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Text of e broadcest talk on the Congo situation by Osegyefo Dr. Kweme Nkrumeh,
President of the Republic of Chana on Thursdasy the 15th of December, 1960.

Good Evening,

The situation existing in our sister natlon, the Congo, has now become so
eritical that T consider it my duty €o speak to you tonight to remind you of
the factes which led up to this erlsis, to warn you of the dangers that to-day
face not only the Conge but Afrlica and, indeed, the whole world, end to suggesi
to you the only possible memsures thet I believe can bé teken to avold these
dangers.

As we all know, independence was formelly handed over by the Belglans on
the lst of July this year to the legally constituted Government of the Republic
of the Congo wilth Mr. Kesevubu s ite President and Mr. Patrice Lumumbe as ite
Prime Minister, duly elected by the Congolese paople.

On the 13th July, barely twelve days later, mutiny broke out within the
Congolese Army, ects of violence spread throughout the country and the machinery
of Government was brought to & standstill. Then, Mr. Lumumba, on behalf of his
Governmeﬁt, | appealed to Ghans and to other independent Africen States for
nilitary assistence to help restoi‘e law and order. An appeal wes al the ssme
time made to the Unlied Natlons.

In response to this sppeal, a Ghare military contingent was flown to
Leopoldville forthwith, followed shortly afterwserds by units of the Turnisian
Avmy. The Unlted Nations militery command was established some days later, and
tock over control of military operatibna.

Within & few weeks of our srrivel in the Congo, it became apparent that the
Belgians were infiltrating back into the country and were re-ayming the Congolesa
troops for en attack upon the Government, and every effort was being made by them
to perslyse the United Nations command. I personally warned the Secretary-
General of the United Nations sbout this and pointed out to him that the
only possibility of getting the country back to normal hinged orn the
re-training and re-disciplining of the Force Publique, a force of some
twenty-five thousand men stetioned in various parts of the Congo. After my Chief
of Defence staff hed made en on-the-spot study of the eitustion, I further
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requested the Secretery-Gemeral to consider urgent measures for re-organizing
the United Nations Command in the Congo so thet it might becowe more
effective iy its ‘ell-importent role, and stated that if the Ghanalan trdo;m
in Leopoldville -could .count on the full .support from the United .Nations, I
was certain that they could bring the Force Pu‘nlique in Leopoldville under
‘effective control in one veek. ) :

‘Notping ves done, . Instead the Force Publigue was allowed a free rein
“to run riot, to be fipanced and maiwtaiped by those with vested inmterests
and by colopnialist and imperielist powers, to prevemt the due process of
: —Parliamentafy democracy and, fimally to arrest the Head and other members of the
legitimate central Government end Parlisment of the Congo.

Proposels were then mede to tremsfer the Ghepaelan troops from Leopoldville
to other parts of the Congo. I made it clear that I did not consider this
. a vise move &t &ll, since Leopoldville is the capital of the country snd I
congldered thet 1f law and order were firmly estebliched there, it would
serve as en example :for the rest of the. Congo.

Regardless of my advice once more, the move was carr:led out. A few
days later, Mobutu and his armed bard, morally.end physically, supported. .
" and directed by the Belgisns, chellenged the suthority of the United Nations
forces.in Lecpoldville, ettacked our ;Eﬁbaasy in Lgopo;-Lgivig.lev (egainst all
: diplometic practice), waged verbel wmr egainst Ghana. ané other Ind;epend;ent:
African States wio had come to the ald.of the legitimate Govermment of the
. Congoy. put t}ge legally elected Prime .Miniate:-; Patrice Lumumba ynder house,
-arrest, end finelly ren him to earth, errested him like & eriminel, publicly
humilieted him, locked him up end severely memherdled and maltreated |
CHim. oo e
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Reiterating Ghana's position in the Congo situation, I have now requested the
Becretary-General to consclidate and reinforce the power and autnority of the
United Na%ions in aceordance with the Security Council resolutions on the Congo,
and suggested to him that to do this effectively, the legal Prime Minister,
Patrice Lumumba, must be immediately end unconditionally released from prison, all.
Belglans whe have infllirated back into the Congo to sabotage the independence of
that country must be sacked forthwith and all colonialists who are seeking to
control end dominate the Congo must be eliminated. Unless these conditions are
fulfilled &nd the normel processes of Parliasmentary demqeracy thereby restored,
the tragic mess which will result in the Congo will be the inescejable
responsibility of the United Nations Organization. What is happenlng in the Congo
is a test case for the United Nations. If they fail in their mission there, who
will feel able to place thely faith and confidence in the United Naticns in the
Tuture? 7

