
UN'TED NAI'ONS
IbTNERAL

A S S E M B LY

Distr. 
GENESAT,

t/rtzz
r I't€y t962

ORIGINALT nNGLISH

Seventeenth session

PBEPAP,ATIO}T AND TEAINING OF INIIGENOUS CIVII AND TECHI{ICAL
CADBES IN I\ON-SELI'-GOVEBNING TEIRITORISS

Note by the Secretary-General

In accordance with General Aosenbly resolution 1697 (XVI) of
I! December t95L, ttre New Zealand Mission to the United Nations, by a

conmuni.cation dated. 24 Apri]- !962, has transnitted to the Secretary-General

the attached. speclal report on the preparatlon and training of indigenous

civif and technical- cadres ln the Cool. fslands, Niue and the Tokel-au fsl-anc]s.
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SPEC IA], FXPORT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF NEI\I ZEAIAND

COOK ISIANXS

1. The Cook fslands consist of fifteen snell isl-ands wid.ely scattered
throughout BSorcco square nrll-es of ocean. The total fand area is 9t square uilesi
the population ou 2, September I!61 vas estinated at fB,J6). The biggest island,
Rarotonga, whose area nakes up r0ore than one quarter of the whol_e group, has
a, populatlon of 8,667.
2. At present the Cook Islands Publ-ic Seyvice is substantial-ly similar to
the ltrew Zearand Public service with a1f departments under the contror of a

central office which has a Resident coomissioner at its head. Tn most cases
the heads of departnents are New Zealand officers uith predonlnantly cook rslands

3, It is the policy of the New Zealand Governuent to have Cook Island.ers tBke
an lncreasing share in the responsibility of the administration of the Group.
To this end fslanders are being trained in all asBects of administratiot.
I-. Tuition in the euarifying &auination required to be passed by ar1 encranus
bo the Publie service is given in sehools. rnternal or in-servLce schenes then
instruct public servants in l&ori, English, arithrneticr' social studies, government
sel:vice knonledge, accountancy and. clerical praetice. senior public servants
give tuition to junior officers to assist then to pass the "Junior Examination'
for which sn incentive. is provi-ded by a sarary bar. The "senior Exa'inationrl
i.ra6 instituted in 1961.

5. Ad.vanced study i6 offered to Cook Islanders through the New Zeafand
Governuent schorarship schenne, and advantage is taken of fel]-owships and study
anards offered by the united- Nations rnternationar agencies, such as the l,tror1d

Hearth Organizatioa (lrtto ) and the rnternatlonal Labour organisation (rt-o). The

scholarship scheme is beginning to show resurts, and in 1960 thTee coo.( rslanders
gained degrees. One stud.ent was succ€ssful in the final examlnations for his
degree in medicine, one stud.ent galned the M.A. degree, and another the
LL.B. deeree.
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6. Ttris scheme should" in futr.rre provid.e nany senlox public servants. The

folloving positions are already held by Cook fslanders trained outsld.e the

Territory:
l-6 assistant redical officers trained at the Central Xbdical School,

Fiji., including the Officer- in-Charge of the Tuberculosis Sanitoriumi

I asslstant dental officers and I dental nurse.;

2 agricuftllral fleld officers with diplol€s in horticulture;
5 teachers with New Zeafand Certtflcates;

, 2 policeuen trained in New Zealand.

7. In addit,ion, two Cook Islanders who obtained Itlew Zealand degrees in law

and economics in 1961 took up senior positionsr one as deputy Registrar of the

High Court and. the other as adr0inistrative assistent in the office of the

Secretary to the Government. Other senior positions held by Cook Islanders

incfude the Agricultural Field Supervisor in charge of the citrus scheme, the
Ilesident Agent of Pukapuka and the Clerks -in-charge of Mitiaro and Raliahanga.

Cool! Island.ers al-so hofd posltions as senior co-operative staff, nurses, X-ray

and dental technicians, foreman carpenters and pubtic r,/orks overseers. Atl
pri:nary schools, save the "sj.de" school, are fl,lly staffed (and headed) by Cook

fslanders. At present a total of 85 Cook Islanders 1n New Zealand. are studying
unaler the scholarshlp scheme for both technical and academic qualifications.
'rherr or'o eyncnl-.crl nn l.hqjr return to the Cook Islands to serve the Adninistration.
fn addition, Cook fsfands students are attending Avele Agricultural, College in
I;lestern Sanoa, and are studylng at the Central Medical School, Suva. (Ottrer

Cooli Islanders receive training l-ocally at Tereora CoLlege and the Teachetsr

'rrarnrng uoLlege. ,,

B. The following is a sur,mary of the results of the scholarship scheme for
1.161:

2 l-.ca^hera onincrl Teachers 'rCtt Certificates and one student Lras successful

in examinations towards his B.A. degree;

1 student vas registered as a fully qualified Nev Zealand. surveyor and

another student passed units of his B,E. degree;

f further student compl-eted the first sectlon of the third PTofessional

Medical Examinations;t
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2 students passed their School Certlficate ryaminatlon and I student
. passed lhe University Entrance Exarnination.

