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l . The General Assembly, at its 752nd ·:PlE;nary meeting on 22 September 1958, 

·--:placed on the agenda of .its thirteenth session th.e item "Report of the Internatiooa.J.. • 

Law Commis~ion on the work of its tenth session" and re:ferred it to the Sixth 

Committee. 

2. The Committee considered the item from its 550th to 583rd meetings held 

between 25 September and 17 November 1958. 

:,. ~t the 550th meeting, the Chai rman wel~omed, on behalf of the Sixth Comni~tee, 

Mr. Radhabinod Pal, Chainnan of the International Law commission, and invited 

him to introduce the Commission ' s report (A/3859 and Corr.l, English only) .Yr~ the . 

course of the debate Mr. Pal replied .to questions put to him by rep1:esentative:s. 

4. The repor t of' .the Coll'.llllission was divided into five chapters, . of. which only . 

chapters II; III and V required action by the General Assembly. These chapters-

were devoted_ respectively to arbitral procedure, diplomatic intercourse and 

immunities, and .other decisions and conclusions of the Commission. 

5. In addition, the Sixth Committee considered the question of publishing ·a 

United Na~ions Juridice.l Yearbook, which was raised during the debate on chapter V. 

!/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Session, Supplement No . 9· 
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I· 

ARBITRAL PROCEDURE 

6. Chapter II of the report of the International Law Commission, which contained 

draft nmodel rules on arbitral procedure11 consisting of a preamble and thirty-

eight articles, was dealt with by the Sixth Committee at its 554th to 567th meetings 

in connexion with item 57 "Question of arbitral procedure" (see report of the 

Sixth Committee on that question (A/3983)). 

II 

DIPI.OMATIC PRIVILIDES AND IMMUNI'!IES 

7. Chapter III of the report of the International Law Commission contained a 

draft of forty-five articles, together with ~omments, on dipiome.tic privileges 

and immUnities, which the Commission submitted to the General Assembl.y proposing 

that it should be recommended to Member States with a yiew to the conclusion of a 

convention. 
8. As stated in paragraph 51 of the repcrt, the draft dealt only with permanent 

dipl.omatic missions. The Cbmmission, however, had requested its special rapl)orteur 

to study the question of ad hoe diplomacy and submit a report thereon at one of 

its future sessions. 

9. In addition, paragraph 52 mentioned the question of relations between states 

and international organiza~ions, and of the privileges and immunities of such 

organizations; the Commission, however, concluded that these matters were, as 

regards most of tbe organizations, governed by ~pecial conventions. 

10. The Sixth Committee considered chapter III at 1 ts 568th to 5&:>th meetings. 

Proposals and amendments 

ll. A draft reso1ution was submitted by Afghanistan, Ceylon, Czechosl.ovakia, Iraq, 

Japan, Liberia, Poland, Sweden and Yugoslavia (A/c.6/L.429 and Add.l)~ It read in 

part as follows~ 

I ... 
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"Noting with satfsfa.ction that the draft articles on diplomatic 
intercourse and immunities prepared by the International Law Commission at its 
tenth session as a whole constitute an adequate bas~s for fo:.."IllUlating a • 
convention on that subject, 

111. Expresses its appreciation to the International Law Commission for 
its work on diploiaatic intercourse a_nd_ immunities; 

112. Invites Government3 to submit their comments on the draft articles 
concerning diplomatic intercourse and immunities not later than l June 1959; 

11 3. Decides to include the item 'Diplomatic intercourse and immunities' 
on the provisional agenda of tbe fourteenth regular session of the Genera1 
Assembly with a view to the early ccinclusion_of a Convention on diplomatic 
intercourse and immunities; • 

"4. Recommends to. the fourteenth session the consideration whether the 
task of formulating a convention on the subject ought to be entrusted to an 
international conference of plenipotentiaries or to the Sixth Committee of the 
General Assembly . 11 

12. A revised text (A/c.6/L.429/Rev.J.) was later submitted in which a new 

paragraph was inserted after operative paragraph 2 with e. view to (1) requesting the 

Secretary-General to circulate the comments of Governments so as to facilitate 

the discussion of the subject at the fourteenth session; and (2) rewording the last 

operative paragraph so that th_e As;embly would consider at its fourteenth ses.sion 

the question of the body to which the formulation 'of a convention on diplomatic 

intercourse and immunities would be entrusted. 

