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B r ESTJ:MATES FOR THE FINANCIAL lEAR 1958 

REI ~sed estimates for sections 6, 7 and 8 

Prov~~ion of a cretariat to serve the Committee for Co-ordination of 
I! ~estigations of the Lower Mekong Basin 

ithe Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetar. 
to :the twelfth session of the General Assembly 

l, The A visory c~·~~tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has considered 
I I 1

1 
' 

a report 0 I the Secre u:y'-Gener~l (A/C. 5/725) in which he proposes' as a result of 
the creati ~of a Co~'t~e for,Co-ordination of Investigations of the Lower Mekong 

Easin, to pvise sect~p's 6, 7 and 8 of the 1958 budget estimates, 

2. In Ma j 1957, the ~onomic Commission for Asia and the Far East endorsed the 

continuati ~of the a etariat 1s studies concerning the development of the Lower 
' 1 

Mekong Riv f Basin, 
Social Co cil (resol 

j I 

cc!liillittee pmPOSed. of , 

Leos, Thai bd and th~ 
Committee br Co-ordt9 
3. Artie ~ 3 of the 

1 E's decision was in turn endorsed by the Economic and 

'on 655 B (XXIV) and, in September 1957, a preparatory 
I ' -

presentatives of the four riparian Governments (Cambodia, 
I 1: 

'epublic of Viet-Nam) adopted a statute which established a 
' , I 

.ion of Investigations of the Lower Mekong Basin. 
I 

atute .calls upon the secretariat to co-operate with the 
Committee the perf ce ofithe latter's functions and consequently, the 

I . 

Secretary- ~merai por~ 
1

.es that. a unit of two Professional and three General 
Service po ~s be crea, . in the 1ECAFE secretariat, as part of the Bureau of 

Flood Cont~l l and J.l-atj ~~Resourc. ~ .. s Development, This prcpcsal is made in accordance 
with the t it'DlS of Gen, ~l Ass611lblY resolution 1096 (XI), which provides that 

requests f additio [!appropriations for 1958 may be submitted, after the 
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circulation of the main budget estimates, in respect of projects which the 

Secretary~eneral certifies to be of the highest priority and which could not have 

been foreseen at the tima the main budget estimates were circulated. 

4. The Advisory Committee understands that the proposed new secretariat unit is 

needed to assure the co-ordination and continuity of the technical projects which 

will be undertaken by experts to be paid from extra-budgetary funds. The 

Committee wishes to emphasize this basic division of functions. It considers that, 

as the lower Mekong River programme develops, the increasing need for personnel 

should be financed outside the regular United Nations budget and that the· 

secretariat's rfole should be limited to providing assistance in the co-ordination 

of the programme. 

5. The Advisory Committee believes that the addition of two Professional and two 

General Service posts to the staff of ECAFE should adequately provide for the 

co-ordination and continuity of the technical projects. However 1 the Advisory 

Commi'ttee recommends that these additional posts should be continued only during 

the existence of the Committee for Co-ordination of Investigations of the Lower 

Mekong Basin. Further 1 the justification for these posts should be reviewed 

whenever there is a change in the terms of reference of the Committee for 

Co-ordination, and also at the time the 1959 budget estimates are prepared, in the 

light of the development of the programme, and of the regular work-load of the 

Bureau of Flood Control and Water Resources Development. 

I ... 



121500 1 S,en:l.or Officer l: 
I ' : 

10 ,540 1 · iir~t Qf:t'ioer 1 · 

8 ,14o ; G~~ral Bervil.ce 2 ·, •· 
eltaf:f' · , . · · 

- 4,370 II· II l[l?~~~1-dJue~ :f'or Pro:f'ess:to. na.l 
I I, pOSit. I . . :: ' . " ' . . I ·.1 .. I ' ·: .. ., 

35,550 

' ., 

section 7 
" 

• •.•: 
1 1~t. 1 •ted' e6mmon. steff c. ost" ·I' r- , , . . ... "i 1 1 ,, ' , .• ,· " ' ' 

·' ,. ii ' 

S~tion 8 
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