In short, there must be immediste United Netions intervention in tae Conge to
foreibly restore law and order.

I have many times declared that the only hope for world peace lies in the
United Hations. Throughout this whole Congo crisis, Ghena and all other
independent Africanicountfiesi in spite of their first-hand knowledge of the evils
of colonialist and imperialist intrigues and the way to deal most effectively with
them, have stood loyally by the United Netions commend. They heve had to stand as
sllent witnesses to imperialist intervention in the internal affairs of the Congo,
forced to turn & blind eye because their orders forbsade them to do otherwise,
watching the ground.being carefully removed from under the feet of the Head of the
Government who had invited them to the Congo and whom they are supposed to he
protecting. A -

It palns me to say that the United Nations has been a bitter disappointment
and has far from justified our hopes. For one reason or another, it has talked,
vacillated, hesitated and delayed until its whole presence and action in the Congo
have been reduced to a farce - and & very expensive farce, at that. At the moment
several States which have contributed tc the ﬁili ry personnel of the United
Netions operation in the Congo are so deeply disillusioned by the United Nations
inability to teke eny constructive action in the Congo, that they have decided ‘o
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withdraw‘their forces. Whilst Ghana sympathizes wi'l;h these nations as far as their
aisappointment in the United Rations is concerned, I neveritheless appea.l -ho them
to reconsider their decision to withdraw their forces from the Congo. Ghana
believes sincerely -that ‘the withdrawal of 'i:he troo,ps will spell immediste doom to
the Congo and will precipitate the .anarchy which all well-meaning countries are
apxlcus to prevent. _ .

If the United Nations trqops are withdrewn from, or forced out of 'hhé Congo,
+1ere will be an imminent. risk of civil war, of.the Spanish type, which could lest
for many. years and would put the Congo back & century or more. If civil var |
broke out, those countries thet have vested interests in the cmmtry will v:le for
power by supplying arms and smmmition to the verious factions taking part s and
this can eventuslly transform the inapparent cold war inte e terrifying hbt war.

It is cbvious thet none of the States whose troops are now serving 151 the
Congo is desircus of pursuing any independent action calculated to worsen the
present situation in the Congo. That is why some of them have inbimated that they
ere prepared to reconsider thelr proposals to withdraw their troops, but pnly on
condition that the United Wations command will cease to be & mere passivef onlocker
to the aets of rampant lawlessness perpetrated by Mobutu and his gang.

The impotence of the United Neticns commend in the Congo is not deliberata.
It hes been imposed upon 1t by the exigencies of those wivh vested interasta in
the country and by coloplelist end imperialist intrigues and sabotage. From the
very beginning of the Congo crisis, I heve warned against the infiltration of the
cold war into Africa via the Congo or elsewhere. With our declared forelgn
policy of positive neutralism and non-aligniment, I have regarded with increesing
suspiéion {he sincerity of forei@: intervention in the Congo. I warned the |
Secretary-General of the United Natioms of my fears in this connéxion in early
Septenber, seying that I believed the situation had been caused by thé fact that
the United Netions aﬁs not in a peosition to enforce law and order which we had
always understood to mean the exlsting lew and constitution. I urged him to
ensure that the sgcurity Council should recensider the position so that -l%he
territorial integrity of the Congo could be preserved without the :Ln'tervgntion of
any countries other than those contributing to the United Netions Force.
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Yeny people would like to meke excuses for the United Nations. Others would
prefer to mince thelr words to please the cers of their economic patronisers.
Neither of these pia.ti‘budes are of any help to this grest world organization which
was crested by men of goodwill end foresight to prevent tribuletion to mankind.

