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The meeting -was c a l l e d to order at 7.55 p.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS Ш ANY PART 
OF THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT ' ; /•-
COUNTRIES AND ТЕЖСТОЕЖЗ (agenda item 12) (continued) (E/CN.4/1985/2, 7/Rev.l, 
9 and Add.1, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 44, 54, 57, 58, 6O3 E/CN.4/1985/NGO/4, 8, 13» 
14, 15, 20, 21, 25, 28, 29, 34, 36, 38, 44, 50, 52, 545 E/CN.4/1985/L.12/Rev.l, 30j 
A/39/635, 636) 

x* Mr. SCHIFTER (United States) s a i d that although apartheid might be an extreme 
form of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n based on ancestry, s i m i l a r p r a c t i c e s could be i d e n t i f i e d 
elsewhere, One such case was the presecution of Jews i n the Soviet Union, where 
a n t i - s e m i t i c propaganda was becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y v i r u l e n t i n a l l the mass media. 
Since the media were under State c o n t r o l , they r e f l e c t e d the Government's point 
of view. Soviet anti-semitism had worn d i f f e r e n t l a b e l s ; once described as 
anti-cosmopolitanism, i t had more r e c e n t l y been c a l l e d anti-zionism, but the 
theme and methods remained unchanged. The theme, of an alleged world-wide Jewish 
conspiracy, was taken from that ancient forgery, "The Protocols of the Elders 
of ZIon", while the caricatures of Jews i n Soviet p u b l i c a t i o n s bore a resemblance 
to those which had formerly appeared i n the Nazi p u b l i c a t i o n Per Stümer. The 
ef f e c t s of the a n t i - s e m i t i c propaganda campaign were f e l t throughout Soviet societys 
members of(the general p u b l i c subjected Jews to verbal and sometimes p h y s i c a l 
abuse, c h i l d r e n suffered i n school, Government i n s t i t u t i o n s regarded Jews as not 
being e n t i t l e d to the same r i g h t s as the r e s t of the population and Jews found 
themselves discriminated against w i t h regard to employment and'admission to higher 
education. Such d i s c r i m i n a t i o n was not applied on grounds of a t t i t u d e s or p o l i t i c a l 
b e l i e f s : the persons af f e c t e d were the 2 m i l l i o n c l a s s i f i e d on t h e i r i n t e r n a l 
passports as being of Jewish n a t i o n a l i t y and those assumed to be of p a r t i a l l y 
Jewish ancestry from t h e i r names, the maiden name of t h e i r mothers or t h e i r looks. 
The Soviet Union thus had the equivalent of the "coloureds" of South A f r i c a . . 

2. Under such circumstances, many Jews had accepted t h e i r f a t e , but others had 
reacted by turning towards t h e i r r e l i g i o n and c u l t u r e . In other words, they 
were seeking to derive something p o s i t i v e from the heritage f o r which they were 
persecuted. In 1984, the Soviet State had reacted harshly against such c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i s t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y teachers of Hebrew, A number of them had been convicted 
and sentenced to two to four years' imprisonment, some on the charge of slander 
of the Soviet Union (which often meant t e l l i n g the t r u t h about how that country 
treated i t s Jewish c i t i z e n s ) and others on trumped-up charges such as hooliganism, 
i l l e g a l possession of weapons, possession of drugs or r e s i s t i n g the m i l i t i a . 
I n a d d i t i o n to formal t r i a l s , Jewish c u l t u r a l a c t i v i s t s were a l s o subjected to 
harrassment, i n c l u d i n g administrative j a i l i n g f o r 15-day periods, sentencing to 
several months of c o r r e c t i v e labour, commitment to p s y c h i a t r i c h o s p i t a l s and 
beatings--by p l a i n - c l e t h e s policemen or..gaolers. . One teacher of Hebrew, serving 
a sentence f o r r e s i s t i n g the m i l i t i a , had had an eye gouged out. 

3. The r e s u l t of. the Government's campaign had been to Increase the number of 
Jewish a c t i v i s t s and of Jews eager to leave the Soviet Union. I t was d i f f i c u l t . 
to understand what the Government expected i t s p o l i c y to achieve.. I f the 
i n t e n t i o n was to driv e the Jews outV why were they not allowed-4or einigr^te? 
I f i t was to show c e r t a i n f o r e i g n countries, such as the United States, that 
tense f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s would lea d to Jews being v i c t i m i z e d ? thé r e s u l t was p r e c i s e l y 
the opposite, since human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s by the Soviet Union served .only to 
aggravate i n t e r n a t i o n a l tension, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n respect of r e l a t i o n s between. 
the Soviet Union and the United States. His delegation was therefore c a l l i n g 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n to the matter i n the hope that those who had i t i n t h e i r ; 
power to solve the problem would do so. 
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4. Mr. JAYEWARDEHE (Sri Lanka) said that Sri Lanka had f u l f i l l e d i t s reporting 
obligations: under the human rights covenants and had voluntarily co-operated with 
other United Nations human rights bodies, although i t shared with other delegations 
serious misgivings about the overlapping of procedures within such bodies, the political 
use made of them by interested parties and the selectivity of approach to country 
situations. Both the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities and the Commission had recognized, in relevant resolutions, the efforts 
of the Sri Lankan Government to promote national harmony. 

5= The most important of those efforts had been the A l l Party Conference which had 
lasted from January to December 1984» It had constituted a political negotiating 
process designed to reach and implement a fair, peaceful and durable political 
solution, acceptable to the people of Sri Lanka as a xíhole, which xrould''-achieve a 
greater degree of popular participation at a l l levels of government. Thirty-seven 
o f f i c i a l sessions and over 100 informal meetings had been hold, and two committees 
of experts, one chaired by the Prime Minister and the other by a Sri Lankan Tamil 
Minister, had worked on proposals with a view to achieving a final package. The 
principal Sri Lankan Tamil political organization - the Tamil United Liberation 
Front (TULE), which had associated i t s e l f with the Conference, had indicated i t s 
willingness to accept the proposals in substance and, on the basis of agreement 
between the parties, they had been embodied in draft legislation, including a 
constitutional amendment. Suddenly, after the closure of the Conference, the TULF 
had announced that the proposals were not acceptable. The Government of Sri Lanka, 
surprised and disappointed, had decided not to proceed with the draft legislation, 
although the President was continuing his consultations in pursuit of a political 
solution, and certain amendments relating to a devolution of power at the local 
government level would be implemented throughout the country. It was'significant 
that the terrorists had escalated their activities at crucial stages Of the 
negotiations in order to sabotage the talks. 

6, The Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities 
had expressed the hope that the Government of Sri Lanka would submit information 
about the investigation of incidents of violence. The' prime cause of that violence 
had been the acts of terrorists which' the security forces of Sri Lanka were 
endeavouring to control i n order to protect the human rights of a l l citizens of that 
country, Up to 31 December 1984, 475 persons of a l l ethnic groups including 
282 civilians of whom 179 had been Tamils, had been killed by separatist terrorists. 
A number of prominent people, including the Tamil chief ci v i l i a n administrator of 
the Mulaitivu district, had been abducted, killed after kangaroo trials and their 
bodies displayed on lamp-posts. The terrorists had perpetrated robberies of banks, 
co-operative stores and even school laboratories. They had bombed Buddhist temples 
and Roman Catholic churches and caused explosions at Madras airport and on a railway 
train. Innocent civilians, including groups of peasant farmers and fishermen, had 
been murdered by the terrorists as part of their plan to drive out non-Tamil 
residents from the area they wished to establish as a separate State on racist lines. 

7. The Government had -taken steps to punish those members of i t s security forces 
guilty of offences. A l l the complaints made following the July 1983 disturbances 
had been investigated, 700-high-ranking public officials having been appointed to 
assist the investigating authorities. Proceedings had been initiated against a l l 
persons identified as having been involved in offences. Six hundred and forty-eight 
cases had already been fi l e d and a further 700 were in process of being instituted. 
In the trials which had been concluded, persons convicted had been sentenced to 
various terms of imprisonment, including imprisonment for l i f e . In addition, the 
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Government had taken p o s i t i v e measures to ensure d i s c i p l i n e among service personnel 
and had conducted programmes to inculcate a respect f o r human r i g h t s among them. 
Government lav; o f f i c e r s had delivered a series of le c t u r e s on the subject' to 
m i l i t a r y and p o l i c e personnel. An organization was being set up under the aegis 
of the Human Rights Centre of S r i Lanka and the patronage of lea d i n g p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
to promote respect f o r human r i g h t s among members of the law-enforcement agencies. 
United Nations documents r e l a t i n g to law enforcement and human r i g h t s had been 
translated i n t o n a t i o n a l languages f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n to a l l members of the m i l i t a r y 
and pol i c e s e r v i c e s . The Government had enabled complainants to seek compensation 
f o r l o s s of. property caused by such forces i n the course o f t h e i r operations. 

8. I t vras the fate of democratic and open s o c i e t i e s , such as S r i Lanka, to have the 
offences committed by o f f i c i a l s exaggerated while t h e i r subsequent punishment went 
unnoticed. I t was also the fate of small third-world countries w i t h l i m i t e d 
resources to face a formidable propaganda challenge from well-financed expatriate 
groups, which exploited the c r e d u l i t y of non-governmental organizations and human 
r i g h t s groups with s t o r i e s of alleged a t r o c i t i e s by m a j o r i t i e s against "minorities* 1' 
The aim was to undermine the morale of the s e c u r i t y forces and earn world-wide 
sympathy f o r terrorism. Exceptional s i t u a t i o n s were portrayed as the norm by 
p o l i t i c a l opponents, but i n f a c t the d i s c i p l i n e of the s e c u r i t y forces had as a 
ru l e remained f i r m , as had been demonstrated i n two recent t e r r o r i s t attacks i n which 
a number of policemen and s o l d i e r s had been k i l l e d . The t e r r o r i s t propaganda 
machines and t h e i r sympathizers remained s i l e n t about such i n c i d e n t s . 

9. The Government had encouraged community e f f o r t s towards n a t i o n a l u n i t y and 
tolerance, which were reported i n the l o c a l newspapers. Fundamental human r i g h t s 
were entrenched under a r t i c l e 126 o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n whereby any person who f e l t 
that h i s fundamental r i g h t s had been, or were about to be, v i o l a t e d by Executive 
a c t i o n could invoke the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the Supreme Court. That p r o v i s i o n had been 
invoked on numerous occasions and the Court had i n some instances found f o r the 
complainant. In a recent case, one of the Supreme Court judges had commented that 
the relevant r e g u l a t i o n was unclear-. Within four days of d e l i v e r y of judgement, 
the r e g u l a t i o n had been amended i n accordance w i t h h i s expressed views. Why'did 
those who alleged that human r i g h t s ware v i o l a t e d i n S r i Lanka not u t i l i z e the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l procedures to redress t h e i r grievances? The answer was that such 
a l l e g a t i o n s , which would not stand up i n a court of law, could be exploited i n human-
r i g h t s forums on behalf of p o l i t i c a l causes which could not be won through democratic 
e l e c t i o n s . 

10. His delegation hoped more than anyone else f o r the return o f peace and harmony 
to S r i Lanka. His Government had offered the t e r r o r i s t s an amnesty provided they 
l a i d down t h e i r arms. The atmosphere f o r negotiations to achieve a democratic 
p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n could be created only by an end to terrorism. The Government 
had given a lead towards f i n d i n g a way to;give d i g n i t y to a l l the people.of 
S r i Lanka without d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . Unfortunately, the TULF had succumbed to pressure 
from t e r r o r i s t s and t h e i r confederates abroad. Like many countries i n other parts 
of the world, S r i Lanka faced the challenge o f destroying terrorism o r allowing 
t e r r o r i s m to destroy democracy. 
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11 . In his intervention, the Indian representative had dwelt on the alleged influx 
of refugees into India from Sri Lanka. He was not clear whether the Indian and 
Sri Lankan delegation shared the common definition of refugee which appeared in 
article 1 , paragraph 2 , of the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. It was 
true that the July 1983 disturbances had caused displacement of people. The Government 
had undertaken an elaborate programme of rehabilitation for those affected. That 
situation had now raverted to normal, but another situation had been created by 
terrorist' attacks on civilians in the north-eastern region of Sri Lanka. The 
Government and local non-governmental organizations had taken effective measures to 
deal with that, too. 

