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IWO$'IATION FRoI{ NON-SII,F-G0VEEI\ENG TERRIIORES: SIIMMARIES
or rmazuaUtOW TTANS4ITIEO IINDER AHIICLE 'lJ e oF TEE CHAHIER

OF THE UNIMD I\IATIONS

XEPOEO OT' THE SECFETAIU-GENENAt

CARISBEAI{ AND IMSMII\T ASLANTIC ITERBITORISS

Sritlsh Eoncluras

. .Jn accorda.::ce witb the stateeent of t&e Secretary of State for Forelgn
Af,falrg of the Unlted. Klngdor0 of Great Brltatn and. Nortbern Ireland. on

 27 Setrrbgrober 1961-, the Goverrrnent of the Unlted Klngdorn has transeltted to the

Secretery-General- the fol-Low-ing poLitlca.]. ena! constltutlonal- lDfonnatlon on

the Terr'Ltory of Brltlsh Honduras.

, Tbls lnfoluation, wbicb was recelveal on IL Apr11 L962 t Is here'lr'lth
-t

submitted. to the General Assernbly at its eeventeenth sesslon.l/

1/ In accordance with General Assenbly resolutlon LTOo (XVI) of
Ip. Decenber I96f; this lnfomation is sJ-so submltted to the
Corunlttee oE Infornatlon froni Non-Self-Gwernlng Terrltorles.
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BNITISfi frONDURAS

?OPULAMON

flte po?uLatlon of Brltlsh Eonduras at the censuE of Apd1 L96O was 90 1341.

llost of the populatlon 1s of Afrlcan d.escent; the next largest comunity ts that
of the Ma.ya fndiens (f7 per cent) and. the Carlbs (? per cent) . fhere ls aaso

a $naJ.]. comrunlty of East Tndian orlgin and. a very s!0a11 number of Europeans.

cONs$InmroN

The present Constltutlon of British Eondura6 datee from L96L aad. follo'wed
discusslons between tbe British Governnent antl representatlves of the Local
popuJ-atlon. Prior to 1961, the Coostitutlon provid.ed. for a.n hecutive CounclL

compooed. of 5 offlclaJ- memberg end. 6 non-offlcial rrcnberg, wh1Le the Leglolative
Assenbly consisted. of e Speeker, , official members, and L2 non-offlclal mexdbers '
of a&@ 9 rqere electeti. As the resr:-Lt of the constltutlonaL talhs in l-960 a

rn-l-nlsterial Byste@ wag lntroduced., the nr:rnber of offlcJal- mernbers i.n the Executlve

Council'was reduced. to 2, a.nal the !1ber of el-ected members of the L,egLsl-ative

Asserrbly va6 increaseal froro 9 to 1B. Dullng l-961, a firBt lvliuister of British
'Sondurae was appointeal to co-ortllnate the ful-l rarge of ninisterlaf- actlvlty.

llbe lnain featureg of the present Cobstltutlon ere as fo]l-o'ws:

Governor

The Governor (at present Sir Peter Staltard) ls the Queen's representatlve

and- head. of the adnainlstration. As such he 1s required to consu.l-t the Executtve

Counci] anal notmel.ly foLLows its advice, although he bas d.lscretion to d.o

othenrise in certaln Fpecial circr.mstances. Hlg asseat i6 requlred' to 1a'Ers

passed. by tJre L,eglsJ-ative Assenbly and 1s norrnally glven.

hecutlve Councll

&e hecutlve Councll- 1s tJte prlncipaa executlve botty of the TerribolTr'' Its
composltion, under the ehalreanFhlp of the Governor, ls as fol].olts:

Ivb. George Pnice (Eirst }{lnister and Mlnlster of Fln€lsce aad. Deve}opment)

Mr" iI.W. MacnlLlan (Mlnlstur of Education, Eeatth end. Eouslng)
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Mr. A.E. Cattouse (l{imster of Public Work6, ?over end Coununlcatlons)
Mr. t.S. Strrlvestre (Minister of local. Goverrment, Socle.l- Wel-fare and

Co-operatlves )
Mr. A.A. Hunter (Mlnlster of Natura-L Resources, Conmerce end Industry)
Mr. C.L.3. Rogers (Utnteter of L,abour)

Mr. M.S.. Porcher (Chiet Secretary)
Mr. C.F. Hemrl1le (Attorney General)

ALl- the above, except the last tvo, are loca.L lrihabltants.

L,eglsl-atlve Assenbly

The Legls1atlve Aesembly consists of 25 nembeys under the chalrrnanshlp

of a Speake", of 'wbom l-B are el-ected., ! are non-offlclaJ-s appolnted by the
Qovernor snd. tr,ro are ex-offlcio clvll serqa.nte. A]-L members of the LegloLatlve
Assembly except the 2 ex-offlclo menbers are ]-ocal- lEhabltallts.

FTLI]CTOI IL PB0CEDUm

The elected. membe"s of the ].,eglslative Assenbly are elected on a baslE of
urlverBal aduLt suffrage; electlons are heLat every four years. The ]-ast el-ectlons

lfere heLl in March 196L ana aLL 18 seats rrere rron by the Peopl-ets United Party,
1ed by Mr. George Price, vho accordlngl-y became EirBt Minister.

JUDICTAru

Sritlsh nonduras has a ffirrene Courb rftlch ls a superlor Courb of Record.

a::d has sllmLLar Julisd-lction to that of the Elgh Courb of .fustlce 1n Eag1and..

Sesslons are heLd quarterl-y 1n Bel-l.ze antL in Corozel-. Appeal lles 1n certalrl
instances from the Supreme Court to the Judlclaqy Comlttee of the Prlw Councl1.

There are also courts of sl.maqr jurisd.ictlon, 'lthlch deal- Trlth crlninaJ. and

quasl-crfuLnal- matters, and. d.ist"ict clviL courts qhLch deal- Trlt'h clvll- nattera.
file Judtciary conslsts of a Chlef ilustlce, a pulsne judge aJ1d. tvo megistrates.
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LOCAL COVEHNMEI\T

3e11ze (the caplta]-) has a Clty Council consisting of p eJ-ected' nemberst

r,h1le the ? nalu towns of the Terrltory have toren boards, most of 'wbose members

are elected.. The 3e11ze City Council anrl the varlous to14'n boards e:<erelee the

nol:Inal loca]- govelnaent frmctlons such as na.lntena[ce of narkets, baths r ' roads,

street llghtlng, eleitrlclty se]1rlces etc. They derlve thelr revenue fros'
properby td(eg, licences, fees and lncoue from electrtcity Eupply and other

utl]-ltleB.
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