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ReBort of the Fifth Comnittee

Rapporteur: Mr. f ,W. CUTTS (AustTalia)

I. Agenda item J8 was considered at the 784th meeting of tbe Fi fth Committee,
the xelevant docurnents being an interirn report (A/l+516, annex ) of the Committee

of Experts on the Revien of the Activities and organization of the Secretariat

\appolnteo unoer General ASSemDIy reso.Lulfon -L.l4o (xLvJ o1 ) lecember L9>9 ) ar-cl

the related observations of the Secretary- General (A/\>16) and the Ad.visory

Conmi.ttee on Adninistrative and Budgetary Questions (A/)+9+).

2, The Secretary-General reported (Al)+5t6, paras. 2 and J) tbat, though General

Assembly resolution f\\6 (XIV) provided for the appointment of a committee of
experts of six members, he had not found it po6sib1e, wlthia that numb€r, to meet

the otber requireoent laid dovn in the General Assembly resolution - that of
satisfactory geographical distrlbution. Ee had therefore, provisiona].ly aDd

subj ect to confiymation by the General Assembly, appointed a committee of eight
lrenbers. Ee sought the Assenblyrs concurrence in that action.

f. i^rbile not questi-oni-Dg the soundness of the Secretary-General I s action, some

delegations considered that it had perhaps beeo unwise to depart from th.e exact

terns of the resolution wlthout prlor reference to tbe Assembly. They asked- wby

the representatives of the Secretary-GeDeral had not poiDted out the aeed for a.

larger nembership vben the iten vas under discussion at the fourteenth session.
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4. The representative of the secretary-Generar said that at the tine of tbe
adoption j.n December f9r9 ot General Assembly resolution 14[5 (XIV) no dj.f,ficu]ty
had been foreseen in appoi.nting a conmittee of six experts on a sati-sfactory
geograpbical basis. rt was onry at the 

'ubsequent stage of consurtation with
Governments that it bad been found difficurt, with a coumltbee rinited to six
menbers, to deet the views of Covernments j-n relatj-on to geographlcal
d-iistribution. Two courses had then been op en to tb.e Secretary-Geoeral: elther to
do nothing, on tbe ground that literaL compliance wlth tbe terms of the resolutlon
vould- have been und,esirabre in an important re6pect, or to appolnt, ona purery
provisi-onal basls and subject to confinlation by the Geoeral Aseembry, a

' membership consistent witb the requirement of geographical d.istri.bution. The
latter course had been fol-lowed, because of the heavy vorume of work avaitlng
the counlttee, but the Geaeral AsBembly was still free to confiru or re.iect the
Sec retary-General ' s provisional decj. sion.
5- rn its lnterin report, the conndttee of xxperts said thst lt conteuplated
holdi.ng two principal sessioDs in New york in the first half of I95I, and
visiting the tru.rop ean office of the united Nations between those sessions; and
further that it hoped to complete its final rq)ort by May f951. A number of
delegations expressed disappointnent tbat tbe report contalned. Bc little of
substance. Tbey recognized. tbat it bad been agreed i-n L9i9 tlnat, the cornmittee
of Experts vould present the rnain body of its findingg and reconeendations in 1961.
Eovever, they had understood tbat the Fi ftb Comoittee vould recelve at the
current (196o) session a progress report identifying the problems to be studled
jointly by tbe Secretary-General and the Expert Conmittee) and outlining tbe
working methods to be followed 1n the review.
6, There vas general support in the Conmittee for the suggestion of the
Comnittee of Experts (All+516, annex, pa?a. 6), which had been endorsed. by the
Advi.sory Conmittee (A/\554, para. i), that, pendi.ng exanination of tbe final
report by the General- Assenbry, tbe various organs of the uni.ted Nations should
not - save 1n cases of rear urgency - propose the initiation of studies or otber
projects involving additions to the budget or to the permanent establiohmeDt of
the Secretariat.



7. SoEe delegationE Buggested. that, apart fron the material presented by the
secretarlat, the conmittee of Expe?ts shourd exandne the obGervatlons concerDj-Dg

the ror:kiDg of the secretariat which. a Dunber of Member states had offered during
the current session of the GeDeral Aesembly including proposals for a revised
structure of the Secretariat designed to repreBent three maln groupings of Member

States. Tho€e delegations also recomnended tbat a 6tudy should be made of ways

and means of stabilizing the regular budget of the Organlzation, as well as of
tbe !o66ible introduction of a special operational budget for tbe flnanclng of
additional progranmes in the econonic and social fields. They urged that close
attention Bbould be given to the probleu of geograpbical dlstrlbution ln the
Secretariat aDd to the related queation of the desirable ratio of career
appointoents to fixed.-tern appointments.

8. Other d.elegatj-ons took the vlew that, according to the terna of reference
as defined in the AsBembly resoLution, the Connittee of Experts had no authorlty
to nake proposals concerning the structure of tbe Secretariat which involved. a
revi- sion of the Charter.

9. The Committee approved. vl-tbout objection the recommendatioD of the Aalvi. sory

Com0i.ttee (A/)+516) for the addj-t1on., as proposed. by the Secretary-Genera}

6lc,Sl8lo), of $5orooo to the appropriation under section I of tbe f961 budget,

to provide for the estinated e:q)ensee of the Coonittee of Eq)erts in that year.

Recommendation of the Coflnittee

10. At its ?Bl+th neeting, the tr'l fth Committee unanimously declded to reconmend

to the Gene al- Assenbly the adoptj-on of the folloviDg draft resolutio!.

ORGANIZATION AND 'irORK OI' TEE SECRETARIAT OF IEE UNITED NATIONS

Ihe General Assembly

I. Take6 note of tbe interlm report of the Connittee of D(pertE on the
1l

Activities and Organization of the Secretariat:/ and the related observatloas of
the Secretary-GeneralE/ aad the Ad.vi sory committee on Administrative and

Budgetary Questions 1:/

Al\516 ald. corr.I, annex.

Al4rr5 8;nd, cor".I.
Al\5r\.
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2. Confirms the provisional d.ecisj.on of the Secretary-General that,
notwithstanding the provisions of laragraph I of General Assembl-y

resolution 1446 (XIV) of ! December !9rg, t]ne conposition of the Comnittee of
Experts 6bou1d be increased from six to eight members.;

t. Endorsee the recommendation of the Comrnittee of Experts that., pending
examination of j-ts flnal report by the General AssembLy, United Natj.ons orgaDs

shoul d not - save in cases of real urgency - propose the initiation of studies
or other projects involving additi.ons to the budget or to the perrnaneat

establ-i- shment of the Secretariat.