13. During the discussion of this text, the sponsors orally delted the rifth 

preambular paragraph, quoted above in paragraph 11, and made some drafting changes 

in the operative paragraph 5. 
14. Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Mexico, Paraguay and~ 

submitted amendments (A/c.6/L.4;o) to the nine-Power draft resolution (A/c.6/L.429 

and Add.l) in order {l) to replace in paragraph 3 the words "with a view to-th_e. 

early conclusion of a Convention on diplcmatic intercourse and immunities" by 

the words: 

I ... 
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"••• with A view to the formulation, on the be.sis of the 
.International Law Commission's draft; of a convention on the subject 
which shall, if possible, be open to signature by States at the 
conclusion of the session~•; 

and ( 2) to replace __ paragraph 4 by· the f ollo'Wing: 

• "Requests the Secreta.ry .. ~neral to 'circulate the comments of 
· Governments in due course ·and to take the n~cessary steps to enable 
the s::.xth Committee to undertake .the ·formula.tion ·of the convention 
as provided in the previous paragraph at its fourteenth ~g,.ilar session". 

15. These amendments were later withdrawn in view of the submission of the 

revised text of_ the_~ine .. ~ower, _qra:ft resolution ,(A/c.6/L.429/Add.l). 
16. rakistan also submitted amendments (A/c.6/t.431) to the nine-Power dra.!t 

resolutj_on _with a. view to: 

(1) Replacing in the fifth preambulat paragraph the words "for :formula.ting . . 
• a convention on that subJect11 by the ~ords "1or codification-• of that topic"; 

(2} Addtng a. new preambular paragraph as :follows : 

"Taki.!lg into consideration that Member States have not yet had 
an adequate opportunit y fuliy to examine the draft articles and 

.formulate their views thereon,"; 

(3) Substituting for paragraph 2 the following: 

112. Invites Member states ·to submit to the Secr~tary-Genera.l, 
.by 1 June 1959, their comments on the draft articles on diplomatic 
intercourse and immunities;"; 

( 4) Inserting a new operative :paragraph after paragraph 2 aif' follows: 

,i3. -Requests the Secretary-General to transmit these comments 
to Memb~r. States in time for consideration by them before the 
fourteenth session;"; 

( 5) Replacing in paragraph ~ the p~ase 11
~ th a viev to the· ~arly' 

conclusion of a · Convention on, diploma.tic intercourse· and immunities" by the _ 

phrase "with a. view to ta.king appropriate action for cedif'ica.tion of' the topic 

'diploma tic interco-urse and imm1.mi ties' 11
; and 

(6) Deleting the original. paragraph 4. 

17. The representative of Pakistan did not, ho-wever, :press for a. vote on his 
amendments in view of the amendments mode orally by the sponsors to their revised . 

dr~ft resolution {A/c.6/L.429/Rev.l) -(see para. 13 above). 
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18 .. . F.rance submittea a resolution (A/c.6/L.427 e.nd Corr.l, English and Spanish 

only) .,,whereby the Assembly would request the I_nternational .. Law Commission to include • 

in its .agenda the stud~ of the subject of relations between States and 
. . . 

international organizations, drawing a distinction betw-een that part of the subject 

which; could be codified and. that which could 'be examined. within the fr8Illevork 

of the progressive develo]Illent of internatiQnal iaw. 

19. A· r evised text (A/c.6/L.427/Rev.l and Corr.l, English only} was later 

submitted, by which the General Assembly would request the Commission to give 
. • 

furth~r .consideration to the quest:t.on of relations . between States and internationa~. • 
·• . 

organizations, in the light ot the ~en.t stuoy o:r diplomatic intercourse and. 

immunities and of ad hoe diplomacy, and in the light of the discussion in the 

AssembJ.y. 

20. · i~.t€.)r, the representative of France oral.ly amended the operative i,a.rt of his 

revi~ed. draft resolution to requE;et_ the Commission to give_ further cons:!.deration 

to tb~ question of relations bet~een States and international organizations at the 
# • • .. 

appropriate ci111·~ and after t.he study of _9,iplon;iatic intercourse .and immunities, .. ; : .. . . . . 
~onsul.ar inte:rcourse and im..-o.uni:ties and. _ad _hoe diploma.cy had been completed, in the 

light of the results of that study and of the discussion in the General Assembly. 

