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Text of a broe.Clcast. talk on t.he Congo sit1.1.a.t.ion by Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah,

President. of the Republic of Ghana on Thursdll¥ the 15th of December, 1960.

Good Evening,

The situation existing in our sister nation, the Congo, has now become so

critica.l that I consider it my dUty to speak to you tonight to remind you of

the facts which led up to this crisis, to warn you of the dangers that to-dill/'

face not 0D1¥ the Congo but Africa and, indeed, the whole world, and to suggest

to you the only possible measures that I believe CSJl be taken to avoid these

dangers.

As we a.ll know, independence ;re.s formally handed over by the BelgiSJlS on

the 1st of July this year to the legally constituted Government of the Republic

of the Congo with Mr. Ke.se.vubu as its President and Mr. Patrice Lumumba as its

Prime Minister, duly elected by the Congolese people.

On the 13th July, barely twelve days later, mutiny broke out within the

Congolese Army, acts of violence spread. throughout the country and the machinery

of Gove=ent was brought to a stSJldstill. Then, Mr. Lumumba, on beha.lf of his

Gove=ent, appea.led to Ghana. and to other independent African States for

milit.ary assistSJlce t.o help restore law and order. An appea.l was at. the same

time made t.o the Unit.ed Nations.

In response to this appea.l, a Ghana. military contingent wa.s flown to

Leopoldville forthwi-th, followed shortly afterwards by units of the Twiisian

Army. The United Nations military command was established some days later, and

took over control of milit.ary operations.

Within a fey weks of our srriva.l in the Congo, it became appsrent that the

Belgians were infiltrating back into the country and were re-arming the Congolese

troops for an attack upon the Gove=ent, and every efi'ort was being made by them

to para.lyse the United Nations command. I persona.1lY warned the Secretary­

GeneraJ. of the United Nations about this and pointed out to him that the

only possib:l.lity of getting the country ba.ck to normal hinged on the

re-training and re.d1scipl1ning of the Force Publ1qu.e, a force of some

twenty-five thousand men stationed in various parts of the Congo. After my Chief

of Defence staff had. made an on-the-spot study of the situation, I further
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-requested the. Secretary-Gel'leral toeoJ1sider urgent measures for re-orgatd..z.ing

the Un1ted Nations Comrrre.nd in the Congo- so that it might become more

effeotive i~ its -e11-importe.J,t role, 'an~ stated that if the Ghanaial1 troops

in LeopoldviUeeould .count on the full support fiom the Un1ted.Nations,;!

was certaill that th-ey (;!ouJ.dbrillg the Fdrce Pub11que .i8 Leopoldville under

.etfective control in OliEl week..'

Notbing vas done.. . Instead· the 'Force Publique was allowed a tree re;J.ll

to .rut\ riot, to be fiwmced and ma1nta1~ed by those with vested interests

and' by: eOloJP.alist and imperia1ist powers, to prevent the due process .Of

"Parliamentary democ:recyalld, finally t.o 8rres;t the Bead and other members ot the

legitimate central GOV~el\t and Parliament of :the Congo.

Proposals Y~re ~~U made to transfer tb,e Gh~aian troops from Leopoldville
~ ' . , .

to other partB of' tp.e Congo. I made it clear that I did not cons1dertl?is

a wise move at all", $1a,<:e Leopoldv~lle is the c!ipital of the country and I
. -;.,

considered that if lQW and order were firmly eBte.bU~ed there, it would"'. . - , ..\

serve as an.exampl~::f'or the re~~ of' t)Le: c,o.ng~.

'E,egardless of my. a~viee once mOre, the. move vas ce.;rried out. A .few,
\. ' .' . . ~ ...

days later, MobuW.anli his armed baPfl,?lQraUy> an4 ph~a1cally, ~UPPO;rll?d. ~ ,

.' and directed by the Belgi~, ~alleX).gedthe~ut)'1orit~.,pf' .t\:,e. Uz:i1;-~ Nati,ons

forces ..in Leopoldville, attacked out" :~})as~y~t1 ~po~.dvi).le. (~ainBt .~

diplomatic practice)., waged verb~;war again,at Ghana and other Illd.epep.d:ent,
- '+.' - .

AftlcEln States who had came to the aid. of, the legi~imat.e GoverDIBent of the. ., ... . ... . .
Ccngo.,' put tbe legally elected: Prime .Miniater: ,£a'!:'r:1ce Lumumba ~der house,c .. "' . '. . . d •

'arrest-, rmd f;Lue.lly. ran ~im to earth,.. arrested ·.him like a. criminal, pU~~icly

humiliateq. ~m., .. locked ·him up and severely ma.nhar..d.ledand maltrea:ted
'.\ . .