12 . With regard to persons leaving Sri Lanka, a distinction must be made between 
economic opportunity seekers and others. For many years, S r i Lanka had suffered from 
the brain-drain of professionally qualified personnel, educated at State expense. 
More recently, with the concurrence of his Government, semi-skilled and unskilled 
workers had l e f t for various parts of the world in search of better-paid employment. 
The present Government, since its election in 1977, had abolished the exit permit 
system so that the constitutionally established freedom to leave and return to the 
country could be exercised. Foreign exchange was available for those leaving the 
country with valid passports. There was thus no barrier to prevent the exodus or 
entry of Sri Lankan nationals. Nevertheless, the figures of refugees quoted by 
the Indian representative must be viewed with caution. Sri Lankan terrorist groups 
were endeavouring to create an a r t i f i c i o ! refugee situation in order to drive a wedge 
between India and Sri Lanka and to exert pressure on New Delhi. He was confident 
that such attempts would f a i l . 

13- S r i Lanka supported the establishment of joint naval patrols in the channel 
separating India and Sri Lanka as a means of maintaining co-operation between the 
two countries. The terrorists were endeavouring to evacuate certain areas in the 
northern province of Sri Lanka, by force and intimidate people into leaving by boat 
for the Indian State of Tamil Nadu. It was perhaps relevant that the vast majority 
of Sri Lankan and Indian Tamils lived peaceably in Sri Lanka in addition to nearly 
8 3 , 0 0 0 persons holding Indian passports who also preferred to remain there. It was 
also relevant that notorious and self-styled terrorist groups freely gave interviews 
to foreign journalists and there were many others whose activities contrasted strangely 
with their status as refugees. India's concern regarding the violence in Sri Lanka 
was vieil known, but the cause of that violence, which was terrorism, was less often 
mentioned. Nevertheless, India was well aware of similar problems at home, as could 
be seen from the description of terrorist tactics on page 2 of the Government of 
India's white paper on the Punjab agitation dated 10 July 1 9 8 4 » The problem of 
entering into a dialogue with terrorism of that type was the same throughout the 
world. 

14 . The Indian representative had referred to security regulations in Sri Lanka; 
similar regulations had been adopted in other countries, including India, as a means 
of combating terrorism, but the Government had sought to mitigate the impact of such 
regulations by a constant assessment of the situation and by arrangements for the 
payment of compensation. He reaffirmed his Government's commitment to a political 
solution to the problem. 

15 . Mr. GUDA (Observer for Suriname), referring to the report by the Special Rapporteur 
of his v i s i t to Suriname (E/CN.4/1985/17* annex V), drew attention to the references 
in paragraphs 4 0 , 41 and 50 to the fact that the highest authorities in the country 
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deeply regretted the summary and arbitrary executions of December 1932 and were 
determined that such events should never recur. Since that date, the political 
situation in general and the human rights situation in particular had improved 
significantly. As stated by the Special Rapporteur (paragraph 6 6 ) , legislation had 
been enacted providing for the establishment of democratic institutions by creating 
a framework for dialogue between the military, the trade unions and the trade and 
industry organizations. As a result of consultations between those parties, a new 
Government had been formed with у mandate for one year, ending 31 December 1 § 8 4 . 
The Government had been entrusted with the task of preparing draft proposals for 
democratic structures for the Republic of Suriname and creating a climate propitious 
to the solution of the socio-economic and financial problems which had resulted from 
the world recession and the suspension by the Netherlands of development assistance. 
In January 1985» at the end•of the mandate o f the interim Government, a new cabinet 
bad been swforn in and a National Assembly established consisting of 31 members, 
comprising 11 representatives of the trade unions, 6 representatives o f the trade and 
industry organizations and 14 representatives of the military. The cabinet was 
accountable to the National Assembly and both bodies had a mandate for a maximum 
period of 27 months. The most urgent task of the National Assembly, which had 
embarked on its duties on 17 January 1 9 8 5 » was the preparation of a constitution 
for the Republic which would ensure optimal popular participation in the decision
making process at various legislativo and executive levels. On the basis of an 
understanding between the- Government and the news media, freedom of the press had 
been restored and at least one daily and two other weekly publications had reappeared 
and three privately-owned radio stations had resumed their broadcasts. The curfew 
had been lifted without further restrictions. 

16 . Another example of the efforts of the Government to improve, the situation had' 
been the -enactment of Decree A-18, of 1С January 198.5» relating to the establishment 
of a National -Institute for Human Rights, which would be competent' to receive, 
investigate and to take independent decisions on human rights matters. It was 
anticipated that the Institute would become operational dtiring April 1985- A 
representative of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, visiting Suriname 
at the invitation of the Government, had told the press that.the human rights situation 
in Suriname had improved significantly since 1982. 

17 . The co-operation received by the Special Rapporteur clearly demonstrated the 
poli t i c a l will and sincerity of the Government with regard to the establishment of 
a genuine-democracy based on respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

18. His delegation had noted with interest the statement by the Netherlands 
representative to the effect that the Netherlands Government was not suggesting that 
Suriname should return to the pre-1980 system. He was sure that the normalization 
of bilateral relations between Suriname and the Netherlands would be facilitated i f 
the Netherlands Government would, like the Special Rapporteur, conclude that a start 
had been made towards democratization. In concluding, he thanked the 
Special Rapporteur for his expression of appreciation of his Government's co-operation 
in the discharge of his mandate. It was encouraging that Mr. Vako had mentioned 
Suriname as an example in that respect to other countries. The people of Suriname 
were convinced that their past sacrifices to build their own society would not prove 
vain. His Government would therefore appreciate the benevolent understanding and 
support of the Governments of member States of the Commission and other States 
genuinely interested in the future -of the Surinamese people. 
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19. Mr. CLEMENT (France) said that agenda item 12 enabled the Commission to 
survey the entire world, not as a judge pronouncing sentence but rather as a 
doctor endeavouring to heal his patient, When human beings were suffering, the 
Commission must seek practical results, avoiding p o l i t i c a l stances, simplistic 
a priori classifications or selective jugements. Respect for human rights began 
by respect for the physical, intellectual and moral integrity of the individual. 
His delegation therefore consistently denounced practices 'which violated that 
integrity by ill—treatment, the curtailing of the free circulation of ideas and 
people or the imposition of limits on artistic or intellectual creativity. Such 
practices were the more reprehensible when they were erected into a. system of 
government and occurred in countries which prided themselves on satisfying a l l 
the needs of their populations, as was unhappily the case in many countries 
which asserted they were republican and democratic. 

20. In E l Salvador, some progress was observable, but gross violations of hi-man 
rights continued. The c i v i l population was s t i l l the object of military action 
through attacks on villages deemed to be providing assistance to the guerrillas.. 
The sinister activities of the death squads, although decreasing, had not ceased. 
Thé guerrilla forces made destructive attacks on economic targets which militated 
against the economic development of the country. The negotiations with pol i t i c a l 
parties, including the FNLN and the FDR, on which President Duarte had embarked, 
must be continued and brought to a. successful conclusion. For several years, his 
delegation had constantly urged that only an over-all negotiated pol i t i c a l 
settlement could bring about a lasting peace which would enable a l l the inhabitants 
of the country to enjoy their human rights. The Contadora Group was also in 
favour of the continuation of the negotiations. Social reforms were necessary and 
agrarian reform should finally be implemented. The renewal of the mandate of the 
Special Rapporteur therefore seemed to be wholly justified, although i t was to be 
hoped that substantial progress could at last be made. 

21. The situation in Guatemala was s t i l l more tragic. Violence had worsened, as 
reliable visitors from various walks of l i f e and countries had publicly testified. 
It seemed that pol i t i c a l rights were constantly disregarded. Repression against 
the Indians, murders, arbitrary imprisonment and acts of torture were common 
practices. People disappeared and the civilian population lived in a state of 
anxiety, while many had had to leave the country. It therefore seemed necessary 
for the Commission to keep the situation of human rights in Guatemala on the 
agenda for its next session. 

22. His delegation was deeply concerned at the extent of human rights violations 
in Afghanistan revealed by the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1985/21). He referred 
in particular, to paragraph 176 of the report, describing the failure to 
co-operate with the International Red Cross, paragraph 180 concerning the appalling 
conditions of imprisonment, and paragraph 187 describing torture as having almost 
assumed the character of an "administrative practice". No arguments about 
interference in the domestic affairs of States or falsification of the facts were 
admissible. Whatever the difficulties encountered by the Special Rapporteur in 
establishing the facts in the face of the authorities' refusal to co-operate 
with him, there were things which could be neither invented nor concealed. No 
reason of State could ever justify such violations of fundamental human rights, 
and his delegation formally asked the responsible authorities to put an end to 
such unworthy practices. 
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2 3 . His delegation deplored the fact that the Special Representative appointed 
by the Commission at its previous session to consider the human rights-situation 
in Iran had not received the co-operation of the Iranian Government. It seemed 
that numerous human rights violations in that country included the violation pf 
the right to l i f e , the practice of torfcure, and arbitrary arrest. Iran, which was 
a party to the International Covenant on Civi l and Po l i t i c a l Rights should .respect 
its provisions concerning the right to a fair t r i a l and to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion. The Commission should renew the Special Representative's 
mandate and hoped that the Government of Iran would extend to him its co-operation. 

24. His delegation was concerned about the human rights situation in Poland arid 
regretted that the Polish Government continued to refuse to co-operate with the 
Secretary-General in the implementation of Commission resolutions 1982/26 and 
1983 / 3 0 . The measures taken by the Government over the preceding two years had 
brought about an improvement in some respects, but that improvement was ttot 
adequate. Arrests had been resumed over recent weeks, and the hoped-for national 
reconciliation had not materialized. The Commission must therefore remain 
wat chf ul. 

2 5 . His delegation was also concerned at the human rights -situation in Cyprus. 
It regretted that the negotiations between the two communities under the aegis 
of the Secretary-General had been suspended and hoped that they could be resumed 
as soon as possible, in order to bring about en improvement in the human rights 
situation. 

26. The numerous human rights violations which the civilian population of Lebanon 
had suffered for a l l too long included indiscriminate attacks which claimed 
innocent lives, massacres, abductions and disappearances. A l l those practices, in 
particular those currently occurring in the south of the country must be. condemned. 
The circle of violence must be broken. 

27. The international community must react against a l l practices which violated 
fundamental human rights wherever they occurred. In that connection, i t could not 
remain indifferent to the conditions in which prisoners-of-war were held, 
particularly those resulting from the war between Iran and Iraq. The recent appeal 
by the President of ICRC for observance of the Geneva Conventions must not be 
ignored. Eis delegation congratulated Mr. w'ako for his general report on summary 
or arbitrary executions (E/CR.4/1985/17) and hoped that the Commission would 
extend Mr. Wako's mandate so that he could pursue his work. It also hoped the 
United Nations would continue its efforts to prevent the large-scale exoduses 
of populations which caused so much human suffering and would organize effective 
measures of assistance to combat famine. 

