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Questions To the General Assermbly at its seventeenth session

1. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has
congidered the report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/923 and Add.n) on the
construction of the United Nations Building in Santiago, Chile. In this
report (paras. 16 and lT), the Secretary-General indicates that, on the basis
of the architectural plans and the bids received, there is o deficit enrrently
estimated at $560,000 in round figures. BSubject to such views and alternstive
proposels as the General Assembly may wish to offer, and with = view to remaining,
g0 far as United Nations budgetary commitments are concerned, within the present
financial authorization of $1,550,000, the Secretary-General states that he
would intend to proceed in the following menner:

(a) To accept, with gratitude, the additionsl gift of Escudos 465,000
from the Government of Chile,i

(b) To support the gift programme undertaken by the Ad Hoc Committee

of the Economic Cc.migsion for Latin Americs and to ascertain whether the
anticipated derficit might be covered in part by the donatiocn of functional

gilfts and/or by cash contributions;

;/ Among cther contributlicons from the Govermment of Chile are the donation
of the site, the developuent of the surrounding area, the construction of
access roads, and the extension of munieipal facilities to the site.
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(e} To medify the construction programme to the extent necessary for
the purpose of keeping within the existing financial authorizaticn by effecting
further drastic reductions in space and facilities,
2. The Advisory Committes has carefully reviewed the situation facing the
United Nations with reference to the construction of the ECLA building in
Santiago. Tt has taken into account both the original considerations which
1led to the decision to construct this building and the desirabllity of aveoiding
an additional charge on the United Natlions budget.
S One of the most jmportant considerations in approving the construction of
the ZCLA building was the fact that it was desligned to house not only the
ECIA secretarist but alsc the loczl offices of the Technical Assistance Board,
the United Nations Children's Fund, the Food and Agriculture Crganization, the
International Labour Organisation, the United Nations Educaticnal, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, and cther United NWations related agencies. The
Advisory Committee has alwaye placed a major emphasis on the necessity of providing
common premises and services Tor the United Nations and the speclalized agenciles,
particularly in major headquarters cities, where they have local offices. Thus,
if the FCIA building were tc be constructed without office space for other than
the NCTA secretariast, an important cbjective of the enterprise would not have
been attained and this would probably result in additional costs to Governments
in the long runa
b, In view of the foregoing, the Adviscory Committee has inguired intc the
posgibllity of proceeding with the construction of the building, in accordance
with the criginal plans, and at the same time reducing to a minimum the risk of
incurring any additional charge on the United Nations budget. It has been informed
that it is possible to proceed on the basis of the original plan and, at the
game time, to leave open until the eighteenth sessicn of the General Assembly
the final decision as to whether available recources will make possible the
ccmpletion of censtruction along the lines originally planned. By the eighteenth
session, it should be possible to zssess the situation more realistically both
in terms of the general ecocnomic situation in Santiago and of what additional
rescurces have become available as a result of the veluntary contribution programme
now under way. The character of the construction programme should make it possible
to ensure against any additicnal budgetary charge if construction now goes forward

as planned.
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5. The Advigory Committee understands and fully appreciates the approach taken
Ty the Secretary-Generzl in his report with reference to proceeding with the
vroject. Given the amount of the appropriation available and the difficulties
which have been encountered, the Secretary-General could hardly have arvived at
any other conclusions than those presented by him. Nevertheless, in view of the
total situation and of the congideratioms mentioned above, the Advisory Ccormittee
sugzests that it might be advisable to proceed with congtruction on the basis of
the original plan, taking the precautions mentioned in paragraph 4. and to review
the situation at the eighteenth session of the General Assembly. Meanwhile the
hdvigory Committee recommrends that the General Agsembly call for the maximum
possible co-operation in the voluntary contribution programme which has been

Initiated.