. him. ',.;. .' ,I " . • , .".

;.
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Reiterating Ghana's position in the Congo situation, I have now requested the

Secretary-General to consolidate. and reinforce the power and author!ty of the.
United Na.tions in accordance witll, the security Council resolutions on theCOIWo,

and suggested to him that to do this effectively, ,the lfJ~l ~ime M;i.nister,

Patrice Lumumba, must be _ediateljr and unconditionally ~eased from prison, all·

Belgians '?rho have infiltrated back into the Congo to sabotage, th,e ind.ependence of

that country must be sacked forthwith and all colo~s't.El'Whoare .see}dng to

control and dominate tJ+e ,.congo must be eliminat:ed. ~nle~stheseconditionsare

fulfilled and the normal processes of Parliamentary demoeracy thereby restored,

the tragic mess which will result in the Congo will be the 1nesce.:?a~:le

responsibility of the United Nat10M Organization. What is happening in thE! Congo

is a test case tor the Unitea. .Nations. If they faU in their mission there, who

Will feel able to place their faith and confidence in the United Nations in the

future?

In short, there must be immediate United Nations intervention in t.iJe CongO to

forcibly restore law and order.

I have many tim€!S declared that the only hope tor world .peace lies in the

United Nat.ions. Throughout this whole Congo erisis,tGhana,and all other

ind.ependent African; countries, in spite of· their first ..hand knowledge of the evils

of colonia11at and imperialist intrigues' and :the wy to dea.l most effectively with

them, have stood loyally by the United Nations command. They have had to stand as

silent witnesses to imperialist intervention in the internal affairs of the Congo,

forced to turn a blind eye because their orders forbade them to do otherwise,

watching the ground. being carefully removed from under the feet of the Head of the

Government who had 'invited them to the Congo and whom they are supposed to be

protecting.

It pains me to say that the United Nations ha been a bitter disappointment

and has far from justified our hopes. For one rea on or another, it has talked,

va~illated, hesitated and delayed until its Whole resence and. action in the Congo

have been reduced to a farce - and a very expensiv farce, at tbat. At the momt!nt

several states which have contributed to the milt ry personnel of 'the United

Nations olleration in the Congo are so deeply diail usioned by the United Nations

inability to take any constructive action in the C ngo, that. they have decided to
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withdraw'their forGes. Whilst Ghana sympathizes with these nations as fal' as their

disappointment in the United, Nations is concerned, I nevertheless appeal to them
," , .

to reconsider their decision to withdraw their forces from the Congo. Ghana.",. - . . .
believes, sincerely that ,the wii;hd1:awal of the, troops will spell immediate doom to

the Congo and will precipitate, the ,anarchy which Ell:). well-meaning countries a1'8. . . . '

aDXious to prevent.
I

It the Uniteli Nation/1 troops are withdrawn from, or forced out of thl:i Congo, ,

t·lere nil be an imminent risk of civUwar, of, the Spanish ty,pe, which could last

for 'many, yee:rs and would put ,the COngO back a century or more. If civil war

broke out, 1;hose countries that have vested interests in the country will vie for

power by supplying arms and 8IIIIIlUnit.ion to the various factions taking part, ,and

this can ,eventually' transtorm the inapparent cold war into a terrifying hot war.
. . '. '. ,I

It is ()bvious that none of' :the States Whose troops are now serving i~ the

congo is, desirous of pursuing any independent action calculated to worsen: the '
• •. i

present situation in the Congo., That is why some of them have intimated that they

are prepared to rec0IlS:ider, their proposallil to withdraw their troops, bUt only on

condition that the United Nations cOllllD8nd will cease to be a mere passive onlooker

to the acts of rampant lawlessness perpetrated by Mobutu and his gang.

The impotence of the United Nations command in the CongO is not deliberate.

It has been imposed upon it by the exigencies of those with vested'interests in
I

the country and by colonialist and 1mperielist intrigues and sabotage. From the

very beginning 01' the Congo crisis, I have warned against the infiltration of the

cold war into Africa via the Congo or elsewhere. With our declared foreign

policy 01' positive neutralism and non-aligmnent, I have regarded with increasing

suspicion the sincerity of foreign intervention in the Congo. , I warned 11he

Secretary-General of the United Nations of TIrY tears in this connex:l.on in ,earlY

September, saying that I believed the situation had been caused by the f~ct that

the United Nations was not in a position to enforce law and order which We had

always understood to mean the existing law and constitution. I urged him to

ensure that the Security Council should reconsider the position so that ~e

territorial integrity of the Congo could be preserved without the intervention of

any countries other than those contributing to the United Nations Force.
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~any people would like to make excuses for the United Nations. Others would

prefer to mince their words to please the ears of their economic patronisers.