28. In conclusion, he stressed that his delegation attached importance to the 
protection of those who devoted themselves to the defence of human rights and 
who often paid for their commitment with their liberty, and sometimes their lives. 
The persecution of such persons in various regions, including Eastern Europe, was 
intolerable. The international community should ensure that no one was harassed 
in any manner on account of activities in defence of human rights. The facts 
showed that such protection was necessary and that i t was eminently desirable that 
i t should be made more effective. 



E/CN.4'1985/SR.49 
page 9 

29. Mr. MONTANO (Mexico) expressed h i s delegation's concern that the Commission 
was being converted i n t o an arena of p o l i t i c a l d i s cussion i n which i n d i s c r i m i n a t e 
and unsubstantiated accusations i n v o l v i n g governments and peoples were exchanged. 
In the recent past, the Commission had been apprised of s i t u a t i o n s i n which 
apparently there had been systematic v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . Suddenly, f o r 

• no apparent reason, consideration of the s i t u a t i o n s concerned ceased to be a 
p r i o r i t y matter, no doubt as a r e s u l t of negotiations outside thé Commission's 
ambit, At the same time, h i s delegation was concerned to note that the Commission . 

• was g i v i n g up the c r i t e r i a of a n a l y t i c a l r i g o u r , and l e g a l meticulousness i n dealing 
with cases. The Commission was too f l e x i b l e i n admitting information which was 
frequently p o l i t i c a l l y motivated, and d i s t o r t e d the f a c t s . Very often, when 
governments exercised t h e i r r i g h t of r e p l y , the unsubstantiated nature of the 
charges against them was c l e a r l y revealed. 

3 0 . Every i n s t i t u t i o n needed i t s тет_егз to engage from time to time i n an honest 
and s e l f - c r i t i c a l a n a l y s i s of i t s functions and a e t i v i c i e s . The f o r t i e t h anniversary 
of the United Nations afforded an opportunity f o r mature r e f l e c t i o n at a high 
p o l i t i c a l l e v e l on the future of the m u l t i l a t e r a l organizations. The Mexican 
Government had c o n s i s t e n t l y supported those bodies, but was concerned at t h e i r 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y and f r a g i l i t y , f o r which the members themselves were responsible. 
The States must appreciate the f u l l extent of those shortcomings and take 
appropriate measures to deal with them. A l l members of the Commission knew t h a t 
matters of such serious p o l i t i c a l and l e g a l s i g n i f i c a n c e should prompt an o v e r - a l l 
a n a l y s i s of the f a c t s submitted. Facts d i d not occur i n a vacuum, they took place i n 
a network of circumstances which frequently went beyond the a c t u a l matters under 
review. Account must be taken of the h i s t o r i c a l , p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , economic and 
c u l t u r a l complexities of s o c i e t i e s going through periods i n which human r i g h t s were 
undeniably being t o t a l l y disregarded. Although that d i d not mean condoning 
v i o l a t i o n s , those analysing the s i t u a t i o n should not presume to impose preconceived 
patterns which only served to d i s t o r t the t r u t h . His delegation was ready to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n any exercise which would lead to a c a r e f u l r e v i s i o n of the alias 
and objectives of the. Commission. He expressed the hope t h a t , through the good 
o f f i c e s Of the Chairman, p o s i t i v e action could be taken i n that d i r e c t i o n . 

31 . A year previously the Commission had decided, i n the l i g h t of the p o l i t i c a l 
changes i n Argentina, not to keep the human'' r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n that country on 
i t s agenda. Subsequent events had proved that the pledge given by the Foreign 
M i n i s t e r of Argentina on that occasion had not been mere empty words: the 
new a u t h o r i t i e s had embarked on a vigorous course of a c t i o n to strengthen the 
country's democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s and restore i t s long t r a d i t i o n o f protecting 
human r i g h t s . By v i r t u e of i t s mandate, the Commission should recognize the 
e f f o r t s made by governments to change the s i t u a t i o n a f t e r such dark periods. 

32. His delegation a l s o welcomed, as an encouraging s i g n i n L a t i n Ameriôa, the 
return of the people and Government of Uruguay to that country's long and noble 
democratic t r a d i t i o n s . The p o l i t i c a l t r a d i t i o n s of many Latin-American countries, 
which had been b r u t a l l y undermined i n recent years, were now re-emerging with 
renewed vigour. That was no, mere chance - such t r a d i t i o n s were ah i n t e g r a l p a r t ' 
of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y , and i t was c l e a r that the r e s o r t to authoritarianism 
had only negative r e s u l t s on the p o l i t i c a l development of Latin-Amerioan c o u n t r i e s . 
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33. During 1984. the Contadora Group had continued to work f o r regional 
detente. So f a r , the nine countries of the region had shown a capacity f o r 
dealing c o n s t r u c t i v e l y with obstacles which would otherwise have been insuperable* 
The Grpup was conscious that i t s t i l l required to make considerable progress to 
complete i t s task, but was continuing i t s e f f o r t s . 

34. The Central American region with which Mexico was c u l t u r a l l y , economically 9 

socially.'.and p o l i t i c a l l y integrated, wa.3 passing through a period which required 
c a r e f u l thought,by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The f r a g i l i t y of the balance 
that had been achieved i n the area demanded a cautious approach on the part o f 
the strongest nations. Otherwise, the dispute,would become a forum f o r the 
discussion of i n t e r e s t s a l i e n to the concerns of those d i r e c t l y involved. The 
p o l i t i c a l events i n Central America were not outside the scope of the agenda item, 
I f an open confrontation occurred, the people i n the region would s u f f e r i t s 
d i r e c t e f f e c t s . His delegation was convinced that, under the terms of i t s 
mandate, the Commission was empowered to consider the c o n f l i c t i n Central America 
and that, by demonstrating s o l i d a r i t y , i t could contribute to i t s solution". 

35« With regard to the information on Guatemala provided by the Special Rapporteur 
(E/CN;4/1985/Ï9), he pointed out that from 13 to 17 February, the High Commissioner 
fo r Refugees had c a r r i e d out an exhaustive v i s i t to the refugee campa1 In • 
southern Mexico and had observed that, through the e f f o r t s of the Mexican 
Government and UNHCR representatives, the programme to relocate the refugees had 
been V i r t u a l l y completed under the supervision of UNHCR. Both the Mexican and 
Guatemalan Governments had taken the immutable de c i s i o n that any r e p a t r i a t i o n of 
refugees must be subject to the wishes of the i n d i v i d u a l s concerned. 

36. His delegation was glad to learn from the f i r t a l report of the Commission's 
Special Representative (E/CN.4/1985/18) that measures had been adopted i n 
E l Salvador which had le d to an improvement i n the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n there. 
Nevertheless, i t was a matter of concern that the operations of the armed forces 
continued to claim many l i v e s among the c i v i l i a n population and that the attacks 
by the rebel forces were syst e m a t i c a l l y d i r e c t e d against the economic 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of the country, thus not only immediately a f f e c t i n g the people's 
enjoyment of t h e i r economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s but a l s o i n f l i c t i n g damage which 
might prove to be i r r e p a r a b l e . He r e i t e r a t e d h i s Government's view that dialogue 
was the only way to f i n d a formula f o r n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . In that connection, 
i t welcomed the recent h i g h - l e v e l discussion between President Duarte and h i s 
representatives and those of the two g u e r r i l l a groups and the s e t t i n g up of a 
j o i n t body to study peaee proposals. He was confident that the dialogue would 
continue i n a serious and r e a l i s t i c manner so that an o v e r - a l l g l o b a l and 
negotiated s o l u t i o n would bring an e a r l y end to the armed str u g g l e . His delegation 
also welcomed the recent measures accepted by both s i d e s to humanize the war, 
such as the exchange of prisoners and the truce oyer the Christmas and New Year 
periods. Progress i n that d i r e c t i o n should be maintained with the co-operation 
of the humanitarian organizations c u r r e n t l y involved. 

37. In conclusion, he requested that the-document e n t i t l e d the "Cartagena 
Declaration" should be c i r c u l a t e d to members of.the Commission. The document was 
the r e s u l t of a meeting convened j o i n t l y by the President of Colombia and UNHCR 
and dealt with ;the concern of nine L a t i n American countries about the seriousness of 
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the refugee problem. The Declaration constituted an important c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
humanitarian law. He paid t r i b u t e to the work of the UNHCR f o r the refugees i n 
the region and to t h e i r assistance i n f i n d i n g l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n s to the problem, 

38. Mr. DAOUDY (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the observers at the Commission 
included the representative of an authority which had made the v i o l a t i o n of 
human r i g h t s i n Arab t e r r i t o r i e s i n t o a p o l i c y . The destruction wrought by 
I s r a e l i n any country i t entered was demonstrated c l e a r l y i n the case of 
southern Lebanon, where the population was subjected to massacres and acts of 
genocide that made no d i s t i n c t i o n between young and o l d or men and women. 
Moreover, those acts were being perpetrated i n f u l l view of the whole world, 
and I s r a e l was proudly showing on t e l e v i s i o n both at home and abroad pictures 
of lacerated bodies, destroyed houses, e n c i r c l e d v i l l a g e s and hundreds of 
prisoners t i e d to each other and dragged along l i k e c a t t l e . How could the 
I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s j u s t i f y what they were doing i n southern Lebanon? Was i t 
wrong f o r the population to f i g h t against the kind of occupation i n f l i c t e d on 
i t and to i n s i s t on l i v i n g as free c i t i z e n s i n t h e i r own country? The f a c t was 
that the Begin-Sharon-Eban t r i o had planned the invasion and awaited an opportunity 
to carry i t out. As the I s r a e l i j o u r n a l i s t , Mr. Ury Avneri, had written on 
13 January 1983, " i t has become c l e a r that the e n t i r e war i n Lebanon was founded 
on a l i e - the Begin Government l i e d to the people, to Parliament and to the army". 
The a t r o c i t i e s committed by the I s r a e l i s during the 33 months they had been i n the 
Lebanon should appear as separate items on the Commission's agenda so that the 
proper lessons might be drawn from the examples of I s r a e l i b a r b a r i t y . The I i 3 t 
showed what the p o l i t i c a l , m i l i t a r y , economic and other a i d provided by the 
United States achieved when given to a Z i o n i s t Government, c l o s e l y resembling 
the abhorrent régime i n South A f r i c a . 

39. Nothing i n h i b i t e d the o f f i c e r s and men of the invading I s r a e l i array i n t h e i r 
attacks on the c i v i l i a n population. But were not the acts of the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s 
i n southern Lebanon merely the continuation of what had been taking place since 
the invasion started? How did the Sabra and C h a t i l a massacres d i f f e r from what 
was happening i n southern Lebanon? The Herald Tribune of 2 and 3 March 1985 and 
Le Monde of 5 and б March 1985 contained accounts of I s r a e l i r a i d s on v i l l a g e s , 
accompanied by the desecration and sometimes de s t r u c t i o n of mosques. Furthermore, 
when French forces serving with the United Nations Interim Force i n Lebanon had 
t r i e d to protect the c i v i l i a n population, the I s r a e l i s o l d i e r s had l e v e l l e d t h e i r 
guns a t them and the I s r a e l i M i n i s t e r of Defence, i n a statement to the Knesset, 
had described the French s o l d i e r s as "bastards", a term subsequently repeated i n 
a broadcast by I s r a e l i r a d i o , which c l e a r l y showed that the M i n i s t e r had d e l i b e r a t e l y 
intended to i n s u l t the French forces, the United Nations and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. 

