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SehaEaB

fn accoldance 1,rltb tb€ statenent of the gecyetary of State fo" Torelgt]
Affalrs of t'he Unlted Klngcton of Great Brltah and. Northern Ire].and oa

2J Septenber 1961, the Governroent of the Unlted Klngd.orn has traEsnitted to
the Se cretary-General the followiug lolltica]. aBd constltuttoual inforEation on

the Terrltory of tbe 3ahatraB.

[hi6 ioforration, h'lxicb rEs receiveo on 10 A!r11 !962, IE herewlth subtrltted
to the General Assenbly at 1t6 seventeenth sesslon.9

'In accord.ance 1f,lth G,eneral Assenbly reeolution 17OO (X!|t) of
19 Decenber 1951-, thts lnfornation 1g also subeitted. to the Conrnittee
on Tnforeatlon ftom NoE-Sel-f-Governl.ng Terrltorles.
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SAEAMAS

POPI'LATION

Dee terrltory is a! arch.lpel-ago of 6oue tventy lDbabited. aud. nuneroust sna,J-J-

ullulxablted. leLand6. Most of tbe populstlon .llves oo Nev. ProvldeDce, rlhlcla

contalns the ce.pltal-. lDre renaiulng lsl-ends are lo,orm as the Out Is1antts. lflee

e stlmatetf. populatlon at 1- Decenber IpJ) waa 104r00O. At the l-ast census,

approxinatety J4 per cent were of Afrlcan d.eEceut, 14 per cent of E\.r"ropeau

clescent and. 12 per cent of eixed olLgln.

CONSn[ln]TION

Dre preseut Co[stitutlon of the 3a,hane.B iB Blnt].ar to that of tlle forner
North AnerLcab co].onles prlor to the VJar of lEilependeEce, anil bas etdBted
vlrtuaaty urchanged. slnce 1729. Uxe Governeeu,t is BodeLl-ed upor that of &gland.,
the Governor representlng the queen, a,nd. tbe Eonlnated Legislatlve CounclJ.

arrd. the elected. Eouse of Assetrbly representlng, respectiveJ-y, the Eouse of Lords
au(l tbe Eouse of, Cotrrong.

EXECIJ TVE

lflre e:<ecutlve governnent LE ln tlxe hand.s of the Coverno? (at preeent
Slr R. Stapledoo), elrc ls advieed. tB the exerclBe of his povere by an Executlve
CounclL. Ee ls not bound to accept the Councll- t s ailvice but ln practl.ce
lnvallabl-y d.oeB 60. Sxe pxesent nenberohlp of the Councl3.p under tlrre chalrnanshlp
of tbe CoverEor, coneieto of fLve electeA Benbers of the Eo.use of A6seBbl-y, oEe

nenber of tbe LeglsLatlve Councll, aBtl tlxree clvll servaEte. Tbose at preaent
holding offlce are:

S1r RrB Bynonette
Mr. B!8."A. trb,rrlEgtoE

Mr. R.(. Pawyer

]ft. E ArP. Dupuch

tr4r. E.T, Bethel]-

Mr. G.Ce Ca6h

l.fr. W..8.. Sydley (Recelver-CeneraL and llreasurer)
ltr . KrMr WaJ.rcJ.ey ( CoJ.ontal. 9e cretary)
Mx. L.A.}I. 0rr (Attorney-General)

A11 exept the last blo narned are Ba,h,anlans.



BAEAMAS

A/5o8o/Add.6
Fln.fl i Rh

?age 1

LEGIgI.,AMIRE

Tb.e Saharnas legielature lE bicarnera.l and" conslets of a teglslatlve Councll
and. a Eouse of AssenbJ-y. The Leglslatlve Council (Upper Eouse) haE l-L membens,

t of l'{rom are clvll serrants lrhll-e the renalning B are pron:ioent cltizens of the
Ba.hanas appolnted. by the Governo". Ule Legts].atlve Couucil re!:ievs legistation
paeeed. by the House of Assellbly.

lllxe Eouse of AssenbJ.y (Lover Eouee) conslsts of JJ nenbers, al-1- of ldr.om axe

el-ected. on a basis of aduLt nale suffrage. The noynal flfe of the EouBe iG
seven years, but it nay be d.i ssolved. ear]1er by the Governor.

In ad.dltlon to 1ts legisl-atlve fulctlons, the Eouse of Assenbly lE
aEsociated. vtth ttre admlniBtration of New provl-dence tbroug! a By6ten of publlc
board.e, norEally of 5 nenbe/6, 2 of wtrom are requlred. to be neBbers of tfie Eouse

of AgBenbly. Publlc boaxdg ed.st at preBent for such subjects as .!rorks,

education, health, agrlcu].ture, telephones, etc.

U,ECTOBAL STSTEM

llxe Electious Act of l-959 tr)rovid.ed for adult na].e suffrage and. a 1lulteA
cecond. vote ln respect of onnershlp and/or reute,I of real property, +&e latter to
be exerclsed obl-y iE a conBtltuency otber tha!. that 1n nhlch an electox regides.
Ihe Act al-so provlded. for tJr.e creatlon of tvo addltional seate for the gouthern

and eastern d:istrlcts of Ner+ Prov:id.ence, and. the /edi8tylbution of the
New hov:id.ence seats aftex by-electlons to fil_l the uell sea,ts. u1e riglt to vote
ldU be erbend.ed. to vonen lD the courEe of f962. Ore ].ast e].ectlone took place 1n

June 1p!6. At present, the Eouse of Assembl-y conslste of lB membere of tbe
Unltea BabaEian Palty, 10 nenbers of the progTeBsive LLbera.i. party, ancl

I lntlepend.ents.

JUDICIARY

fte Judiciary coEslBta of a Ctr.ief Justtce, a pulsne judge anil tlro Btlpendlary
eaglgtrates. Ib.e Supreme Court, presld.etl over by the Chlef Justlce, exerciees
jurlBtltctlon slnilar to U:e.t of a Elgh Court of mgland., aEd. appeal iD cextaiE
matters l-lee to the Judlcl-al Conmlttee of the prlry Councll-. ilae two stlpendlary
and. clrcult nagistrateg re6id.e lo Naseau (tbe capltal), but conauct a clrcu-Lt from
tlne to tlrxe ln the out Is].and-s.



A/5,a9o/^ad,.6
EnellEh
fage 4

LOCAL PARIICIPATION IN GOVffiNMUST

AIL iunlor losts, and nany of the senio! poste in the Adnlnlstratlon, are

fi1Ied- by ]-ocaL lnhabitauts, includl-ng the posts of Treasurer and. golicltor

General, and the Dlrectors of Agriculture I Ciwll Avlation aud Tel-econnunlcatlons "

Most nenbers of the Executlve Councll-, ena all nenbel'6 of the Eouee of A6senbly,

are 3a,hamia.ng.