Neither of these platitudes are of any help to this· great world organization which

was created by men of good'Will and foresight to preven:t 'tribulation to mankind.

I believe 'that only ganuine and cons'tructive criticism of i'ts e.c:'tion; whe'ther i't

be in the Congo or elsewere, can make any valuable con:tribution to the s'trengl;h

a.nd. purpose of the United Nations. Only by 'this·means can it realize its mistakes

a.nd. profit by them. I do not doupt the fact that the United Nations has hadme:ny

difficulties to face in 'the Congo. But I believe mos'\; em;phatically that these

difficulties pDly became unsu..."'llIOuntable because 'the United Nations has refused to

surmoun't 'them or has delayed for so long that· other things have e'tepped in to

prevent it doing so.

The Uni'ted Nations has failed to me.:tn'tain law and order in 'the Congo because

while i't has been standing by rigidly adhering to its principle of non-intervention

in the internal affairs of the country, the Belgians have, under 'the very nose of

the United Nations Command, acquired stooges and quislings to carry out a flagrant

and brazen sabo'tage of congolese Independence, aided and a:bet'ted by those whose

Chief and only in'terest in mankind is exploi-ta.'tion and profit, and who hope to

share the Congo booty.

Bm has the United Nations strictly Observed this non_intervention a.tti'tude

throughout? !i; is clear tha't it has not. I't was the United Nations in fac't,

1'1hich prevented Patrice LUlIlUmba 'the legal Prime Minister of the Congo Republic,

from entering and using his. own radio station. It was 'the United Nations which

stood by while a rebel, put up as a leader by the Belgians, took i't u;ponhimse1f

to put tha't Head of Government under house arrest.

Had the United Nations forgo'tten comple'tely· that i't went into the Congo to

help the central Government, at 'the reClues't of the Hea.d. of tha't Government, to

me.:tntain law and order and 'to uphold 'the territorial integrity of the country in

the face of foreign in:terven:tion'l If the United Nations has become confused about
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the orlgin of its mission to the Congo, how.much more must public opinion be

confused, egged on by the agents of colonialism and im;perialism untiJ. it is

beginnillg to believe that the .tragedy of the Congo' is essentially a dolJ;.estic

dispute betmlen rival leaders.

Too mucnover-sim;plification is being brought to bear on the interpJ."etation of

Article 2 (7) of the Charter of'the United Nations which prohibits interiference

in matters .,hich are essentially within ,the domestic jurisdiction of Mem1Jer-States.
I

The very presence of the United Nations cOlllllla.lld in the Congo suggests some

degree; of' interference to much the le;wful Government of the Congo headed by
I

Mr. Lumumba consented before invitillgtheUnited Nations into the Congo.: Having

already interfered, theref'ore, in securing the arbitrary arrest of' the l'!!lgitimate

Prime Uinister and the neutralization of the central Goverl1lllent, how can', the
,

United Nations now decide to remain inactive? Must one be led to the conclusion

then, that the United Nations entered the Congo merely to change the exieting

Gove=ent in defiance of every conceivable electoral principle?

The same Article 2 (7), under which the United Nations is seeking t9 justify

its inaction, ends· by stipulating: "But this principle shall not prejudice the
I

application of enforcement measures under Chapter VII." Chapter VII-poirs out

that .lhenever the attention of' the Security Council is called to the existence of'

a "threat to peace, breach of' the peace, or act of aggression", the Sec~ityCouncit

caIl he.ve recourse of measures of com;pulsion, despite the fact toot "the matter is

within the domestic jurisdiction of any state.

Now, the question arises': llho should call the attention of' the

Security CoUncil to such a threat to peace? In addition to Member States

of' the Organililation, the Secreta.ry-General is empowered to pley the role 'of

an inf'o:t'lllant. Article 99 says: "The Secretary-General may brillg to the attention

of the Security Council any matter much in' his opinion may threaten the

maintenance of' international peace and security".

...
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If the Secretary-General really believes that the continued detention of

Mr. Patr~ce. Lum,!Wba'constitutes a threat to peace, in that it can lead to civil

'War which,in turn,.could bringtJ,boll.t a 'World war, then it is for him to reeQl!l)lIend

to the Security ~ouneilthat such· necessary measures should be taken to settle the

disputes in the Congo. This should be done immediately to salvage United Natllons,

prestige, despite rivalries, sUbterfuges, colonialistand imperialist. intrigues

and llia:,10euvres.