40. I t was i n s t r u c t i v e to hear the observer f o r I s r a e l t a l k i n g about nazism. 
Perhaps he thought that the h i s t o r y of Zionism was not f a m i l i a r to h i s l i s t e n e r s . 
Yet when Mr. Begin had f i r s t v i s i t e d the United States, a group of prominent Jews, 
Including Albert E i n s t e i n , had written a l e t t e r to the Hew York Times saying that 
the p o l i t i c a l party headed by Begin was akin i n i t s organization, methods and 
p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y to the Nazi and F a s c i s t p a r t i e s . Another leader of modern 
I s r a e l , Shamir, had belonged t o a group commonly c a l l e d the Stern gang, which had 
endeavoured to form an a l l i a n c e with H i t l e r on the basis of the desire of the 
German Reich, to r i d Europe of Jews, and i t s own wish f o r the establishment of a 
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Jewish S^i^Ia^I^^í^s..,íUggeefcéd.,that such a State,, .pound by tre.aty to the 
Reich, ..could çqntriby^e .to the maintenance and strengthening of German., i n t e r e s t s 
i n thé Near East." In other words s the neo-Nazi group of which Mr. Shamir had 
been.,a., leader bad been p e r f e c t l y ready to co-operate ..with,, the Nazis.. But-
circumsta^ces.changed,and a t t i t u d e s with them. 

41. I t was.noticeable that , ,whenever I s r a e l stood condemned by .international 
public opinion, a s p i n . the case of Lebanon, i t brought up the question of the 
p o s i t i o n of.the Jews i n S y r i a or the Soviet Union,. But i n r e a l i t y , thé Jewish 
community rip S y r i a was doing w e l l and did not need I s r a e l as i t s .defender. 
Syrian.Jews enjoyed a l l the r i g h t s of other c i t i z e n s , i n c l u d i n g freedom, of 
movement, the r i g h t to acquire property,and to exercise a l l the libéral professions. 
They were i n f a c t c i t i z e n s l i v i n g i n t h e i r own country, S y r i a . The s i t u a t i o n ,pf 
Syrian Jew3 was v a s t l y better than that of tine АгаЬз i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s 
or i n Israel., I t was better even than that of the Sephardic Jews i n I s r a e l , who 
were not treated on an equal f o o t i n g with .the Ashkenazim* 

42. Mr. SYTENKO (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) said that one.of the most 
dangerous and widespread forms of gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n recent times 
was ..the p o l i c y of State•terrorism which used binds of mercenaries against a number 
of young, independent countries i n A s i a , A f r i c a and L a t i n 'America. That p o l i c y 
was being pursued 'by,the r a c i s t regime of South A f r i c a as... a. weapon not only against 
i t s indigenous inhabitants but a l s o f o r aggression against neighbouring A f r i c a n 
countries. A s i m i l a r p o l i c y was being used by the United States against the 
freedom-loving, people of Nicaragua. Another v i c t i m of i m p e r i a l i s t aggression,was 
the independent, democratic countt-y of Afghanistan, Indeed, whole armies of 
mercenaries, w e l l equipped with m i l i t a r y hardware, were conducting operations on 
the-scale of real,^undeclared wars. Such..bands k i l l e d peaceful citizens,,blew 
upeponpmic f a c i l i t i e s ahd ,geneir|aiiy spread t e r r o r , death and destruction,J Such 
was the new weapon, the " r a d i c a l means" extensively used by the perpetrators., of 
p o l i c i e s of,racism and imperialism. 

43» .Delegations from a number of Western countries, were using the Commission f o r 
the unseemly purpose,.of conducting a provocative and slanderous campaign against 
Afghanistan, i n an'attempt, to conceal the f a c t that Afghanistan.had r e s o l u t e l y 
embarked ..on a, course pf- independence.and•progress i n v o l v i n g r a d i c a l 4 a n d democratic 
changes-to-safeguard human rights., They passed ever i n .ailence..the- undeclared 
war which had been waged f o r a number of years by whole armies of mercenaries 
against that,sovereign country. 

44. The i m p e r i a l i s t mercenaries had done s u b s t a n t i a l damage: they had destroyed 
2,000 school bui3.dings, scores of h o s p i t a l s , 906 farmers 1 co-operatives and 
14,000 kilometres,.pf téléphone; l i n e s , i n - a d d i t i o n to numerous bridges,. The d i r e c t 
damage they* had inflicted-.exceeded 35 b i l l j l o n afgtian.iSj or approximately 
$US 80C miiliçn. In t h e i r attacks on v i l l a g e s and; c i t i e s , the. bandit..groups, did 
not, spare c h i l d r e n , women or the e l d e r l y . : They f i l l e d I n wells and poisoned, 
l i v e s t o c k in^.aii attempt, to i n t i m i d a t e the ̂ people and compel, .the dejepcratically 
elected .Government .to turn from i t s : спезеп course. i R e s p o n s i b i l i t y .for 'the. crimes 
committed, by the mercenaries i n Afghanistan l a y with those.whq had trained and. 
equipped them,. I t had been c l e a r l y established ; that the : undeclared, war jjad v 

s t a r t e d immediately a f t e r ,the 1978 A p r i l RèypJLutîpn. ijv, Áfj^niá*;^^.^ As ..еаДу . fgL, 
June 1978, a symposium of the Supreme Command of NATO, held i n Annapolis, Maryland, 
had decided to embark upon the extensive use of bands of Afghan mercenaries. It 
had been recently stated i n the Congressional Quarterly that, by 1979, the bands 
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were r e c e i v i n g regular f i n a n c i a l assistance. A recent a r t i c l e i n the 
Washington Post had spoken of the CIA operation i n Afghanistan as the l a r g e s t 
united States covert operation since the V i e t Nam war. By 1985, Congress had 
earmarked $US 250 m i l l i o n f o r that purpose. Expenditure on the maintenance of 
the mercenaries and f i n a n c i n g of t h e i r m i l i t a r y operations against Afghanistan 
exceeded $US 600 m i l l i o n . According to the Associated Press, the united States 
Congress had established a s p e c i a l group to monitor the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
United States a i d to Afghan counter-revolutionaries, who were being t r a i n e d not 
only i n countries bordering Afghanistan, but also i n the United States i t s e l f . 
Proposals were under study to organize d i r e c t drops of equipment by the 
United States A i r Force to mercenary bands operating i n s p e c i f i c regions of 
Afghanistan. In the f i n a n c i a l year beginning 1 October 1985, they were to 
receive equipment costing h a l f a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s . 

45. Such was the t r u t h about the crimes being committed against Afghanistan 
by the mercenary bands and t h e i r overseas patrons. There was n a t u r a l l y not a 
word about i t i n the s o - c a l l e d "report" of Mr. Ermacora (E/CN.4/1985/21). The; 

i n t e n t i o n of that document was. not to present the t r u t h , but to conceal the 
r e a l f a c t s and d i v e r t public opinion from the undeclared war being conducted by 
imperialism against Afghanistan. The report was concocted e n t i r e l y on the basis 
of slanderous a l l e g a t i o n s f i l l e d with hatred and anger against that democratic 
and sovereign State. I t was noteworthy that Mr. Ermacora's f a b r i c a t i o n s had 
reached the i m p e r i a l i s t press before h i s report had been seen by members of the 
Commission. The Soviet Union f u l l y supported the Government of Afghanistan, 
which had refused to have anything to do with the Special Rapporteur. The use 
of the report f o r i m p e r i a l i s t propaganda against Afghanistan was ample j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
of such â p o s i t i o n . The report was a blot on the Commission's record. Remarkably, 
Mr. Ermacora d i d not conceal h i s adherence to á well-known revanchist and neo-Nazi 
organ. As stated i n the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung of 25 February 1985, he 
had i n that month addressed a meeting i n Munich appealing to those « i . e . 
H i t l e r i t e s - who had suffered from i n j u s t i c e not to be s i l e n t but to claim t h e i r ' 
r i g h t s to self-determination. Such revanchist a c t i v i t i e s on the part of the 
Special Rapporteur deserved condemnation. His delegation favoured thé immediate • 
cessation of Mr. Ermacora's ehameful a c t i v i t i e s aimed at inadmissible Interference 
i n the domestic a f f a i r s of a sovereign State. 

46. À s i m i l a r undeclared war by mercenaries was being waged against the 
non-aligned country of Nicaragua. Monstrous crimes and acts of vandalism were 
being committed there by bands of hired assassins who had been i n the Service of 
the former d i c t a t o r Somoza. A f t e r the v i c t o r y of the Sandinist People's Republic, 
they had transferred to the s e r v i c e of the United States Special Forces..and,. a c t i n g 
under i n s t r u c t i o n s from Washington, they were endeavouring by means of mass murders 
to sow panic among the population, undermine the Nicaraguan economy and pave ...the 
way f o r invasion by United States forces. The v i c t i m s of the t e r r o r promoted by 
the United States Administration - how numbered over 12,000, p r i n c i p a l l y farmers who; 
were members of co-operatives. The number of victims had sharply increased a f t e r 
Washington had given the bands professional advice about the most e f f i c i e n t ways 
of committing t e r r o r i s t a c t s . In October 1 9 З 4 , the Associated Press had published 
a secret CIA t e x t f o r the "contras" on psychological operations i n p a r t i s a n warfare. 
About that document, the Washington Po3t had w r i t t e n that i f the only way of 
d i v i d i n g the Nicaraguan people from the Government was by e n l i s t i n g c r i m i n a l s to • 
brainwash them and to k i l l o f f i c i a l s , then, as i n V i e t Nam; the United States was 
waging an unjust war f o r unjust causes. 
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47. The bands of mercenaries were financed and t r a i n e d i n s p e c i a l camps i n -States 
bordering Nicaragua. Their p r i n c i p a l targets were peaceful v i l l a g e s , a g r i c u l t u r a l 
co-operatives and passenger transport v e h i c l e s . In the second h a l f of January alone, 
they had k i l l e d 59 persons, wounded 29 and abducted 53»' Depredations were greatest i n 
San Juan de Lima, San Rafael d e l Norte, Rio Branco and other inhabited points along the 
border with Honduras. The a c t i o n of the mercenaries were i n c r e a s i n g l y assuming the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of mere banditry. A d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the way they operated had 
recently been published i n the New Statesman. Since November 1981, when the contras 
had received from the CIA t h e i r f i r s t instalment of $19 m i l l i o n , they had been waging 
a systematic campaign of t e r r o r against the population of Nicaragua. Their numbers 
fluct u a t e d between 15,000 and 20,000 and they consisted of Somoza National Guard, 
members whose crimes during the period up to 1979, when the Sandinista Revolution 
occurred, were we l l documented. They were being t r a i n e d by o f f i c e r s of the 
United States Special Forces at over 25 bases i n Honduras and Costa Rica, as w e l l as i n 
m i l i t a r y academies i n the Panama Canal Zone and i n the United States i t s e l f . Bands i n 
the northern part of Nicaragua were supplied by a i r c r a f t purchased, maintained and 
frequently p i l o t e d by CIA agents. Such agents also d i r e c t e d the attacks of contras on 
neighbouring regions. Contras received i n t e l l i g e n c e from CIA spy a i r c r a f t , from the 
United States National Security Agency and from land, sea and a i r s t a t i o n s f o r r a d i o 
i n t e r c e p t i o n supplied with the l a t e s t e l e c t r o n i c equipment. Such were the crimes being 
committed by the mercenaries and t h e i r masters i n t h e i r undeclared war agianst 
Nicaragua. 

48. S i m i l a r bands were being used by South A f r i c a as a s t r i k e force to carry out a 
po l i c y of t e r r o r and mass v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s . In Namibia, the notorious 
52nd b a t t a l i o n , which p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t e r r o r i s t a c t i o n s , was composed p r i n c i p a l l y of 
mercenaries. In southern Angola, s i m i l a r crimes were being committed by the counter
revolutionary Unitá groups, and i n Mozambique, mercenary bands i n the service of, the 
r a c i s t Mozambique National Resistance were k i l l i n g peaceful c i t i z e n s , destroying stocks 
of food, blowing up bridges and generally attacking economic f a c i l i t i e s . 

