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I have the bonour to forvard herewith the replies of Mr. N.S. Kurushchev, ..
Cheirman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR,  to a correspondent of the @ -
newspeaper 'Haﬁa on the subject of discontinuance of nuclear weapons tests, : i-

together with the text of & note oh the seme subject addressed by the

Miniatry of Foreign Affairs of tha USSR to the 'unitad S‘i:ates -Ribagsy in Moscow -

on 30 August 1958 o 7 - i PR
! should' be gled if ‘you would arrange %6 have thbse texts imsved as .an

official United’ Nations documeht and circulatea to all Stdtes I-‘.!embera of the -

4y -

" United Neticms. ~ -
(Signed) G. ARKADEV

Acting Permanent Represe‘.ntative
of the USSR to the United Nations
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WOTE OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE USSR
DATED 30 AUGUST 1958
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
presents ite compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America and,
with reference to the Pmbassy's note dated 22 August 1958, has the honour to
inform the Fubassy that the Govermment of thé,USSR is prepared to commence
negotiations on 31 October 1958 between representatives of the USSR, the
United States of America and the United Kingdom with a view to concluding an
agreement on the ﬁermanent digecontinuance of atomic and hydrogen weepons tests
by States, with the establishment of sppropriate controls of the cbservance
of such an agreement. The Soviet Government believes that the most suitable
place for holding such negoblations would be Geneva. In order to avoid any
protraction of the negotiations, it would be desirable to agree beforehand

to limit their duration to a definite pericd. For its part, the Soviet Govermment

proposes that this pericd be fixed at two to three weeks.

This note is accompanied by the text of a statement by Mr. N.S. Khrushchev,
Chairuan of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, setting fortb the point of
view of the Soviet Government on the matters referred to in President Eisenhower's
statement of 22 August. '

Jeve



A/B50k
English
Page 3

REPLIES OF MR, W,S5. KERUSHCHEV, CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS OF THE USSR, TO THE QUESTIONS OF A PRAVDA CORRESPONDENT
CONCERNING THE DISCONTINUANCE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTS

Question: In the light of the statements of President Eisenhower and the
Unlted Kingdom Government published on 22 August, how do you assess the position
of the United States and United Kingdﬁﬁ Governments on the gquestion of
discon_tinuizig nuclear weapons tests?

Reply: Unfortunately, these statements provide no evidence that the
Governments of the Unlted States and the United Kingdom are. prepared to follow
the Soviet Unlon's example and dlscontinue immediately the testing of nuclear
weapons. In essence, they are holding to thelr old course of evading, on various
pretexts, the a.ss_umptidn of an obligation to discountinue nuclear weapons tests
forthwith. They heve been doing this for & number of years, since May 19533,
vhen the Soviet CGovermment proposed that egreement should be reached on the
immedlate discontinuence of atomic and hydrogen weapons teéts.

sharing the ardent aspirvation of the peoples that test exploslons of nuclear
weapons should be stopped end prompted by the desire to meke a practical st‘a.rlt
towards & genersl discontinuance of nuclear tests, the Supreme Soviet of the USSR,
on 31 March 1958, adopted a decree concerning the unilateral dlscontlnuance by
the Soviet Umion of all atomic and hydrogen Weaporis tests, We took this action
for the purpose of schieving common agreement on the general discontinuance of
nuclear tests, even though wé realized thet such a step on ocur part might place
the Soviet Union at & disedvantage vis-&-vis the NATO countries. In discontinulng
the tests, the Soviet Union celled on the United States end the Unlted Kingdom to
follow its example, in order that a stop m‘ight‘be put to atérnie and hydrogen bomb
testing everyvhere end for all time,

