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LE~ DATED 6 SEPTEMBER 1958 FROM TBE ACTING PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
OF '9 UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST. 'kEPtJBLtCS TO THE· tml:T.ED NM'IONS. · .·· . ' 

. ·: . ADDRESSEP ~ ~BE .SE~-GENERAL, , 

·· ' ·.:.;:··: ,. ' ~ .. -. 
• • ' J •• , : · • ' 

I' have the !lonour to forwam hereWith the ·replies of Mr. N~S!' -Kbt-usbcllev., ._:· 

Chainxlah .'oii \lie Couneil o£ Minfsters of·· the USSR1 ' to a correspondent of the ':._, 

newspap~r 'PraVda on 'thtl subJe'ct . o·i' discontiiluanee of nuclear' weapons' -tests, ·:· ~- ··. 
:, • • . .~ ,. • ., ' • .. I .• . 

together With the teXt of a · note oh the same subject addressl!d by' the · .·· ·· 

::Mtnlstry' of. Fotei~· Aifairs· of the USsR to thi! uDited: states· ·:embassy in MoscOW · .· 

on 30 August 1958. .,: ' · · .. ·· · · · -~- - · · · ': · : .·. . . : .. 

J:'· sho~a · 'bi· glad if' ·yoU-~WOUld 'il~·~· to have' the'se ' textS' iS·SUed ·8S .an· 

offiaial --United.: Nat.iotis ct~Jmifut· ·-aild· ci±:cu~lated.'··-fu. ill Stdtes MP.mber·s ··of the · . . 
·. Unit~ 'Natio~s •. ': ·· -~• - ·:· .-.::• ·· . ··. ·· · · .. :;··, . '· ~- -~ < · , · ... · ., · ·· 

58'-20906 

J ., f •• • •• 

(Signed) G. ARKADEV 
Acting Permanent Repres~~tative 
of the USSR to the United Nations 

. ' 

I .... 
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NOTE OF THE MlNISTRY . OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE USSR 
DATED 30 AUGUST 1958 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

presents its compliments to the mnbassy of the United States of America and1 

with reference to the :&nbassy1 s note dated 22 August 19581 has the honour to 

inform the Embassy that the Government of the USSR is prepared to commence 

negotiations on 31 October 1958 be~Teen representatives of the USSR, the 

united states of America and the United Kingdom with a viev to concluding an 

agreement on tbe permanent discontinuance of atomic and hydrogen weapons tests 

by states, with the establishment of appropriate. controls of the observance 

of such an agreement. The Soviet Government believes that the most suitable 

place for holding such negotiations would be Geneva. In order to avoid any 

protraction of the negotiations, it would.be desirable to agree beforehand 

to limit their duration to a definite period. For its part 1 the Soviet Government 

proposes that this period be fiXed at two to three weeks. 

This nQte is accompanied by the text of a statement by Mr. N.S. Khrushchev, 

Chai.r:man of the Council of Mini6ters of the USSR, setting fo;rth the point of 

view of the Soviet Gove~t on the matters referred to in President Eisenhower's 

statement of 22 August. 

f ••• 
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REPLIES OF IvlR. N.S. KHRUSHCHEV, CHAIBMAN OF TEE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS OF THE USSR, TO THE QUESTIONS OF A PRAVDA CORRESPONDENT 

CONCERNING THE DISCONTINUANCE OF NUCLEAR 'YiEAPONS TESTS 

Question: In the light of the statements of Pr~sident Eisenhower and the 

united Kingdom Gover~nt published on 22 August, how do you assess the position 

of .the United States and Uni~ed Kingdom Governments on the· question of 

discontinuing nuclear weapons teats? 

Reply: Unfortunately,. these statements provide no evidence that the 

Governments of the United States and the Vnited Kingdom are. prepared to follow 

the Soviet UDionts example and discontinue immediately the testing of nuclear 

-weapons. In essence, they are holding to their old course of' evading, on various 

pretexts, th~ assumption of an obligation to discontinue nuclear weapons tests 

forthwi tb. They have been doing this for a number of years, since May 1955, 
when the Soviet Government proposed that agreement should be reached on the 

immediate discontinuance of atomic and hydrogen weapons tests. 