I believe thet only gemuine and constructive crititism of its sction, whether it
be in the Congo or elsevhere, cen meke any valusble contribution to the strength
and purpose of the United Wetions. Only by this meens can 1t realize ite mistekes
and profit by them. I do not doubt the fach that the United Natioms has had meny
difficulties to face in the Congo. Bubt I belleve most emphatically that these
dlfficulties only became unswrmountable because the Unlted Natlons has refused to
surmount them or hes delayed for ao long that other things have stepped in to
prevent it doing so. \

The United Nations has failed to maintein law snd order in the Congo because
vhile it has been standing by wigidly adhering to ite principle of non-intervention
in the inbternszl affeirs of .‘the,éomtry, the Belglens have, under the very nose of
the United Natlons Commend, ecquired stooges and guislings to cerry out a flagrent
and brazen sabotage of Congolese Ind_ependence,r alded and sbebtted by those .whose
Chief and only interest in menkind is exploiteblion end profit, and who hope to
share the Congo booty.

Bub hes the United Nations strictly observed this non-intervertion attitude
throughout? Tt is clear thet it has not.‘ Tt wes the United Nations in fack,
vhich prevented Patrice Lumunba the legal Prime Minister of the Congo Republie,
from entering and using his own radio station. It- was the United Netions which
stood by vhile & rebel, put up as a leader by the Belgilams, took it upon himsel?
to put that Heed of Government under house arrest.

Hed the United Nations forgotten completely' that it went into the Congo to
help the central Govermment, at the request of the Head of that Government y to
maintain lew and order end to uphdld'the' territorial integrity of the country in
the face of foreign intervenbion? If the Unlbed Netions has become confused about
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the origin of its mission to the Congo, how.much more must public opinioil be
confused, egged on by the agents of colonimlism =and imperiailism unmtil it is
begirming to belleve thet the Lragedy of the Congo is essentially o domestic
dispute bebween rival leaders. .

Too much over-simplification is being brought to bear on the interpretetlon of
Article 2 (7) of the Cherter of the United Nations which prohibits in’terﬁerence
in metters which are essentlally within the domestic Jurisdiction of Memiler-states.

The very presence of the United Nations command in the Congo suggeS'!Fs some
degree of interference to which tha lawiul Government of the Congo hee.detli by
Mr. Lumumbe consented before inviting the United Watlons into the Conge. Having
already interfered, therefore, in securing the srbltrary errest of the légitimate'
Prime Minister and the neutrelizebion of the Central Government, how can, the
United Wetlions now decide to remeln inactive? Must ome be led to the conclusion
then, that the United Naetions entered the Congo merely to change the existing
Governmernt in defiance of every conceivable electoral principle? !

The seme Article 2 (7), under which the United Natlons is secking 'tg Justify
its Iinaction, ends by stipulating: "Bubt this principle shall not prejudice the
epplication of enforcement measures under Chapter VII." Chapter VILpoixii‘bs out
that whenever the attention of the Security Council is called ©o The existence of
a "threst to peace, breach of the peace, or act of sggression", the Secu:?'ity Council
ten have recourse of measures of compulsion, despite the fact thal the m:aj:lster is
within the domés‘cic Jurisdiction of any state. }

Now, the question srises: who should call the abttention of the :
Security Council to such a threst to peace? In addition to Member States
of the Organizatlon, the Secretary-General is empovered to pley the role of
an informent. Article 99 says: "The Secretary-General mey bring to the sttention
of the Security Councll eny matter which in his opinion mey threaten the
maintenance of intermational peace and security”.
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If the Secretary~General really believes that the continued detention of
Mr. Patrice Lumrmba: constitutes a threat to peace, in that it can lead to eivil
war waich, in twrn,, could bring sbout a world war, then 1t is for him to recommend
to the Sesurdity Counecil . thatb -sﬁch necessary measures should be teken to settle the
disputes in the Congo. This should be done immediately to salvage United Netions:
prestige, despite rivalries, subterfuges, colonialist and imperislist intrigues
and menoeuvres. .