49. ïhe object of the p o l i c y of State terrorism was to undermine the p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e g r i t y of newly-independent countries, destroy t h e i r economies and ultimately, 
deprive t h e i r peoples of freedom and independence. I t had frequently been condemned by 
the General Assembly, most recently i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 39/159- The Commission could not 
remain i n d i f f e r e n t to a p o l i c y which used whole armies of i m p e r i a l i s t and ràcl'âf 
mercenaries as weapons pf mass des t r u c t i o n . I t must condemn such a p o l i c y and adopt 
measures to ensure that i t ceased to be employed. 

''5"0. Mr. Charry Samper (Colombia) took the c h a i r . 

511'»1 Mr. ROSALES {Observer f o r E l Salvador) said t h a t , i n h i s inaugural address, 
President Duarte had stated h i s i n t e n t i o n of f i g h t i n g i n d e f a t i g a b l y against the abuse 
of a u t h o r i t y , acts of violence by extremists and the death squads. Those words had 
been t r a n s l a t e d i n t o a s e r i e s of s p e c i f i c measures w i t h i n a few days of h i s 
inauguration. The most important of those measures were: the establishment of a 
Vice-Ministry f o r Public Security; the disbanding i n various State organs of teams of 
bodyguards; placing of p r i v a t e s e c u r i t y u n i t s under the d i r e c t c o n t r o l of the 
V i c e - M i n i s t r y f o r Public S e c u r i t y ; the a b o l i t i o n of the i n t e l l i g e n c e s e c t i o n of the 
treasury p o l i c e , which had been the object of serious accusations;~ establishment of an 
ad hoc committee to i n v e s t i g a t e various p o l i t i c a l crimes which had caused p u b l i c outcry 
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and the appointment of four further members by an executive agreement dated 
9 November 1984; the recent appointment of the members of the Committee to Review the 
Administration of J u s t i c e by President Duarte, The cr e a t i o n of an I n s t i t u t e of 
Criminal Investigation was set up which would strengthen the j u d i c i a l system i n respect 
of the s c i e n t i f i c c o l l e c t i o n of evidence; the issuance by the President's O f f i c e of 
s t r i c t i n s t r u c t i o n s that the a i r force should avoid causing l o s s of l i f e among the 
c i v i l i a n population, although i t was d i f f i c u l t to d i s t i n g u i s h groups of c i v i l i a n s who 
l i v e d with the g u e r r i l l a s and whom the l a t t e r made use of as screens when confrontations 
occurred. 

52. The Salvadorian Human Rights Commission had been given unlimited support f o r i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s which included: (a) i n q u i r i e s i n t o complaints about human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s i n general and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , with regard to the r i g h t to l i f e , p h ysical 
i n t e g r i t y and l i b e r t y ; (b) regular v i s i t s to penal i n s t i t u t i o n s to monitor observance 
of the r i g h t s of detainees; inspections i n various detention centres to i d e n t i f y 
i n d i v i d u a l s and ensure that they had been l e g a l l y imprisoned, or i f such was not the 
case, : that they were released; and (c) ensuring that proceedings before military 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g magistrates were conducted i n accordance with the law. 

53. Series of t a l k s and lectures on human r i g h t s under the auspices of the Human 
Rights Commission were given p e r i o d i c a l l y to s e c u r i t y bodies and m i l i t a r y u n i t s . The 
Inte r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross and the Salvadorian clergy were c o l l a b o r a t i n g 
i n that task. 

54- With regard to the dissemination of knowledge about human r i g h t s , a j o i n t 
committee had been set up comprising members of the Human Rights Commission and the 
Mi n i s t r y Of Education t o develop a comprehensive curriculum covering the e n t i r e f i e l d 
of human r i g h t s , with p a r t i c u l a r reference to l e g i s l a t i o n , , f o r use i n schools at the 
primary, secondary and u n i v e r s i t y l e v e l s and i n other sectors, such as the s e c u r i t y 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . With a view to monitoring observance of human r i g h t s more e f f e c t i v e l y , 
the Human Rights Commission had rec e n t l y set up regional o f f i c e s i n the c i t i e s of 
Santa Ana, San Vicente and San Miguel. The Human Rights Commission was working 
e f f e c t i v e l y by disseminating information about human r i g h t s and using i t s influence i n : 

i n d i v i d u a l cases. I t s work contrasted with that of c e r t a i n organizations which, 
under the pretext of keeping l i s t s , were engaged i n disinformation i n order to 
d i s c r e d i t the Government of E l Salvador. Such organizations devoted themselves to 
propaganda i n favour of subversive groups of the extreme l e f t and, f a r from making a 
con t r i b u t i o n to the respect f o r human r i g h t s , encouraged s o c i a l confrontation by 
f a i l u r e to c r i t i c i z e t e r r o r i s t actions c a r r i e d out by l e f t i s t s with supplies and 
weapons from the communist bloc v i a Cuba and Nicaragua. 

55- President Duarte had come to power by popular vote i n a free and democratic 
e l e c t i o n i n which various p o l i t i c a l options had been off e r e d . He exercised that power 
w i t h i n the l i m i t s prescribed by the P o l i t i c a l C o n stitution of E l Salvador, which was 
also an expression of the w i l l of the people. In i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g democracy i n 
E l Salvador, the Government had to overcome serious Obstacles, i n c l u d i n g armed 
clashes between the Salvadorian army and g u e r r i l l a groups. The former were f u l f i l l i n g ; 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n of the sovereign State to maintain order and n a t i o n a l 
s e c u r i t y , while the r a d i c a l groups were seeking power by v i o l e n t means i n order to 
e s t a b l i s h a d i c t a t o r s h i p and destroy c i v i l l i b e r t i e s . At the same time, the 
Government had to contend c o n t i n u a l l y with the death squads organized by the extreme 
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r i g h t , which were h o s t i l e t o change and wished to return to a s i t u a t i o n of unjust 
privilege. Both p a r t i e s of extremists exercised the same negative influence on the 
establishment of democracy. 

56; Turning to the report on the s i t u a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n E l Salvador 
(E/CN¿4/1985/l8), he said that the Commission's Special Representative, i n r e f e r r i n g 
i n many paragraphs to an improvement i n the s i t u a t i o n , had done no more than bear 
witness to the r e a l f a c t s which others, out of malice, refused to recognize. His 
delegation would prefer not to make i t s c r i t i c i s m of the report p u b l i c f o r thé time 
being. I t would, of course, continue to co-operate with the Special Representative,' 
given the Commission's recognition of the p o l i t i c a l w i l l of the Government i n human 
r i g h t s matters. However, h i s delegation emphatically refuted the subjective 
judgements c f the Special Representative, i n p a r t i c u l a r those based on manipulated 
evidence'or evidence from partisan sources. With regard to the legitimacy of the 
Special Representative's mandate, he r e i t e r a t e d the reservations which h i s Government 
had c o n s i s t e n t l y expressed and reaffirmed that the Special Representative had been 
admitted i n t o the country s o l e l y i n h i s personal capacity as a Spanish c i t i z e n . 

57 « The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had been witness to the o f f e r of p o l i t i c a l dialogue 
w i t h i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l framework which President Duarte had made at the 
t h i r t y - n i n t h session of the General Assembly. Unfortunately, the armed opposition 
had f a i l e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y during the second round of t a l k s , to respond to the 
Government's'offer and had made demands which were not consonant with the current 
p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t i e s that had re s u l t e d from various popular referenda and a se r i e s of 
far-:.-eachIñg economic and s o c i a l reforms. If the armed opposition b a s i c a l l y d i d not 
want to engage i n dialogue, f u r t h e r t a l k s would be p o i n t l e s s . However, h i s Government 
nourished the hope that, at some future point, the opposition would show more 
considération f o r the de s i r e of the Salvadorian people f o r peace. By that term, h i s 
delegation meant peace di r e c t e d towards the co n s o l i d a t i o n of the democratic system, 
including' complete respect f o r human r i g h t s . 

58. In conclusion, he sai d that various p a r t i e s with d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c a l philosophies' 
were p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the e l e c t i o n s to be held on 31 March 1985 f o r members of the 
l e g i s l a t i v e assembly and of the 262 municipal councils i n E l Salvador. While some 
expatriates were seeking to break down s o c i e t y , other representative forces were 
working towards cohesion and the r u l e of law. E l Salvador was demonstrating i t s 
resolve to achieve the obj e c t i v e of democratization and he was confident t h a t , i n 
future e l e c t i o n s , the armed opposition would come to appreciate the valué of a 
competitive, democratic and f a i r e l e c t i o n . 

59. ' 'Ms. GU Y i j i e (China) said that her delegation had read with a t t e n t i o n 
Mr. Ermacbra's informative and obj e c t i v e report on the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
Afghanistan (E/CN.4/1985/21). In s p i t e of numerous r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the 
Commission,•the s i t u a t i o n i n that country had been d e t e r i o r a t i n g unabatedly. under 
the domination of the occupying troops, a l l the human r i g h t s of the Afghan people, 
i n c l u d i n g ; t h e basic r i g h t to l i f e were being s e r i o u s l y v i o l a t e d . The Inhabitants, 
were i n c r e a s i n g l y the v i c t i m s of mopping-up operations, beatings and executions., ; The 
prisons were crowded with c i v i l i a n s who were subjected to every form of inhuman 
treatment. E s p e c i a l l y noteworthy was the persecution of p a t r i o t i c i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 
Seventy per cent to 80 per cent of experienced u n i v e r s i t y teachers had e i t h e r become 
refugees or had been imprisoned, or even murdered. The number of students i n 
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Kabul University had decreased from 15,000 to 4,000. The seriousness of the s i t u a t i o n 
was i l l u s t r a t e d by the well-known f a c t that nearly one quarter of the country's 
population had had to f l e e from t h e i r homeland. 

60. The Chinese Government and people deeply sympathized with the s u f f e r i n g s of the 
heroic people of Afghanistan. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, and i n p a r t i c u l a r the 
Commission, was e n t i r e l y j u s t i f i e d i n showing concern f o r the long-standing s i t u a t i o n 
of mass v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n Afghanistan. Her delegation was i n favour of 
the Commission extending the mandate of i t s Special Rapporteur and keeping the matter 
under review. 

61. Mr. KHMEL (Ukrainian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) s a i d that despite the impressive 
and welcome changes that had occurred over the past few years with regard to the. 
protection of the r i g h t s of peoples and of human r i g h t s , extremely serious problems 
remained. One important problem, which h3d been e s s e n t i a l l y resolved, had r e l a t e d to 
the granting of independence to c o l o n i a l countries and peoples. About 100 countries 
which had been under c o l o n i a l domination for centuries had become sovereign States. 
However, they now faced a number of problems, such as overcoming t h e i r i n h e r i t e d 
backwardness and ensuring the exercise of t h e i r r i g h t to development and an equitable 
p o s i t i o n i n the system of i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s . 

62. I t was cl e a r to any unprejudiced person that those problems were the r e s u l t of 
the former c o l o n i a l domination and that t h e i r s o l u t i o n was to be found i n the 
e r a d i c a t i o n of the i n j u s t i c e s of h i s t o r y . However, some p a r t i e s acted as though that 
were not the case. They were the p a r t i e s whose "Western c i v i l i z a t i o n " had r i s e n 
through the plunder and destruction of the o r i g i n a l c i v i l i z a t i o n s of various 
continents, extermination of the conquered peoples, s l a v e r y , and the slave trade. 
Those p a r t i e s had now adopted more refin e d methods of plunder, but the p r i n c i p l e 
remained unchanged: to l i v e at the expense of others. That was the p r i n c i p l e of 
imperialism, which was an i n t e r n a t i o n a l system of f i n a n c i a l and economic e x p l o i t a t i o n 
by the most highly developed c a p i t a l i s t countries of the human and natural resources 
of the l e a s t developed countries. 

