UNITED NATIONS

Distr.

. GENERAL
GENERAL g
,ASS-EMBLY 20 August 195

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH/FRENCH

Thirteenth session

CONSTITUTIONS, ELECTORAL LAWS AND OTHER LEGAL INSTRUMENTS
RELATING TO POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN

Memorandum by the Secretary-General

1. The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate herewlth the annual
memorandum on progress achieved in the field of political rights of wnmen&
prepared in pursuance of Economic and Soclel Couneil resolution 120 A (VI) of

3 March 1948,

2, In preparing the present memorandum the Becretary-General has also been
guided by Economic and Social Councll resolution 587 B (XX) of 3 August 1955

by which the Council reguested him to include in this report information on all
the States which are Members of the United Nations and/o; the specialized ggencles
rand/or Parties to the Statute of the Internationsl Court of Justice, and to
include information gvallable to him on States non-members of these organizations
or not parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justlce in an annex
to the feport.

3. In accordence with a request of the Commission on the Status of Women, made
at ite tenth session,g/ the Secretary-Generasl hes included in his present
meﬁorandﬁm information on the ellgibility of women for election.

1/ For previous reports, see documents A/619 and Add.L and 2 and Corr.l; A/1163,
A/1342 and Corr.l, A/1911, A/215k and Add.l and 2, Af2462, A/2692 and Corr.l,
Af2952 and Add.l, A/3l45 and Add.l and A/3627 and Corr.l.

2/ E/2850, para. 30.
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Since the publication of the last memorandum (A/3627 and Corr.l} circulated
to the Genersl Assembly at 1te twelfth session which presented the information

aveilable as of T August 1957, legal lnstruments relating to women's political
rights in the following countries have been brought to the attentlon of the

Secretary-Genersl:

Federation of Malaya
Honduras

Sudan

Tunisig

United Areb Republic

The text of the relevant provisions of the legal instruments referred to are

given below.

(4)

FEDERATTON OF MALAYA - Constitutlon of 23 August 1957

Article 1k
(1) ...the following persons are citlzens by operation of lawr; that is to
say:
(a) Every person who, immediately before Merdeke Day, was a citizen of the
Pederation by virtue of any of the provisions of the Federation of
Melaya Agreement, 1948, whether by operatlion of law or otherwise;
(v) Every person born within the Federation on or after Merdeka Day;
(e} Every person born outside the Federatioﬁ on or after Mbrdeka.Day whose

father is a citizen at the time of the birth and either was born within
the Federation or is at the time of the birth in service under the
Government of the Federation or of a State;

Every person born outside the Federation on or after Merdeka Day whose
father i1s a citizen at the time of the birth, if the birth is registered
at a Malasyan Consulate within one year of its occurrence, or within

such longer period as the Federal Government may in any particular case
allcw,
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Article 47

Every citizen resident in the Pederation is qualified to be a member:
(a) of the Senate, if he is not less then thirty years old,
(b) of the House of Representatives, if he is not less than twenty-one

years old, ...

Artiele 119
Every cltizen who has attained the gge of twenty-one years on the qualifying

date and has been resident in g constituency for at least six months immediately
preceding the qualifying date is entitled to vote in that constituency in any
election to the House of Representatlves or the Legislative Assenbly ...

HONDURAS - Constitution of 19 December 1957

Artiecle 39
Suffrage 1s an essential civic functlon. Its exercise by citizens is a right

which cannot be renounced and a duty the fulfilment of which is compulaory.é/

SUDANE/ - Trensitional Constitution of 1 January 1956

Article 46
- (1) Bsudsnese who are not less than 40 years of age shall be eligible for
membexrship of the Senate.
* Provided that Sudanese standing for Southern constituencies shall be
eligible if not less than 30 years of age. '
(2) Sudanese who are not less than 30 years of age shall be eligible for

membership of the House of Representatives.

3/ See footnote b/ to table IV.