21-. . ".fhe represenative of .France,,E1.~_9 . a.c9.epted_ a sugge~tion by the representative . 
. . . . . . . . . .. . . ' . ' ~ . 

of Greece to specify that the international organizations envisaged vere . . . . . ~:;· ; 

inter-governmental. 

Debate 

22. The majority of s:pea.kers cOlllillended the International La.w Commission f'or its 

vork in the field of diploma.tic ~rivileges and inmnlnities. 

2). One representative, however, was of the opinion that the draft was incomplete 

and dealt only with some secondary matters. 

24. Others regretted the lack of a preamble or of finai clauses 1n the draft, a 

feature which made it difficult to see how legal effect could be given to the 

fundamental principle of reciprocity. 

25. Most representatives vere of opinion that since the draft had been submi~ted 

shortly before the opening of the session Member States had not had sufficient 

time to study it. Conse~uently, they held that the discussion in the Sixth 
Colilll'littee should deal mainly with the procedure to be followed in dealing with:the 

draft. J .. , :. 
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./ 26. However, although the substance of· the draft articles was not examined in 

deta~l, some of their provisions were subjected. to criticism, as for example _those 

permitting the app:,intment of oationals .of the receiving State as members of the 

_diplomatic staff of a for~ign missio~ (~~icle _7); those determining the cfltegories 
of ;;rs.ons entitled. to privileges and immunities (~i,ticle 36) and article 45 . , 

relating to the settlement-of a1spites. It was stated that the Commission had in 

some cases gone beyond codification and had ventured into the progressive 

\ · develo:pment of inten~ational _"law; mos:t of the de>ubts entertained by representatives 

centred on those innovations. 

27~. A number of representatives felt that the subject was ri~e for codification 

and that the ?raft prepared by the Connnission provided a suitable basis for a 

convention. 
28 . . Som~ representatives, however, .expre.ssed doubts abo~t the d.esirability of 

attempting to · regulate the subject by ·convention. • They held that it ,.was adequately 

governed by custom and usage, and regul.ation by e.n international instnment would :. 
. ' ' . . 

merely introduce an unnecessary element of rigidity. It might even result in a 
• ' . , ; + ~ 

reduction of the privil.eges and im:nunities at present enjoyed by members of . . : . · . , . ' 

.. , diplomatic missions, as States ~ght riot be ·willing to obligate themselves by treaty 

··.·, 

. . 
to grant all the privileges accorded in practice. . . . ' . . 
29·. These representatives felt that the adoption:· of a convention was not the best . ' : .·. . . .- ' . • : .. 
course to follow, at least for the t:illle being. They suggested that a. mere 

re~tatemen~ of the law on the subject would be :preferable to regulation by 

conventicn. 

30. _ The re:presenta.tives -who \-1ere in favour of codifying :the topic by convention 
were•qivided into two groups as far as the procedure to be fol1owed. Some felt 

that the question could be discussed by the Sixth Committee itself at a later 

session cf the General Assembly. · 

31. Other representatives exwessed doubts about such a procedure and, for 

:practical reasons, favoured convening a conference of plenipotentiaries for the 

pur:pose. 

32. The representative of Austria stated that, if a decision should be taken at 

the next session to hold a conf'erence ·a.vay·from Headquarters, his Government would 

regard it as a privi1ege to acc,ommodate ·the conference in Vienna, in co?lllnemoration 

of the Congress of 1815. / ... 
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33. Some representatives ·were of the opinion that the absence of recommendations 

by the International Law Commission on ad hoe diplomacy and the fact that the 

topic on consular intercourse and i?llillUnities und.er cone.ideration by it had not yet 

been completed made impossible a comprehensive and systematic study of the topic 

of diplomatic intercourse and immunities. There -was a ciose affinity between 

the ~uestion of diplomatic intercourse and immunities and consular intercourse and 

innnunities. The study of all these questions shoul.d be co-ordinated and final 

consideration of the present draft should therefore await the completion of drafts 

on the other closely related subjects . 

