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l. By resolution 913 (X) of 3 -December 1955, t4e General Assembly established 

a Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation and entrusted to it, 

inter alia, the task of collating in its report information on the effects of 

radiation on man and his environment. 

2. On 14 November 1957, the General .Assembly adopted resolution 1147 (XII), 

whereby it re~uested the Scientific Committee to complete its report at the 

earliest possible date and to make it available to all Members of· the United 

Nations 1 members of the speci'alized agencies and to the second conference on the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy. The General Assembly also decided to include 

the Committee's report in the agenda of its thirteenth session. 

3. On 13 June 1958, the report of the Committee (A/3838)!/. was transmitted 

to the Secr~tary-General. In accordance with the Committee's decision, the 

Secretary-General distributed on 10 August 1958, together vQth the Committee's 

report, a working paper (A/3858) entitled '11An Approach to a General Method of' 

Compu'cing Doses and Effects from Fall-out. 11 
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4o In August., the Secretary-General submitted a report (A/3864 and Add.l) on 

the strengthening and vndening of scientific activities in the field of atomic 

radiation. 

5. At the 752nd plenary meeting on 22 September, the General Assembly decided 

to include in the agenda of the thirteenth session the item entitled: "Effects 

of' atomic radiation: (a) Report of the United Nations ScieJ;J.tii'ic Committee on 

the Effects of Atomic Radiation; (b) Report of the Secretary-General on the 

strengthening and "Widening of scientific activities in this f'ield, 11 and referred 

it to the First Committee for consideration and report. 

6. The First Cammittee considered the item at its lOllth to 1014th meetings, 

held from 5 to 8 December 1958. 
7. The repre.aentati ve of the International Atoriiic Energy Agency, as well as 

the rep:resentati ves of the Internati onal Labour Organisation, the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World Health Organization attended 

the meetings of the Con;mittee. The representatives of IAEA, UNESCO and WHO made 

statements before the Committee. 

8o On 1 December, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, . India, Japan 

Mexico, S"t,-eden, the United Arab Republic, the Un:tted Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland and the t1niteC!. States of .America submitted a draft resolution 

(A/C.l/L.227 and Corr.l) whereby the General Assembly would: (a) cozrmend the . . 
Committee for its work and valuable report; (b) express its appreciation to the 

United Nations agencies, to the intern~tfional non-governmental and the national 

scientific organizations, and to the irtdividual sci~ntists who had assisted 

the Committee in its workj (c) urge all concerned to take note of the suggestions 

made and the VfeWs expressed in the Committeers report; (d) decide to request 

the Committee to continue' its work and to report .to the Gene.ral Assembly as 

appropriate; (e) request the ·Committee to consult w.t th the other agencies and 

organizations concerned on projects within its · sphere of activities so as to 

avoid duplication of 1vork and to ensure ef'f'ecti ve co-ordination; (f) call upon 

all concerned to assist t he Collmlittee by making available to i t reports and . 

studies relating to_the short-term and long-ter.m _effects of ionizi ng radiation 
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upon man and his environment and radiological data collected by them; and by 

pursuing such investigations as may broaden world scientific knovledge ii:n this 

sphere and by transmitting their results to the Committee; (g) request the 

Secretary~General to continue to provide the Committee with the assistance 

necessary to the conduct of its work. 

9a At the 1014th meeting on 8 December, the tw~lve-Power draft resolution 

(A/C.l/L.227 and Corr.l) was adopted unanimously. 

10. The First Committee therefore recomreends the adoption by the General Assembly 

of the following resolution: 

Effects of Atomic Radiation 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 913 (X) of 3 December 1955, 
Noting 1rlth satisfaction the unanimously adopted report of the 

United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation!/ 

Recalling also its resolution 1147 (XII)' of 14 November 1957 which 

requested the Secretary~General in consultation idth the Scientific Committee 

on the Effects of Atomic Radiation to "consider the q_uestion of the 

strepgthening and widening of scientific activities in this field", 

Taking note of the Secretary-Generalts reportg/ prepared in response 

to. the above~mentioned resolution, 

1. Commends the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects 

of Atomic Radiation for its WQrk and the valuable report which it has 

J?resented; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations agencies, to 

the international non-governmental and the national scientific organizations, 

and to the individual scientists who have assisted the Co~ittee in its 

work; 

3. Urges all concerned to take note of the suggestions made and the 

views expressed in the report of the Committee; 
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4. Decides to request the Committe~ to continue its useful viDrk, 

and to report to the General Assembly as ~ppropriate; 

5· Requests the Committee to co~su!t with the other agencies and 

organizations concerned on projects withip its sphere of activities so 

as to avoid duplication of work and to ensure effective co-ordination; 

6. Calls u~on all concerned to assist the Committee by making 

available to it reJ;Jorts and s·tudies relating to the short-term and 

long-term effects of ionizing radiation upon man and his environment and 

ra.diological data collected by them, and by pursuing such investigations 

as may broaden world scientific knowledge' in this sphere and by transmitting 

their results to the Committee; 

7. · Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide the 

Ccmmittee with the assistance necessary teo the coirduct of its 1~ork. 