Sharing the ardent aspiration of the :peoples that test explosions of nuclear 

weapons should be stopped and prompted by the desire to malre a practical start 

towards a gene~a.l discontinuance of nuclear tests 1 the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, 

~ on 31 March 1958, adopted a decree concerning the unilateral discontinuance by 

) 

the soviet Union of all atomic and hydrogen "treapons tests. We took this action 

for the pur:pose of achieving common agreement on the general discontinuance of' 

nuclear tests, even though we realized that such a step on our part might place 

the Soviet Union at a disadvantage vis-a•vis the NATO countries. ·In discontinuing 

the tes·cs, the Soviet Union called on the United States anQ. the United Kingdom to 

follow its example, in order that a stop might be put to atomic and hydrogen bomb 

testing everywhere and for all. time. 

Tha United States and United Kingdom Governments, however, refused to follow 

the exe.r.llple of the Soviet Union. They continued and a.~e still continuing to 

carry out test e:::q>losions, thereby showing their true a.tti tude in the matter of 

discontinuing atomic and hydrogen weapons tests. 
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Can it be aa.id tha.t the statements of the United States and United Kingdom 

Governments of 22 August testify to any changes in their positions on this matter~ 

No,, it.-canna·t~ If the Governments of the. Uirl.ted States of Ameri-ca and ,the 

united Kingdom were really striving for complete discontinuance of atomic e.nd 

hydrogen wea:t:lona ·tests, they sbould have discontinued such testa immediately. 

The statements of the United States and. United Kfngdom Governments show that thesE 

Goveromentfi'are continuing to ·seek every J?Ossible. loop-hole in order tQ a.v~id. an 

inimediate d:i.aoontinua.nce of nuclear tests. This becomes. espec~a.ll~ clear if. ·we 

coneid.ei' the reservations and manifestly far-fetched condition~ which the 

Go~ernm~nta'of the Western Powers attaCh to their.proposals. 

What, ~ctly, is being J?ropoS!ed by the Governments of the United States of 

.America and the United Kingdom'? 

First of all, instead.of announcing their immediate renunciation of testLng, 

the United States and United ·Kingdom Gqvernmenta ape~~ me.rely of' a temporary 

susJ?ension 'o:r nuclear tests for a perio<l of .one year. It is obvious to everyone, 

however, that such a brief suspension of tests is. comple.te~y meaningless 1 since 

one· year is :precisely the time required for :p~_pa;ring the next series of tests. 

Can this be taken as evidence of a serious.·. approach to the question and of 

a sincere desire ·an the pa.l"t of the Governments. of the w~·~t~rn ~owera to put a 

stOp to· atomic and hydrogen weapons tests'l .I.t certS.irU.y cannot. It is more ~ike . . . 
a. mocl{ecy of the hopes of. the peoples ,.rho: are· demandi~g that test eXplosions 

. . .. , . 

shouJ.d. be e:c.ded .. once and for a.l~. 

Aa.m. tteC.~y:; the Governments of the United Stat~ a and the United Kingdom statf 

that they will be :prepared. to extend :this. ~Uspens?-on of .tes.ts for f:n-ther 
. . 

successive :periods of one year~ Hovrever, they ~ttach such reservations and 

conditions to their consent that it becomes obvious that they 'are not even . . . . 

thinking of refraining from cai-rying out t'U!'ther experimentaJ. explosions of n'\lcle1 

weaJ:10nS. 

One of the conditions put forward is the demand for the esta.b~isbment of an 

effectively fUnctioning system of control over the discontinuance of tests. This 

"condition" is, of course, an artificial one, since it has ~ong been known that 

modern science guarantees the :possibility of detecting any nucle~r exp~oeions and 

I .. ~ 
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therefo.Z.et3(ic~tarolt :.o:v~r the obse:rvanee ,. q.f an agreement on th~ Q.:!,scoutinuance .of 
- ' . . .. . - ., ... .. ... _._ . '· ... ' . ... . . 

tests .. : is·.· ~adi:ly.~.i'e~~ible. ··lf ·any proqf : is ne~Q.e!i .. of_:~h~cu~te:rly con~~ ved . ~~ture 
of this condition, it is sufficient to· recall . the .r~$ll.ts, _of . the recently . .. •' ~ - . . ... -..... -... ·- -...... . . ; . 