The United States and United Kingdom Governments, however, refused to follow
the exemple of the Soviet Union. They continued and are still continulng to
carry out test explosions, thereby showlug their true attitude in the matter of
digecontinuing atomic and hydrogen weepons tests.
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Can it be ‘sald that the statements of the United States and United Kingdom
Covernments of 22 August testify to any changes in their positions on this mattert
No, it cennot; IFf the Governments of the United States of Americe and the
United Kingdom were really striving for complete discontinuance of stomic end
hydrogen wespons -tests, they should have discontinuved such tests irmnea_i'ately{

The ata'temen’ca of the United States and United Kingdom Governments show that these
Govemmen‘cs are continuing to ‘seek every possible loop-hole in order to avoid. an
immedia'be ‘aledontinuance of nuclear tests. This becomes especlelly clear if.we
conplder the reservetions and menifestly fer-fetched conﬂi‘cions which the
Governmen‘ts of the Western Powers attach to their pro:posa.ls.

What, exectly, 1s being proposed by the Governmen'bs of the United S-batea of
fmerice and the Unilted Kingdom?

Firat of all, insteed. of annoimeing thelr immedlate renunc:.a:bion of tes‘aing,
the United States end United Kingdom Govermments speak merely of a temporary
suspension of nuclear tests for a perlod of one year. It 1s obvious to everyone,
however, that such g briel suspension of tests is m@le:tely meeningless, since
one year is precisely the time requived for preparing the next series of tests.

Can this be taken as evidence of a serlous. approach to the question and of
e sincere desire on the part of the Governments of The Westem Powers to put &
stop to atomic and nydrogen weapons tests? It certa.inly ca.nno*t. It is more like
& mockery of the hopes of the peoples who. are dema.nding tha.t test explosions
should be srnded once and for all.

Admittedly, the Governments of the United Sta‘bes and the United Kingdom state
‘tha.t they will be prepared, to extend this auspension of tests for further
succeselve periods of one year. However, they attach such resexva»ions and
conditlons to thelr consent that 1t becomes obwious that they are not even
thinking of refralning from carrying out further experimentel explosions of nucle:
Weapons.

One of the conditions put forwerd is the demend for the establiahmen‘b of an
effectively functioning systen of control over the discontinuance of tests., This
"eondltion™ is, of course, en artificial one , 8ince 1%t bhas long been knowm that
mofern science guarantees the possibllity of dé.tec-bing eny nuclear explosions aund
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theéreéfore uontrok over the observance of an agreement on the discontinuance of
tests is ¥ebdily:feasible. -If any proof is needed of - fg.hg,_.u’@térly contrived nature
of this condition, 1%t 1s sufficient to recall the resulis of. the recently. |
‘concluded-conference of experts of elght cowntries at.(eneva. .

The Governments of the United States and the United Kingdofu declare further
that they will be willing to extend the one-yesr, agreenent, to suspend nuclear
tests only if "satisfactory .-progress" has. been made in settling the general
problem of disarmament. - But everyone knows that it is the Governments of the
Western Powers and those Governments glone which, by persistently adhering to a
palicy based on an ermements race and atomic blackmall, have year after year
- frustvated the achlevenent of agreement on matters of disarmement. In view of
thia sltuation, how is it posaible to believe that they really wa.n'l,". 2
discontinuance of tests when they put forward such a_conditlon? _Coﬁl_cl there be
eny more relisble means of frustreting the whole matter of ‘discon'b:_l.quiﬁg nuclear
weapons tests than to lay dowm condi'bians of this kind?

Some people in the.West are ready to exult over the statementl of the
United 'Statas end United Kingdom Governments on a..po,sai’ble suspension of thelr
nuciear tésts and are praising these stetements as a peace-loving act. It must
‘be steted frenkly thet no one who wents these tests really discontinued cen be
“enithusiastic about these statements. Y ,

A rather peculiar gltuation hes been crested: at first, for a long time we
wére told thet the question of discontinuing nuclear tests could be settled only
aa an integrel pert of = broad sgreement on disaimammt.. When the incongrulty of
this position of the Western Powers became obvious to &ll, these Powers retreated
wnder the pressure of publiec opinion end declered that they were prepared to
conslder the guestion of discontinuing tests separately, as an independent problem.
At the same time, however, they began working hard to inflate the problem of
controlling the discontiruance of tests, exaggerating.the dj.ffj._cui‘bi@s.@f such
control - 6oi1t.rary'- to the real facts of the situation - and going éq_.f:ér as to
assert that control 'ﬂas. impossible. ' Now, when it hes becone, clear_td eve:;yone _*t;he.t

[aus
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control is completely practicaeble, Washington and London are egein saying that the
solution of the problem of discontinuing tests is possible only in conjunction witk
the settlement of other dlsarmament problems.