4/ Genersl elections were held in the Suden from 27 February to 8 March 1958.
The five seats reserved in the former House of Representatives for Graduates’
representatives were abolished; these were the only ones for which women were
} allowed to vote according to the Self-Government Statute of 21 March 1953.
/.ﬂ‘
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Article 5

Parliamentary Elections Act of 29 June 1957 (No. 23)

4 person shall be gualified to vote in a consatituency for {he House of
Representatives I1f he:

(i)
(11)
(111)
(1v)
(v)
Article 7
A person
(1)
(11)
(i11)
(iv)
(v)
Article 11

is a Sudenese, and

is a mgle, and

1ls not less than 21 years of age, and

ig of sound mind, and

has been ordinarily resldent in the constituency for a periocd of
not less than sgix months immediately before the closing of the
electoral roll,

shall be qualified. to vote in g constituency for the Senate if he:
is & Sudenese, and

is a male, and

is not iess then 30 years of age, and

is of sound mind, and

has been ordinarily resident in the c:;nstituency for a period of
not less than six months, immediately before the closing of the
electoral roll, |

(1) Any person who is qualified under the Law for the time being in force
to be elected as a member of either House of Parliament for a constituency, and

vho is willing to stand, may be nominated as a cendidate for that constituency.

Part T

Parlismentary Elections Rules 1957

3. "Act" meansthe Parliamentary Elections Act 1957

"Candidste" in relation to elections shell include s woman candidate.

[en.
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TUNISIA - Decree concerning the election to the
Constituent Natlional Assembly of
6 January 1956 (22 Jomada I L1375)

Title I - The Flectorate

Article 2
Subject to the exceptions set out below, every male Tunislen who has
attalned the age of twenty-one years (reckoned according to the Gregorian
calendar) liﬁing in Tunieia on the date of closure of the Final registers of
voters shall be entitled to vote. B

LI

Title IT - Right to be alected

Article 11
Any voter who can read and write and who has sttained the age of thirty
(reckoned according to the Gregorian calendar) may stand for election anyﬁhere
in the Kingdom, ..."

Decree of 1b March 1957 (12 Shaban 1376) constituting municipal law

Municipal Councgils

Constitution of municipal counelils

Article 6
Mumnlcipal councillors shall be elected by universal direct suffrage.

Article 7

Subject to the disabilities pregcribed by law, all Tunisians of either sex
who have attalned the age of 20 years (reckoned according to the Gregorian
calendar) shall be entitled to vote if they fulfil either of the two following
conditions: '

l, That they are genuinely domiciled in the commune or have dwelt there

for at least s years; that period, however, is not reguired of persons

vwhose place of residence 1s determined by their functions.

I o
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2. That, in the year of the election, they have paid for three consecutive
vears rates or taxes on property situated or on activity exercised within |
the territory of the commune and, if they do not reside in the commune,

that they have made s declaration that they wish to exerclse thelr

electoral rights there.

Article 16
Electors of either sex who have attained the age of 25 years (reckoned
according to the Gregorian calendar) are eligible for election to the municipal
council, subject to the restrictions contained in the following articles.

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIbE/ ~ Provisionsl Constitution of the
‘United Arsb Republic

Article 7 _
All citlzens are equal before the law. They are equal in, their rights and
obligetions, without distinction of race, origin, lenguage, religlon or creed.

Article 68

All laws, decrees and regulations in force in each of the two regions of
Egypt and Syria at the time this Constitution comes into effect shell remsin velid
within the regicnel spheres for which they were intended. These laws, decrees
and regulations may, however, be abrogated or amended according to the procedure
established in the presegt Constitution;éf

5/ United Areb Republic consists of two regions: Egypt and Syria (article 58 of
the Provisional Constitution).