This, in my opinion, 1s the only method of restoring law and order in the
Congo. For to permit the Belgiane with their Imperialist end colonislist sllies
to continue to support end re-arm Mobutu against Lumumha snd his supporters (and
be assured thet he has many) 1s to defy constitutional authority, to allow -
Belglan power to creep back and to invite the disaster of civil war, i

It is beceuse of this viewpolft that I am beipg charged with officious
intervention in, end meddling with effairs in-the Congo. How can Chans pursue an.
isolationist policy in African affeirs, when she 1s committed to a policy of
African wnity? L. X e P . Coa .

Why, in fact 3 did we gn to the Congo? Why have. we. -gent our men to distant
lends far avey from thelr. fanﬁ.liesi’ e

_ We ave in the Congo becausq the fraedom and . independence of our co-patriots
are st steke. We remembey only too well.the price we paid to secure our owm
freedom and independence. We know, -1;:90,; ‘thet freedom ise umot worth having if it .
has to be surrendered tp,fqre.i@ domination end control..  Whetever form 1t takes.

You will recall, also, thet vhen Ghahe beceme independent in 1957, I = .
proclaimed thet our independence would e me-a.ninglesg unless 1t was linked up
with the totsl liberation of Africa.,. As long as there is a single vestige of | |
colonialism on Africen soll, we must remember thet we ourselves cennot elaim to be
free. What the colonielists and impez:ialists succeed, in doing to our Brothers and
Sisters in the Congo by using stooges and quisliings 1br.‘m are prépered and willing-to
sell their country for a mess of potage, they will not hesitate to repeat in Ghane
end in other parts of Africa.

......
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Tﬁat is why we are exertipg every means In our power, denying ourselves every
comforﬁ if necessery and counting no cost too great, to esslst our brothers in the
Congo. The stand that we have teken, and will contipue to teke in the cﬁngo
eituation can only be understood in the light of our unflinching determination to
Tight all forms of colonialism in Africs.

Fellow Countrymen: i

In order to resolve the present unfortunate impesse in the Congo, I‘ recommend
with ell the sincerity and urgency st wy commend, that the United Natioqs should
teke the following actions, and to do so without a moment's delay: 1

1. To completely dissrm the Mobutu geng end all other non-United F‘Iations

Forces, and to eliminate them from polities. |

2. Te errange for the immedimte and unconditional release of the legal

Prime Minister, Mr. Patrice Lumumba, and of sll other menmbers of hi%s

Government as well es the Members of the legally constituted Parlisment,

who are aiso under arrest. 1

5. To repstore the normel funetioning of the legitimate Governmentj and

the elected Parliament of the Republic of the Conge - in other words, the

Parliament which mede Lumwmba the Prime Minister, and Kasavubu the President,

should be made to reconvene gnd function normelly. i

4. To enforce the immediate evacuation of all Belglen Military Persommel

and Offieciels from the Congo. ‘

5. To assume asuthority, as = temporsry measure, for the internal ‘a.ffairs

of the Congo, to enable law and order to be restored. ‘

6. To arrenge that the United Nations command in the Congo is a,ssigned

1o an experiencea soldler who can teke firm action.

T. To form a United Nations Committee compcsed of Afro-Asian countries to

investigate the sources that a.rev finencing and supplying arms and emmunition

to Mobutu end his geng.

Countrymen: In the event of the United Nations failure to comply with these
proposals in conformity with the provisions of the United Netions chartér, it will
be my bounden duty to secure, with the asslstonce of the other African States s the
esteblishment of en Africen High Commend to take immediate action to re?‘tore lew
end order so that the legel Govermment, headed by Premier Lumumba, can Qperate.

Goodnight.



