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_'In accordance with the statement of the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairé o_f “the United Kingdom of Great Britein end Northern Treland on
a7 ‘S'é'ptem'ber 1561, the Government of the ﬂnited Kingdom has transmitied to the
Secré%ézﬁ@(‘:‘eneral the following political and constitutional information on '
the Territory of British Honduras.
This information, which was received on 11 April 1962, is herewith
submitted.""l;o' the Géneral.Assembly at 1ts seventeenth session.é

1/ In accordance with General Assembly resolution 1700 (XVI) of
T 19 December 1961, this information is also submitted to the
Comnittee on Informetion from Non-Self-Governing Territories.
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BRITISH HONDURAS

- POPULATTON

The population of British Honduras at the census of April 1960 was 80,343.
Most of the population is of African descent; the next largest community is that
of the Maya Indians (17 per cent) and the Caribs (7 per cent). There is also
a small community of East Indian origin and & very small number of Europeans.

CORSTTITUTTON

The present Constitution of British Honduras dates from 1961 and followed
discussions between the British Government and representatives of the local
population. Prior to 1961, the Comstitution provided for an Executive Council
composed of 3 official members and 6 mon-official members, while the Tegislative
Assembly consisted of a Spesker, 3 cofficial members, and 12 non-officlal members,
of whom 9 were elected. As the result of the constitufional talks in 1960 a
ministerial system was introduced, the number of official members in the Executive
Council was reduced to 2, and the mumber of elected wembers of the Legislative
Assembly was increased from 9 to 18. During 1961, a first Minister of British
 Hondurae was appointed to co-ordinate the full range of ministerial activity.

The main features of the present Constitution are as follows:

Governor

The Governor {at present Sir Peter Stallard) is the Queen's representative
and head of the sdministration. As such he is reguired %o consult the Executive
Council and normelly follows its advice, although he has discretion to do
otherwise in certain special circumstances. IHis assent 1s required to laws

passed by the Legislabive Assenbly and is nommally glven.

Executive Council

The Executive Council i1s the prineipal executive body of the Territdrym Its
composition, under the chalrmenship of the Governor, is as follows:

Mr. George Price (First Minister and Minister of Finance and Development)

Mr. J.W. Macmillan Oninister of Education, Health and Housing)
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Mr., A.E. Cattouse (Minister of Public Works, Power and Cormunications)

Mr. L.S. Sylvestre (Minister of Loeal Government, Sceisl Welfare and
Co-operatives)

Mr. A.A. Hunter (Minister of Naturel Resources, Commerce and Industry)
Mr. C.L.B. Rogers (Minister of Labour)
Mr. M.S. Porcher (Chief Secretary)
Mr. C.F. Henville (Attorney General)
A1l the above, excelﬁ‘c the lasgt two, are local irhabitants.

Leglslative Assembly

The Legislative Assembly consists of 25 members under the chalymanship
of a Speaker, of whom 18 are elected, 5 are non-officlels appointed by the
fovernor and two are eXx-officlo civil servamts. All members of the Legislative

Asgembly except the 2 ex-officic members are local ivhabitants.

ELECTORAL PRCCEDUEE

The elected members of the Leglslative Assenmbly sre elected on a basis of
universal adult suffrage; elections are held every four years. The last electilons
were held in Merch 1961 and all 18 seats were won by the People's United Party,
led by Mr. George Price, who accordingly became First Minister.

JUDICTARY

British Honduras has a Supreme Court which is a superior Court of Record
and has similar jurisdiction to that of the High Court of Justice in England.
Sessions are held guarteriy in Belize and in Corozal. Appeal lies in certain
instances from the Supreme Court to the Judiciary Committee of the Privy Couneil.
There are also courts of swmary jurisdiction, which deal with eriminel. and
quasi-criminal matters, and district civil courte which deal with civil metters.
The judiciary consists of a Chief Justice, a puisne judge and two magistrates.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Belize (the capitel) has a City Council consisting of 9 elected members,
while the 7 main towns of the Territory have town boards, most of whose mgmbers
are elected. The Belize City Council and the various town hoards exercise the
normsl loesl government functions such as maintenance of markets, baths, roads,
street lighting, electrleity services etc. They derive thelr revenue fro@ﬁ
property taxes, licences, fees and income from electricity suppiy gnd other
vtilities.
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