6/ The relevant provisions et present in force are the following:

Reglon of Egypt - Conetitution published 16 January 1956; came into operstion
2L June 1956

Article 19. The State shall meke 1t possible for women to reconcile thelr
public sctivities with their family duties.
Article 31, All Egyptians are equal before the law. They have egual wights
and duties without distinction as to race, origin, language, religion or creed.
Article 6l. Every Egyptian has the right to vote as prescribed by law.
Participation in publie life is a patriotlie duty. ,
Article 67. 'The National Assembly shall be composed of members elected by
secret ballot in public elections., The number of members, the qualifications
of membership and the electoral procedure and provisions shall be determined

by law. {Footnote continued on £ollowing page) ' feeo |
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~ Footnote 6/ (continued)

Act No. T3 of 3 March 1956 to organize the exercise of pollitical rights
Article 1. Every Egyptian man and womsn who has attained the age of
eighteen years (CGregorian) shall personally exercise the following political
rights; (1) the right to vote in any referndum held in accordance with the
Constitution; {2) the right to vote in any referendum held to eleect the
President of the Republic; (3) the right to elect the members of the
Natlcnal Assembly.

The above-mentioned rights shall be exercised in the manner and under the
conditions prescribed in this Act.

Article L. The name of every male person who is in enjoyment of his
political rights and of every female person who personally applies for
registration shall be entered in the electorsl registers. Nevertheless,
persons who acquired Egyptian natlonality by naturalizatlon shall not be
registered unless at least five years have elepsed since their naturalization.
National Assenbly Membership Act No. 246 of 11 June 1956

Article 3. A candidate for election to the National Assembly shall

(1) be an Egyptian national., If he acquired Egyptian nationallty by
-naturalization, not less than ten years shall have been elapsed since his
naturelization; (2) be listed in one of the electoral registers; (3) be
able to read and write well; (4) not be less than 30 years of age
(Gregorian) on the date of the electlon; (5) not be related to the
dynasty that formerly ruled in Egypt.

Regicn of Syria - Constituticn of 5 September 1950

Article 38. Lllectors are Syrian men and women who have completed the
eighteenth year of their age, who are listed in the civil cehsus register
and who have all other gualifications specified in the electoral law.
Article 39, Any Syrien (Souri) may stand for election as a deputy if he
gualifies as an elector, if he is educated; has completed his thirtieth
year of age and has fulfilled all other conditions specified by the
electoral law. _

Flectoral Law No. 17 of 10 September 1949, as amended by Law No. 188 of

28 June 195k

Article 7. Every Syrian, male or female, who has attained eighteen years of
age at the beglnning of Jeanuary of the year of the elections, shall have the
right to vote. Each person shall vote in the electoral district where he is
listed in the census register, provided that he enjoys his civil and political
rights and that he has not previously been deprived of his right to vote.
Women must have at least a certificate of primary education in order to be
gllowed to vote. Beparate polling booths shall be established for women
voters.

Article 22. A candidate for parlisment must fulfil the following comditions:
iaj he must have been a Syrian national for the last ten years at least;

(b) be mst be a male elector listed in the electoral register; (c) he must
have completed his thirtieth year of age at the begimning of January of the
year of elections; (d) he must be able to read and write; {e) he must stend
for election in one electorel district only. /
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TABLES

CONTATNING INFORMATION CONCERNING COUNTRIES WHICH ARE MEMBERS OF
THE UNITED NATTIONS AND/OR SPECTALIZED AGENCIES AND/OR PARTIES TO
THE STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

TABLE I

Countries where women mey vote in all elections

and are eligible for election on an equal basis

Albania,
Argenting
Australie,
Austrisg
Belgiunm
Bolivia
Brazilg/
Bulgaria
Buzrme,

Byelorussian Soviet
Soclalist Republic

Canmbodia
Canada

Ceylon

Chile

China
Colombis,
Costa Rica
Cubsg, .
Czechoslovakia,

with men
(70 countries)

Denmark
Dominicen Republic
Hopador?
cuado
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France _

Germeny, Federal
Republic of

Ghana,
Greece
Haiti
Honduras>
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Ireland

