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System of honoraria. a.nd specia.l el]Lowa.n(~es :to members of commissions 1 

committees end other subsidiary • Ge11era.l Assembly or other; 
organs of Na/tions 

l. The Advisory Committee on Adlnii!i, .st:I"a1;iv·~ Budgetary Questions has 

SecljE~te~·-G<ep.E~reW.. has submitted, p1,trsuent considered a report (A/C.5/71'3) whicli 
! 

to a. request made by the Fifth Commi , a)Y at the eleventh 

honoraria. and specia.l allowances 

otiteC,: subsidiary bodies of the Gen~ral 

session of the Genera.l Assembly, on 

to membel:'s of commissions, 

Assembly or other organs of the U~ 

2. It is iiJ~Porta.nt a.t the outset ~o ;lh'a.w a IICJ.ll.fi:O~n•oulcon between a. subsistence 

allowance, on the one hand, end honorar~e. and a.llowances, on the other• 
• !r 

'ofue Advisory Commi agrees in thi~ ~rge.rd the Secreta.ry-Genera.l (A/C~5/7l'3,· 

:para!l. 7 -io) that are in :f'act: o~ twc of ;itayment: (a.) subsisteJi!.ce 

allowance; and (b) :payment in ad~ 'tl!Lon to 

Subsistence allowance 

of·7 December 1956, set Qut 
II 

'3. The General As1;ejnibllr, by resolu,t~pn 

clearly the :principles govel:'ning th~ ·::P~fnent : ~ubsistence allowance, These are 
' 

that: 

(a.) The su<»u""'F'll''" p:r:Q,I'lLq,.e for the extra. expenses whlch an 

a..u'"""'" in atteti~)lg an ~f';f:!Jc!isU.. meeting or session a.nd
11 

shall 
: 'I 

not • n<!~llLCI.el any element of ill'le or -.ilellllll:Lera.tllon for services rende:t!'ed; 
-· I 'I "'11' 

(b) The allowance :sJ!l.ll be of ail 

• 
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(c) The rates of subsistence allowance shall be: 

(i) $25 per diem for meetings at Headquarters (New York); 

(ii) $20 pe~ diem for meetings away from Headquarters, provided that 

the allowance shall be reduced to $10 per diem for a member whose 

duty station is also the place of meeting; 

(iii) During periods of travel aboard vessels,,trains and aeroplanes, 

$8 per diem, 

4, The General Assembly has never dissented from the decision of the Fifth 

Committee that intangible factors such as importance of the work assigned to an 

expert body, or the eminence of its mem~ership, cannot appropriately determine the 

proper level of a subsistence-allowance, 

5. The only question at issue, therefore, is whether there are adequate grounds 

for the Assembly to authorize, in respec:t; of any United Natio_ns body, payments 

in addition to the subsistence allowance, In view of the principles enumerated 

above, any such payment must clearly be in the nature of honoraria, 

Honoraria 

6, The Advisory Committee has opposed the payment of any addition by way of 

honorarium to the subsistence allowance draw by members of such bodies, It must 

be recognized, however, that certain· special exceptions to this policy have been 

approved by the Aii!sembly, in particular: 

(e.) The President and members of the Permanent Central Opium Board and of 

the Drug Supervisory Body receive honoraria at the following rates: 

Dollars per annum 

President 1,000 

Vice-President - 500 

Members 3CO 

(b) The Chairman and special rapporteurs of the International Law Commission 

may receive honoraria not exceeding $1,500 per annum in any one case, 

in respect of studies prepared between sessions; 

(c) Members of the International Law Commission receive a special allowance 

at the rate of $15 per day for periods of attendance at meetings of the 

Commission, 

7. Subject to these special exceptions, the general principle against any 

payment of honoraria to members of United Nations bodies has been maintained, 
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8, The Secretary-General suggests) :j.n :Para; 'aim 14 of his report, that two 

general aP,Proaches to the question ·kr~ open Q ~he General Assembly: 
li :1 " 

(a) · To retain the existing s;rsre:m 'Wi hf cha.ztge (that is, to conti~ue the 

exceptional payments wl:libb.ji are c ,' e,~tly ljluthorized); or 

(b) To modify it in one of thel!follo ~,e;:ways: 
I ii 

(i) To treat all expert! b!;ldies . 1i ~ identical manner (that is)! to 

pay honoraria to mebb~l': rs of b;: expert bodies); or ;: 
. ·I I :: :: I! 

(ii) To examine indiViduaJ.!! cases !:I their merits and, in arriVing at a 

. solution aP,PrO:Pria~e to eac ~fY, t~ establish thereby ~ding 
principles, as well: ~~ an a : $strative basis on which ~new 
case arising iD. th~ *ture · :~~ be bpnsidered by the General 

I 11 " II 

Asse:mbly, · I' ;: · 
. I . 'I ' ' I ',, ,'I ' 1: 

9· 'While the AdVisory Committee 11edbgnize '.t,..le logi. cal basis of the apprm···ach 
. I I' . I II 'ii ' 1j 

suggested by the Secretary-General,~ ~~ sugg ~f~ that1 in View of the long ~story 
of this question and the need tc: <4rife at r~acti·cai and final settlemen~ of the 

whole matter, the General Asseml)ly Js~fuld n· .,! decide. between the following 
alternatives: . .. r:: 

(a) To continue the cur:r.lant~yj~utho ~~d exceptional payments; or 
I I II I, ' 

(b) To abolish altogether 'tlj.e .~ p '' $, thuS treating members of &1.1 
I II ' II :i 

expert bodies in an ideJ:i.tJical !e~. 
10,' Accordingly, the AdVisory cozmh ltee c 'lot recQilllllE!nd the adoption of 

course. (b) (i} or (ii) suggested i~ · !aragra: ,~ Jl4 of the Secretary-General'~ 
re:port, The Committee also recognii,!I~S the . ~a~tical difficulty at this stS,ge of 

abolishing the existing exceptiona~ ~ayment ijwrch have for so long been i~ 
operation, This fact may suggest tyo 'lithe G ~lf!J- Assemblt the adoption of ~he 

I '1 II I 

course suggested in paragraph 9 (a) ~bove 1 1/,m.E!'ly 1 '!;he ·continuance of the ~resent 

exceptio~ payments. In that ev~tJ hom 
1

, .the Adv:lisory Committee waul~ 
strongly adVise that ali such paym~nis to I 

1 :b~rs of United Nations bodies!: over 

and above the prescribed uniform rit~ of su, ~1he11ce eilowance. should be ~~garded 
as honoraria and should be in term~ ~f an a illt'~:Priate lu:m;p sum, ' 

I I! '1.: i: ' 

j" ......... :'JI 
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