34. It was also suggested that, S.hottl.4 ~ eotlfe.reuce be convened, it should ~ready 

for reasons of economy prepare no~ Qnly a convention on the topic of diplomatic 

intercou:rse and irr,muni ties, but also conventions on consular intercourse and 

immunities, on a.a. hoe diplon:acy ax:.°' on the relations between States and. .· • 

international organizations. 

35• In connex~on with paragraph 52 of the Commission1 s report, the representative 

of France st.atpd that the development of permanent i nternational organizations 

presented a number of J.egal questions . It wouJ.d be useful not only to CTJdify the 

rules contained in special conventions, bu~ also to work out general principles 

which would serve as a basis for the progressive development of intemational law 

on the subject. He held that the International Law Commission should consider 

further the question or relations bet~een states and international organizations 

and he accordingly submitted a dra~t resolution (see ~aras. 18-21 above) to that 
ef'fect. 

36. The French pro~osal met with favourable response -from several delegations. 

However, doubts expressed regarding certain points prompted the representative of 

France .to .revise his text in order to clarify its :purpose. He pointed _out that 

the aim was only to affirm the importance of diploma.tic relations established 

within tbe·machinery of international organizations. It was in no way designed to 

bring. about a revision of' the Charter or the reconsideration of certain special 

conventions such as headquarters agreements. The International Law Commission was 

given very wide discretion to deal with the study, which should be undertaken only 

after the completion of the studies on consular intercourse and iIIIIIiU.nities and 
ad hoe diplomacy .. • 
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i ·37. One repr esentati'l!e ~ugges ted that, ins~e~d o-£ r equesting the Commission to 

consider the q_uestion, the General Assembly should instruct the Secre te.riat to . . 
prepare a study on the subje:::t .. Af-::,~r ha".'ingreceived the Secrata:!."iat's report the 

Assembly would be in a bette:r ;position t~ decide_ on the task to be entri.1sted • 
• . • . - ! 

• to the Copmiission. The representativ.e,. _hoveve~, di?, not press his suggestion_. 

- Voting _ 

a,. 38. • At :its 579th meeting on J.l Movember, ·the Sixth Com.mi ttee proceeded to vote .on 

the revised nine-Power draft resolution (A/c ,_6/L·.429 /Rev .1), as further amended 
by its .sponsors · ( see J?8.ra . 13 abo~e) . . . "' • · .· · .' 

39 . A request by the .representative of Norwa~r ·:ror· a separate vote on the phrase _ 

• 
11 with ·a view to the early . co~1clusion of =a Convention on diploma.tic intercourse 

and immunities" in ope:;,ative pa:rag!'aph 4 and on .parag:r.aph 5 uas rejected by · 

31 votes to 24, with l5 absteutions . 

4o. The Committee therea-r.ter adopted the revised nine-Power dr~.ft resolution 

(A./C .6/L.429/Re.v .1.). as 2.mend:a., by .56 votes to l, with· 12 abstentions . 

4l • . At its 58oth meeting on 12 November, the Collll11ittee adopted the revised French 

draft resolution (~/c .6/L. 427/Rev. l and Corr.l, E~glish only) as orally amended 

{see paras .- 2)-21 above) by 6o votes -to none, with 2 absten-cious . 

42. The Sixth CQIEllittee therefore recommends to the Genera1 Assembiy the adoption· 

of draft resolutions I and II contained in section V of the present report. 

III 

OTHER DECISIONS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL IAW .COMMISSION 
. ' .. . 

_45. Cbapter v of the report of the International Law Commission dealt, inter alia, 

;;,, with the planning of the Commission1 s future wo.rk, the review of its work during 

the first ten sessions and the question of co-operation with other bodies . 

44. • The Sixth C0mmittee considered these questio~s at its 550th to 554th m~etings 

and 582nd to 583rd meetings . 

45 . • A draft resolution was submitted by Israel (A/c .6/L.437) whereby the General 

Assembly would take note of chapter V of the report of the Law Commission. I .. . 
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46. In rel.a.tion to the sectio.u of th~ report a~a.ling with the problem of hov the 

Commission's vork might be accelerat~> several r~tives \fere of the opinion 

that the Ccam:nission was the beet judge of its 0\10 procedure and tba.t the methods 

followed in the ~st had. 1>:rme.d justified. Codification was al-wa.ys slow vork and, 

in that fiel.d.1 quality was more ~nt. than apeed, 

47. Some representatives, on the other ha.ud, . thffllght that it the ComJ.ssion had 

greater recourse to ~...s,13.~,. its work mie;~:t be accelerated w1.thout l.o\l'ering 

its stanaard. 