63. Imperialism was the root of such e v i l s аз c o l o n i a l i s m and neo-colonialism, racism 
and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , chauvinism and m i l i t a r i s m and nazism and fascism, each of 
which was based on f i n a n c i a l and economic motives. 

64. Advocates of imperialism avoided any reference to those motives and claimed that 
s o c i a l developments were determined not by the economic motives of s o c i a l classes and 
groups but by the frame of mind of the peoples or even of leaders. That was pure 
nonsense, but i t was clothed i n psuedo-theoretical terms and presented as a kind of 
"discovery". Evidence of that had been seen at the current session when some 
delegations had expressed views concerning t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m i n which no reference had 
been made to the f a c t that the t o t a l i t a r i a n régimes which had been destroyed during 
the Second World War had been established on a r a c i a l basis with a view to conquering, 
enslaving ; and e x p l o i t i n g other peoples. Ke pointed out that each member of H i t l e r ' s 
Wehrmacht who had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the Eastern campaign had been promised landed 
property i n the country concerned. German enterprises had been promised as many 
Qatarbeiteren as they wished. Of the 64 m i l l i o n persons i n Poland, western Ukraine, 
western Byelorussia and the B a l t i c Republics, the H i t l e r i t e régime had planned to 
leave only 14 m i l l i o n to serve the "Aryan race"5 the others were to be e i t h e r . 
exterminated or dispersed throughout the world. 



E/CN.4/1965/SR.49 
page 18 

6 5 . That was the essence of t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m . However, f o r the apologists of 
imperialism, to recognize that f a c t would be to recognise that t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m 
was the r e s u l t of imperialism. Indeed, imperialism was a breeding ground f o r the 
emergence of s o c i a l elements interested i n conquering, enslaving and e x p l o i t i n g 
other peoples. The basis of those elements might be racism, as i n the case of 
t o t a l i t a r i a n regimes destroyed i n the Second World War, the apartheid régime of 
South A f r i c a and the Z i o n i s t régime of I s r a e l . , However, t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m takes 
other forms, such as that exercised by the holders of shares i n transnational 
corporations and s e c u r i t i e s i n banks. There was a r e l a t i v e l y largenumber of such 
persons i n the i m p e r i a l i s t countries who had been corrupted over several decadè's'by 
re c e i v i n g large dividends and i n t e r e s t payments. 

6 6 . Those people determined who the Head of State would be and what p o l i t i c a l 
course would be followed. So long a s there was no threat to t h e i r dividends and 
i n t e r e s t payments, they had remained calm and even complacent. However, when world 
developments had begun to undermine t h e i r p o s i t i o n they had reacted. Some Governments 
had made that r e a c t i o n a State p o l i c y and used i t against progressive changes i n 
the world, against those countries which had chosen t h e i r own path of far-reaching 
s o c i a l and economic transformations. 

6 7 . One of the targets of United States i m p e r i a l i s t t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m was the • 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. In order to prevent the people of that country 
from transforming t h e i r l i v e s , Washington had f o r s i x years been waging an 
undeclared large-scale war through bands of mercenaries. Corporate America did • 
not spare any expense i n conducting that war. I t had already spent more than 
§600 m i l l i o n i n t r a i n i n g and arming the mercenary bands, which had i n f l i c t e d heavy 
c a s u a l t i e s on the Afghan people. 

6 8 . An unbridled campaign of slanderous propaganda was being mounted against 
Afghanistan. I t was to be deeply regretted that the Commission had become involved 
i n that campaign. The opus prepared by Mr. Ermacora j o i n t l y with the United Nations 
Centre for-Human Rights was a b l o t on the record of the Commission. That so-called 
"report" was a shameless f a b r i c a t i o n that r e i t e r a t e d the most malicious a l l e g a t i o n s 
of i m p e r i a l i s t ' r e a c t i o n to the progressive steps taken by the Afghan people along 
the road opened up with the A p r i l 1978 r e v o l u t i o n . I t would be f u t i l e to expect 
a man, who, as had been said i n the Commission, shared revanchist views, to t e l l 
the t r u t h about re v o l u t i o n a r y Afghanistan. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR 
f u l l y supported the p o s i t i o n of the Government of Afghanistan with regard to the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur and h i s work. The Commission should be courageous enough to 
d i s s o c i a t e i t s e l f from the i n t r i g u e s masterminded by corporate America against 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y Afghanistan. 

6 9 . Washington was a c t i n g i n a s i m i l a r manner against Nicaragua. Corporate America 
had not found the v i c t o r y of the Sandinist r e v o l u t i o n to i t s " l i k i n g . : 0 n c e again, 
through mercenaries and an undeclared war, an e f f o r t was being made to prevent 
revolutionary transformations i n the country, to t e r r o r i z e the population, to 
undermine the State a u t h o r i t i e s and to reverse the course of á'vents* •. That was a l l 
being c a r r i e d out with the help of Somoza's mercenaries, whose bands were being 
organized, trained and armed by the CIA. 

7 0 . The r e a c t i o n of United States imperialism to the A p r i l revolution' i n Afghanistan 
and the Sandinist r e v o l u t i o n i n Nicaragua were two g l a r i n g manifestations of 
corporate t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m . That r e a c t i o n showed the determination of the forces 
reared on imperialism to defend t h e i r s e l f i s h i n t e r e s t s and p a r a s i t i c p r i v i l e g e s . 
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7 1 . It was precisely those forces that were preventing peoples from achieving 
social progress and enjoying human rights and fundamental freedoms. However, the 
inarch of history could, not be halted. The Communist -countries . were firm-optimists 
and would always believe in the- basic truth of l i f e and .the invincibility ef the- • 
human spirit. In that connection, he stressed the importance of the .working-people, 
who constituted, the basic truth of l i f e and were the direct producers of material • 
and spiritual wealth. 

72. . -Мг.-ИТРРДЕТОЬТ (Observer for Canada), said that, as the Special Representative -
on the situation in Iran'had; pointed out in his report (E/CN .4/ 1985/20, para.. 1 4 ) , 
the basic;provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human. Rights could be regarded 
as having attained the status of international customary law and, in many instances, 
that of jus cogens. The United Nations was rightly concerned with the fulfilment, by 
a l l Member States of their duty to protect human rights. It was regrettable that . 
political and other considerations sometimes prevented the Commission-from taking 
action to'protect the rights of individuals and groups in certain; countries. It 
should be¡coürageous in seeking-improvements in situations of gross and- systematic• 
violations of human rights wherever they occurred. 

73.' In addition to the situations in. those countries on which reports had been 
prepared, the situations in two other countries had been of concern to many Canadians. 
There had been increasing reports of human rights violations- in the military яопеэ 
of Peru that had been established to combat terrorist guerrillas, and there 
continued to.be frequent reports, o.f human rights violation.'., in the Philippines which 
-was' also faced- with a situation of insurgency. Canada urged the Governments of 
those two countries to exercise thorough discipline: over their security forces and 
deal firmly with any abuses committed against the civilian population. 

74« The co-operation of the Government was a prerequisite for improving the human 
rights situation in any country. It was therefore of particular concern that, of the 
countries on which reports had been prepared, only in E l Salvador and Guatemala had the 
Governments extended co-operation to the Commission. He wished to thank those. 
Governments for their attitude, which betokened respect for the concerns of the. 
international community. There remained the question of what the United Nations 
should do about those situations in which the Governments refused to co-operate. . 
His delegation had for some years argued that separate consideration of the situation 
in Chile under agenda item 5 was unjustified selectivity and that i t should be . 
considered under agenda item 12 , with other country situations, i f the Government 
demonstrated its intention to co-operate with the Commission. In that case, item 5 
might be reworded and reserved for those States which refused to co-operate with the 
special^rapporteurs. .However, obtaining the co-operation of governments was the 
preferable coutfse, and he appealed to a l l Governments to extend such co-operation 
td the Commission, 

7 5 , It was disappointing that the Special Representative on the human rights... 
situation in Iran had been unable to make a thorough study owing to insufficient 
time and lack of direct contact with the authorities. In view of the fact that' 
Iran, like other States Members of the United Nations, was bound to abide by 
universally accepted standards of conduct towards i t s population, Canada was 
concerned at the number and-gravity of alleged violations of human rights, 
particularly in respectif minority ethnic and religious groups such as the Baha'is 
and Kurds. • The. Government of Iran must be urged to respect i t s obligations, under 
the--two international covenants to which it. was party.. A thorough study of the 
situation in Iran would; soon be needed, and he therefore supported the proposal that 
the Special Representative should present an interim report to the General Assembly. 
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76. The report oh the s i t u a t i o n i n Afghanistan (E/CN.4/1985/2I) depicted a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y grim pict u r e of gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . According to the 
Special Rapporteur, the s i t u a t i o n was d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the severe enforcement 
of reforms by the regime, with the support of foreign armed f o r c e s . Two ap p a l l i n g 
features of the s i t u a t i o n of c o n f l i c t thus created had been the ind i s c r i m i n a t e use 
of landmines and the v i c t i m i z a t i o n of the c i v i l i a n population. His delegation agreed 
with the Special Rapporteur that there must be immediate a p p l i c a t i o n of the norms of 
human r i g h t s and humanitarian law by a l l the partie s involved. Equally, however, 
there must be an end to the c o n f l i c t , which would be i n i t i a t e d by the withdrawal of 
a l l f o r e i g n forces and the el i m i n a t i o n of foreign influence. 

77* The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Afghanistan had r e s u l t e d i n the mass exodus of 
some 4 million people. His delegation had long been concerned that measures should 
be taken to prevent that phenomenon, which caused untold human s u f f e r i n g . I t 
therefore appreciated the a t t e n t i o n given to the subject by Mr. Ermacora and 
encouraged other rapporteurs throughout the United Nations system t o include a 
s i m i l a r a n alysis i n t h e i r reports. He would encourage the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of M i n o r i t i e s to take i n t o account the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between human r i g h t s and mass exoduses i n t h e i r work on s i t u a t i o n s of 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 

78. He commended the Special Representative on the s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador f o r 
his balanced, f a c t u a l and a n a l y t i c a l report (E/CN.4/1985/18). His Government was 
pleased to note that the Government of E l Salvador was continuing to pursue a p o l i c y 
of improving the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n , although i t s a b i l i t y to achieve r e s u l t s was 
s t i l l somewhat l i m i t e d . He urged i t to i n t e n s i f y i t s e f f o r t s to in v e s t i g a t e human 
r i g h t s abuses, to reform the j u d i c i a l system and to pursue s o c i a l and economic reform. 
Although the number of deaths associated with human r i g h t s abuses had declined i n 
recent years, the t o t a l number remained a matter of concern, p a r t i c u l a r l y where they 
were a t t r i b u t a b l e to the State apparatus and armed p a r a m i l i t a r y organizations. 
Measures must be taken to prevent such deaths and to b r i n g to t r i a l and punish those 
responsible. Many human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s were the r e s u l t of the violence 
perpetrated by both the armed forces and the g u e r r i l l a s i n the c i v i l c o n f l i c t . His 
Government therefore welcomed the dialogue i n i t i a t e d between the Government of 
El Salvador and the g u e r r i l l a s and urged both p a r t i e s to make every e f f o r t to achieve 
peace. 