Israel

Lebano

Italy
Japan

Kores, Republi
of -

Lzos

o/
Liberia
Luxenbourg

Malaya,

Federation of
Mexico
Nepal
Wetherlends
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Norwa§
Pakistan
Panans,
Peru
Phillipines

by

Poland
Romanls
Spaing/
Sweden
Thailand
Turkey

Ukrginian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Union of South
Africa,

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics

United Kingdom of .
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of
Americs

Urugusy
Venezuels,

‘Viet-Nem

Yugoslavig

g/ Voting is combulsory for gll men end for women who are engaged in gainful

occupations,

b/ Voting 1s compulsory for men, optional for women.
E/ The Constltution of 19 December 1957 made voting equally compulsory for men

and women.

4/ There are no generel electlons for the National Leglslative Assembly.

fn
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TABLE II

Countrles vhere the xight to vote end the eligibility of .

women are subject to restrictions not imposed on men

Guastemslas

Monaco:

Portugal:

Tunisia:

United Arab Republic:
Region of Egypt:

Repgion of Syria:

(5 countries)

Women may vote in -all elections and are eligible for
election subject to the requirement of literacy vhich
is not gppliceble to men,

Women mey vote and be elected in municipal elections only.
Women may vote in gll elections and sre eligible for
election subject to educational requirements not imposed
on men or, vhen fulfilling the same tax guelifications as

those prescribed for men, must be heads of families.

Women mey vote and be elected in mmicipal elections only.

Women may vote in all elections on an equal basis with men
but their eligibility for election 1s subject to certain
requirements not lmposed on mén.

Women may vote in all electicnas subject to educational
requirements not imposed on men, end are not eligible

for election. -

/e
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TABLE IIT

(a) Countries where women have no voting
rights but are eligible for election

Sﬁﬁanéj

a/ On the information at present available to the Secretary-General
(see pages 3-4) this eppears to represent the position in Sudan.

(b) Countries where women heve no voting rights
and are not eligible for election

(11 countries)

Afghanistan Paraguay

Iran San Marino
Irag Saudi Ar&biaé/
Jordan Switzerlend
Libys Yemeng/
Liechtenstein

a/ No electoral rights for men or women.

TABLE IV

Countrles in which sction has been taken since
1945 extending full or limited rights to women

(37 countries)

Albania: Constitution of 1946

Argenting: het of 1947

Belgium: Act of 1948

Bolivia: Constitution of 1945 (municipael elections only);
full rights by Presldential Decree of
21 July 1952

Bulgaria: Constitution of 1947

Burma: Constitution of 1947

] wus




Cambodias:
Chile:
China:
Colombla:
Costa Rlca:

E; Balvador:

Ethiopia:
Ghana,:
Greece:
Haiti:
. Honduras:

Indonesgia:

Israel:
Ttaly:
Japan:
Korea:
Laos:

Lebanon:

Liberia:

Malaya (Federation of):

Mexico:

Nepal:
Niecaragua:
Panama;
Peru:
Romania:
Tunisia:
United Areb
Begion

Republic:
of Egypt:

Begicn of Syria:

(Footnotes on following page)
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Constitutional Amendment of 1956

Act of 19ho

Constitution of 1947

Constitutional Amendment of 25 August 1954
Constitution of 1949

Electoral Act of 19h6@/

Constitution of 1955

Order in Council of 22 February 1957
Act of T June 1952

Constitution of 1950

Presidential Decree of 24 January 19559/

Provisional Constitution of the Republic of
the United States of Indonesia of 1940

Flection Ordinance of 1948
Constitution of 1947
Constitution of 1946

Act of 1948

Revised Constitution of 1956

Legislative Decree of 4 November 1952 amending
the Elections Act of 10 August 1950 ¢f

Constitutional Amendment of 1945
Conetlitution of 23 August 1957

Constitutional Amendment of 1947 (municipal
elections only);"

Constitutional Amendment of 195% (all popular
elections) ) '

Act of 30 March 1951

Constitutional Amendment of 20 April 1955
Constitution of 1946

Constitutional Amendment of 18 August 1955
Flectoral Law of 1946

Decree of 14 March 1957

Constitution of 1956
Legislative Decree of l9h9§/

fees
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Venezuela: Constitution of 1947
Viet-Nam: Constitution of 1956
Yugoslavia: Constitution of 1946

Subject to conditions not reguired for men. Full voting rights granted
‘o women by the Constitution of 1950.