-T-t. r1 st-udents were serving trades appl:enticeships or receiving
on-'Lhe-job training in Nev Zealand. Other students vere attending teachers'
Laaining colfeges, r'rere training as nurses, attending business colleges, ete.
,T:re following table shor,rs lhe rel.ative proportions of overseas and 1oca1

appointees as at JI l,farch f96O:V

New Zealand
oI I tcers appointed. Sub-tota1
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Wcnen l'{en

.{igriculture

XcLucation.

Health . ..

Justice .. .

li

5

Polrer supply. .,..,
Post office
lubfic, works. .. , ..

Sociaf development

Treasury
J

1

i,ut er lslands (resident aEents,
cLs../ .

Airoinistratlcn Office ( including
hotel and freezer) C/ . . . ,

l4isceflaneous

Total

1f

79

"/ 
tl.o" h^+ ih^lrr,l6 +].'_._, ee ministerial appointees .

L/ Regulati.on IJO employees ( employed on a day-to-day basis mostly by ,che
Pubric works and Agriculture Departments on unskilled work) arl ,rtt irrcruoed.in the table.
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10. As as 1l March 1961- the total nrmber of officers in all departnents r.ras

896, conprising lo4 New Zealand offieers and ?92 locaf employees ' No break-down

of these figures is as yet available.

NTUE ISI,AND

11. Niue fsland has an area of just over lOO square mil-es and a popula'nion,

rrr 26 spnrpmhar 106l af ) P6a!.J'4)v'lJwL'|v9!L.19L}9L

L2. The Nir,e fsland AdnjnjstTaticn has, as a general policy, the aim of

training Niueans to take an increasing share in the adninlstration of Niue. To

this end, departnental tTaining similar to that of the Cook Tslands Public

Servlce opelates, and use is nade of the New Zealand Government scholarship

schene, Lhe Central Med.j.cal School in Suva, Avele A5ri cultural Colle5e and i/HO

or oLher fell-owships and awards. feachers and other sDecialists are afso brought

Lo New Zeafand for braining.
IJ. At present nost seuior officers of the Adninistration are New Zeal-and

officers, but it is enr.isaged that the future adn0inistration of Niue rn'i1l be in
the hands of Niueans \'rho have received. advanced training and education in New

Zealand and other countries. letatls of this training and educati-on are given

belolr.

f4. In L962 there are 2B Niueans in New Zeal-and under the schofarship scheue

tahing the followlng gollrses:

Accountancy I
Toonr.aro I rlh"oin.irc College 1

Nursing . ,.. I
Apprentices (carpenter) . . I
Business college. 1

D^^! --i-^-,- 2lr UD L -Pf TUdIJ

15. Tt'o fulLy qualified teachers returned to Niue last year and another student

har-l- examinations successes tDwards a degree in accountancy. In addition, students

arc aLr.ending the Avele A,;rieultural Col'l ege, and nLrses are receiving training
in liestern Samoa. Post-graduate nursing trainitrg and trainj-ng for assistant
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medical officers is given at the Central Med.lcal- School, Suva, Other Niueans

are trained locally at a post-primary school (up to forn IV) and a teacherst
training c entre.
10. the najority of posibions in the Administration are held by Niueans, and

rt is the policy vherever possible to fill a vacancy by appointing a Niuean.

l\to Niueans trained overseas already hold the senior positions of Officer-in-
Charge of Denta} Seyvices and Administrative Assistant to the Resident

Coomissioner. Four Niuean teachers have obtained their certificates in l,lew

Zea1and. Ntueans also hold senior posts as Reglstrar of the Natlve Land Court,
PoBtn:aster, hr.blic Worhs Overseer and Senior Clerk in Treesury.

17. 0n Jl l,larch 1951, the total nurnber of regufar enlfoyees was 2OA Niueans

and lrf Europeans, 2 Maoris and 2 lijians.

TOKEIAU fSiANBS

1iJ. The ?okelau Islands consist of three atolls, about !0 niles apart, \,rith
a total land area of 4 square miles and a population at 25 Septe!0ber 196I of
I ,970.

1.9. The High Con:nissioner for Nev Zealand in Western Samoa, which lies sone

lCO mifes south of the group, is the Administrator of the Tokelau Is1ancls and

is assisted by a New Zealand administrative officer. Officers of the Governnent

of lJestern Sarnoa visit the group regularly and their technical advice is fneely
eYailable to the Adroinistrator.
20. I-ocal public services on each atolI are under the general supervision of
an elected Faipul-e who is also a maglstrate and who is assl.6ted- by local nayors
and offic ials .
2i. . AI1 1l of the trained teachers in the group are Tol<elau fslanders. The
j rredical practioners are Sanoans but 2 Tokelau youths are attending the Central
F-edical School in F.iji on scholarships. There are Tokelau students -in Lraining
at Samoa College, Avele Agricultural Coliege, noission schools and the Samoan

Teacherst Training College, as well as nursing tralnees at the Saucan Hospital
and clerical trainees working in Samoan governnent departments (e,g. post office,
radio and Prime Ministerrs office).