48. A m.:::.11'€.-r of rep-retse:n.tatives, ·however, Ol)~sed. that idea on the ground that such 

a proced~e might bring about a s1't\1Jl.tlo\l-\1M're the disad.vantages out\leig!1ed· the · 

aa.van~es. 

49. The v i ew ,ra.s also exp~saea t ha.t the Ccmmission should take care to maintain ' 

its wiiiely :t~J.)l'e£~n.ta:t.tve cha:ract <ar. a.nd. sh.oul.d neve-r set up wo-rking groups of less 

than ten inembc:rrs , exce--pt fc,-r simple lr.la-'tters of drafting. 

5'). Several rel)"l':E:12.~ntatives a1.?1J'l:'OV·ea. the Ct-Jmm'tasio-o.' 6 decision to give xnore time 

for Govermn.~nts t o s\it."t!l.i. t theil' col!nent.s on i +.s cl.re.its. 
51. One reJ.)resenta.t,ive :r~g1:~+.~d t.'na.t lll:~~u-e beca.'l.Be it could. ad.versely affect 

t.he tol)iC of consul.ar i.n-t.e-rr~ ,1:r.s~ b.,:n ilnm1.ni ties. 

52. Some rcl)resentatives eY:S.1~--as~d t.b.~. h.oi,e tb.~t the item 11Sta.te responsibility'' 

'tloul.d. be given priority over tb.~1:. of tA..~ "ui.w of -c-re-c.ties" a.t the next session of . ·. 
the co:mm:i.ssion. 

(b) Review of' the CvUllJl.i.asi-c~• s ,i~YX::\<:. i\.\U't r.g tts first ten s.essions <-----~-~------
53. Most re1n:esente:tives pa.id. ~rib-A.-':."! :•'l __ tJ:l~ -n.l..-u.~"'c.1.e. a.ch1"e·1e1r~<:m.-t,s of the 

Commission du.ring the first ten yee.-rs of 1t.a exiet~~~e. "'In pa:rticu.1a"t"1 they 'dere 

of the opinion that the success of_ th.e '\Jn:i:\:.~•l. \\':l.~\.Q-n&. C.":n~t~~-~•~- on th~ LSJ.W of the 

sea held at Geneva in 1958 he.d been ie:rgel.y a.u.e to -r:n~ ca.-x:eful. a.-u.<\. ~!~J:;r.--~l(!.h 

prell9-ra.tory work of the Commission. 

I . .. 
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(c). Co~operation with other bodies 

54. In connexion with that section of the Commission's repert devoted to 

. co-operation with other boc.ies, several rcp_re~entatives welcomed the resol1;1tion 

contained in .paragraph 71 requesting the .. Secretary-General _t~ authorize the 

• Secretary of' the- Commissio~ to attend~ in the' ·ca:paci ty ~f a.n observer, . the i'our-t?h 

meeting of the Inter-American Council of. Jurists,· scheduled to be held at 

,. Santiago, Chile/ in 1959. 

55. Some presentatives hoJ?ed that similar art•an:gements would also be made .in future 

with r egard to ·the Asian-African Legal Consultative Comnittee . 

56. Others expressecl the view tbat- collaboration witli° regio~a.l bodies of jurists 
, , , 

should be closer in order to 'ensure th~ adquete representation of ·the different 

forms of civil ization in the work of tbe·. •commission. 

Voting 

57 • At its 583rd roeeti_ng on 17 November, the Sixth Coir.lllittee adopted the draft 

res~lution of Isra.ei (A/c.6/L.437) by 47 votes to none. 

58. The Sixth Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the adoption 

of draft resoluticn III contained in section V of the present report. 

QUESTION OF THE PUBLICATION OF A UNITED NATIONS JURIDICAL YEARBOOK 

59. During the debate on chapter V of the Law Comm:i.ssion's report., the 

representative of Ceylon mentioned .the desirability of increasing the importance of 

international J.a\-t in the work of the Organization and suggested that one way of 

contributing to that ena would be by publishing a United .Nations _l~gal periodical. 