Thus, the vicious circle created by the opponents ‘of an sgreement on & general
discontinuance of stomle and hydrogen weepons tests is ohce more complete,

After all this ; how is 1t possible to lend cradenceé o the statements of the
Unlted States and United Kingdom Governments eoncerning thelr alleged desire to
discontinue tests? Would it not be more correct to assume that, once egain, an
effort is being ma.rie' merely to 1ull the vigllance of the peoples, who are
express:‘.ng legitimate concern over the continuing nuclear weapons tests which are
belng carried out by the United Stetes and the United Idngdam, and, moreover, on
an increasingly broad gca.le‘z

Question: In your gpinion, whet is the significence, for the settlement of
the guestion of the gériei'é.l- diacontinuané'e'of atomle and hydrogen weapons tests,
of the results of 'bhe recently concluded conference at (Geneva of experts from
elght countries on methods o:E' detecting nuclea.r explosions? -

Reply: The significance of the Geneve conference should.be considered, .
first end foremost, to lle in tHe fact that it finelly disposed of the myth that
control over compliance with en agreement for the discontinuance of nuclear tests
wes impossible. It is weli known that this myth was circulated by certain circles
emong the Western Powers, .'especir_a.liy in the United States of America, with the
object of preventing a disconbtinuence of tests. The experts who met at Geneva,
and they included experts from the Western Powers, reached the unanimous
conclusion that any nucleer explosion could be detected and that effective control
of a discontinuance of nuclesr vespons tests was cdmpletely feasible. We note
with setisfaction that the conclusions of the conferenca of experts fully conflmm
the correctness of the polnt of view whlch the Soviet Government bhas always
maintained on this question and demonstrate the Palseness of the position of the
Western Powers. The results of the Geneva confererce compel the opponents of
a general dlscontinuance of tests to aclmovledge the utter worthlessness and
anti-sclentific nature of thelir arguments.

Fris
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atomic end hydrogen weapons tests; of tourse cannot permit’thé interests of
Boviet state security to suffer sy & result of these acts by the Western Powers.
We are guided in this matter by the well-khown decred of the Supreme Soviet

of the USSE deted 31 March 1958, 4n which it was ‘stated that if other Povers -
poseessing atomic and hydrogen weapons continued tests of those weapons, the
Government of the USSR would Ye free to act in the metter of the carrying out
of atomic and hydrogen weapons btests by the Soviet Unlon ’ Imving regerd to the -
in’cerests of its secu:ci‘by. Would: it be right of us, ’ " the lea.de:a of the Soviet
Ste.te, in the face of such acts by ‘the Western Powers 3 1;0 ignov-e the v:i.'bal and
legitmﬂte Inberests of our naticnal securib,,r'z

The acts of the United States and the United Kingdom, which are contrary
to the will df the peoples, ré‘iéase the Soviet Union from the obligation j.t' ‘
unilaterslly asatimed., counting on the goodwill ‘of the Governments ‘of the Western
Powers in the matter of an immediate a.nd, general discontinuance of tw.c:lea.r
wegpons tests,

Question. What 1s the Soviet Coverrmedt's sttiflide towards the proposal
of the Govimminis of the United States and the United Kingdom that negotiations
between thé three Povers for the diacon’binuance of e.tomic end. hydrogen weapons
tests should begin on 31 October?

