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,Before the conclusion of the discus s ion on paragraphs six and 

.seven .of the Chairmn' s plan of Hork, there are a few gen'::lral 

r~marks thu. t I feel I should make on behalf of the, New Zealand 

Delegation. After ~he discussiorl-,-,hich has taken place in ~his 
Committee, and the earl~er debates in Cc::rraittee III of the· General 

Assembly, there can be no doubt in our r:1inds th£'. t the creation of 

nm: intern_?. tioml machinery, to deal effectively Hi th this problem, 

is of . the utmost iDportance . and urgency. 

The New Zealand delegation considers th~t such international 

mach.inery to be ef:t:ective i:lust be p.'trt of the United Nations 

Orga nization. This ·,;muld s oe:!l to us to b e t.\1e means of ensuring 

the 'Nidest possible cooperation in the \'fOrk of the new organization 

by ~Iember .S ta. te s, and, further, the :.1eans of achieving the maximum 

effici~ncy and economy -ef operation. 

The organization shou1d, through the Economic and Social 

Council be exclusively dependent on the General Asselilbly, and 

should derive its authority solely from a re13olu t:l.on of the General 

Assembly. 'de think thn. t a ·CorLJElission of the Economic and Social 

Co~ncil, as provided for by Article 68 of the Char~er might prove to be 

the best type of or&ani.zation forth~ solution of the refugee :prOOiem.- It 

vmuld no doubt be possible to ensure tl1=1. t a Comrnission -,·:orking under the 

general direction of the Secretary-General of the United Nations would 

p e given fairly Hide pm:ers wi tl1in the scope of y;hich it 

oculd free~ exeroise ita administrative functions. - Sinoe the 
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resolution of the Genera l Assembly of 12 February, 19~6, underlined 

the fact that the problem is international in scope and character, 

we do not consider tha t entirely separate machinery created by 

intergovenmental agreement, independent of -the United Nations, 

would be able to provide an effective solution to a problem of this 

magnitude. 

The type of organization to be set up under the authori~ 

of the United Nations will, no doubt, be discussed in detail in 

the delibo:rations of the sub-committee foreseen in paragraph six 

of the Chairman's plan. If, after careful study of the various 

proposals for relationship with the United Nations it is decided 

that this Committee should reco~mend the creation of a 

specialized agency under the Economic and Social Council, the 

New Zea land Delegation would like to see the closest possible 

financial integration between the agency and the United Nations 

Organization. We would prefer an agreement 'Nhich would confer 

upon the General Assembly the responsibility of voting the budget 

of the specialized egency • . Members not represented on the 

Econor:Iic and Social Council would th\~s have an opportuni ~ for 

full and frank discussion . of the progress of 'the work of the 

new organization, Moreover the publici~ given to the meetings 

of the wider body would ensure to the organization the whole 

hearted support. of world opinion :in favour of help for the genu:ine 

refugee or displaced person, and crystallize sympathetic 

understanding of their position. 

If our suggestion concerning a Commission of the Economic 

and Social Council proves acceptable, speci~l arrangements may 

have - to be made for the staffing of the Organization. The 

Staff of the Economic and Social Council, which forms an integral 
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part of the United Nr:ttions secretaria t, nay not b e lJest sui ted 

for the widesprea d contacts v-d th incli vidual r e fugees, and the 

field vrork ne cessary in tre various qountries, which the Organization 

vvill be r equired to perforo .. The spirit of the new organiza tion 

should be truly international a nd humEJ.nita rian; the staff should be 

recruited on this basis. It should include the most experienced 

and highly qualified personnel available ' and oust' we consider' 

inevitably include, individuals from existing organizations, such 

as the Intergovernmental Conci ttee and UNRRA., who are alrea dy working 

in this field. I do not think that any one of us woulcl consider 

recommending the wholesale recruitment of entire staff~ of 

existing organizations, but there are certa in outstanding individuals 

whose exp erience and cap acity would be invl'l.luable to the new 

orga nization. We do not a gree tha t the national aspect of the 

sta ff should correspond to tho national aspe ct of the refugee 

problen: it is an internationa l probleE~ ::mel the staff should be 

recruited on a Unite cl Na tions basis . 

While cogent r easons nay be advanced in support of the 

creation of an interna tio.nal commit t eo for refugee s on the lines 

suggested by the French Delegate in his most illw,unating paper, 

we consider. that it might prove a cm:1bersone arra ngenen t. Political 

and administrative questions arising out of the protection and 

assistance of refugees could be dealt with by the Economic ~d 

Social Council or the Assembly. We a re as s.ur.ri.ng that the new organ vvill 

have an Executive Corami.ttee of representa tives of r:.1ember states to whom 

the Director, or administra tive hea d, would be responsible. The 

Executive Comrni ttee would re e t a t fairly frequent intervals e,nd would be 

responsible to the higher a uthorities - the Council a nd the Assembly. 

The existence of another committee vv:i. th wider representation might 

prove a fifth whee l to the coach. 
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~::e e c.rncstly hope tho.t the r e corilr,1endo.tions nude by 

thi::::; CoEU.:U tte e t o the EconOic1ic and So ci<:!. l Council on the 

mo.chinery of the new or 2;nniza tion ~;1ill be of such a s ound nnd 

p r a ctice.l nc.ture tha t they ·;.rill p r ov e o.ccepte:h~~c t o the 

maj ori"L y of the; members of the Economic 1::.nd Socia l Council a nd 

in tur n t o the Gener a l 1i.sseinbly ·,crhen it me e ts in. Septembe r. 

The r esponsibility f or the ca r e and prot e ction _of r efus ees, 

no·,~· in the hcmds of UNRRA, the Inter governinenta l ConuYli t~ee, 

a nd the lViili t a r y !;.uthori tie s should pass smoothly to. the ney.r 

OT (}'lniza tior;., and this can only be don e if the ne ce ssa ry 

me.chine ry l2 creat ed in time. 