I t was pointed out that the ~uestion of a United Nations Juridicai Yearbook bad . • . · 

been previously discussed by the Sixth Conmiittee at the sixth, seventh and tenth 
' . . . 

sessions of: the General.Assembly in connexion with the topic of "Ways and means f'or 

making the evidence-or customary international law more readily available." . . 

However, the Assembly had decided not to proceed with the project at that time. 

6:). The Sixth Committee discussed this matter at its· 553rd, 554th, 568th, ·58lst 
and 582nd meetings . At the 554th meeting on 2 October, it was decided that an 

/ ... 
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infor.:ia.l working group should be set up to enable _repre3entat ives supporting the 

views of the representative o-f Ceylon to consult together and that the 

re:presenta.tive of Ceylon would then subniit a memorandum (see para. 61 below) as 

a basis for discussion. 

Proposals and amendments 

61. A working paper (A/C .6/1.428) on a proposed Uaitea Nations Juri dical Yearbook, 

pr.·~:;,ared on the basis of d i scussions tn the information working group, we.s 

submitted by Ceylon. It ca::.led for the publication of a Juridical Yearbook of 

cp~roxilllately 225 pages divided into four parts: (l) studies on problems of 

ic~ternati6nal law; (2) legal activities of the United Nations; (3) • decisions of 

i1~t.erna.tiona1 and national tribunals on questions · of international l.aw; and (4) a 

bibli ography. Part l would include articles "1:i;-i.tten by :priva te indivi duals or, 

:Possibly, re:ports by private associations or institutions. An editorial board 

elect ed by the Si x t h Committee would be resrionsible for the seJ_ection of these 

articles. Articles intended for :part l. and submitted in either English or. French 

would be !JUblished in their original language. Articles submitted in any of the 

other off icial languages would be.translated into English. Provision was also 

envisaged for a summary df' the articl.es in either English, French or S:pani::;h. . 

Part 2 would be published in English only. Parts 5 and 4, _being merely lists, 

would involve no translation. The Yearbook could be either a third volume of the 

rnternctional Law Commission Yearbook or a separate publication. 

62. A draft resolution was submitted by Afghanistan, Ceylon, Mexi co, Poland and the 

United Ara~ Republ.ic (A/c .6/L.432) whereby the General Assembly would (1) req_uest 

tbe Secretary-General to Dre~are a report on the technical and financial 

implications of the publication of a Juridical Yearbook, taking 'into account the 

alternative schemes envisaged in the discussion in the Sixth Committee, and to 

circulate it to ·Member States before the fourteenth session; and (2) place this 

question on .the provisional agenda of its fourteenth session. · 

63. The sponsors Sl~bsequently deleted orally from the first operative paragraph 

of their text the words 11 th~ alternative schemes envisaged in1'. 

64. Vene zuela submitted an amendment (A/c.6/L.4-36) to the l}raft resolution whereby 

the Secretary-General would be requested to l)repar~ a. report on the question of a 

/ ... 
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Juridical Yearbook covering in ndd1tion the techuic•al and f'inan.cis.l implications 

.of such a publication, and to circulate it to Member States befo~e the fourteenth . 

session to give tbose States time to express their opintons and. to transmit a:ny 

relevant comments. 

65; . The. representative of Ecuador orally submitted an amendment to add before 

tte preambular parae;ral.)h of the draft resolution (A/C .• 6/L.432) the following 

:paragraphs; -

"Co~~ideri~ that 1 t is e. :function 61' the General Assembly 
to take appro:i;:;r:tate measures to -encourage the . development of' 
international lav, 

. ''.Considering that .the publication of a Juridical Yearbook 
may constitute a useful measure for that purpose, 

"Recalling resolution 17t> (n) ot' 21 November l947,"• 

66. The sponsors o-r the draft resolution accepted the Ecuadorian araendments and 

revised operative paragraph 1 of their draft resolution in order to embody parts . . . 
of the Venezuelan amendment to that paragraph. Operative paragrapb 1, as revised, 
reaus .as follows : 

11
Reguests the Secretary-General to prepare a report on this 

question, covering in addition the technical· and financial implications 
of suc:h a :pub_lication, taking into account the suglestions tnad.e 
du~ing the discussion in the Sixth Con:.mittee, and to circulate it to 
Me111ber States before the fourteenth session;n. 