\foting compulsory for men and optional for women. In the Constlitution
of 19 December 1957 voting became compulsory for women also.

Full voting rights grented to women by amendment of 18 February 1953
‘to the Elections Act.

Subject to conditlons not required for men.

TABLE V

Dates on which women were first
granted the right to vote a/

Albanie 1946 |
Argentine 1947
Australis lgc2
Austrle 1919
Belglum . 1921
Bolivis 1952
Brazil 19322/
Bulgarie, 19kT
Burms, 1935=
Byelorussian Soviet Soclglist
Republic 1917
Cenibodie 1956
Cenada 1918
% Ceylon 1931
Chile 1949
Ching, " , gkt
- Colombla 1954
Costa Rica 1949
Cuba 1934

(Footnotes at end of table) L



Czechoslovakia,
Denmark

Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvedor
Ethlopla

Finland

France

Germany {Federal Republic of)
Ghana

Greece

Guagtemgla

Haiti

Honduras

Bungeary

Iceland

Indiea

Indonesia

Ireland

Israel

Ttaly

Japan
Korea (Republic of)
Laos

Lebanon

Liberia

Luxembourg

Melaye (Federation of)
Mexico
' Nepal
Netherlands
New Zesland
Nicaragus
Norway

1915
1915
1l9k2
1929
1946

1955
1906
19hh§/
1919
19572/
1952
19k
1957
1955
1920
1915
19555/
1949
1918
1948
1945

1946

1948
1956
1952
1945
1918
1957
1955
1951
1917
1893
1955
1913

/3889
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Pakistan 19352/
Panams, 1946
Beru 1955
Philippines 1937
Poland 1939
Portugal - l9h5i/
Romania 1946
Spain 1931
Sweden 1921
Thailend 1932
Turkey 1934
Ukrainian Soviet Soclalist

Republic 191Y
Union of Scuth Afriea 1930
Union of Soviet Sociglist

Republice 1917
United Arsb Republie

Reglon of Egypt 1956
Reglon of Syris 1949

United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland 1918
United States of America 1920i/
Uruguay 1952
Venezuels, 1947
Viet-Nam 1956
Yugoslavia 1946

a/ This table indicates the year in which women were granted the right to vote
in national elections. Information relating to countries where the grant was
not in the first instanece on an equal footing with men or where grents of
runicipal frzuchise preceded the grant of franchise on s national scale can
be found in 4/2692, table VII, and in A/3627, table VI.

g/ In the stete of Ric Grande do Norte, women had voting rights previous to 1932.

5/ Burme achlieved independence in 1947; its Constitution of the same year provides
Tor equal franchise for men and women, which had been previously also granted
in the Government of Burma Act, 1935. Some categories of women, however, had
voting rights since 1922,

(Footnotes continued on following page) /
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Footnotes to table V (continued)

g, =

&/

Decree of Provisional Government 194k; right subsequently confirmed in the

146 Constitution.

Ghana, comprising the former Non-Self-Governing Territory of the Gold Coast
and the former Trust Territory of Togoland under United Kingdom edministration,
becare an independent State on 6 Mexrch 1957. The Ghana (Constitution) Order
in Counecil, 1957, provides for equal franchise for men and women which had
already previously been granted in the Gold Coast under the Election
(Legislative Assembly) Ordinance, 1950. In Togoland, the Togolend under
United Kingdom Trusteeship (Plebiscite) Order in Council, 1955, provided

for equal franchise for men and women in the plebiscite to be held under
United Nations auspices in 1956 to determine whether Togoland should be

united with the Gold Coast.