'eoncluded··confe:r.ence of expe~ts of eight countries .at,~~l1_eva. 

The ·Governments of. :the TJni ted S~tes and the . Uqi ~d Kingdom declare further 
- . .,, - . . . 

that ··.they will. be 'Willing to ·extend the one_-yeez;; a.greeP~ent to suspend. nuclear . . . . : ~ _. . -. 

tests only 'if ~'satisfactory .progress" has been .~ade.:irt set"j;ling the general 
-. J. - . . . 

problem .of disarmament' • . · But everyone ~movra that. it i~ -t4e Governments of .the 

l-lestem Powers and. th9se Governments a.lon:e 1-?'hicl::l, by persistently adhe'!'ing to a 
. . .... . . 

_pol:icy based on an armaments race ~{!. atonlic :Qlackma.i~, have year after year 

· frustrated the achievement of . agree~nt on matters of- disa.~ent·. In vie-vr of 

this situation, how is it possible to believe that they ret;Uly want .a 
. "" ' • 

disconti.nuance of · tests '1i'hen they -put forward such a.,. condi t:i.on? Could . there be 
. . . . ' ~ . 

eny more reliable · mean~ of frustrating the whole matte+ of, .. discontinuing nuclear . ~ · . . - ' . 

weapom; tests . than to lay down oondi tions of' this kind'l 

Some people in the .1-fest are ready to exult over the statei:nentE.J _of the 

United' S~Gat~s' ' an<l ·United Kingdom Governments on a possible suspena_ion of' their 

nuciear-· ·t'est-li( ali'd are praising these state~nta as a -peace-l ovi:p.g a,ct.. It must 

'·re stat ed· ·rrankly -that no· one who .wants these :tests . ~ally disco~:Unued can be 

,. · erithu.S!a.Stic·· ·about these statements. 

A rathe-r -peculiar situation has been created: ~:t first, for a · long time 1re 

were told that 'the question of discontinuing nuclear teats co~d be settled on:ly 

as an integral. -:pert of a broad agreement on disa.nnament. Whet?: t~e _i _ncongrui ty of' 

this :position of the Western Powers b.ecame obvious to all, th7se Powers retreated. 

under the pressU:re of public opinion. :and declared that .they l-r~re prepared. to 

consider the question .of discontinu+ng ·tests separately, as an independent problem. . . , ~ .· . . . . . .. 
At the same time, however, they began worldng hard to infiat_e the pro:blem of 

Controlling the discontinuance of teats, exe,ggemt~ng~the diff~_cu;t~i~s: or: s;tch 

control = .. contrary-· tO the .. reaJ. facts · of. the situatio.I1 ~ ang. goPlg ~o .f,a,r e:s to 
. . . • I ., , ' 

assert that' control· was impossible.- · Now 1 when it has be com~. clear . to eve~ooe that 

; ... 
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control is compJ.etely pra.ctica.ble, Washington and London a.re aga:J,.n saying that the 

sol.ution of the probl.em of discontinuing tests is possible onl.y in conjunction witJ:: 

the settlement of other disarmament problems. 

~us, the vicious circle created by the opponents.'of an agreement on e. general 

discontinuance of atomic and hyfu~ogen weapons tests is once more complete. 

After all this, bow is it possible to lend cr~dence to the statements of the 

United St~tea and. United Kingdom Governments concerning their aJ.le~ea. desire to 

discontinue tests7 Would. it not be more correct. to e.ss\.Utle that, Clnee e.gain1. an 

effort is being mad.e merely to lull the 'Vigilance of the Iieoples, who are 

express'!_ng ~egi tima.te concern over the continuing nuclear weapons tests which are 

being ca.rriP.d out by the United States and the United Kingdom, and, moreover, on 

a.n increasingly broad ~·caJ.et 

Question! In your '?'Pinion, what is the a:tgnificanee, for the settlement of 

the question of the general diacont1nua.n6e ·of a.toinic and hydrogen -v;eapons tests 1 

of the results of the recently-' concluded cOnference at Geneva of experts from 

eight countrlea on meth.oC.S of detectfng nuclear- explosions? .. 