67. • The tepresentative of Venezuela stated that he ~ould not press for a vote 

on operative ;paragraph 1 of his 'amendment (A/c.6/L.436) in view of this . revision 
by the sponsors. 

Debate 

68. The consensus of opinion in the Commit~ee was that the :publication of' e. 
Juridical Yearbook was useful. and even necessary and -would serve to increase 

the importance .of international law in the work of the United Nations, _but that 

the question re~uired careful exemin~tion and, therefore, should be ~eferred 

to the fourteenth session of the General Assembly. In the meantime, the Secretary­

General should be requested to prepare a report on the question and circulate it 

to Member States. 
I ... 
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69. Though many representatives agreed in pr:i.nciple with the contents of the 

working paper {A/c.6/L.428) specific points were criticized. 

70. Some representatives disagreed with the proposed contents of part I (see 

para. 61 above) . They were of the opinion that the Yearbook should not become 

a forum for the discussion of political problems which called for the application 

of international law, especially since publication of articles under the 

auspices of the Unit~d Nations would give them. great prestige. Moreover, one 

representative doubted whether the United Nat~o~s, being an Organization of 

States, should propagate the views of private individuals through such a 

publication. 

71. Other representatives consiiered part I the most important part and were of 

the opinion that, if it was not incl?ded, the Yearbook would lose most of its 

value, for the material to be inserted in tbe three reo.aining parts was already 

available in Secretariat documents . They expressed the view that ~he Yearbook 

would have the advantage of providing a common meeting ground and a point of 

contact between jurists all over the world. 

72. Several representatives objected to the preponderance given in the working 

paper to the English language. They were of the opinion that, if a .Juridical 

Yearbook was to be published) it ought to be issued in the three working 

languages of the United Nations . 

73. One representative held that the ~ublication should be envisaged as a 

juridical 11compendium11 published every two or three years instead of a Yearbook. 

The. consequent saving would make it possible to publish editions in English, 

French, Spanish, Russian and IJOssibly Arabic. 

74. ~e absence of criteria ~or selecting members of the editorial board was 

also regretted by some representatives. The appointment of the Board was~ 

very delicate question and the Board should be insulated from political pressures. 

75. On the ot~er hand, it was pointed out that one could not really presume 

that it would ·be possible to insulate the proposed Yearbook from political 

influence. Attention was drawn to the fact that, for that reason, before 

deciding on the question of the Yearbook, it was necessary to ensure an 

equitable distribution in the membership of the editorial board in order that 

the proposed review should not express only one point of view. 

/ ... 
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Voting 

76. At its 582na meeting on 14. November, the Sixth Committee proceeded to vote 

on the fiv~-Power draft resolution (A/c.6/L~432)_ as revised and amended and on 

the preamble of the· Venezuelan amendulent (A/C.6/L.436) with the following 

.results: 

(a) The first three preambu1.e.r paragraphs prol)osed by Ecuador {see 

para . 65) were adopted by 53 votes to none, with 9 abstentions. 

(b) The preembJe of the Venezuelsn amen&:-.~nt was rejected by 11 votes to 4, 

with 43 abstentions . 

( c) • The last preambular parn.gra:ph ( original prea121ble of the five -Power 

draft resolution) was adopted by 57 votes to 2, w1 th l abstention. 

(d) Operative paragraph 1, a.s revised, was adopted by 54 votes to none, 

w1 th 4 abstentions . 

(e) Paragraph 2 was adopted by 56 votes to none; with l abstention. 

(.f) 'Ihe draft resolution, as a whole , e.s emended, was adopted by 56 votes 

to none, with l abstention. 

77. The Sixth Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of draft resolution IV contained in section V of the present repor t. 