Subject to educational qualifications not applicable to men.

Between 1919 end 1935, by provincial legislation of seven of the provinces
of India (which at that time included India and Pekistan, subsequently in
1947 set up as two independent Dominions), certain categories of women in
those provinces gained voting rights. In 1935, the Government of Tndia Act
provided a wider measure of enfranchisement. Under the present Constltution
of India, equal voting rights are established.

Between 1919 and 1935, by the provincial legislation of seven of the provinces
of Indie (which at that time included India and Pakistan, subsequently in 1947
set up as two independent Dominions), certain categories of women in those
provinces gained voting rights. Under the Governmment of India Act, 1935,

as adapted by Pakistan (Provisional Constitution) Order, 1947, voting rights
in provincial elections were granted to certain categories of women. By

Acts of 1951 and 1952, full right to vote and to be elected in provincial
elections wae granted to women. The present Constitution of Pakistan
establishes equal voting rights for men and women.

Subject to special gualifications, not appliceble to men (see table II).

By virtue of the 19th amendment of the Constitution adopted in 1920, women
throughout the United States obtained voting righte both in federal and state
elections. The provisions of the United States Constitution apply also to
Hewali. Women also have equal voting rights with men in Guem (Civil
Regulations 1936), Puerto Rico (Electoral Law 1935), and the Virgin Islands
(Organic Act 1936). Previous to 1920, women, by reason of state laws,
already possessed these rights in the following states: Arizona, 1912;
Arkanses, 1917; California, 1911; Colorado, 180k; Ideho, 1896; Illinois, 1913;
Kansas, 1912; Massachusetts, 1918; Michigan, 1918; Montana, 191k;

Nebrasks, 1917; Nevada, 191k4k; New York, 1917; North Dakota, 191T;

Oklehoma, 1918; Oregon, 1912; Rhode Island, 1917; South Dakota, 1918;

Texas, 1918; Utah, 1895; Washington, 1910; Wyoming, 1869 as a territory,

1890 as a state.

-
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TABLE VI
Countries where women mey vote on equal terms

with men, but vhere suffrage grants orxiginally
involved limitations on the ground of gex

There is no change in the information given under thls heading in the
wemorendum igsued on 7 August 1957 (4/3627).

TABLE VIT

Countries where women have been granted the
right to vote but have not hed an opportunity
to participete in an election

(2 countries)

Ghana: No elections have taken pia.ce gince Ghane became an independent
State on 6 March 19572'/
Malaya: No elections have taken place since Melays became an independent

State on 3L August 1957

a/ See footnote e/ to teble V. In the Gold Coast, women participated in
elections for the Legislative Assembly in June 1954, In Togoland,
women participated in the plebiscite held in May 1956.

;.
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TABLE VIII
Countries which have slgned, ratiflied or acceded to,

the Convention on the Polltical Rights of Women as of
: 1 August 1958

The following changes have occurred in the information glven under this
heading since the issuance of the memorandum A/2952 (table IX) as supplemented
by the memorendum A/3145 and Add.l (teble XI) and the memorsndum 4/3627
(table VIII).

Batifi_cations and Accesgions

Haiti (Ratification) 12 February 1956

FPhilippines (Ratification) 12 September 1957

As of 1 August 1958, the Convention had ‘been signed by forty-one States
and ratified or acceded to by twenty-nine States.

RESERVATIONS TO THE CONVENTION ON THE POLITICAL RIGHIS
OF WOMEN ARD OBJECTIONS TO THE RESERVATIONS

There is no change in the information given under this heading since the
issuance of the memorendum circulated im 1957 (4/3627).

[
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ATNEX
There is no change in the information given in the annex to the 1955

Memorandum on Constitutions, Electoral Laws and other Legel Instruments
relating to Political Rights of Women (A/2952).

o