79. I t was important not only to expose s i t u a t i o n s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , but 
also to encourage and p u b l i c i z e any e f f o r t which represented even a te n t a t i v e f i r s t 
step along the path to f u l l implementation of the standards of the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights. He therefore welcomed the proposal of the Government 
of Guatemalan a u t h o r i t i e s to r e t u r n to a system of democratic government, to i n v i t e 
p o l i t i c a l e x i l e s to return and to engage i n a dialogue with Grupo Apoyo Mutuo, which 
represented the f a m i l i e s of disappeared persons, and t o e s t a b l i s h a commission to 
inv e s t i g a t e t h e i r f a t e . However, the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n Guatemala 
continued to arouse concern^' As noted i n the relevant report (E/CN.4/1985/19), 
violence and disappearances continued and e f f e c t i v e measures were needed to 
inv e s t i g a t e thoroughly a l l such i n c i d e n t s . Those responsible, i n c l u d i n g members 
of the s e c u r i t y "forces, must be brought to t r i a l and punished. His Government 
urged the Government of Guatemala to demonstrate i t s sincere i n t e n t i o n to resolve 
cases of disappearances by co-operating with the Working Group on Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances. He als o urged the Government of Guatemala to publish 
the l i s t of persons t r i e d by the s p e c i a l t r i b u n a l s which had been given to the 
Spe c i a l Rapporteur and to c l a r i f y what had become of each such i n d i v i d u a l . 

80. In the autumn of 1984, the Government of Canada had been disturbed by the news 
that the protection of human r i g h t s i n Chile had continued to d e t e r i o r a t e . The 
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perpetuation of the l a t e s t d e c l a r a t i o n of a state of siege, i n which c i v i l 
l i b e r t i e s were suspended, indicated that the s i t u a t i o n had not improved. His 
delegation therefore r e i t e r a t e d i t s appeal f o r peaceful change and urged the 
Government of Chile to rescind the state of siege at the e a r l i e s t possible date 
and to permit the resumption of the return to democracy. 

81. His delegation appreciated the work of the Specia l Rapporteur on summary or 
a r b i t r a r y executions (E/CN.4/1985/17). Widespread v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t to l i f e 
warranted thé Commission's continued a t t e n t i o n . The Special Rapporteur r i g h t l y 
emphasized {E/CN.4/1985/17, para. 76) that the primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y rested with 
the State under nati o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. However, the Canadian Government 
was only too aware that, i n many countries, groups other than the Government 
syste m a t i c a l l y practised summary or a r b i t r a r y executions. I t therefore supported 
the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's recommendation that the Commission should consider f u r t h e r 
s p e c i f i c ways and means to deal e f f e c t i v e l y with the matter. 

82. R e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the protection and promotion of human r i g h t s did not r e s t 
s o l e l y with Governments. I t was a l s o a r i g h t and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l s 
and groups and organs of s o c i e t y . They a i l had an e s s e n t i a l r o l e t o play both 
i n respecting the human r i g h t s of others and i n bringing human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
to the a t t e n t i o n of s o c i e t y . His delegation therefore attached considerable 
importance to the proposed d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on the subject and urged Governments 
to respond to the questionnaire prepared by the rapporteur of the Sub-Commission 
on Prevention^ôf'Discrimination and Protection of M i n o r i t i e s and to p a r t i c i p a t e 
c o n s t r u c t i v e l y when work on the d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n began. 

83. Mr. KHARMA (Observer f o r Lebanon) said t h a t , since the I s r a e l i s had occupied 
southern Lebanon and the Bega'a i n June 1982, the c i v i l i a n population had been 
subjected to f l a g r a n t and repeated v i o l a t i o n s of t h e i r most fundamental human 
r i g h t s . A day never passed without r a i d s on v i l l a g e s and houses, a l l movement 
of t r a f f i c being stopped and c i v i l i a n s , i n c l u d i n g the e l d e r l y and women and 
c h i l d r e n , being arrested. Normal d a i l y l i f e was impeded and c i v i l i a n s were 
prevented from engaging i n farming and other a c t i v i t i e s . In a d d i t i o n , the I s r a e l i 
occupying forces were endeavouring to deprive v i l l a g e s of water f o r both d r i n k i n g 
and i r r i g a t i o n purposes and from acquiring basic n e c e s s i t i e s . Communications with 
the r e s t of the country were cut o f f , schools had been closed and the r i g h t to 
worship and the s a n c t i t y of placee o f worship; had been endangered. Such p r a c t i c e s , 
which went beyond imaginable l i m i t s , were adopted on the pretext of preserving the 
s e c u r i t y of the State of I s r a e l . They were c l e a r l y i n f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, not 
t o mention the Hague Agreement of 1907 and the Fourth Geneva Convention. In b r i e f , 
over the one t h i r d of h i s country's t e r r i t o r y occupied by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s , 
h i s compatriots were denied a l l t h e i r r i g h t s . Аз the I s r a e l i forces withdrew, 
t h e i r tyranny was e s c a l a t i n g , as i f t h e i r i n t e n t i o n was to pursue a scorched-earth 
policy". 

84. The people of Lebanon aspired to freedom and peace and refused the yoke of 
occupation. They wished t o defend t h e i r heritage, t h e i r land and t h e i r holy 
places. : They were determined to regain t h e i r f u l l r i g h t s . The Commission must 
therefore condemn the conduct of the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s and support the Lebanese 
people i n t h e i r struggle to recover t h e i r fundamental freedoms, a str u g g l e which 
eould not succeed unless there was a t o t a l , f i n a l and unconditional withdrawal 
by the I s r a e l i s . 
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85. Mr. RAJAMYAGAM (Centre Europe-Tiers Monde) quoted three recent reports of the 
persecution of Tamils by the S r i Lankan army. The f i r s t , from the London 
Daily Telegraph, of 12 December 19Ô4, referred to massacre and i n t i m i d a t i o n at 
Jaf f n a ; the second, from The Times of London, of 51 December 1984, described the 
disappearance of youths i n S r i Lankan army camps and the t h i r d , from the magazine 
Time of 11 February 1985, which had been banned from c i r c u l a t i o n i n S r i Lanka, gave 
d e t a i l s - o f a massacre of c i v i l i a n s i n Mannar, a f t e r an army p a t r o l had been ambushed 
by g u e r r i l l a s . Thousands of ordinary Tamil c i v i l i a n s , n either m i l i t a n t s nor 
" t e r r o r i s t s " , were f l e e i n g the country to escape the uncontrolled r e i g n o f t e r r o r 
o f ; S r i Lankan s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . Thousands were being f o r c i b l y dispossessed of t h e i r 
homes and driven from areas i n which t h e i r f a m i l i e s had l i v e d f o r over 2,000 -years. 
Members of h i s own family had been forced to leave t h e i r home and he had no immediate 
news of t h e i r whereabouts. 

86. In i t s note verbale, dated 30 January 1984, the Government of S r i Lanka had 
suggested that the most constructive approach of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community would be 
to d e s i s t from any comment on the s i t u a t i o n i n that country, on the grounds that i t 
was f u l l y committed to promoting co-operation and mutual understanding among a l l the 
people of S r i Lanka and had convened a conference of a l l p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s as part 
of that process (E/CN.4/1984/IO, paragraphs 41, 42 and 44). Accordingly, the 
Commission, at i t s f o r t i e t h session, had desisted from examining serious complaints 
of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . However, the various assurances given by the Government 
of S r i Lanka had not been honoured. The A l l Party Conference had been terminated 
without reaching a settlement of the ethnic c o n f l i c t . Even before the formal 
oonclusion of the Conference, the Government had announced i t s plans f o r s e t t l i n g 
Sinhala people i n predominantly Tamil areas i n the north and east to r e f l e c t the 
nationwide population r a t i o of 75 per cent Sinhalese t o 25 per cent other ethnic 
groups. That was hardly the act of a Government s e r i o u s l y intending to solve the 
ethnic problem through d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n . The Government had a l s o announced plans 
fo r t r a i n i n g and arming Sinhalese s e t t l e r s i n Tamil areas. Arming one segment ôf 
the population against another minority segment hardly c o n s t i t u t e d an act i n furtherance 
of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n between the two communities. The Government's a c t i o n was tantamount 
to d e l i b e r a t e encitement to c i v i l war. < 

87. In h i s long i n t e r v e n t i o n , the S r i Lankan representative had not attempted t o 
rebutt the charges of gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g summary execution of 
c i v i l i a n s , which had been made by Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l ; Commission 
Of J u r i s t s . Instead, he had endeavoured to j u s t i f y such f l a g r a n t abuses as measures 
to combat ter r o r i s m , while organizations and i n d i v i d u a l s concerned with the p r o t e c t i o n 
of human r i g h t s had been described as supporters of the " t e r r o r i s t s " . Many 
representatives of countries present at the Commission had expressed sympathy with 
the p l i g h t of the affected people i n S r i Lanka. However, sympathy alone would not 
s u f f i c e . There had been many speeches/about how the Commission should protect the 
basic human r i g h t s of people throughout the world, but such speeches meant nothing 
without concrete a c t i o n . The t h i r d preambular paragraph of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights stated that human r i g h t s should be protected by the r u l e o f law i f 
man was not t o be compelled to have recourse, as a l a s t r e s o r t , to r e b e l l i o n against 
tyranny and oppression. I f such was not the case and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
remained a s i l e n t spectator while f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of i n a l i e n a b l e human r i g h t s 
continued, the people concerned were bound to lose confidence i n the r u l e of law and 
adopt whatever course they found appropriate to defend t h e i r r i g h t s and freedoms. 

88. Mr. CHOWDHURÏ (Bangladesh) resumed the Chair 
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89. Ms. CASTRO (International League f o r Human Rights) said that the League was 
one of the oldest non-governmental organizations associated with human r i g h t s . I t 
sought to mobilize p u b l i c opinion against human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s and to help 
people i n i n s t i t u t i o n s i n varicue countries - most recently Andrei Sakharov, current 
Honorary Président of the League. The League had als o published an important booklet 
on the Paraguayan s i t u a t i o n , and i t was also as a member of the Commission f o r the 
Defence of Human Rights i n Paraguay, which was a f f i l i a t e d to the League, that she 
was taking the f l o o r . ' 

90. The v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s occurring i n Paraguay included the t o r t u r e , using 
highly t e c h n i c a l methods, not only of p o l i t i c a l prisoners but also of ordinary 
prisoners, almost as a matter of routine. The Commission f o r Human Rights i n Paraguay 
could provide r e l i a b l e evidence of such prac t i c e s , since i t s members had a c t u a l l y 
seen lacerated bodies and t h e i r own ch i l d r e n had been subjected to t o r t u r e . Torture 
must be regarded as one of the most degrading v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s * and. the 
Commission must f i g h t f o r i t s t o t a l eradication and the punishment of those responsible. 
I t was unfortunately a l l too rare that t o r t u r e r s received t h e i r j u s t desserts. 1 

91. Another v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s was e x i l e , which was regarded as almost 
equivalent to a death sentence. In Paraguay, prominent opponents of the régime, 
such as the President of the C h r i s t i a n Democrat Party and Vice-President of the 
l i b e r a l Party, had been i l l e g a l l y expelled. There were c u r r e n t l y almost 1 m i l l i o n 
Paraguayan refugees i n Argentina. Some Paraguayans had been, i n e x i l e since 1947 
and others, who had returned a f t e r 25 years abroad, were; allowed to move from t h e i r 
homes to t h e i r place of employment only under p o l i c e guard and were subject to a r r e s t 
at any time. They were often forced to leave the country again. ,In the case of a 
former President, even permission f o r h i s body to be returned.for b u r i a l had been 
refused. Economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s were v i o l a t e d j u s t as frequently as 
p o l i t i c a l and c i v i l r i g h t s . 

92. The p o s i t i o n of the peasants was very bad. When they had t r i e d to unite to 
defend t h e i r r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e i r r i g h t to possess property, they had been 
imprisoned, and t h e i r houses and crops burnt i n order to benefit the large land-owners 
and foreign i n t e r e s t s . One lawyer had been imprisoned f o r many months f o r defending 
the r i g h t s of farmers and the C h r i s t i a n Action Programme. 

