I . . 

to such decision$ as the ~neraltAs.sembly may take, at its current session! 

concerning a newl,iP~~<ttern of conf,rences for a :period beginning l January 19~~· 
6. In any case))• the Advisory cclmunittee's position on the question of hold:tJ'pg 

meetings of UnitEld Nations bodie$ away from their normal ~eats was re-state~ !in 

the Committee's ;report on the 19$8 budget estimates where emphasis was :placeJa on 

"the need to devflqp a :poUcy wll~~by no meetings of United Nations bodies +uld 

be held away frO!!!. their normal h~ad.quarters locations unless any extra costd!were 

met by the host GPvernment concelj'ned" (A/3624, para. 42),2/ 

7. There are tf~ following :ful:'iher considerations in regard to the :pro:posajll to 

hold thel958 se$sion o:f the C~ission on I:IlliDan Rights at Paris: " 

(a) Apart d0m the added' :fizl.a.ncia.l burden involved, 1958 will be 

administrat~lrely a dif:ficul~ year in the matter o:f conferences, with th:!l 

physical re,'ources o:f ~h~ Secretariat being subjected to undue strain.~ 
Any further lrde:pa.rture from rfomal :patterns will add to this already 

considerabl~:: strain; 

(b) There ~s been no' invi-tjation :from the Government of France to holdl' the· 

session at ;••. tis, and a.ccorc\ingly the :policy indicated in :paragraph 6 a~ove 
may not be easible; and 

' ~ I 

(c) The A~'fsory Committee !recognizes that there may be :factors, other:: than 

the :purely ~~istrative w;jd budgetary ones, which have weighed with t~e 
1 I II 

Economic ai!ld(;social CoUncil lin :favour of the decision. 

I' I ' 

The paragra~hs referred to ~n the headings are those in the 
Secretary-General's report (~/C·5/7lo)., lj 

O:f:ficia_l Rec: r<la o:f the Gene!ral Assembly, Twelfth Session, Supplement N
1 

7• 
t' 1', 

This will ·.:due largely to ~he :fact that two major conferences, one on:: the 
law of the' s~a and the othe~ on peaceful uses of atomic energy, are plaf~ned 
for 1958 •. I. . 

1

·,: 
:! 
" 
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8', The Advisory Committee must consider the proposal mainJ.y f;rom an 

administrative and budgetarY point of view; on this basis, it cannot recommend 

the appropriation of the additional amount which the Secretary-General has 
' 

requested·. 

9· Should the General Assembly nevertheless decide in favour of holding the 

session of the Commission on Human Rights at Paris, the Advisory Committee would 

suggest that efforts should be made to hold expenditures for the five items 

listed by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/710, para. 8) to a total of $4o,ooo. 

10. As regards the other items concerning committees and coilllllissions of the 

Council, the Advisory Committe.e notes that the increase of' $5,000 in respect 

of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs will be offset by a corresponding decrease 

for the commission on the Status of Women. The Committee recommends that the 

relatively small additional amounts needed for the committees of the Council 
( 

should be found from within the appropriations already recommended under 

sections 6 and 8 of the 1958 budget.2/ This recommendation is subject to 

whatever decision is finally adopted with regard to the possibility of modifying 

the arrangemsnts for the 1958 summer session of the Economic and Social Council 
6/ . 

(see A/3624, para, 57).-

II. Department of Economic and Social Affairs (paras. 9-18) 

11. A . total amount of $74, 000 is requested under this heading comprising four 

separate items (see tabular statement under paragraph 3 above). While the 

Advisory Committee concurs in the request for $8,500 for convening a panel of 

experts in connexion with international consultation on world economic conditions, 

it has serious reservations regarding the belance of the amount requested 

($65,500) all. of which relates td staff' costs. 

12. The :importance of the additional work which is envisaged in regard to 

the World Economic survey and to social policy activities has been brought out by 

the Economic and Social Council. Under ideal conoitions of' operation of the 

5/ of the General Assembly, Twelfth Session, Supplement No.7 
~ 

§/ Ibid. 

