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Iir. Chairman, in the course of our debate here we have heard
various views expressed as to the nature of the new machinery to be
established for taking care of the refugee problem,

It was argued by sc;me of the delegates that by putting the
whole matter within the framework of the United Nations, the best
possible settlement will be achieved,

I wish to state, iir, Cha.ima;l, on behalf of the Polish,
Delegation, that our views are definitelyand clearly on the side of
those who favour the es{ablishment of International Specialized
AGENCY

kay T now say the reasons why the Polish Delegation t__a.kes “this,
in our view, the only right and just attitude.

First,a word on matters of procedure. We hold that the
proposed sub—committee should receive o definite guidance on the
subject, it should confine its vork to the technical aspects of the
problem only, Otherwise, I fear, the whole discussion on .the merits

f of the case will be transferred to the sub—commititee and no usle.f'ul-
purpose will be served by repeating the whole discussion all over
again, |

<And may I now dwell on the merits of the case,

I teke this opportunity to reiterate the view of the Polish
Delegation that the whole problem is of eon urgent character but also
of a temporary nature. The continuation of a fluid mass of refugees

is neither in the interest of peace nor of the refugees themselves,
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I suggest, Mr. Chairmen, that no such risk or danger does exist.
irtidle 62/1 of fhe Charter of the United Nations coHtaTHE BPEELEL
.p_rc.visio-ns to this effect. "The Social and Economic Council' - it says -
"moy make or initiate studies and rcports with respect sseses O
specialized agencies conc-er-ned."

Artiele 63/2 of the Charter give:; the Socisal and Economie Counmil
the authority to "co-ordinate the activities of the specialized
agencies through consult:a.tion with and recommendations to such
agenpies,!. This is stated ;ﬂ.early enough. 4And finally, after all,
what has the :i_n‘shi:itution.of the specialized agencies been provided for?

It is obvious that it was meant to serve purposes like this.
Purposes which have 1ittie or nothing to do with the purposes of the
United Nations and require settlement by a -technical body created
or set up ad hoc. |

Some misgivings have been expressed concerning the conventions
to be signed in this connection and the possibility that some states
may refuse to co-operate.

I think,kir, Chaiman, that no country has a greater interest in the
quick and satiSfacfoxy se‘btlgment of the problem thah that the
refugees originate from, Ti‘hen—:f‘qre there is no 'dmlger from this side,
ind as to the need for a convention, I am afraid I see in it the
only workable solution,

I must remind the Commitiee that the whole problem of refugees, is
one which requires ad hoe solutions. This was the case in the past and
it must be so nows International ]:aw r;ei"cher. written nor. customary,
males peﬁnaneni: provisions to this effect. May I quote here the ;'ﬂDIﬂS
of an authority on the subject. Professor Jennings stated in the

British Year Book of International Law sometime ago:



LONDON
E/REF/64
Page L

"Cus tomary ﬁtemtioml lavi has little, if anything, to

say concerning the individual refugee as such., He is an enomaly

for whom there is no sppropriate niche in the framework of the

general lews, It is for this reason that it has been necessary

"t0 establish a special conventional regime governing his legal

status,”

He;';e‘w;\r-e-have the voice of an authority. We cammot do away with
9onventions. And may I add that when in 1931 the International Office
for Refugees was set up - a spécialized agency by the way — a sharp
distinction was made between the political .pmtection of ;the refugees
which was left to the League,and assistance, settlement, ete,, which
was tll'e..nsf‘erlred to that Office. I beg to refer here to thé' resolution
of the Eleventh Assembly of the Leasue.

. The lessons of the past are clear — and so is the legal issue which
we camnot and must not overlook.

snd finelly, iir. Chaimon, I come back to what I stated already
before, The refugee problem is one of the outcomes of the last war.

411 those issuesl whic.:h result from the war have been dealt with

apart and outside the United Nations. The settle;nent.of the refugee
problem is but a special chapter of “the peace settiement. ind wre the
peac.e. treaties being drafted and negotiated within the United Nations?
Why then should the refugee problem be s:i..nglea out. It is also

that the Final act on Reparations of December 1945 signed at the

Paris Reparations Conference lays down that certain funds will be
available for the refugecs. .And this too was setvtled outside the

United Nations. 2
The Polish Delegation sfmﬁgly puts forward the case for a

sP_eciaJ.i.zed agzeney, for practical wnd legal reasons,and expects that

the Committee will pass a resgolution on those grounds,