V 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SIXTH COMMI'ITEE 

78. The Sixth Committee recolLillends to the General Assembly the adoption of 

the following draft resolutions: 

Draft resolution I 

Diplomatic intercourse and im.~unities 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered chapter III of the report of the International 

Law Corunission covering the work of its tenth sessionYwhich contains 

draft articles and com.nentaries on diplo~atic •intercourse and immunities, 

Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Session, 
Su~~lernent No . 9 (A/3859). I .. . 
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Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolution 685 (VII) of 

5 December 1952, requested the Commission to "undertake the codification 

of the topic 'Diplomatic interccur se and immunities ' , and to treat it as 

a priority topic", 

Taking into account paragraph 25 of the report of the International 

Law Commission covering the work of its ninth sessionYwherein it is stated 

that the Commission decided to present a final report on the subject of 

diplomatic intercourse and ireniunities to the General Assembly at its 

thirteenth session, after reviewing the subject in the light of the 

comments of Governments, 

Taking into account also paragraph 50 of the report of the Commission 

covering the work of its tenth session wherein ·it is stated that the 

Commission decided "to rec0tnmend to th~· oeneral Assembly that the draft 

articles on diplomatic intercourse and immunities should be recommended to 

Member States with a view to the conclusion of a convention", 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the International Law Ccmmission 

for its work on diplomatic intercourse and i!llmunities; 

2 . Invites Member States to subniit their comments on the draft 

articles concerning diplomatic intercourse and immunities .not later than 

1 June 1959; 
3~ Requests the Secretary-General to circulate such comments so as 

to facilitate the discussion of the subject at the fourteenth session of 

the General Assembly; 

4. Decides to include the item "Diplomatic intercourse and 

immunities 11 in the provisional agenda ·of its fourteenth session with a view 

to the early conclusion of a convention on diplom~tic intercourse and 

immunities; 

5° Decides to consider at its fourteenth session the question to 

what body the formulation of the convention should be entrusted. 

Official Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Sessicn, 
Supplement Uo. 9 (A/3623). 

/ ... 
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Dra:ft resolution II 

Relations between States and inter-governmental 
org~pizaticna 

The General Assembly, 

Tak~ng note of paragraph 51 of the report of the International Law 
C?Ir'.!llission covering the work of its tenth session)/ which refers to 

ad hoe diplomacy ar1d, in :particular, , to diplomatic confere~ces, and ~f 

paragraph 52 of the same report, vhich refers to relations between St ates 

• and international organizations, 

Considering the importance and development of international 

organizations, 

Considering the obseN~tion5 made by Governments at the twelf~h and 

thirteenth sessions of the General .Assembly, particularly on the 

question referred to in paragrapl1 52 of the report, . . 
Req:uests the International Law Commission to give further 

consideration to the question of relations between States and inter­

governmental international organizations at the appropriate time, and 

after the study of diplomatic intercourse and immunities, consular 

.. intercourse and ilmnunities and. ad hoe diplomacy has been completed by 

the United Nations, in the light of the results of that study and of the 

discussi on i n the Gene~al Assembly. 

Draf't resolution III 

Report of the International Law Commission covering 
the work of its tenth session (cb.e.-pter V) 

The Genera1··Assembly, 

Having considered the questions dealt with in chapter V of' the report 

of the International Law Commission covering t he work of its tenth session,g/ 

Takes note .of chapter V of the said report. 

Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Session, 
Su~plement No .9 (A/3859), . 

Ibid., (A/3859 _and Corr:1, Engli~h only). / ... 
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Considering that it is a function or the -General Assembly to take 

. a:ppropr1.a t.e measu.res to encoure.ge the development of international law, 

Con:,:.!'!.ering that the pub:Lication of a United Nations Juridical 

Yearbcok may constitute a useful measure for that purpose, 

R~c~.l!_?:'l'l.g its resolution 176 (n) of' 21 November i947, 

Havin~ __ conci1lerecl the dlscussion in the Sixth Committee on the 

g_u.e;:,t.j_,m cf the ru0~ic0:tion of a Juridical Yearbook, 

1. ~e-1!!~..:2.~~ the Secre~ary-General to prepare a report on the 

question of the publication of a United Nations Juridical Yearbook, covering 

in addition the technical and financial implications of such a publication, 

taking :l°.nro account t b~ sugg~stions made during the discussion in the 

Sixth Com..n~.tt.ee, and. to circ'.1le.te .the report to Member States be-fo:re the 

fourteenth session. of the General Assembly; 
2. :Cecides to place this question on t.h~ pro,,l.a:tone.1. e-t;en<3.e., of' 

its fourteenth session. 