93. Paraguay had been l i v i n g i n the suf f o c a t i n g atmosphere of a state of seige f o r 
over 30 years. In f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of A r t i c l e 79 of the Consti t u t i o n , the state of 
seige i n Paraguay was r e g u l a r l y renewed every 90 days as a way of j u s t i f y i n g 
repression. The declarations of the Government i t s e l f made i t c l e a r that the sta t e 
of seige was u n j u s t i f i e d , since i t was always stated o f f i c i a l l y that peace and 
t r a n q u i l i t y reigned i n Paraguay. 

94. Another aspect of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s was the manipulation of the j u d i c i a l 
system: judges were appointed by the Executive Power and with few exceptions, 
followed the i n s t r u c t i o n s they received from i t . One example of abuse was that of a 
man sentenced to 15 years imprisonment who had spent 22 years i n prison and was f i n a l l y 
released only f o l l o w i n g pressure from nat i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s ' bodies. 

95• The Commission f o r Human Rights i n Paraguay, trhile w e l l aware of the dangers 
involved i n a c t i v e l y defending human r i g h t s , considered that there must always be 
martyrs f o r that noble i d e a l and that only through guarantees, l e g i s l a t i o n and 



E/CN.4/1985/SR.49 
page 24 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y could Governments be persuaded to act i n accordance with the 
commitments they had undertaken. The actions of the Commission f o r Human Rights i n 
Paraguay were prompted s o l e l y by humanitarian motives. She expressed the hope that 
the united Nations Commission on Human Rights could f i n d ways and means of ensuring 
that human r i g h t s could be f u l l y enjoyed i n Paraguay. 

96. Mr. HOPPE (Observer f o r Denmark) sa i d that the p r i n c i p l e of non-interference 
i n t h e i r i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s could not be invoked by States to j u s t i f y t h e i r r e j e c t i o n 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l concern at human r i g h t s abuses on t h e i r t e r r i t o r y ; nor could any 
State l e g i t i m a t e l y claim that i t would respect the human r i g h t s r e f l e c t e d i n l e g a l 
instruments to which i t was a party only to the extent that they conformed with i t s 
own na t i o n a l or r e l i g i o u s laws. In acceding to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants, the State 
assumed o b l i g a t i o n s which took precedence over n a t i o n a l laws and practices.' His 
delegation was deeply concerned that the o v e r - a l l s i t u a t i o n of human r i g h t s Remained 
bleak and that, i n many cases, human r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s were the v i c t i m s of the most 
serious abuses. I t was important, therefore, that the appropriate bodies of the 
United Nations shouid i n t e n s i f y t h e i r e f f o r t s towards ensuring compliance with 
e x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards and elaborating more d e t a i l e d standards when 
warranted. 

97- In that connection, h i s delegation p a r t i c u l a r l y welcomed the adoption by the 
General Assembly of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. I t was to be hoped that the consensus reached 
a f t e r e f f o r t s by delegations from a l l regional groups s i g n i f i e d a r e j e c t i o n of such 
p r a c t i c e s by the e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The Danish Government intended to 
r a t i f y the Convention as soon as possible and urged a l l Member States to do lik e w i s e 
so that i t could enter i n t o force as soon as possible and i t S machinery could be set 
i n motion. Denmark also appealed to Member States to respect the provisions of the 
Convention, so that t o r t u r e could be eliminated. He drew a t t e n t i o n to the United Nations 
Voluntary Fund f o r Victims of Torture, set up i n 1981, on the i n i t i a t i v e of the Nordic 
c o u n t r i e s . Thé Fund's humanitarian e f f o r t s to a s s i s t v i c t i m s of t o r t u r e deserved 
general support and he urged Member States to make i n i t i a l or fur t h e r contributions 
to i t . 

98. The appointment of s p e c i a l rapporteurs to deal with p a r t i c u l a r human r i g h t s 
problems was gaining widespread acceptance. His delegation welcomed that development 
and would l i k e to see more rapporteurs appointed when the circumstances warranted. 

99• The reports oh country s i t u a t i o n s c u r r e n t l y before the Commission revealed 
a common pattern of suppression, by n a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s , of the le g i t i m a t e a s p i r a t i o n s 
of t h e i r peoples to have a voice i n the conduct of n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s . The countries 
concerned u s u a l l y denied the f a c t s before the Commission or refe r r e d to alleged 
s p e c i a l circumstances such as revolutionary processes, r a c i a l d i f f e r e n c e s , r e l i g i o u s ' 
laws or na t i o n a l emergencies. Such explanations were obviously unacceptable: the 
standards of the In t e r n a t i o n a l covenants could be derogated from only under s t r i c t 
observance o f the relevant p r o v i s i o n s . His delegation welcomed the f a c t that some of ' 
the countries concerned had extended t h e i r co-operation to the s p e c i a l rapporteurs 
and urged the other countries concerned to reconsider t h e i r r e g r e t t a b l e p o l i c y of 
ref u s i n g t o allow the experts the opportunity to i n v e s t i g a t e the s i t u a t i o n on the spot. 
I t was i r o n i c a l that some countries, l i k e Afghanistan and i t s supporters, would 
u s u a l l y support the appointment of s p e c i a l rapporteurs f o r countries l i k e Guatemala 
and C h i l e . He welcomed that a t t i t u d e , which presumably meant, that l i k e h i s own 
delegation, they d i d not regard concern f o r human r i g h t s as interference i n domestic 
a f f a i r s . I f , when the Commission came to discuss Afghanistan, they claimed that i t 
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did c o n s t i t u t e interference, that would be a s t r i k i n g example of double standards. 
His delegation believed that the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n each of the countries under 
review warranted the extension of the mandates of the respective s p e c i a l rapporteurs 
or representatives. Unfortunately, human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s were not confined to 
those countries on which the Commission had s p e c i a l r e ports: the discussion had 
c l e a r l y demonstrated that the r i g h t s enshrined i n the various i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
instruments remained a d i s t a n t goal for many, i f not most, people a l l over the 
world. States Members must endeavour to improve the United Nations capacity to 
respond promptly and e f f e c t i v e l y to a l l v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . That would 
require p o l i t i c a l w i l l . a n d further resources. 

100. Mr. KHERAD (Observer f o r Afghanistan) said that the human r i g h t s of m i l l i o n s of 
people were not respected and fl a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of a l l human r i g h t s occurred i n 
various regions of the world, i n c l u d i n g those countries which s t y l e d themselves the 
champions of human r i g h t s , but where unemployment was rampant, d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
persisted and the crime-rate increased annually. In France and i n the heart of 
New York, hundreds of homeless had died of cold and hunger during the winter. In the 
United.,., States, action by m i l l i o n s of non-whites was savagely repressed and.75 per cent 
of the Indian.population suffered from m a l n u t r i t i o n and a t h i r d of the chi l d r e n died., 
i n t h e i r f i r s t year of l i f e . Ip order to preserve the l a s t vestiges of colonialism, 
racism and apartheid, i m p e r i a l i s t countries, p a r t i c u l a r l y the United States, were 
providing m i l i t a r y and f i n a n c i a l assistance to the South A f r i c a n r a c i s t s , the Z i o n i s t s 
and the many other r a c i s t , Fascist,, d i c t a t o r i a l and reactionary régimes which i t 
protected. The i m p e r i a l i s t s , o n l y d i s s o c i a t e d themselves i n words from the p o l i c y of.. 

..South A f r i c a and.other m i l i t a r i s t régimes. To assert that t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s i n , 
southern A f r i c a did. not, contribute to b o l s t e r i n g the p o l i c y of racism was hypocrisy. 
In another area of the world, i n Mew Caledonia, the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n was 
also deplorable - there had been many a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s , i n v o l v i n g cases of t o r t u r e , 
which the Commission should i n v e s t i g a t e . 

101. The happenings i n " (¿entral .America were not b a s i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t from those in'the 
Arab occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . a n d southern A f r i c a . In E l Salvador, human r i g h t s continued 
to be v i o l a t e d on a massive s c a l e : the death squads,.encouraged by the Government . 
and d i r e c t e d from a" distance by the CIA,ïh$$,.ikiiréd! thousands... , Countless people had', 
been abducted or held without t r i a l . The s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala, whérè'thé forées of 
re a c t i o n were t e r r o r i z i n g the people, remained a matter of serious concern. Tn Ch i l e , 
where a Fas c i s t régime had been imposed...bjVj-.the .United States a f t e r the m i l i t a r y coup, 
the s i t u a t i o n was no better and gross v i o l a t i o n s of the most fundamental r i g h t s and 
l i b e r t i e s of the people were i n c r e a s i n g . By providing the régimes of E l Salvador, 
Chile and Guatemala with i n c r e a s i n g m i l i t a r y a i d , the United States hoped to protect 
i t s investments and s t r a t e g i c a c t i v i t i e s i n the region. I t wished to keep the 
countries of the region under i t s d i r e c t c o n t r o l and prevent them from choosing t h e i r 
own path to development. In order to do so, i t did not h e s i t a t e to employ odious 
methods which were contrary to a l l the r u l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . The d i r e c t 
aggression of the United States i n Grenada had ended i n the destruction of a 
progressive democratic régime and the persecution of a l l those who d i d not submit to 
the wishes of the United States. United States acts of aggression and repeated 
threats to use force were incompatible with the very concept of human r i g h t s . 

102. The undeclared war conducted by imperialism and i t s accomplices, through c e r t a i n 
neighbouring countries, against democratic and revolutionary Afghanistan was a 
s t r i k i n g example of State t e r r o r i s m . That v i l e i nterference i n the domestic a f f a i r s of 
Afghanistan was not an i s o l a t e d phenomenon, i t formed part of a widespread counter
attack by i n t e r n a t i o n a l imperialism against a l l the independent States of Asia, A f r i c a 
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and L a t i n America which were eoœmitted to the path of l i b e r t y , progress and peace. 
The f i e n d i s h a c t i v i t i e s of United States imperialism against heroic Cuba, the war of 
mercenaries orchestrated by the Pentagon and the CIA against Nicaragua, and the 
attempts to i n t e r f e r e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of other peace-loving countries 
constituted serious threats to world peace. 

Ю З . Peace was the most pressing need of contemporary s o c i e t y , and to l i v e i n peace 
was the fundamental and i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of every people and every i n d i v i d u a l . 
Those who p r o f i t e d from wars and i n t e r n a t i o n a l tensions must not be allowed to repeat 
the tragedies of the past. I t was through i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation and respect f o r 
the generally recognized p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law that the protection of human 
r i g h t s on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l plan could best be assured. 

I O 4 . The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, which f u l l y respected the r i g h t , l i b e r t y , 
d i g n i t y and honour of the Afghan people and was guiding Afghan s o c i e t y along the path 
to peace, l i b e r t y , democracy, progress and j u s t i c e , thought that States should assure 
the r i g h t s and l i b e r t i e s of i n d i v i d u a l s coming under t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n by the adoption 
of l e g i s l a t i v e and other domestic measures, and that they should have the p o l i t i c a l 
w i l l to implement the p r i n c i p l e s of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
other relevant i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments. 

Ю З . With regard to the t r i t e , r i d i c u l o u s and unfounded observations of the 
representative of hegemonist China, the new-found f r i e n d of united States imperialism, 
and the country where at l e a s t 1,600 arbitrary-executions had reportedly taken place 
i n a s i n g l e year arid where tor t u r e was a d a i l y occurrence, h i s delegation would return 
to that subject i n more d e t a i l when i t exercised i t s r i g h t of r e p l y . 

The meeting rose at 12.05 a.m. 