Reply: The s:!.gnit'i.cance of the· Geneva.· cOUf'erence should· .. be considered, . 

first and foremost, to lie in the fact 'that it fineJ..ly disposed of the myth that 

control over compliance w1 th a.n· agreement for the discontinuance of nuclear tests 

was impossible. It is vell known that tbis myth was . circul.a.ted by certain circles 

a.lnOng the Western Pm:rers, ·especi~y in the United States of America, with the 

object of -preventing a discontinuance of tests. ~e experts who met at Geneva, 

and they included experts from the Western Powers., reached the unanimous 

eonclusion that any nuclear explosion ceuld be detected and tha.t effective control. 

of a diseon,tinuance of nuclear weapons tests was completely feasible. We note 

with satisfaction tha.t tbe conclusions ot the conference of experts fully confirm 

the correct!lese of the point of View which the Soviet Government bas a.l.ways 

maintained on this question and demOnstrate the falseness of the position of the 

Wes~rn Powers. The resuits of' the Geneva conference compel the opponents of' 

a generaJ. discontinuance of 'tests to acknOwl.edge the uttar worthlessness and 

anti~scientific nature of their arguments. 

/ .... 
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atomic: and· hycl?Ogen\ weapon~ 'tei3ts=; ','b'f c'ou.rse ·. ca.rulot' penut.; the' interest's ·c,r . 
Soviet st'a.te : sec1.idty"t'o eutte{ aa· .a , result' ~i' these ·· acts. 'by the ·west·ern !Powei.'s. 

• • ,. · • • :· • • • • ... • • • • ' • .. ... ' _4 ~ • • • • • • • • .... 

We a.re gUided in this · matte'r' by the 'Well-mown:·· decree· of the Supreme · Sovlet 

of the ·UsSR ~ted.; 3i March·l95'a; in ·which ''it{·was ·'stated. ·:that' ' i:f other l?owers '­

possessing at:~r:1ic and hydrogen W·3a.pons continued tests o:f those weapons, tb:e 

Government 0~· the USSR would 'ti:e :free<t~ act u{'•th~' matt'er of. th~ ca;rryi.ng out 

of. ~tom:.c· and hydrogen weapons tests ·by the Soviet Unio~,· havfug·· r~gard to the 

interests of its $ecurity. Wouia- it ''be right of ua;· th~ iea.de .. ~a of the Soviet 
' . 

state, in the face of such acts by 'the Western Pb~Tei-'s, to ignore. ·the titai and . . 

legi·ti.ro~.te int erests o'f our 'nati(ina1 seclu-i·ty'l 

The. ac'ts of tbe United Sta·tes ~d. th~ United Kingdom, "'rb.ich are ·contrary 

to the 'Will of the peoples, release tbe ··soviet Union from the obligation it· 

unilaterally asstimed, counting on the goodWill !of 'the Government's 'df ·the l-Testern 

Powers in tb~ · mB.tt.er of an immediate e.nci 'general. ·d.iscontinuance· of nuclear 

weapons tes_ts .. 
-

Queat:t_o~. vlhat is the Soviet . Government •s ·a.ttiti\de' to~:tard.s the proposal 

of the G(y ..... )~:;;;•nLtl~.,;· ~\:- the United States and the ·united Y.ingCI.om that negotiations 

bet,-reen 'the ~hree Po~rers :for the discontinuance oi' a.totliic and· hydrogen weapons 
' . . 

tests should begin on ~l October'? 

Reply. The Soviet Union has more than once ·proposed to the United. States .: 
1 . . . . •. . . . . . 