,Tjlis, in my opinion, is the o?l1y method of restoring law and order in the

Congo. For to permit the :Belgians ;;fth their Imperialist and colonialist allies

to continue to support and re~9.rm Mobutu against Lumum.'Ja and his supporters .(and

be assured that he has many) is to defy cO)1stitutional authority, to allow

Belgian power to creep back and to invite the disaster of civil war.

It is becaui?e of this >1ewpoiilt .that I am b!'ling charged with officious

intervention in, and meddling with affairs in' the Congo. How can Ghana p'.lrsue an

isolationist poliey in Africa.n.ai'fairs,.~enshe is committed to a~olicy·of

Atriean unity? .'

Why, in fact, did we go.to1:;he:Cono$()'~ . Why ha,v!l we: i?Ejnt o~ lllen to distant

lands far away from thElirfaIlIl.lies~ .. ' . .. ",; .. ,:. ,." .
We are in the Congo becaus~ thEl.fraedOllland .inde]endElnce of our co-patriots

~ 1 • : _ .,: •. ", ,': _,' _, ~.' , ." •.• ' .• , " , ',_'.. • ••

are at stake. We remeIllbe+o~y ,t9.0we;Llthe, price WEl:p~ig.,t() seeure our own

freedom apd inde:t-endence. We know, ·t90,. that freedom .is .nQt worth havi~g if it. . . , ,'. .' . .... '"

has to be surrendered to .forElign dolDinationand control.. Whatever form it takes. •.. ."',, .' .

you will recall, also, that When Qhaha b.eca.me independent in.l957, r.
proclaimed that our i¥dependence would be meaIlingless ,unless it 'Was linked.~

with the total liberation of Atrica•. As lo.ng as there is a single VEljStige. of

colonialism ,,0)1 Atrican soil, ;'Ie must rE1member that we ourselves camot Claim ,to 'I1e

free•.What the.colonialists and imperi~sts succeed, in doing to our.Br~th~rs.~~

Sisters in the Congo by using$tqoges and quislings ~o are prElpared and willing.·to

sell their country for a mess 01' pote-ge, they Will nothElsita~e to repeat in .Ghana

and in other parts of Atrica.
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That is why we are exertiDg every means in our power, denying ourselves every

,I

comfort if necessary and counting no cost too great, to assist our broth~rs in the
1

Congo. The stand that we have taken, and will continue to take in the Congo

situation can only be understood 1n the light of our unflinching determination to

fight all forms of coloniaJ.ism in Africa.

Fellow Countrymen:

In order to resolve the present unfortunate impasse in the Congo, II recommend.
I

with all the sincerity and urgency at my command, that the United Nation:s shouJ.d
i

take the following actions, and to do so wit.hout a· momen't I B de1a¥: I

1. To completely disarm 'lilie Mobutu gang and all other non-Un1tea. ~ation6
,

Forces; ana.. to eliminate them from politics_

2. To 8-1'Tange for the immedia.te and unconditional release of the legal

Prime Minister, Mr. ?a:triee Lumurnba, and of all other members of hi's

GaVE;l":lm,sr.l.t as well as the Members of the lega.Uy conet!tuted Parliement,

wh:':! are also under Brres·t:;. I

,- To restore the norme.l functioning of the legitimate Govertmlen~ end

the elected. Parliament of the Republic of the Congo - in other words, the

Parliament which made Lum\JIllba the Prime Minister" and Kasavubu the President,

should be made to reconvene and. function normaJ.1.y. I

4. To enforce the imm.ed1ate evacuation of aJ.J. Belgian Military P~rsonne1

and Officials from the Congo. I

5. To assume authority, as a temporary measure, for the internal iaffairs

of the Congo, to enable law and order to be restored. 1

6. To arrange -that the United Nations command. in the Congo is as~igned

to an experienced soldier who can take firm action.

1. To form a Un!ted Nations Commi'litee composed of Afro-Asian countries to

investigate the sources that are financing and Bupplying arms and annnUDitiOD

to Mobutu and his gang.

Countrymen; In the event. of the United Nations faUure to comply with these

pro:posaJ.a in conformity with the provisions ot the United Nations Chart~r, it 'Will

be my baunden duty to secure, wj,'th the assistance of the other African ~tates, the

establishment of an African High Command to take immediate action to re,tore law

and order so that the legal. Governmen"t, headed by Premier Lumumba, can qpera:te.

Goodni~t.