I ... 
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new form of the ~~udget, the ess~htial resources necessary for the i!I1Plement$.tion 

of these new ta~f~!:s should be f~o+d from total available appropriations wi th,out 

specific additidhal provision, aving regard to the fact that the proposed work 

represents an· ifortant but li . ted extension of work that is already bein~, done 

in the Secretar~at, It might n vertheless be difficult, in the first year '~f 

operation with he new budget fdrm, to make all the. readjustments in programme 

priori ties and Jersonnel assi~ents which the assmo;ption of the new 

responsibilitie i would entail. . . 
13. In these c !J:aumstances, th Advisory Committee is prepared to reeommen:ji an 

; :i 

additional prov 1!3ion of $25 1000 for 1958, $21,000 under section 6 and $4,000 under 

section 7, in ~~dittion to the $ 1 500 under section 6 mentioned in'paragraph: 11 

above, The Co~tttee further r commends that any expenditures necessary f~ir' the 

meeting of the· ~ert group on e transport of dangerous goods should be ~~t out 

of the appropri~t~ons under sec ion 6 without specific further provision. 

I! 
III. Economic 1ommission for A~ia and the Far East (paras. 19-21) 

14. The Seare,tr·General has equested additional provision under seation, 6 

of the 1958 -budeet in the amoun of $10 ,ooo, to meet the preparatory costs o
1
;f' a 

Far Eastern meeii!lg of technica experts on the pulp and paper industry to be 

convened jointlJ' by ECAFE and F 0 in mid-1959· 

15. While the 4dvisory Committ e notes that the project is .considered as ~aving 
a high priorityi~Y" the governme ts of the region, it should. be possible., tti~ough 

adjustments in f'
1 

e proposed uti iza:tion of funds already recommended for ·. 

aonsultant expe 'ditures in EC 1 to meet any necessary preparatory costs. It is 

of interest tha : while the over all budgetary provisions for ECAFE included. in 

the Secretary-~heral 's initial submi~sion (A/3600) were apparently consid.e,red. 

as sufficient g~~erally to meet the requirements of the 1958 work programm.~' of the 

Commission, speqil.fic ·additional provision has been requested for this one J;i;r-ojeci, 

IV. Economic C· 

16, The propos :a. conversion of the quarterly Bulletin of Steel Statistics for 

Europe from itsl~resent bilin l form into a trilingual bulletin is expected 

to entail addi·t· ~.':.,anal. printing ctsts which, fo~ 1958, the Secretary-General ,~11 
atte!I1Pt to meet l;trom the over-a : ·appropriations for contractural printing.: No 

additional prov~sion is re~uest d, 
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v. Department of Public Information (parae. 24-26) 

17, 'The Secretary-General re~uests an amount of $15 1000 under section 13 for 

assistance in promoting national and international film programmes in connexion 

With the tenth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 

Advisory Committee understands tha.t a substantial part of the information 

programme called for by the Economic and Social .Council in the Annex to resolution 

651B(XXIV) of 24 July 1957 Will be implemented Within normal appropriations; 

the additional provision re~uested represents, in the Secretary-General's view, 

an item of expenditure which cannot be met. out of such appropriations. 

18, The Advisory Committee notes that the information programme has still to be 

finalized by the Committee of Governments established under the terms of the 

Council resolution cited above. The Committee would suggest that any necessary 

expenditures for the proposed film programme should be provided for Within the 

appropriations already recommended under section 13 for pUblic information supplies 

and services. 

Summary of recommendations 

19. The folloWing is a summary of the Advisory .Committee 1 s reconnnendations in 

•he preceding paragraphs, arranged by appropriation sections of the 1958 budget: 

Revisions in the 1958 estimates 

Amounts 

Section 

Sec:retary­
General's 
estimate 

6, Salaries and wages: 

Established poets ......... • •.•.•.• 48,700 

Temporary assistance •.•• , '·'·"·' 39 ,4oo 
Consultants •••••••••••••••••• 18,500 

Total, section 6 1o6,6oo 

7• Common staff coats .............. 9,800 

8. TraveJ. of staff • , , , .• , , ••.• , , , , .• .• 24, 360 

13. General expenses ••••••••••••••• 18,500 

Grand total ••••••••• $1591 200 

-----· 

recommended 
by the 

Advisory 
Committee 

$ 

21,000 

. 8,500 

29,500 

4,ooo 

Reductions 
$ 

27,700 

39,400 

10,000 

77,100 

5,8oo 
24,300 

18,500 