__3];_. The Soviet Union has more than once proposed to the United States’
end the United Kingdon the holding of negotiations for the immediate discontinuance
of nuclear weapons tests by all Povers possessing such weapons. The Governments
of those Powers, heve now stated théir readiness to start negot:.ations on
31 bcﬁo'bler'igﬁB. This dete is accepteble to the Boviet Government. We believe
that the most suitaeble place for the negotia.tions would be (eneva, where recently
the experts dealing with the qxzeltian of technical methods for copbrolling
the obeervence of an ag'eement on tha &iscontinua.nce of nucleﬂ_r tests successfully
completed their work However, we a.re proceeding on 'bhe assumption that the
purpose of such negotia‘hions ahould 'be the conclusion of an agreement on the
permanent diseontinuance of tests of all types of atomic and hydrogen weapons
by all S‘b&tes.f 0:11,}' in ‘bha:b case will ‘l'.he negotiations meet the interests oi’
‘the peoples snd not ‘be usecl as a. screen for conceaiing a.n unwillingness to
seek a.n agreement. ' '

- F
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The Soviet Govermnment has carefully studied the results of the work of
the Genéve conference of experts and deems it necessary to state thaet it
egrees with all the conclusions end recommendations in the report of the
conference concerning a system of control over a general discontinusnce of
nuclear tests.

In the light of the results of this conference, there can now be no
excuses or Justifications for rejecting an immediste and general discontinuance
of nuclear weapons tests, even on the part of those who previously resorted to
excuses of this k‘.’m:i, deceiving the credulous,

Question. The Soviet public is disturbed by the fact thet the Covernments
of the United States and the United Kingdom, far from following the example
of the Soviet Union, which unilaterally discontinued all atomic and hydrogen
weapons tests, have begun to carry out such tests even more intensively. What
statement can be mede concerning the position of the Scviet CGovernment with
regerd to these acts of the Western Powers?

Reply. It is true that the CGovernments of the United States and the
United Kingdom have refused to follow the Soviet Unlon's example and are
continuing to carry ocut test explosions of atomiec and hydrogen bombs at an
increasing rate. Even after the unillateral discontinugnce of tests by the
Soviet Union and after the Soviet Government made its proposal to the Governments
~of the United States and the United Kingdom for an immediate and general
discontinuance of all tests » the United States begém a very large series of
atomic and hydrogen bomb tests in the Pacific. Between 28 April end 26 July
alone they carried out over thirty nuclear explosions. The United Kingdom has
also carried out a number of test explosions of a Thermonuclear weapon. Moreover,
on 22 August, the very dsy thet the Goverﬁment of the United Kingdom announced
to the world that it was ready to begin negotiations for the suspension of
nuclear tests, it began s new series of nuclear weapons explosions. The
Governments of the United States and the United Kingdom are using the
discontinuence of nuclear tests by the Soviet Unibn to gein unileteral military
adventages for themselves. !

The Soviet CGovermnment which, for its part, has done everything possible
to ensure a positive soltrtiﬁn of the question of a genersl discontinuance of

Fen




Ay Jyus
English
Page 9

We are completely uneble to accept the reservations snd conditions which
the Western Powers abttach to their statement of reediness to participate in
the negotiations, since to accept them would be to foredoom the ﬂegotiations
to fallure. We mlsc consider that, in order to evold any protraction of the
negotlations, it would be useful to reach agreement beforehand on thelr dursetion.
Bearing In mind the positive results of the Geneva conference of experts, we
velieve that these negotiations could be concluded within two to three weeks.

" However, it would of course be wrong 1f the preparations for such
nsgotiations were to distract attention from the Ilmportence of an early settlement
of the problem of a disccnfinuance of nuclear tests by all States. In particuler,
it would be e great mistake if there were eny lessening of interest in this
guestion on the part of the United Nations, and this includes the forthcoming
thirteenth session of the General As'aembly which, in our opinion, should spesk
with itpg au’chqrita.tive voiée on this questlion which is deeply agitating all
mankind.