a.nd the Unit-ed. Kingdom tbe· hoiding oi' ne-gotiations for the iriun~diate · discontinuance 

o:r nucl~ . weapons tests by all P~wers po~sess-ing such· w~pona. The ·tk>vernments 

of those P~lrers. have nOW stated their readitiess to· start nego~iations on 

31 October ' 1958. This da.te ·is accep-table ·· to the So~iet Government. · vre· believe 

that the . most ~uitable place for the negotiatio~s ~tad be Geueva., . where recently 

the eXperts _d.ea.ling with the que~ti~n of tecmilcal methods ·:ror controlling 

the observance of an. agreement o~ the discontinuance of nucletir tests successfully 

completed their Work. Howev~r! ·. ~1e are ~roc~e~ng. on the e.~suni;pt:ion that the 

purpose of . such negotiations :shou_ld b~.:-the . conclusio~ .. of' an 'agre~ent on 'tb.e 
. ~ • ;. • • ~'- r' • • • • • • ·.. • • r; • • • • • 

permanent dis~ontii1uance o:r tests of all types of a.tomic and hydrogerl: weapons 

by all states. OnlY in that case will the negotiations 'meet. the interests o:f 

the ~eoples an~ ~t .b.e ~ed as ':'a.' s-~~een . ·:f~r ~~~c~ai'ing : e.ii -~wiliingness to . 
seek ~ agreement.~- . ' ... ".. . . . : . ' ' ., . . . ;!'. 

/ ... 
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The Soviet Government has carefully studied the resul.ts of the work of 

the Geneva conference of experts and deems. it necessary to state .that it 

agrees with all the conclusions e.nd reco~endations in the .report .. of ·the 

conference concerning a system ot control ~ver a general discontinuance of 

nuclear tests. 

In the light of the results of this conference, there can now be no 

excuses or justifications for rejecting an immediate and general discontinuance 

of nuclear weapons teste, even on the part o~ those who :previously resorted to 

excuses of this kind, deceiving the credulous. 

Q,, •estion. The Soviet :public is disturbed by the fact that the Governments 

of .the U'J Lt.ed States and the Un:t..ted Ki.ngdom, far from f'ollo~r.i.ug the exa.n.ple 

of the Soviet Union, which '\lllilaterally discontinued all atomic and hydrogen 

weapons tests, have begun to carry out such teats even more intensively. What 

statement can be made concerning the po~ition of the Soviet Gove.rnment with 

regard to these acts of the H'estern Powers? 

Reply. It is true that the GOvernments of the United States and the 

United Kingdom have refused.. to follow the Soviet Union's eY..am:ple and a.re 

continUl.ng to carry out test explosions of atomic e.nd hydrogen bombs at an 

increasing rate. Even a.i'ter the unilateral discontinuance of tests by the 

Soviet Union and e.:rter the Soviet Government made its proposal to tb.e Governments 

· of the United States and the United Kingdom for an immediate a.nd general 

discontinuanc.e of all tests, the United .States began a. very large series of 

atomic and hydrogen bomb . tests in the Pacific. Betwe~n 28 April and 26 July 

alone they carried out over thirty nuclear explosions. The . United Kingdom has 

also carried out a number of test explosions of a therr.J!Onuclear 1qeapon. Moreover, 

on 22 August, the very day that the Government of the United Kingdom announced 

to the world that it was rea.d.y to begin negotiations for the suspen~ion of 

nuclear tests, it began a. new series of nuclear weapons explosions. The 

Governments of the United States ~d the United Kingdom are using the 

discontinuance of nuclear· tests by the Sqviet Union to gain ~ilatera.l military 

advantages for themselves. 

The Soviet Government. which, for its part:, has done everything _possible 

to ensure a positive solution of the question of a general discontinuance of 
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He a.re completely unable to accept the reservations a.nd conditions which 

the Western Powers attach to their statement at readiness to participate in 

the negotiations 1 since to ·accept them vrould be to foredoom the negotiations 

to failure. We also consider that, in order to avoid any protraction of the 

negotiations, it would be useful to reach agreement beforehand on their duration. 

Bearing in mind the positive results of the Geneva. conference of' experts, we 

believe that these negotiations could be concluded within t\~ to three weeks. 

· However, it wo'Ul.d of course be wrong if the preparations for such 

negotiations were to ~stract attention from the importance of an early settlement 

of the ~roblem of a d.iscontinuance of nuclear tests by e.ll States. In particular, 

it would be a great mistake if there were any lessening of int~reat in_ this 

question on the pa.rt of the United Nations, and thi s includes the forthcoming 

thirteenth session of the General. Assembly 't·Thich, in our opinion, should speak 

With it~ authoritative voice on this question which is deeply agitating all 

ma.tlldnd. 




